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THE CHIUSHENGURA, 


THE LOYAL LEAGUE. 

Traxflated bt F. V. D., Esq. 
Tbjlxslator’s Note. 


uT fSjk HE M Chiushingura" is, oral least 
was, one of the moat popular and 
* known romances in Japan. 

^> 9 )* It is easy to understand why such 
should be the ease, the main object 
of the tale being to glorify “chiuahin" or loyal- 
heartednesa, the supreme virtue of the Buahi 
class under the old order of things that passed 
away with the year 1868 . The story is, as a 
mere story, not unskilfully constructed, and 
the variety of ita incidents is sufficient to 
interest even the reader of the sensation 
novels of the period; while to those who 
still preserve some lingering affection for 
the quaint and picturesque national life that 


ended with the last decade, to be replaced by 
the vulgar aud commonplace existence of the 
day, tho following pages, as descriptive of 
old world manners and already obsolete senti¬ 
ments, portion of a curious mediaeval system 
that has lasted down to our own times, will 
not* it is hoped, bo altogether unpleasing. 

The title “ Chiushingura" is hardly tr&na- 
lateable, and is a notable example of the 
Japanese love of plays upon words. “ Chinshin'* 
may mean either “ loyal -hear ted ness*' or “ loyal 
followers*'; and " kura" (gura) signifies a 
treasury or storehouse, while it is also the 
first half of the name of the popular hero, 
Kuranosuke, of the historical episode of the 
u Forty -seven RAniu," upon which the romance 
is founded, and which lias been so pleasantly 
told by Mr. Mitford in his admirable * Tales 
of old Japan." The translator, therefore, 
without attempting to render the native title, 
has chosen that of “ The Loyal League," as 
fairly indicating the nature of the story, and 
preserving as much of the spirit of the orv 
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ginal title as could be preserved in a single 
expression. 

The translation, it should be premised, was 
made long since, in Europe, without the possi¬ 
bility of assistance ; and although it has been 
revised with as much care ss the limited leisure, 
and still more limited scholarship of its 
author have permitted, there are, doubtless, 
numerous inaccuracies to be detected in it 
by those better versed in the language and 
literature of Japan than himself : for which 
an indulgent consideration is claimed. 

The translation is made partly from the 
text of the abbreviated form in which the 
story is more commonly met with, but mainly 
from that of the M jAruri " or musical romance 
in which the talc is amplified and adapted for 
theatrical recitation. 

A few explanatory additions, necessary 
to make the story plain to the English reader, 
hare been incorporated with the translation, 
which is throughout, and purposely, a free one, 
and in some instances it has been found ad¬ 
visable to leave untranslated, or to translate 
shortly, portions of the original. 

Prepack or rat Author. 

Every one knows that to enjoy a savoury 
dish, one must eat some of it; and the con¬ 
fusion of a Cinntry where the loyal and brave 
deeds of worthy aamourai remain unnoticed 
is like that of a dark night when not so much 
as a star-twinkle is to be seen, which is the 
reason why I have written down what fol¬ 
lows. 

BOOK 1st. 

What happixid at Tbttsuoa-oia. 

After the ShAgun of the Ashiksga family, 
Takanji kA, had overthrown Nitta Yoahiaada, 
profound peace reigned throughout the land. 
The ShAgun built a palace at Kioto, and the 
fame of his achievements penetrated into every 
corner of the country. 

All the people yielded to his authority, 
bowing down before him as the grass bends 
to the breexe, and tbs imperial might spread 
its protecting wings over the empire. 

In commemoration of his success, the 
ShAgun caused a shrine to be erected to 


Hachiman* at Tsoruga-oka, and sent bis young¬ 
er brother, Axhikaga SahiyAye no kaad Nawo- 
yoshi kA, to act as his deputy at the inaugu¬ 
ration of the newly completed building. 

Towards the close of the second month 
of tbe first year of the nengo RiyakuA, (A.D. 
1338 ), Nawoyoshi accordingly arrived si 
Kamakura. The Lord Moronawo, Duke of 
Mosashi and Vioe-Regent under His Majesty 
the ShAgun, a haughty nobleman of stem 
aspect and insolent manners, received His 
Highness at the guard-house that stood at 
the entrance of the exercising ground in front 
of the shrine. Within the curtain of tbe 
guard-house, Wakaaanosuke Yaanchika, young¬ 
er brother of Momonoi, Lord of Harima, and 
Yeuya Hang* wan Takasada, a baron of Haku- 
shu, gentlemen-in-waitingf to the ShAgun, 
were on duty together. Nawoyoshi, mounting 
the steps of the guard-house, seated himself, 
motioning Moronawo to a place on his left, 
while the two gentlemen-in-waiting took np 
their position below. At His Highness* com¬ 
mand tbe attendants brought forward a chest 
and Bet it down in front. Nawoyoshi, pointing 
to it, said : 

Nawotoshi. — 44 Among the helmets contain¬ 
ed in this chest is one which belonged to Nitta 
Yoahiaada who was defeated by our brother 
Takanji and who waa presented with it by tbs 
Emperor Godaigo. Nitta, it is true, was our 
enemy ; but he was a descendant in the elder 
line of the Seiwa family, a Genji house; and 
the helmet which he wore waa a five-fold one. 
Wherefore it is our will that it should not 
be thrown aside but should be preserved in 
tbs treasury of the shrine.** 

“ Your Highness* command surprises roe ;** 
cried the Duke of Musas hi upon bearing the 
order. 44 Many Hatamoto, both of high and 
low degree, claim descent from the Seiwa 
stock, as well as Nitta, and will presume to see 
themselves honoured in the distinction thus 
accorded to the helmet worn by him. I ven- 

• The Gv l of War; moeh honoured in the earlier 
days of tbe She*unate bat hard!/ reverenced at the 
present daj, 

f Lit —-officer* charged with the duty of enterUin- 
iog gucata. 
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ture therefor* to adviac your Highness to 
rescind your order. 

Wakasaxosukb.—“ Nay, my lord, I hardly 
think so. It seems to me that His Majesty 
hopes by this device to bring to submission, 
without having recourse to force, the dis¬ 
banded partisans of Nitta, trusting to the 
effect which his generosity in thus honouring 
tbeir leader will have upon them. Your 
counsel is not seasonable/* 

The Words were hardly out of his mouth 
when Morons wo exclaimed angrily— 

Monos a wo 44 Yah! you dare to interrupt 
me, Morons wo, and tell me, my counsel is not 
seasonable ! Round the spot where Nitta was 
■lain forty-seven helmets that had fallen off the 
heads of their dead wearers were found; and if 
the oontents of this coffer should be placed in 
the treasury without being identified and it 
should turn out afterwards that Nitta's 
helmet is not amongst them, what ridicule 
would be incurred ! Away with you.” 

The colour mounted to Wakaaanosnke’s 
face ; but Yenya Hanguwan interposed.** 

Yum:— 44 Kowa! what your Lordship says 
is undeniable. Still there is something in 
Wakasanoeuko’s words. 1 beg to appeal to 
your Highness/' 

And as ho spoko ho waa glad with the idea 
that he had averted a quarrel. 

Nawotoshi :— M Our will ia, that the wife of 
Yenya ahould bo brought here.** 

She was, accordingly, sent for; and after 
a short interval the Lady Kawoyo, the beauti¬ 
ful wife of Yenya, magnificently dressed in 
court costume entered the exercise-ground. 
Her face was powdered, and the brilliancy 
of her appearance rivalled the lustre of a gem, 
as with bare feet and long sweeping train 
she modestly advanced towards the guard¬ 
house and prostrated herself respectfully 
before His Highness. 

Moronawo (who was an admirer of the 
sex) :— 44 We are obliged to you, lady* His 
Highness has commanded your attendance, 
pray oome nearer —assuming a soft manner 
as be spoke. 

Nawoto9 HI (regarding her) :— 44 It is true 
that we have Bent for you. Some time 
•ince, during the rebellion in Gecko (A. D. 


1331 ), Godaigo tenwd bestowed a helmet 
that His Majesty had himself worn at 
the capital, upon Nitta YoahUada; and the 
latter doubtless wore it upon the day of 
his death. It is supposed to bo among the 
helmets contained in yonder coffer, but there 
is no one here who can pick it out. We 
have heard that the wife of Yenya, was at 
the time we refer to, one of the twelve Naishi • 
and if she can recognise the helmet in ques¬ 
tion, we request her to point it out,” 

The Lady Kawoyo listened modestly to 
His Highness* command, and replied softly:— 

44 Your Highness* command honours me 
beyond my merits. Every morning and even¬ 
ing His Majesty*® helmet was in my hands, 
and I was present at the bestowal of it upon 
Nitta. Indeed it was from my hands that the 
latter received it; accompanying his grateful 
acceptance with the following declaration : — 
* Man lasts but one generation, but his name 
may endure for ever. When I go forth to 
battle I shall burn a precious p.rfume in the 
helmet now graciously presented to me; and 
if I should die upon the battle-field, the foe 
to whom my head will fall a prise will know 
by the fragrance that he has taken the head 
of Nitta Yoahi&ada. " 

44 Your answer, lady," exclaimed His High* 
ness as the wife of Yenya oeased speaking, 
44 makes the matter most clear. Ho ! there ; 
take out the forty aeren helmets in yonder 
coffer and show them one by one to the 
Lady Kawoyo/* 

The attendants hastened to obey His High¬ 
ness* behest; and opening the coffer exhibited 
the helmets one by one. After a number had 
been examined, they came upon a five-fold 
helmet with a dragon crest, which the Lady 
Kawoyo immediately recognised by the odour 
still clinging to it, as the one bestowed upon 
Nitta by the Emperor Godaigo. The helmet 
thus recognised was delivered to Yenya and 
Wakasanoeko who immediately conveyed it 
to the treasury of the shrine, and there de¬ 
posited it 

The Lady Kawoyo, left alone with Moro- 

• Those were noble ladies of tbs Mikado's court. 
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nawo, addressed that nobleman with tome em¬ 
barrassment, 

Kawoto :—“ My lord, pray excuse me. My 
duty being performed, and permission given 
me to retire, it would not be fitting that I 
should remain here longer. I beg therefor to 
take leave of your lordship. 4 * 

Moronawo, however, coming close up to 
her, detained her. 

Moronawo. — Mi, an instant, pray—your 
duties to-day ore over, and X venture to ask 
you to look at something I have to show you. 
His Highness' sending for you was a most 
fortunate thing for me,—just as if the gods 
were desirous of bringing us together. You 
know that I am fond of putting my thoughts 
into verse, and day after day I have asksd 
Yoshida Kcnko • to assist me in composing 
some lines to you which were to have been 
sent to you. You will find them in this 
paper,” slipping a folded letter into her 
sleeve-pocket. I hope you will look upon 
them favourably. You might give me your 
answer now by word of mouth.** 

The letter was addressed to the Lady 
Kawoyo—different enough in face and form 
from the Musashi stirrupt from whom it pur¬ 
ported to come. And the wife of Yenya, as 
she read the address, trembled with shame and 
confusion, yet feared to cast reproach at 
Moronawo, lest disgrace should attach to her 
husband's name. At first the thought of 
shewing it to her husband ; but recollecting 
that it would only make him angry and might 
cause trouble, she simply threw the letter back 
without a word. She afterwards, however, 
picked it up and returned it to Moronawo, 
who, incensed at its rejection, and determined 
not to let the present opportunity slip, con¬ 
tinued to press his suit, hoping by importun¬ 
ity to extract a favourable answer ; but in 
vain. 

• A fanxKia profoaanr of Terse making. 

f Moronawo a* Lord of Musaahi had designated 
himself upon the oorair of the letter as a MTrashi 
Stirrup. Maaaabi being famous for the manufacture 
of stirrups. 


Moronawo:— 14 Know you that I am the 
Duke of Musashi ? That on my will de¬ 
pends the weal or woe of the Empire ? That 
your husband's fate hangs upon your de¬ 
cision ? Do yon hear me t* 

Kawoyo could only answer with her tears, 
when Wakasanoske opportunely returned, 
and seeing that some insult had been offered 
to her, cleverly interposed. 

Waxasa :— 44 Lady Kawoyo, your duty i g 
accomplished and permission has been ac¬ 
corded you to retire. Ought you not out of 
respect to His Highness to avail yourself of 
it ?*' motioning her to withdraw as he spoke. 

Moronawo saw that Wakasanoske suspect¬ 
ed something ; and, determined not to show 
any weakness, cried angrily, 

Moronawo: — “Yah! again you dare to 
thrust yourself in my way. If the lady 
Kawoyo withdraws it is by my permission, 
not by yours. Kawoyo desires me, accord¬ 
ing to her husband's secret wish, to in¬ 
struct him how to discharge the duties 
of his office with perfect propriety—cannot 
you understand that ? And Yenya, though 
a Daimio, seeks my aid; while you,—a 
petty fellow who can only keep your mean 
estate through the favour of some superior. 
Take c-.w, and remember that a word from 
me will suffice to bring you into the clutchea 
of the executioner.” 

The colour mounted into Wakasanoske's 
face at this insolent speech, and he grasped 
the handle of his sword with force enough 
to crush it. Remembering that be was within 
the grounds of the War-god's shrine, and 
within the precincts of the palace, he had re¬ 
strained himself when Moronawo had pre¬ 
viously insulted him; but this last trial over¬ 
came his utmost patience, and he was on the 
point of making it a life and death quarrel, 
when His Highness' fore-runners came rapid¬ 
ly up, clearing the way with loud shouts 
for their lord's passage. 

In the confusion Wakasanoske was obliged 
to defer the hour, but still treasured the hope 
of vengeance. Thus Moronawo, with a good 
fortune the reverse of merited, escaped de¬ 
struction ; and the next morning Yenyat 
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ignorant of the ill turn which his superior helmets in His Highness* armory were laid l»j, 
had plajed him, followed in hit suite. arranged in peace-betokening order, according 

Nawoyoshi returned at a tlow pace to the ^ l-ro-ha. 

palace, and hit authority wat everywhere Thus a profound tranquillity reigned in the 
reverently acknowledged ; while hit servants land; throughout which, not to harm a head- 
held their heads proudly erect and the war- piece, became an univeraally-ohterved rule. 


Exd or Book 1. 
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THE HISTORY OP THE TOKUGAWA DYNA8TY. 

Translated from the Japanese especially for the "Far East." 


About Japan as it mow is. 

Japan is an extensive empire on the east of 
China. It consists of many islands, of which 
Nippon is the largest. It has a beautiful and 
chcerfal climate; but the north-eastern coun¬ 
tries are mnch colder than the western ones. 
It abounds in every production required for 
tho comfort of man ; and grapes, oranges, 
persimmons, and other fruits are plentiful. 
The people live much of their time in the 
open air, often gathering beneath the trees, 
especially the cherry trees in the spring time 
when they are in blossom, and there enjoying 
the amusements of singing and dancing. Bat 
amid all this cheerfulness an observer will 
see signs of poverty, and will mark with pity 
that the people are indolent and that they 
are idolaters 

In the cities, many of which arc very large 
and populous, there are costly temples and 
splendid palaces, which mast surpass in 
beauty everything of the kind in other coun¬ 
tries. There are also some magnificent 
statues, the production of sculptors who have 
livod within tho past three centuries. These 
are a delight to the beholders for their beauty, 
and an astonishment for their grandeur. 

The most costly and remarkable edifice of 
modern times to be seen in Japan is the 
monastery on Mount Nikko. Near this is the 
famous Mount Tsnknba, the colour of which 
changes many times in a day. 

One of the most famous objects in Japan 
is the mountain of Fuji in Tsuraga country, 
whose summit is covered with snow at all 
times excepting the month of August. It is 
the pride of our nation. 

Our people dwell in thickly settled cities, 
towns and villages. They have many rich 
vineyards, beautiful gardens, and fine groves 
of pine, cedar and other trees. 

The history of these beautiful islands 
abounds with tales of battle, bloodshed, in¬ 
justice and crime. But now* the empire is 


fast becoming civilised; beggars are rarely 
seen ; real poverty and wretchedness are in¬ 
frequent; and everything lias an appearance 
that speaks of improvement and prosperity. 

Chapter II. 

IYEYA8. 

I shall now proceed to tell yon the history 
of the Tokugawa dynasty, which has governed 
Japan for more than two hundred years. 

But before I proceed, in order that you 
nay the better understand what is to follow, 
I must remind you of some of the earlier 
events in our history. 

Almost from the foundation of the Empire, 
the inhabitants had been divided into four 
families, vis, Gen, Pei, To, and Kiteu. In 
course of time these four clans or parties be¬ 
came so great and power ul, that each was 
envious of the other. This jealousy led to a civil 
war, in which the famous Ashikaga Takauji, 
one of the Gen or Minamoto clan, became very 
prominent, and ultimately secured for himself 
the supreme power of the government. After 
him fifteen of his descendants ruled the em¬ 
pire as Shoguns ; his dynasty thus retaining 
supremacy for three centuries. 

It is not my purpose here to notice the 
occurrences of the Ashikaga Dynasty. It was 
a period of trouble throughout the empire. 
As it ctus hod other clans beneath its heavy 
foot, so it in turn was tranpled upon. Great 
ignorance prevailed; and the very daimios 
themselves Bee mod like mere limbs without 
life; so crushed and broken were they. At 
that time there were but eighteen great 
daimios. Each ruled his territories independ¬ 
ently ; and all were unceasingly engaged in 
war. The most powerful of them were Mori, 
Ota, Tokugawa and a few others; and each 
was ambitions to rule the whole nation. It is 
of Tokugawa that I now propose to tell; tak¬ 
ing the history up, from the period of the de¬ 
cline of Ashikaga. Hiratada was the prince 
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of the home ; and in the 11 th year of Tem- 
bon epoch, he married a daughter of Midxuno, 
then only a email daimio. The bride'* name 
was Odai. One night she dreamed that a 
venerable priest, carrying a crystal roaary, 
came to her, and told her that she should 
bear a son who should raise his house to be 
the highest in the land. When, therefore, her 
firsUborn proved to be a son, both she and 
her husband rejoiced exceedingly, and, as will 
hereafter be seen, the prophecy was realised. 

The boy was Iyeyas. 

Iyeyas was the founder of the Tokugawa 
dynasty. 

In his unripe years, his name was Takechiyo. 
Tradition tells, that when he was about to be 
born, thejtemple of Yakmbi (god of medicine), 
on Mount Yenxan groaned and trembled as if 
an earthquake shook it; and that the idol 
disappeared, but made its reappearance after 
his death. Takechiyo had a happy smiling 
countenance; and though he was very suc¬ 
cessful in war, his wisdom and benevolenoe 
obtained for him the credit of being rather a 
great statesman than a great soldier. 

When be was six years old he was taken 
prisoner by Ota Nobunaga, one of the eighteen 
daimios; but released by Imagawa Yoshi- 
moto, whom be served for some years as a 
page, and during the period he so served, his 
master attempted, but unsuccessfully, to de¬ 
stroy the Ota clan. Although but fifteen 
years of age, the young page was appointed 
chief officer of the commissariat. In this 
capacity be shewed much strategy as well as 
courage. He had to relieve the garrison of 
Otaks, which was surrounded by the troops 
of Ota; and in spite of every kind of diffi¬ 
culty he accomplished it; and that too, with¬ 
out the loes of a single man. 

Amongst those who were under him at this 
time the most distinguished, (called Shi-ten- 
no) were I-i, Honda, Sakaye and Saknkibara, 
—names that must be remembered; as they 
were afterwards among the most faithful and 
valiant of bin vassals, and their descendants 
became very powerful, and continued so down 
to a recent period. 


In the war which Imagawa Yoshimoto 
waged upon Ota Nobunagv, be seemed at first 
to be successful. Several castles belonging 
t? the Ota clan were taken and destroyed, 
and many generals slain. But the brave No 
bonaga suddenly assumed the offensive. By 
advioo of Hideyoshi (afterwards known as 
Taico aama) the most famous man that Japan 
has ever produced, he invested the enemy's 
stronghold. At one charge Imagawa was 
killed and hia army put to Eight. A panic 
seized them, and they were thrown into the 
greatest confusion; and regardless of friends 
or relations each man made his way to Tsuroga 
as best he could. 

But the young Tokugawa, now called No- 
buyaa, having relieved the castle of Otaka, 
held out resolutely. He soorned to yield; 
much leas to fly, believing that either was be¬ 
neath the dignity of a eamourai. His follow¬ 
ers, however, urged him to occupy his own 
castle, Okazaki, in Mikawa. It was a des¬ 
perate movement *, for the road was covered 
with the troops of Ots, He stopped one even¬ 
ing at the monastery of Tai Shnji ; and in the 
night tho Ota soldiers surrounded it, and 
nearly got possession of it. His own men 
were taken by surprise, but he soon restored 
their confidence. Led on by Honda, they 
drove back the enemy with terrific slaughter. 

After this he arrived unmolested at Okazaki 
castle, his force, which amounted to about 
3,000 men having lost very few of their num¬ 
ber on the road. 

It was no part of Tokngawa's nature to sit 
down quietly whilst fighting was afoot. He 
oollected a Larger force, and attacked and cap¬ 
tured two of Ota's castles. His pcrsonnl 
valour and the discipline he maintained made 
him master of the entire Mikawa territory. 
To protect it against Ota, he built three 
castles, Korns, XukaJzuki and Sakurninc; 
which roused the ire of Nobunaga to such an 
extent that he resolved to destroy him. The 
course of events, however, ltd the Ota chief 
to propose peace, which was sternly refused 
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by Tokugawa, aa hiving the appeurunoe of 
infidelity to the Im«igawa clan. 

On the death of Yoehimoto, an mentioned 
above, hie eon, Uji-zan6 became the chief of 
the Imagawa clan. He wpe a miserable auo- 
oeaaor to such a father, adding to a disposi¬ 
tion naturally slothful, a strong taint of cow¬ 
ardice. Not for him was it to emulate the 
brave deeds of Yoehimoto, but he shut him¬ 
self up in his castle, and thought of nothing 
but selfish indulgences, regardless of the ene- 
mice by whom he was surrounded ; and whose 
aim was to make his destruction a stepping 
stone to power. Like many weak men he was 
auspicious ; and his suspicious sometimes fell 
on his truest friends. So it was with Toku- 
gawa Nobuyas. Whilst this fast advancing 
noble was refusing to make peace with Ota 
Nobunaga, lest it should have the appearance 
of infidelity to the ton of his old master, that 
son, Uji-zan6, was compassing his death as a 
traitor. 

The weakness and folly of Uji-san£ at length 
became so marked,—being the easy dupe of 
crafty and snbtlc flatterers,—that in the end 
all his moat distinguished vassals revolted, and 
joined, some the Tokugawa, others the Ota 
chief. Nobuyas chid him for his laziness; 
and urged upon him the propriety of destroy¬ 
ing the power of Ota in revenge for his 
fathers death. Uji-sane on this occasion so 
plainly revealed his belief that Nobuyas only 
wanted to kill him under the artifice of get¬ 
ting him to take up arms to areugc his father, 
that when Ota Nobunaga renewed his offers 
of alliance, Tokugawa Nobuyaa accepted the 
proposal, and a treaty of intimate friendship 
was made. 

Those were dayB of change and uncertainty. 
Every one's hand was against his brother, 
and vassalage was only maintained by power; 
alliance by self-interest. Notwithstanding 
the great qualities exhibited by Nobuyas, 
many opposed him in thiB alliance with No- 
bunaga, aud a rebellion among his own fol¬ 
lowers gave him very much trouble. The 
rebels even laid siege to Okazaki castle; aud 


it was reported to him that Ujizane had 
joined the great daimio Takeda Shingen for 
the purpose of attacking him. Great excite¬ 
ment was felt by his retainers on this intel¬ 
ligence reaching them, which was only alloyed 
by the calm intrepidity of Nobuyas himself. 

By this time Ota Nobunaga had become ex¬ 
tremely powerful. His alliance with Toku¬ 
gawa Nobuyas, who now assumed the name 
of Iyeyas, (the familiar namo by which I 
shall henceforth speak of him,) was for the 
purpose of supporting the fast declining 
power of the Ashikaga Shogoon. He urged 
Iyeyas to join him personally; but having 
other schemes in hand, a Tokugawa contin¬ 
gent of 3,000 men was sent under a competent 
leader, and Iyeyas found it necessary to at¬ 
tack Yenshin, one of the Imagawa strongholds. 
Setting out with this intention he was greatly 
mortified to find that Takeda Shingen had 
also turned against Uji-xan6, and was attempt¬ 
ing to destroy the clan and annex the domin¬ 
ions to his own. As to Uji-zan£, he was care¬ 
less as ever; thinking neither of his people's 
welfare or his own. He oocupied all his time 
in pleasures unworthy of a man and a prince. 
Feasting, singing and dancing, and revelry of 
all kinds went on as if no possibility of trouble 
existed. 

When Takeda heard that Iyeyas was bent 
on a similar enterprise to his own, he sent an 
ombossy to him suggesting that they should 
divide the imagawa dominions between them; 
and to this Iyeyas agreed. 

Takeda Shingen now threw 25,000 troops 
into the territory; and Uji-zane was seized in 
his castle of Sornpu. He managed to escape, 
however, and fouud his way to the castle of 
his uncle Hojo, whose troops boldly repelled 
the attacks on the dominions of Uji-zane bu^ 
resolved to hold them as their own. 

Whilst these events were taking place, 
Iyeyas went on with hia attack on Yeushiu, 
which lay between his own province and 
Tsuruga. It was the depth of winter. He 
therefore encamped on Miunt Teno, and 
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* waited the spring. Among his soldiers wm 
one Kano, a former vassal of Imagawa clan, 
who, at the request of his old master, Uji-sanA, 
(now fairlj aroused to stand on his defence) 
undertook to betray and kill his new chief. This 
man organised a plot, which is now looked back 
upon m one of the great dangers escaped by 
Iycyie. Good fortune stall watched over the 
good prince. The conspirators were overheard 
discussing their plans by a soldier; the men¬ 
tion of letters received from Uji-ian&, revealing 
the exact nature and object of tke'r combina¬ 
tion. The soldier lost no time in communicat¬ 
ing his discovery in the proper quarter; the 
conspirators were immediately seised, and 
most of them put to death. This campaign 
lasted three yean ; at the end of which time, 
victory d clarod for Iyeyas, and Yenshiu 
was added to his estates. The people were 
speedily won by his goodness and benevolence; 
and in making himself master of two states, 
he also found himself master of his people's 
hearts. 

He now built castles in every position that 
would add to his strength in case he had to 
defend his dominions from attack. One of 
these, Hamamatsu, became his own residence, 
and here he ruled his own subjects with the 
same care and wisdom which he afterwards 
displayed in the Government of the Empire. 

One of his greatest generals at this time, 
was Yamamoto Shinkuro, whose military re¬ 
nown was so high in Japan, that with the ex¬ 
ception of Hideyoehi, there has never been 
his equal, before or since. 

Yamamoto Shinkuro and his brother Kan- 
tuk6, were so famous for their attainments 
in military science, that almost all the more 
important castles now in Japan, were built 
according to their designs, or under their ad¬ 
vice. 

Having provided for the protection of his 
own territories, Iyeyas, at the request of Ota 
Nobunaga, set forth for Yechisen, to assist in 
warlike operations there. Ho encamped his 
3,000 men at Tauroga in Yetchisen, where he 
met Nobunaga, and received his orders to ad¬ 
vance against the castle of Tacuteu, which 
was very strongly garrisoned by the powerful 
daimio Asakura. At first the besiegers met 


with a great disaster. Nobunaga with much 
difficulty effected his escape. Leading on his 
army again, however, a complete victory was 
gained, and Asakura and another largo daimio, 
Asai, were utterly ruined. Their dominions 
were dividod between the conquerors; and the 
Ota and Tokugawa clans became so powerful, 
that there were few daimios who dare oppose 
them. Their subjects were jealous for their 
respective masters; and it was easy to M that 
a quarrel might at any time arise between 
them ; each of their lords aspiring to supreme 
rule. 

ButTyeyas advised his followers to be 
patient and forbearing; and not to entertain 
any thoughts of opposition to the benefactor, 
by whose alliance and assistance he had been 
able to raise himself to such power and in¬ 
fluence. It was possible an opportunity for 
the gratification of their wishes might arise. 

And before long, to the great satisfaction of 
his vassals inch an occasion did arise. 

After the destruction of Asai and Asakura, 
the most valiant and distinguished daimio, 
beyond all question, was Nobnnaga, who 
ruled no less than eleven states. But there 
was one great noble in the west, whose name 
was Mori Motosuga. His will was law 
throughout the western country ; and his 
power stood in the way of perfect tranquillity 
in the empire. Nobunaga therefore sent his 
servant Hideyoehi against him, with 10,000 
men; while he himself remained with a small 
force at Honnoji, from whence he was issuing 
his orders for the assembling of a larger army. 
Among his vassals was one Mitsnhide, who 
had reoently been so insulted by him, that be 
Unrated for revenge. Taking advantage of 
the comparatively unprotected position of No¬ 
bunaga, Mitenhide collected his own people, 
and attacked the monastery. A short, but 
fieroo and bloody fight ensued; and Nobo- 
naga, finding it impossible to escape, committed 
suicide. This victory of the traitor's raised 
within him the ambition to become the Sho¬ 
gun. All things were thrown into the great¬ 
est confusion. The daimios who had been 
made vassals by Nobnnaga revolted ; some 
joined Mltsnhido, and for a moment he ap- 
l eared to prosper. 
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Iyeyas at first thought that there would 
be no rival with himself to occupy Nobu- 
nsga's high estate. But he had overlooked 
Hideyoahi. This great man, at the time of 
Nobunaga’s death waa at Sanoki fighting with 
Mori. When the intelligence of Nobunaga's 
death reached him, he waa greatly affected. 
He wept bitterly and rent hie garments; and 
at once formed a resolution to avenge his 
master, by panning the traitor to the death. 
By a clever stratagem he won over Mori to 
make peace; and then proceeded to deal with 
Mitanhido. Ho gave him battle, and gained 
a complete victory over him at Y&maxaki ; 
and so maintained the right of the Ota family. 
He then built Osaka caatle ; Oeaka being not 
only the moat important centre of commerce, 
but the moat central strategic spot in the em¬ 
pire. 

Hideyoehi and Iyeyaa wero the most dis¬ 
tinguished daimioe throughout the land. Both 
were men of extraordinary sagacity as well as 
good soldiers and generals. Neither of them 
had ever known fear. Each of them poeseseed 
genius, original and majestic. They had the 
same gift of moulding men to their will; and 
attaching them to their persons. Wealth for 
its own sake had no attractions for them; 
and their vassals had never any cause to com¬ 
plain that they were not sharers in the pos¬ 
sessions won by their good swords. Both 
were ambitious ; and each watched the other 
unceasingly. 

Hideyoahi had the advantage of Iycyas, 
in having already been nearer the seat of 
power for a long period. He was not only 
the principal vassal of Nobunaga, but be had 
become so, passing by all others, by the sheer 
force of his genius. He maintained his high 
position by his confidence in his own powers, 
his inextinguishable energy, and his fidelity 
to the cause of his master, who for a long 
time had been the strongest prop of the 
regnant dynasty. 

Having then achieved the destruction of 
Mitsuhide, and having previously subdued 
many of the daimioe and captured no less 
than one hundred and fifty castles; having 
also already occupied the post of protector of 


Kioto, it was natural that he should consider 
himself the nearest to the direct heirs of 
Nobunaga. 

I need not teD how be espoused the cause 
of the grandson of his master; and how at 
length all obstacles but one to his supremacy, 
were removed. That one waa Iyeyaa. The 
two grqpt men found one another opposed to 
each other in bafctlo array at Komaki yarns, 
Owari. Hideyoehi also sent Deeds, one of 
his generals, to Mikawa, to ravage the home 
territories of his rival. A terrible battle was 
fought between the armies of the two chiefs, 
at Nagakuto, in which Iyeyas was entirely 
defeated; and he barely escaped with his life, 
amid the root and confusion. Many of his 
generals were stain ; others fled ; and twenty 
thousand men were left dead upon the field. 

Iyeyas hod now no army, with which to 
oppose his rival. If Hideyoehi had marched 
into Mikawa at once it is probable the Toku- 
gawa dynasty had never been. But he 
delayed bo long, and Iyeys* was so 
wonderfully prompt in assembling another 
army, and preparing for whomsoever might 
come, or whatsoever might happen, that the 
opportunity wa* lost. Hideyoahi never, either 
before or after, won such a brilliant victory 
as that of Nagakute; and as for Iyeyas be 
soon found himself at the head of another 
army, which fought for him more successful¬ 
ly. A peace was at length mode between the 
two; and thenceforward Hideyoahi gained 
his great object; the Emperor creating him 
Kuambaku (on officer who formerly acted as 
prime minister of the Emperor) under which 
title he governed the whole Empire. Every 
Daimio who was unfriendly to him he de¬ 
stroyed ; and he gave the land to thoso who 
were faithful to him. 

Recognising the invincibility of Iyeyaa, 
and the great importance of making him his 
firmest friend, both for his own sake and for 
the sake of his young son, he bestowed on 
him the whole of the Kuan to—the name 
given to the eight eastern provinces, Musas hi, 
A wo, Kadzusa, Shimooa, Kodzuke, Shimo- 
tsuke, Hitachi and Sag&mi. In the centre of 
these now stands the great city of Tokei, 
until lately colled Yedo—the most populous 
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and flourishing city in Japan. But at that 
time it was but a small Tillage, with very few 
inhabitants. The site of the present city was 
a vast plain called Mnsashino. Since then it 
has attained such a vast site and importance 
as no city in Japan, and few cities in the 
world, may rival. 

It becomes us now to remember, even amid 
the changes which have lately overtaken us, 
that tho blessings our country has so long 
enjoyed we owe to our ancestors, whose blood 
flowed like water. The wisdom of Iyeyas 
secured to us a good and paternal govern¬ 


ment, under which our fathers have lived in 
calm content and happiness for nearly three 
con tones. But it was Hideyoshi—well named 
Taioo s&ma—who tranquillized the Empire, 
after a period of over a century of unceasing 
war and turbulence. Up to his time, thero is 
nothing of interest to relate of our country's 
history, but battles, murders, treachery, and 
all sorts of crimes. His conquering sword 
subdued all the contending elements ; and hav¬ 
ing made peace throughout tho land, it re¬ 
mained for Tokugmwa Iyeyas to consolidate it. 

(To be continued.) 


8EETCHES OF JAPANESE LIFE. 


FUNERAL RITES AND 
CEREMONIES IN JAPAN. 

The funeral rites of the Japanese are very 
interesting. The bed of the sick is assidu¬ 
ously tended by relatives and friends, who 
wait until the last hours of the dying man, 
in order to bid him a final adien. If the de¬ 
ceased had been the possessor of land, on 
which be lived, the relatives are allowed to 
bathe his body in his own house; if not, then 
in a place set apart for the purpose in con¬ 
nection with a Buddhist temple, and called 
Yukamba. The outer door of the house in 
which tho deceased had resided is shadod by 
a window blind, made of split bamboo. To 
tho centre of it a paper is affixed upon which 
two letters are written, indicating the period 
of mourning. It is believed that, Shotsnka, 
an old woman whose duty it is to convey the 
spirits of the dead across the Sandro, would 
not do so unless on payment of a fixed price. 
To meet her demands, therefore, six small 
pieces of money used to be placed in the 
coffin, together with the leaves ot the Shikibi, 
a plant dedicated to such uses. This practice 
is now forbidden. The body is borne to the 
gravo reposing on a square bier, carried by 
hired servants, and covered with the most 
costly white garments such as are worn by 
women at weddings; a branch of the Shikibi 
being placed at each of tho corners. All the 
followers are dressed in whit©, being clothed 
in tbe kamishimo, a peculiar dross worn on 
occasions of ceremony. In front of the bier 
the eldest son of the deceased carries a 
wooden tablet, on which the posthumous 


name and date of death of the deceased are 
recorded. This is placed in the Bndzuxen, 
(a sort of closet with folding doors devoted 
to this use) and prayer is then made to it 
morning and evening. The family of the 
deceased follow the bier, in deep mourning, 
accompanied by their relatives; tho women 
being dreseed in white and the men in the 
kmmiahimot. The rank of tho deceased is in¬ 
dicated by tbo number of white lanterns used 
at tho funeral; more or less being used ac¬ 
cording to his rank. As the procession enters 
the gate of the monastery (temple) a priest 
rings (or tolls) a bell which hangs at one 
corner of the building. The bier in the 
meantime, has been placed on two long seats 
in front of Niyo-mi, (an idol placed in the 
centre of the temple) gorgeously adorned. 
Whilst many priests recite from the sacred 
books, the chief of them named Osho (Bishop) 
performs the funeral service for tho ac¬ 
cessed. There are several methods, accord¬ 
ing to tho different sects of religion. I 
will tell you about one of them. Tho Bishop 
standing before tho coffin, brandishes two 
sticks, with which ho knocks upon it, saying, 
“ clear the mind of doubt or suspense about 
this world, and enter Paradise (nirvana), as 
1 will send you to another world as my dis¬ 
ciple." Then the recitation from the sacred 
books is again proceeded with. The nearest 
relatives of the deceased, and the rest of the 
family advance alternately from their seats 
to the front of the coffin, in order to burn in¬ 
cense. Followed by the friends, the body is 
then carried to the graveyard, where the past 
generations of the family lie deeply sleeping. 
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In front of the grave a water cup ia placed, 
and a long narrow wooden tablet ia set np 
behind, inscribed in Sanscrit character*, with 
sentence* from the Buddhist sacred books, 
and the name of deceased. This is supposed 
to facilitate the entrance of the soul into 
Paradise. The body is consigned to the 
earth from whence it came ; the mourners 
again pray towards the grave, and then all 
retire to their sad home. 

MARRIAGE CEREMONIES OF 
THE JAPANE8E. 

The Japanese think it ncceesary to select a 
lucky day for the consummation of any im¬ 
portant event, and especially on the occasion 
of a marriage. The parties are betrothed 
some time before the actual celebration of the 
marriage. This latter ia attended with many 
ceremonies, in which a go-between, or me¬ 
diator, plays an important part. At the time 
of espousal, previous to the marriage, presents 
are exchanged between the engaged pair, 
consisting of the flesh of the bonito, dried and 
smoked ; raw or un wrought hemp thread, 
two buckets of wine, and money. These things 
are placed on a white table, the former being 
bound in a wreath made of straw, woven toge¬ 
ther, or plaited. Theso presents are recipro¬ 
cally exchanged between the engaged pair. 
The bride ia attired in a beautiful white gar¬ 
ment, such as ia worn at funeral ceremonies, 
to signify that she will never return to the 
honeo of her parents, where she was born. 
Her head is adorned with ornamental hair¬ 
pins made of coral and tortoise-shell; and she 
puts on a veil, composed of cotton, called 
wata-bdshi, peculiar to the occasion. 


In the evening, her toilet being completed, 
idie is carried, in a sedan chair, to the bride¬ 
groom's house, followed by her friends and 
wrvants. A great many lanterns are carried 
before her, together with the various furni¬ 
ture (household goods) belonging to her. 
On entering the house she is lifted into the 
interior in the sedan chair, by main strength, 
as it is not permitted to alight at the door. 
The bride haring been, carried into the house, 
the bridegroom, dressed in the kamiehimo, 
touches the front of the chair, as a signal for 
the procession to halt there. The mediator, 
and the bride and bridegroom then take the 
principal seat in the apartment, the relatives 
of both parties sitting in two ranks, one on 
each side. When they are seated, three cups, 
joined together, are set before the engaged 
couple, and the mediator, and a boy and girl 
whose parents are still bring ( called Mechd 
Ocbd), the former dressed in kmmishimo and 
the other in a dress with long pendulous sleeves, 
take a metal kettle containing warmed sake 
(wine), and serve it out to them. The drink¬ 
ing haring finished, the newly marriod couple 
are then led by the mediator and Mechd Ocnd, 
into another roon, where their bed is prepared. 
Here they drink a stonp of wine, exclaiming, 
M Much more happiness for many years." 
The bridegroom then gives a grand Bupper to 
the company. 

The festival is accompanied by music and 
dancing, the guests singing verses in praise 
of the newly-married oouple. No one is al¬ 
lowed to stay at the house on the night of the 
marriage. After marriage, the first visit of a 
bride to her father's house ia called satobiraki, 
and is accompanied by a great festival, and 
rejoicing, as on the occasion of her marriage. 
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CHINESE TALES. 


No. 2 . 


A DREAM. 

A long time ego there lived a man who 
married a fair and beautiful woman ; they 
lived very happily together, insomuch that 
their like was rarely met with. 

One day in spring the young woman feel* 
iug very tired, fell asleep. While enjoying 
her siesta, she saw a man dressed in a 
yellow silken suit, approaching her. He, in 
every respect, looked like one of the Emperor’s 
messengers. He addressed her thus r—“ I am 
directed by the decree and command of the 
Emperor to take yon over to him immediately, 
for his 44 tsungJcuny” (principal wife). The 
woman said, I am not any longer a i ngle 
lady but am married and have my husband. 
How then can I promise yon to become 
(the Emperor’s wife) P The man 
•aid:—“ Is it not now as of old P Zu-wang-fu 
(Empress) was so much loved by Zu-wang 
(Emperor) that he hardly paid any attention 
to his other wives. Zu-wang-fu occup ed his 
whole time and attention, and to her was 
assigned the honour of residing in the 
dougJcotvj, (or empress’s boudoir). There 
lived another whose name was Way-vung. 
He also was united to a married woman whose 
name was Yuen. 

Those emperor* only married for beauty's 
sake ; therefore it makes no difference if you 
are a married woman. 

As soon ss the conversation was ended, the 
messenger took her by the hand and pnt her 
into his chariot. When they reached the end 
of their journey and arrived within the 
44 0 mun " in front of the palace, they ascend¬ 
ed the isde-stone steps. He then led her into 
the half in front of the throne, where the Em¬ 
peror was seated. The woman, on seeing his 
Majesty, bowed to the ground. The Emperor 
asked her to hold her head up. She having done 
so, he examined her face very carefully. Her 
lx*anty filled his heart with joy and gladness. 
Finally, he exclaimed, 44 There is not another 
woman in the kingdom that can be compared 
with her ; even the faireet of my luh-konys, 
(present wives), are plain and ngly in com¬ 
parison with this one ! ” He then rose fmm 
his seat and reached forth hit hand and led 
her into his royal chariot, where they sat 
shoulder to shoulder till they reached the 
room got ready for her. Hero the grand 
feasting was already prepared, and the Em- 
peror used all his influence in order to 


make her happ^, and with words of love lie 
exhorted her to love him—hut in vain. The 
woman wept, and crying aloud, said, 44 1 have 
not wishea my husband good-bye nor said 
anything to him in regard to our separation, 
because of your hasty decree in choosing mt 
your 44 Uxtng-kuuif ”• why did not you take 
a single lady for your wife P Are there no 
paore young ladies in the kingdom of 44 Ze ” 
and 44 Zoong” ? Whv should you have our 
tnarrMge broken and fill us both with un¬ 
happiness ? ” 44 That,” replied the Emperor, is 
a small matter.” 44 At one time," continued he, 
44 there lived a man named Loh-cliang. He and 
his wife were divided, and separated from each 
other like a broken looking glass but they be¬ 
came united again." 44 Oh! no,” said she, 44 1 
oonld never behold 'my husband's face again." 
14 I would far rather 4 chih-ku 9 ( lit, eat 
misery) all my days than return.” In s 
little while a retinue of female servants with 
lanterns leading a train of little wives (or 
concubines) entered. 

The Emperor (smiling) informed them that 
the lady in their prcseuoc was to Income his 
44 Uumj-kunq” On bearing this all the con¬ 
cubines said— 44 The new arrival has nothing 
so very extra as regards beauty,—she is new 
and that is tho reason you seem so charmed 
with her.” The emperor continued to be so 
passionate a lover that he would not leave her 
& single step. 

One day as she sat under a window of the 
room she occupied, she heard a man's voice. 
It sounded so like that of her husband that 
•he instantly burst into a fit of crying. The 
emperor seeing that she stilt cherish, d a 
tender feeling towards her former husband, 
told her she might go, at the same time 
pushing her away from him. This woke her 
from her heavy sleep, and on opening her 
eyes—she was greatly surprised to find that 
she was notin the palnccat all, but on her own 
bed, with her husband sitting by ber side 
weeping. 

She exclaimed 44 Oh, what a strange dream 
I have had!” 

44 It was not a dream. You were all hut 
dead for the last twenty-four hours and had 
but s hair's width of breath in you.” 

She then rose from her l>ed and sat lie- 
forc ber dressing table, and bad tier hair put 
up. The doctor was sent for and having felt 
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her pulse Ac., found that she Buffered from 
what the Chineee call “ Shin-kou-tung. M • 

No one can form a just conception 
of the joy that welled np in the young 
woman* b heart as it occured to her that she 
wiu now, really, in the presence of her be- 
loved husband, and that what had caused her 

• Shtn-koa-tang (lit heart mouth pain) is a kind 
of heart-hum, and Is very common among the 
Chinese : It is snppcaed to be caused by the amount 
of raw vegetables and unripe fruit they indulge in. 


so much pain and sorrow was but an empty 
dream. The husband on the other hand felt as 
greatly relieved to see his charming and 
yet more faithful wife restored. 

Thus ends the story. 

Yacn Ss-Zay. 

TSEN-DONG, 

Cha-kong. 

An old Story. 


THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

-- - 


NEW YEAR’S DAY IN YOKO¬ 
HAMA- 

HOGATSZ'! the day of days in Japan, 
when half the world is asleep until noon 
*-after the busy toil of the last day of the old 
year, sacred to the winding np and settle¬ 
ments of the year's accounts, and to the final 
domestic purchases and preparations for the 
new year. The day on which, a few only of 
the ceremonial-observing Japanese pay their 
visits of congratulation, but on which officials 
visit the superiors of their departments, and 
arc entertained with cakes ami wine. A day 
when, as the afternoon approaches, most of 
the people, young And old, avail themselves of 
the universal 1 iiday to amuse themselves in 
tho open air, either kite-flying, battledore and 
shuttlecock, or some such enjoymonts in 
which men, women and children can join. 
Ah ! it is a gladsome day for the people; and 
if it bo fine, as it generally is—speaking on 
the recollection of Bcveral years—it is ex¬ 
hilarating to foreigners to see how the people 
^ive themselves np to happiness. Fancy Boo¬ 
ing in the streets of Paris or London, people 
of three generations flying kites together; 
u anld grannies " making as much of the occa¬ 
sion as the “wee toddlin' bairns", for whose 
pleasure and delight they exert themselves. 
On this occasion, every one is dressed in his 
best; and every one wears his best smiles. 
Yea, indeed, it is a sight to see money- 
grubbing and all kind of care thrown utterly 
to tho winds, and an unsophisticated accep¬ 
tance of the spirit of peace, harmony and love. 

But tho 1 st January 1874 was am excep¬ 
tion to all this in Japan. A snow storm 
commenced on tho previous evening and con¬ 
tinued through the whole day; and none but 
those who couldn’t help themsdvea, or who 


chose to be martyrs to politeness, put their 
noses out of doors. The poor officials who 
formerly used to pay their ceremonial visits 
in groups, in the not nngraoefnl kamishimo— 
looking clean and spick and span as befitted 
the occasion—were now plodding their wretch¬ 
edly comfortless way, dressed in European 
evening costume, with black “ boll-toppers " 
through the sloppy streets, tho personi beat ion 
of misery. Most of tho native shops and 
houses were closed, or only partially open, 
and the occasional sound of a samisen ana of 
a few voices proceeding from the upper story, 
or the deep reoessos of tho lower, seemed but 
the ghost of the jollity one looked for. 

It is with many who read of the Fan East, 
a prevailing notion, that it is all alike tropi¬ 
cal ; and thousands have come to Japan, only 
to express Burprixe at the delightfully clear 
bat cold weather of the winter months. It is 
emphatically the most delightful season of 
the year to healthy persons who can endure 
the moderate cold. There are occasionally 
windy, disagreeable days, and sometimes rain 
or snow; but from October until the end of 
February they 'are comparatively few. We 
ve a view of the appearance of a garden in 
okohama on New Year’s day this year. Tho 
snow was nowhere less than six inches deep, 
and in somo places it was nearly a foot, 
but it covered 'monthly roses, a few 
early camelias, a lupin, a few late cry- 
Banthemuma, and even some mignonete, all in 
flower; and what is more they none of them 
seemed injured by the snow. Generally we 
do not look for so heavy a fall of snow ; and 
ns a mlo it comes later; particularly towards 
tho middle or end of February. Of old 
wo used to look for cloar frosty weather at 
the beginning of January, with hard frosts j 
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so tbit about twelfth day the skating season 
commenced. The firat of January also usual¬ 
ly brings off a paper hunt, but this year the 
one that was intended to come off was post¬ 
poned. Still, on the whole, the Christmas 
and New Year were as they should be—the 
on© merry and the other happy—men taking 
a three days' holiday at eacn to forget the 
intolerable dullness and stagnation of com¬ 
merce ; and to meet together with all kinds 
of good wishes to “Friends at homo and 
Friends abroad.’* 

THE NEW CUSTOM HOUSE, 
YOKOHAMA. 

ri^HE native government has evidently ful- 
^ ly made up its mind that Yokohama 
will continue to hold tho place it assumed 
long before the change of government or the 
opening of Yedo—of the loading port in the 
eastern division of the empire. They are 
spending money liberally upon it, in raising 
the level of the ground on which the lower 
part of the native town was built, and which 
the large fire of the last spring gave them 
the opportunity of doing; and in erecting 
public edifices worthy of a wealthy commercial 
port. The new Custom-house is the finest 
tmilding they have yet completed in these 
parts. And with the exception of the Mint 
at Osaka, we believe, the largest in the em¬ 
pire. It was designed hy Mr. H. P. Bridget; 
nut after the manner of the Japanese, the 
superintendence was not confided to him, but 
to a native who had been a mere draughtsman 
in his office. Whilst then the plan was as 
good and as solid as the requirements of the 
government demanded and the money to be 
expended would allow, tho execution of it is 
in some respects defective. Smoe its com¬ 
pletion another building, mnch the same in 
character bnt with the addition of a tower 
80 feet high, has been not only designed by 
the same architect, but also confided to his 
care in the erection; and this is for a kind of 
Town Hall. These edifices will exhibit to 
our distant friends the advance the Port is 
making. 

AN OLP STREET IN YEDO. 

S UCH A street clearly was never intended 
for wheeled vehicles. Those steps could 
only be oomfortahly traversed by pedestrian, 
or by norimons carried palanquin fashion. 
Yedo is bah on a kind of downs. The soil 
undulates from sea level to rolling hillocks 
about GO to 80 feet high—what would be 
called in Australia “ bay of Biscay ground ” 
rather exaggerated. The rises were formerly 


almost all made in these stops as seen in the 
picture; but now they arc gradually being 
made smooth so that carriages may pass over 
easily. All the old qaaintnres of the city aud 
everything that was most interesting is |«nss- 
ing away ; and it has now bcome a very un¬ 
remarkable humdrum place. 


SATAN OMIS AKX 

T HE MGHTUOtsES of Japan which have 
boon built by the government under the 
superintendence of Mr. H. H. Brunton, arc the 
most creditable public works which havo been 
undertaken in the Empire. As a department 
they have been extremely well and economi¬ 
cally managed ; and the nation may well be 
prond of them. The following description 
of that at Satauomisaki, (Cape Cbichakoff), 
will shew that some of them presented dif¬ 
ficulties enough in their construction. It is 
taken from the Japan Mail, and was written 
by Mr. F. Bovill. 

By the time breakfast was finished we were 
prepared to start for the lighthouse, and after 
a sharp pull round the point of the bay, we 
reached the landing place, the entrance to 
which is almost completely shut in bv rocks. 
A stiff climb up a well made path leads to the 
dwelling house, which, on account of the 
necessity for two foreign ligbtkecpera, is 
double, like that at Bock Island. The in¬ 
ternal construction of the dwelling house is 
on the same plan as at the other stations, and 
everything connected with it, as well as with 
the Japanese house, was in perfect order and 
scrupulously clean. I must, however, before 
entering at length into a description of the 
station premise a general description, which 
will the better explain the situation of both 
lighthouse and dwelling house. The light¬ 
house, in order to be the more plainly visible 
at sea, as also to enable it to be seen on tho 
necessary bearings, is built on a rock one 
hundred and eighty feet high and two hun¬ 
dred yards from the mainland ; there being, 
however, another smaller rock about one 
hundred feet high intervening; a causeway 
joining the two rocks at the base. Tho light¬ 
house rock is, at tho summit, only large 
enough for the lighthouse itself, and, as a 
consequence, the dwelling house is on the 
mainland, as I have already intimated. Com¬ 
munication between the island and the main¬ 
land can, in fine weather, maintained by boat, 
tho landing place being at the base of the 
smaller rock. But owing to tho tide race 
past the point, and the position of the rock, 
exposed to almost every wind, the disturbance 
of the soa is almost continual, aud, in couae- 
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auence, a wire rope baa been stretched across 
from the summit of the lighthouse island, to 
that of the smaller rock, and thenoe to the 
mainland. An iron cage travels on the rope 
and is worked by windlasses at either end. 
By this means communication is maintained 
whatever may be the state of the weather. 
Bat in order to avoid too frequent use of the 
suspension bridge, as the arrangement may 
be termed, the department has divided the 
watches into two, each being three days on 
the mainland and three days at the light¬ 
house, one European and two Japanese light- 
keepers composing each watch. For their 
convenience there are alecping rooms in the 
base of the lighthouse, with a cook house and 
all other necessary accommodations. There 
is a signal gun on the rock to be used in case 
of any mishap, and, to avoid the posaibilitv of 
the lighthouse being deserted, no one is allow- 
ed to leave until his relief has arrived. 

By great good luck on the occasion of my 
visit there was no necessity for using the sus¬ 
pension bridge. In bad weather, when boats 
oannot land at the point the inspecting officer 
has to walk over the hills from 0 do mi warn 


bay to the dwelling house and thence by the 
bridge to the lighthouse. I need not say how 
thankful I was to avoid such a tramp, and 
moreover was I pleased to escape the neces¬ 
sity of crossing in mid air; and it is un¬ 
necessary to add that all inducements to make 
the aerial passage for the sake of experiencing 
a new sensation were without avail. 

I have pircady said that wo visited the 
dwelling house, and found it all that oould 
be wished; but as the light was not lit till 
November 30th, 1871, and the mechanics 
were still at the station when we visited it 


the lighlkeepers had not had opportunity to 
beautify the approaches. They have, how¬ 
ever, abundant material. By the side of the 
hill path palms and lemon trees were growing 
wild, and with little care and training the 
face of the hill in front of the dwelling house 
can be covered with handsome trees and 
shrubs. The surrounding country, however. 


is very poor. The greatest portion of the rioo 
consumed by the natives oomes from the Loo- 
choo islands, about the only native production 
being sweet potatoes, from which a very 
coarse and unpalatable t*k\ is made. But to 
return to the lighthouse. We descended the 
hill from the dwelling, and embarking on a 
Japanese boat belonging to the station were 
soon at the smaller rock, where a little dex¬ 
terity in climbing an iron ladder let into the 
face of the cliff, landed us on a small rocky 
shelf, from which a narrow path about twelve 
inches wide led along the face of the rock 
to the oaoseway between the two islands. 
Traversing this we ascended the hill by a 
steep but well constructed tigsag path up to 
the lighthouse, which is situated within a 
pear-shaped wall the large end containing the 
lighthouse, the windlass and other machinery 
connected with the suspension bridge being 
at the lower and narrow end. 

Unlike all the lighthouses I had yet visited, 
that at Satanomisalri is built of iron, painted 
white and octagonal in Bhape. In the bafce 
are the sleeping rooms already alluded to, and 
with the oil and store rooms occupy the whole 
of the lower part of the lighthouse. Ascend¬ 
ing a flight of stairs we reached the light- 
room which is about sixteen feet across, and 
on the same pattern as at the other light¬ 
houses. 'Above is the lantern, illuminated by 
twenty-three holophotalixed reflectors, the 
light being visible at a distance of twenty-one 
miles t the bearings being from N. 62° E. to 
N. 30° W. Outside the lantern is the usual 
gallery, and from this a fine view of the sur¬ 
rounding scenery is to be obtained. 

Having exhausted all the points of in* 
terest connected with the lighthouse we re¬ 
turned to the boat and thenoe to the main¬ 
land, whence we started on our return jour¬ 
ney to the ship. This we reached in due 
time, and the bay of Odomiwara being con¬ 
sidered unsafe to anchor in during the night, 
we got np Bteam and shaped our oourao to¬ 
wards the gulf of Kagosima. 
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THE PERIOD. 

Mojtthly Notes from Local Papers. 


IMPERLiL VISIT TO YOKOSKA. 

H IS Majsstt the Tenno, accompanied by 
tbe Empress and the ladies of the 
Court, passed taro ugh Yokohama yesterday 
e h route to Yokoska, which their majesties 
had expressed an intention to visit, to inspect 
the works of the establishment. At an 
early hour the new pier at the Hatoba, and 
approaches, were thronged with a multitude 
of people—chiefly Japanese anxious to catch 
a sight of their Ruler—and the harbour pre¬ 
sented a gay aspect, the various men-of - war 
and merchant vessels being gaily dressed with 
flog* and streamers. The Imperial party left 
Shimbaahi by the 8 o'clock train, and reached 
the Yokohama terminus shortly before nine 
o'clock. A detachment of the imperial Body 
guard were in attendance as a guard of 
honour. Their Majesties were conducted to 
a suite of apartments which had been im¬ 
provised as reception rooms, and after resting 
a few minutes, four of the ladies of the Court 
were conveyed by carriage to the Hatoba, and 
thence by barge, on board the Japanese steamer 
Taoju-maru, formerly the Komei-viaru. Their 
Majesties and the remainder of the suite 
did not reach the Hatoba until some 
time after. Much interest was manifest¬ 
ed in the arrival of the Tenno, and great 
was the pushing and craning of necks, to 
catch a glimpse of him. The detach¬ 
ment of European and native police, how¬ 
ever, did their duty, and no confusion oo- 
curvd. The Imperial party were conveyed on 
Itoani the Tmimaru; his Majesty proceed¬ 
ing in the ship's gig, and the Empress and 
suite following in the barge, towed by the 
steam launch. The Diplomatic party who ac¬ 
companied his Majesty by special invitation, 
were conveyed on board the Stahi^kau, and 
amidst Bnlutes from the various mcn-of-war 
in harbour, the French and American war 
vessels manning yards, the Squadron got 
uuder weigh. 

At Yokoska great preparations had been 
made, the various cruft in dock and harbour 
flying a liberal quantity of bunting. The 
Russian gun-boat Solol, which hud put back 
with loss of main-topmast, reached the an¬ 
chorage iu time to ruu op her flags: this was 
the only war vessel in harbour. 

The stage which had been constructed for 
the landing of the Imj>erial party, was Ixauti- 
fally decorated with sbrols and evergreens, 
wild the various buildings and objects of 
interest visit! d by the Tenno were sunilarlv 


adorned. The flotilla oonvoying their Majes¬ 
tic* (consisting of seven Japanese vessels) 
came to an anchor alireast the Sold shortly 
after one o'clock, H. B. M.'s Minister, Sir 
Harry Parkes, Hon. J. E. Bingham, U. S. 
Minister, and the Representative* of the 
French and other Embassies landing a few 
minutes before the Imperial party, in readi- 
nous to receive them. The officials connected 
with the dock establishment, in full uniform, 
were in attendance at the landing stage, 
and a company of infantry was drawn np 
close by, and received the Imperial party with 
presented arms. 

The Bteamer conveying their Majesties and 
suite came alongside the stage at half-past 
one; and preceded by the imperial banner, the 
Mikado, with the Empress and suite stepped 
ashore amidst the firing of guns from the 
flotilla. The troops presented arms, and the 
band on the upper deck of the tender played 
the national anthem. A procession being 
formed, the Mikado was conducted by the 
head of the dockyard, who had been waiting 
to receive the party, followed by tbe Empress 
and their suito proceeded to the Government 
building on the hill overlooking the settlement, 
and after a short interval devoted to rest and 
refreshment, returned to the works, and were 
conducted to the ship yard, where a handsome 
dais had been erected for His Majesty and 
the Empress. An address was here presented 
bv Sir Harry Parkes, on behalf of the various 
Representatives of Foreign Powers, expres¬ 
sive of the satisfaction they experienced in 
the visit of His Majesty, and convening their 
pleasure at the interest shewn bv His Majesty 
in thia great undertaking. The Diplomatic 
Corps theu took their leave of their Majes¬ 
ties and returned to Yokohama. Aa an ini¬ 
tiation of tho programme prepared for the 
approval of His Majesty, the process of ship¬ 
building was partly shewn in the erection of 
two ribs of the framework of vessels on the 
stocks in different stages of advancement. 
An adjournment was now made to tho work¬ 
shops, where tbe different actions of sawing 
and planing machines were exhibited, ana 
the process of most making shewn. Proceed¬ 
ing onward, his Majesty next inspected 
machines employed in sawing, boring, turning, 
and fretwork cutting. Tbe Stoic rooms, 
stocked with every kind of material necessary 
in ship building next claimed attention. In 
the large shops containing the huge steam 
forge hammer*, a platform of olfecrvation liad 


Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




162 


THE FAR EAST. 


boon erected, and the action of one of the 
larger hammers was shewn on a massive piece 
of white hot iron just drawn from the furnace. 

His Majesty, with the Empress and suite, 
here adjourned to a building which had been 
fitted upas & refreshment room, and partook of 
luncheon. Resuming his inspection, his Ma¬ 
jesty was next shewn the action of the diving 
apparatus; a direr, fully accoutred, descending 
near the large floating crane. 

The machine shops were next visited, and 
the different operations of metal bending and 
catting machines, of the apparatus for bend* 
mg boiler plates, and of various delicate 
machinery at work in threading bolts and 
nuts, cutting piping, Ac., were exhibited. The 
operations of hammer-work (uv hand) and 
boiler-making, were also shewn, and the party 
proceeded to the Dock, in which the steamer 
Elgin had just completed her repairs. The 
water was let in, and the steamer floated in a 
few minutes. Proceeding onward, across the 
pontoon of the new graving dock. His Ma- 
lesty inspected mx paucuU the action of the 
large steam dredging machine at the mouth 
of the dock. Passing through a large build¬ 
ing in course of construction, the party enter¬ 
ed a large shop devoted to the laborious and 
delicate process of metal turning; and, enter¬ 
ing the foundry, His Majesty and the ladies 
of the suits were conducted to a platform 
which had been erected, and a couple of large 
charges were drawn from the cupola, and a 
heavy casting made. His Majesty’s cypher 
was cast in metal, and excited some interest 
amongst the Court ladies. An immensely 
long building in which the operations of rope 
and twine making, the manufacture of ships 
flags. Bailmaking Ac , are carried on, was the 
last visited, and, it being by this time nearly 
dark, the Imperial party retraced their step’s 
to the Government residence, where arrange¬ 
ment had been made for their accommodation 
for the night. Tlie various vessels at anchor 
in harbour, as well as the buildings of the 
establishment on shore, were brilliantly illu¬ 
minated with coloured lamps, producing a 
very beautiful effect. The illuminations were 
visible from the deck of the tender convey¬ 
ing the last batch of visitors homeward, for 
many miles. The day was brilliantly fine and 
bracing, bnt towards nightfall it set in ex¬ 
tremely cold, and the trip back to Yokohama 
was hardly enjoyable. 

The early hour of six o'clock was appointed 
for the review of the J a panes# vessels of 
war'this morning. Shortly after that hour 
the men^of-war composing the flotilla, six in 
number, steamed outside the harbour of 
Yokoska, and went through some nautical 
manoeuvres, in which a little powder was 


burnt. The Emperor and suite viewed the 
operations of the fleet from the hill above the 
ropeworks, the spectacle not being visible 
from the flat. At the termination of the 
sham fight, if such it might be called, the 
gentleman connected with the arsenal des¬ 
patched a large balloon from the hill on which 
the Imperial party were situated : this portion 
of the programme was a great success, the 
balloon when released rising majestically and 
with perfect smoothness to the admiral on of 
the assembled spectators. 

The steamer Meruakk belonging to the 
Mesa&geriee Maritime* Co. reached Yokoeka 
at an early hour this morning, and was hauled 
into the new dock without any ceremony. At 
about 10 o’clock the Imperial party embarked 
on board the T»cj*-Maru, the vessels contain¬ 
ing the party following, and bade farewell to 
Yokoska, evidentlv much pleased with what 
they had seen. In such a short passage as 
that between Yokoska and Yokohama, tittle 
that is eventful could be expected; we never- 
'thelees hear a rumour that the steamer con¬ 
veying His Majesty touched the ground in 
rounding Treaty Foist. At all events little 
or no delay occurred, •• the pretty little 
steamer kept on her course, anjarentlv with¬ 
out damage, and brought to on the end of the 
Hatoba pier at 12 o'clock, amidst salutes 
from the BclUqxmu*, Botaragns , and Baca, the 
yards being manned, and all available bunting 
displayed on board the vessels mentioned. 
The other vessels of the convoy rounded the 
light-ehip and brought up at the moorings 
soon after. 

An immense concourse of people were in 
waiting to receive the Imperial party. The 
Hatoba was densely packed with an eager 
assemblage of all national tics, and ike Bund, 
and approaches were packed with a burger 
crowd then we have seen for many a day. 

At last the word was pass'd “ Here they 
come," and the ship gig of the T»oju Siam was 
observed to be leaving that vessel, and soon 
drew up at the stage on the landing. His 
Majesty the Tcnno then stepped out, and at¬ 
tended by two Japanese gentlemen in private 
clothes (said to be uncles of his Majesty) and 
the Chamberlain in waiting, entered tbe 
carriage drawn np in re&dnesa on the 
pier, and drove np to make mom for 
the carriage of the Empress, who reach¬ 
ed the landing in the barge, towed by 
the steam launch, in which her Majesty 
was conveyed on board the Ttoju-mnni yeater- 
terday. Her Majesty, with two of her ladies, 
entered the carriage, and the remainder of 
the ladies of the Court with the principal 
officials were conducted to carriages which 
were draw n up near the boat house for their 
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reception. Tbe whole cortfge, escorted by the 
detachment of body-guards, then proceeded 
towards the Railway Station which they 
reached at about half past twelve. Their 
Majesties were immediately shewn to the re¬ 
ception rooms prepared in the upper story of 
the Railway Station, where they remained 
until 2 o'clock this afternoon, at which hour 


the Imperial party proceeded on to Yedo by 
the usual train. His Majesty the Mikado and 
the Empress occupying the private carnage 
in which they came down from Shinbathi. 

Some disappointment was expressed by a 
large number of our citizens, at the early 
departure of their Majesties. The hour ori¬ 
ginally fixed for their departure from Yoko¬ 
hama was four o'clock, and it was hoped 
and believed by many, that the Mikado would 
at least drive through th* settlement, and 
five foreigners an opportunity of seeing him. 
Many citizens, even up to four o'clock 
wended their way up to the Station in 
hopes of oacthing a glimpse of the Imperml 


A gentleman, who hat just returned from 
Yedo, reports the safe arrival of their Majes¬ 
ties who at ones entered the carriages in 
waiting to receive them, and proceeded to 


Axoxe the few turns published yesterday 
under the heading " Niigata,” was one telling 
of the improved road made through the moun¬ 
tains. This recognition of the value of good 
roads, and of their actual necessity for trading 
communication, has been pretty general among 
the hill districts. From Kuchiki Ken, to the 
Ken-cho of which a letter had been writter on 


lately quite deserted, from Ot&mura to Tajima. 
On this latter they also proposed to build a rest 
house half way, so that travellers may obtain 
rest, food and shelter. The high officers of the 
Ken having examined the route, plainly recog¬ 
nise the public spirit of the proposers. They 
know that hitherto the people have been almost 
cut off from each other for want of a proper 
road, and that the produce of the district has 
failed in finding a market from this cause; and 
they see that if the proposed road be opened, it 
will give a great impetus to the farmers of tbe 
whole district. 

They therefore made such represents! ions to 
Okuxasho (Finance department) as have result¬ 
ed in the required permission ; sod all the in¬ 
habitants are full of satisfaction at the prospect 
of the road being completed. 

Every letter from Japanese, now-a-days, is 
sure to allude to the “ civilization " which must 
be in every man's mind,—so this letter ends 
with the remark M So you see that civilization 
is reach- ing even this barren corner of tbe 
empire.” 


A vtsb took place at the U. 8. Consulate in 
Hiogo, about A p m. on tbe 18th instant, 

t ost as tbe Mail for Yokohama was closing, 
t commenced in a wardrobe belonging to 
the Consul, tbe contents of which were burnt 
and the wood charred. His loss, including 
damage done by water, will amount to *500. 
Great praise is due to the Fire Brigades, 
foreign and native, the former having water 
playing on the burning maa9 within ten 
minutes of tbs alarm being given. 


behalf of the editor of tbs Nisskin Shinjishi , 
requesting information of Kea nows direct, as 
the officers of the Ken, in Yedo, only gave it 
when it wal too old to publish, a response was 
received which tells os the best and only news, 
the fact of sn improvement in the principal hill 
road. The communication runs thus:— 

“ Shiwoya province of Kochiki Ken is the 
extreme northern corner of the country, and 
frill of high and precipitous mountains. The 
road from Yokokawa to Tajima is doss by 
Wakamatsz' in the Aidzu province of Iwsshiro; 
but the hills are so steep, and the paths are so 
winding as to reuder communication difficult 
The Kochos therefore of tho various villages 
between the two points, after frequent consulta 
tions, came to the resolution to raise funds among 
themselves to make a good road for t£e benefit 
of tho people. They applied to the Ken-cho 
for permission to make a road of ten miles— 
from Yokokawa to Shiwohsra, and to repair, 
restore and extend an old road, 20 miles long, 


ANOTHER FIRE. 

At iiobt o'clock this morning the firs bells 
again rang out the alarm, tbe seat of the con¬ 
flagration being in this instance within the 
Settlement. The premises destroyed by this, 
the seoond firs of tbe season, were situate at 
No. 31, on Water Street, and occupied by 
Mr. Joseph Thomas as a haberdashery and 
general drapery store. Just as the establish¬ 
ment was about to bo opened, at eight o'clock, 
the attention of Mr. Thomas was directed to 
the ceiling of tho dining room which was 
found to be on fire, near to the stove-pipe. 
There was but an ordinary fire in the stove, 
but there cannot be any doubt that the origin 
of the fire is to be attributed to tbe overheating 
of the pipe, although there was apparent¬ 
ly nothing wrong with it so far as was seen. 
The alarm was at once given and willing help 
was at hand to endeavour to save some of 
the goods. The promises being of wood tho 
fire of course quickly spread, and the two 
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children of Mr. Thomas, who were confined 
to their bed-room through sickness, had to be 
taken out into the frosty air in their night* 
dresses; Mrs. Thomas having also to effect 
her escape only partially clad. The Private 
Firs Brigade Hook and Ladder Company, 
under the direction of Mr. R. W. Hohnhols, 
were the first to be on the spot, and did in¬ 
valuable service; hut such was the rapidity 
with which the fire spread that, although they 
were on the spot within a very few minutes 
of the outbreak of the ore, it bad then gained 
a complete mastery, and the building was one 
mass of flame. The Hook and ladder men 
immediately got to work, and by the time 
the Engines had arrived the burning build- 
tng bad been hauled down bodily. This was 
fortunate, as from the considerable dis¬ 
tance the water had to be forced—the hose 
being laid down to tho French Hato- 
ha, where the Engines were at work— 
the stream thrown was very small and fco¬ 
ble. The burning dtbris being, however, 
confined in a compact masB between the stone 
store just vacated by Mons Bertrand on the 
one hand and the suits tan tial god own occupied 
by Messrs. Lane, Crawford 4 Co. at the corner 
on the other, it had little or no chance of 
spreading, and tbo two Steam Fire Com¬ 
panies w ith their Engines did good service, 
assisted by two of the smaller hand engines; 
so much so, that at a few minutes after nine 
o’clock the danger was over, and the firemen 
were preparing to depart. Some small por¬ 
tion of the stock saved from the fire by a 
number of men-of-war and civilian volun¬ 
teers, was piled on tbo further side of the 
street; somewhat damaged, however, by 
water aud mud. A detachment of French 
Marines was early on the spot, the European 
police also being present, assisted by a squad 
of Japanese. An excited native, who seemed 
to imagine he hid a vested interest in some 
of the rescued property, endoavoured to get 
within the Gordon of soldiers mounting guard 
over it, and went so far as to set at defiance 
a French Marine who was near. He was 
summarily disposed of, being handed over to 
a native constable, and passed on to the near¬ 
est police station. After the excitement had 
somewhat subsided the saved goods were 
transferred to tho store just vacated by Mons. 
C. Bertrand. 

The value of Mr. Thomas' stock, we believe, 
is estimated at $9,000 ; he iB covered by insur¬ 
ance in an English office, to the extent only of 
£1,000 sterling, wc regret to say. With the 
exception of the few goods wc have spoken 
of the whole of the stock was destroyed, Mr. 
Thomas not having time even to save his per¬ 


sonal stock of clothing. Although it was ap¬ 
parent, Boon after the outbreak of the firs, 
that there was little danger of it spreading, 
the authorities of the Oriental Bank Corpora¬ 
tion took the precaution to place men, with 
buckets of water, on the roof of their pre¬ 
mises, hut fortunately their services were 
not required. There was a rumour, during 
the early part of the unfortunate occurence, 
that Mr. Thomas was missing, and it was 
supposed that be might have been crushed in 
the fall of the building. These fears were 
eventually set at rest by the appearance of 
the gentleman himself, who, however, ex¬ 
pressed some apprehension with regard to a 
man-of-war's man who had been assisting to 
carry out the goods. Mr. Hohnbolx, who 
was within the burning building jnst before 
it fell, speaks with certainty to tbe fact that 
it was quite empty when it came down. 

Tho " Independence” (No. 6) and 44 Volun¬ 
teer '* Fire Companies (steam) with the 
hand engines, worked well, and particular 
praise is due to the Hook and Ladder Com¬ 
pany, whose services are invaluable in such 
cases as that under notice where tbe supply 
of water is so remote from the scene of the 
conflagration. 

ATTACK OK IWAKURA . 

It is with deep regret that we announce that 
last evening at about 8 o'clock, as Iwakura was 
returning from the palace to his own house in 
s carriage, he was waylaid by a band of thir¬ 
teen men, who stopped the carriage, killed the 
driver, aud proceeded to attack Iwakuia. How 
he managed to eecapo is difficult to tell, for lie 
does not appear to nave had any armed attend¬ 
ants. He, however, seized the reios himself 
and quickly turned the horse bark, and returned 
as fast as possible to the palace. He was 
wounded by four sword cuts, but we trust 
not seriously. Drs. Hoffman and Muller 
were scut for, who promptly dressed 
his wounds, and report him likely to recover. 

The men who made this dastardly attack are 
unknown,auid they seem to have got off scot- 
free ; but we can hardly imagine such a band 
can remain unknown, and undiscovered. Them 
can be no doubt whatever of politics being st 
the bottom of the attack ; and circumstances 
lead us to believe that Iwakura himself had 
some apprehensions ; as, for some time, ho is 
said to bsro taken precautions against being 
recognised in the street. Of one thing we feel 
strongly assured; nnd that is, that the loaders 
of the party opposed to him in politics will most 
warmly deprecate such barbarism. No terms 
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can be too strong to express the horror that 
must be felt bj all men of progress at inch a 
cowardly act. 

Yesterday 500 8atsuma men belonging to 
the Tokei police force refused duty; and 
going to Ono’s bank demanded money to 
take them to their own country, saying that 
the amount would be repaid by their dan. 
The Prince of Satsuma has already left for Kago¬ 
shima. The soldiers who burnt their barracks 
in Higo lately were Satauma men. Before set¬ 
ting fire to the barracks they possessed them¬ 
selves of all the arms, ammunition and military 
equipments they could find; and, when told that 
a large temple would afford them temporary 
shelter, they replied that they did not require it, 
as they were on the start for their own pro¬ 
vince. Some short lime back some 300 Hatauraa 
men were being drilled on the parade gronnd 
near the Foreign Office, when they auddenly 
told their officers that they had determined to 
serve no longer, and there and then, the whole 
of them left and they have not since been col¬ 
lected. All these circumstances, added 'to the 
sadden resignation by Shimadxu 8aburo of the 
high and honourable office to which he had 
been appointed, create a very strong feeling of 
apprehension ; and our recent articles, which 
the Matt took upon itself to satirise, are being 
verified even earlier than we ourselves ex¬ 
pected. 

The official account of the attack on Iwakura, 
which was sent bythe Konaisha (Imperial Cham¬ 
berlain's office) to the Xuuhin Shin/uhi, the 
first thing this morning, is as follows:— 

•• Yesterday evening about 8 r.*., as Uda^jin 
Iwakura was leaving the palace at Akasaka 
in a carriage, a baud of about thirteen men, 
who lay in wait for him, attacked him at Kui- 
chigai Akasaka, with drawn swords. His 
excellency was wounded, and the driver fatally 
so. Iwakura immediately took the carriage back 
to the palace; and the Emperor sent for Dr. 
Hoffman and Dr. Muller, who having attended 
to the wounds, said they were slight and that 
Iwakura would soon recover." 

We hope that the above may turn out to bo 
the correct report, but another reaches us, 
which tells of Iwskora's death. We shall 
however content ourselves with publishing the 
official one; any further particulars we will 
publish as we receive them hereafter. 


W« regret to 9tAte that the answer to 
our enquiries respecting Iwakura is that yes¬ 
terday be was in a very feverish state, and 
not so well as he had been, but not yet in any 

danger. - 

Five hex have been arrested as being con¬ 
cerned in the attack on Iwakura. They are 


all Samourai of Kochi Ken; and the evidence 
on whioh they are taken is, that they took jin- 
rikishaa to XkAsaka on the evening of the 
attack, each armed with swords, and haring 
dismissed the jinrikiahiia, remained there as 
if laying in wait. One of them is a very small 
man, who is considered the personification of 
courage and strength. He has been quite a 
wanderer, having visited Chins, Corea, and 
many places in Japan. But wbat particular 
reason there was for the attack on the 
Udaijin is not yet known. 

Tax Udaijiw Iwakura is going on favour¬ 
ably ; and is in no danger from the wounds. 
The circumstances are not quite os reported 
last evening. 8o far as we can judge of our 
various sources of information, we are inclined 
to believe the following :—He was unusually 
Ute at the palace, and started for his own 
house in his carriage with two bcttocs, either 
running before the horses or elsewhere about 
the carriage, and his coachman sitting 
beside him. There lying men who wo 

in wait at -Akasaka, rushed out aud 

surrounded the carriage, thrusting their swords 
through the aides. The coachman was so 
severely wounded that he died ; but Iwakura, 
seeing how things were, managed to make a 
spring out and though he received some 
thrusts, he ran towards the bridge over the 
moat It was black dark, so that, not seeing 
where he was going, he fell over the hank and 
rolled down into the water, and there he had 
the good scute to remain quietly, whilst the 
would-be assassins searched about for him. At 
length they must havo given him up for deed or 
lost; and so retired. After waiting some time, 
he called out* and some persons came to his 
aid. He was taken up the bank, and bark to 
tha palace *, and the doctors sent for. What 
became of the carriage we have not heard. 


Ws bbusts that, in connection with the 
attack on Iwakura, the Japanese mail steamers 
have hoeu delayed in their departure for the 
present. 

We have further ascertained respecting 
the attack on Iwakura, first that the wound- 
ed hetto, though seriously cut> is not dead, 
but is in the Daibiyo-in—Imperial hospital, 
Ooweno — under the care of Dr Muller, 
bvakura himself received two wounds—one 
in the shoulder, the other the lower part 
of the back. Neither wound is serious 
in itself, but up to yesterday morning be 
seemed bettor than could have been expected 
As, however, he wns a* hour and a l**dj in the 
water, the danger of cold—pneumonia, plenriti* 
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rheumatism, Ac., is not jet past He did not 
fail accidentally into the moat, bat ran down 
the bank as the best means of escape. 

We sinoerely rejoice that the assassins 
were unsuccessful; and we hope that a few 
days may see Iwakura restored to health. 


It affixes that one great object of the 
attack on Iwakura was to secure certain im¬ 
portant papers which he was knows to hare 
with him at the time of his risit to the palace. 
These papers were kept in a pocket and were 
seised by the would-be smsmIds. sod carried 
off. Haring secured these papery they did 1 
not make any rery careful search for their 
victim, but decamped with their booty. The 
attack was made at Kuicbign, and ool j a few 
yards from the palace gate and sentries. It 
seems a miracle how any bat the most stapid 
bunglers oonld hare let their victim escape, 
had they made it their supreme object to kill 
him. The road leading from the main road 
in front of the oaetle it so narrow that an 
ordinary carriage oan with the greatest diffi¬ 
culty turn in it. A bank about four feet 
high rises on each side of this narrow cause¬ 
way, whenoe on either side the ground slopes 
steeply down to the moat, the water of which 
must be at least forty feet from the top of the 
bank. It seems very atrar.ge too, bow the 
attack could hare been made without alarm¬ 
ing the palace sentries, who most have known 
that Iwakura was in the carriage. The opening 
in the wall near which the attack was made 
is not a regular Go-Mon or Gate. It is simply 
an opening made in the bank, and named 
Knichiga. Mr. Iwakura bad received warn¬ 
ing that his life would be attempted, and 
imprudently, or with a courage amounting to 
rashness, exposed himself, almost unarmed. 
Hia quick action in leaping from the carriage 
showed his wannest. He is still at the 
palaoe of the Mikado, being attended by bis 
wife, son, and daughter. 

Ok the IHh inst. His Majesty the Emperor 
paid a visit to Yechiu-jima and Tsukuda-jima of 
Tokei, to witness certain regimental exercuta. 
On hia return he visited the yaabiki of Yama- 
uchi Toyonori (Toea). He was accompanied by 
Iwakura and aeveral other high personages. Tbs 
Emperor took a seat in the house of the late 
Toaa prince (which projects into the river), and 
was shewn some net fishing in the pond of the 
beautiful gardens attached to the house. 9cv*eral 
-members of the Tosa family were presented to 
him, and the young prince shewed his Majesty 
the furniture and works of art which belonged to 
hit late father. The Emperor then return to the 
palace, much pleated with the reception which 


had been given him- This visit was made by 
hia Majesty in remembrance of the loyalty of the 
old Prince at the time of the Great Change. 

Tni Kaisbi Gaud has changed its Director. 
The gentleman who has been appointed is Mr. 
Hstake-yams, who was attached to the Isle Em- 
bessy to Foreign countries. On Saturday last 
be attended at the Kaieei Gakko and received 
the foreign teachers. Addressing them in En¬ 
glish, he told them, that he felt no lest deeply 
than themselves the importanee of the great task 
they have in hand, and that he would work with 
them to accomplish it. He also said that he 
would appoint certain days of meeting, that he 
might receive from them snob suggestions as they 
might wish to offer. 

The Chiji of Tokei Pa, in an official 
communication to the Kocho of the dty, 
points out that at the present moment there ere 
many houses in Tokei, ostensibly used for the 
carrying on of ordinary business, which are in 
reality neither more nor lese than houses of ill* 
fame. This state of things, he says, has a fear¬ 
ful influence upon the morals of the people ; and 
he therefore atricily forbids anyone to occupy 
premises for such a purpose in the afreets of tne 
City ; and each Kocho is ordered to severely en¬ 
force this regulation. The following places, five 
in number, are set apart for the purposes of the 
houses referred to, vis :—Yoehiware, Shinagawa, 
Shinjiku, Itabasbi, and 8eojiu- These, and do 
other. 

Tu roamejr minister* dined with the Japa¬ 
nese ministers to-day at Hama-goteu. On the 
20th the Emperor and the Empress receive 
them and their ladies at the Palace. 


The Ekpxeob has expressed a desire to spend 
the remainder of the winter at Kioto. 

It n said that a letter has been sent to 
Daijokuan, threatening another of the ministry. 
There must be a change before many days. 

On Tai la removed from the Governorship 
of Ksnagawa, and Nagaahima is appointed in 
his stead. If Nagaahima will only get rid of 
his anti-foreign notions, and disabuse his mind 
of the idea th.it his short trip to Europe taught 
him everything that is to be known, we will 
welcome the change. But to us it seems that 
it is suffli ient for Japanese to go abroad, to 
give them, not the wisdom to assist the pro¬ 
gress of their own country, but the folly to 
obetwict its intercourse with foreigners to the 
utmost. 
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A oooLit employed a* watchman in Mura- 
yama, Uzen, whilst going his rounds through 
the Tillage lately, saw a “ auspicious looking 
body” coming along the road, wearing a long 
aword. lie demanded his name, but the body 
answered evasively and continued on his way. 
Nishimura, the watchman, ran alter him, in 
order to cross-examine him, (our translation 
roads M close ex-main ”) ; whereupon the suspi¬ 
cions looking body drew his sword and cut 
and slashed at poor Nishimura, who, though 
wounded, nevertheless contrived to defend 
himself with his dob (dub), and ultimate¬ 
ly succeeded in arresting him. 44 Afterwards n 
—to continue in the words of our native cor¬ 
respondent— M as the prisoner was ascertained 
to be a great offender, just as had been sus¬ 
pected, the above watch-man was praised 
with seven riyos ” A very comfortable and 
substantial sort of praise, truly ! 

Thi 8. 8. Jfotrfo* hss been chartered for 
the conveyance of the 500 men, whose re¬ 
signation of police duty we lately announced, 
to Kagoshima. 

_____ 

Ths ttmocaao resignation of Okuma as 
Finance Minister is untrue. It is at least 
premature; and we cannot dearly trace how 
the report became prevalent. 

Feom Osaka we hear (from a native source) 
that the soldiers stuck a long declaration in 
conspicuous places in the city and in Kioto, 
to the effect, that if the ministry were not 
changed quickly, there would be trouble. 

Sons or thr Sangi and other officials have 
remained at their houses under the pica of 
illness, since Saturday; and there can be no 
doubt whatever that the changes we declared 
would quickly take place, are now on the 
eve of accomplishment. 

Is tvs five months, from 31st July to the 
28th December, 1873, the number of special 
applications to Sa In (Parliament or Council of 
State) on the part of the general public, was 
103. Of these 11 have been passed on to 8ci 
In, 12 have been discussed in 8a In, 13 axe not 
yet enquired into, and 67 were returned. 

A rouse fellow a day or two back entered 
an eating house in Barukaku rho, and after 
finishing his meal, and being left alone in the 
room, he took a short sword and cut bis throat. 
Tho waiter going in shortly after found him 
quite dead. The police were informed, and 
after inspection by the proper officer, ths body 

was taken to the temple of Igo-in at Kiyogoku, 
where all dead persons whose names uro un¬ 
known, are buried. 

Just about the name time a young damsel 
drowned herself in a well in UraJimporho; 
and as the two places are close to each other, 
a touching little romance is made of the cir¬ 
cumstances and the two suicides are bound up 
in it 

__ 

Of to* night of Thursday last, the 8th inst., 
a policeman on his beat saw a heap of rubbish 
burning as if recently kindled behiod the tem¬ 
ple of Quanon 8ama at Aaakusa. As he look¬ 
ed at it he heard the noise of wooden dogs 
as if worn by s person running. An old woman 
approached at the moment, but she had no 
shoes on, and though she had a bundle of joss 
sticks in her hand, her manner and speech were 
such as to convince the policeman that she was 
a mad woman, and had nothing to do with this 
attempt to set the great temple on fire. He 
thinks that it must have been the footsteps of 
a man that he had heard, and who having been 
disturbed by his approach, ran off as fast as 
he could. Speculation is now rife as to whe¬ 
ther the same incendiary was he who set fire 
to Daikiyoin at Shiba. It certainly looks 
suspicions. 

Os the 25th instant, Jiuni-i Hisamitsu Shi- 
mad zu was appointed Naikaku-kocnon (Home 

Minister). This is the most mysterious move 
yet made by the new government; and at the 
first blush it would appear that all thoughts of 
a Core an campaign were at an end ; for the Ka¬ 
goshima and Kochi men were supposed to look 
to him to head their movement. Still it must 
be remembered that when the Mikado 
won him over by bis well-timed appointment 
as his personal War Adviser Shimadra 
then replied, that his effort would be to keep 

Japan at peace. If the appointment means 
any thing, it must be that Shimadzu is true to 
his promise made under the impulse of grati- 
tude for the Emperor's kindness. It remains 
to be seen what may be the effect of his joining 
the cabinet (as it may be callod) with regard 
to Foreign questions, but speaking generally, 
ho immensely increases the ministerial strength. 

Safjo Daijif resumed active duties on the 

25th instant It is hoped tbit tho restoration 
of his health may be permanent 

H. I. H. Yoshiakira Higashi Fuahiroi no 

Miya, and H. I. H. Sadsyoshi Fushimi no Miya, 
both relations of the Emperor, haring express¬ 
ed a wish to serve their country by joining the 
army, the former has been appointed a Shot, 
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(officer of 7th rank), as he has Already studied 
military exercises abroad. The latter has also 
boon ordered by His Majesty to be diligent in 
military studies, that he may ultimately receive 
an appointment. 

la id Dm ox to the many cares, anxieties, 
and responsibilities of the editor of an Anglo- 
Japanese newspaper, which is read by men of 
two different races and nationalities, the great 
danger of being constantly mistaken ever 
threatens to disturb the peace of mind which 
an editor should hare. The Japanese have 
itching oars to hear, and eves to read what the 
foreign newspapers say, and whatever is printed 
in sober, matter-of-fact, and dry-as-dust lan¬ 
guage, can be understood snd appreciated fully 
by them. In fact when the language is framed 
after the model of an advertisement, or some 
other very plain statement in which the indica¬ 
tive prevails over the subjunctive form of ex¬ 
pression, they can catch its meaning with very 
fair success. Indeed, whatever is dryest and 
least suggestive to a foreigner is most easily 
read by a Japanese. The fewer idioms, allu¬ 
sions to literature, questions, etc. there are, 
and the barer and balder the language, the 
bettor When, however, the average Japanese 
“interpreter” attempts to translate an ordi¬ 
narily idiomatic article from one of the fotcign 
newspapers, the caricature of it which is pro¬ 
duced in the native uewspsper is very trying to 
the risibilities of a foreigner. Some of the 
native newspapers whoa literally translated by 
a first-rate translator,—especially when the 
articles token from the foreign papers are re¬ 
translated into English and compared with the 
original—are as funny as Punch. The most 
serious part of the fun however is, thst in 
many cases, paragraphs from the foreign pupers 
which arc meant for jokes, are translated nnd 
set forth with all gravity as sober wisdom 
in the native reprints. We can easily imagine 
the expressions on the faces of the native edi¬ 
tors who pouder gravely over what they suppooe 
to be oracular statements. To be perfectly fair, 
however, we must acknowledge that many 
.items of Japanese news when turned into in¬ 
different English are often equally misappre¬ 
hended by foreigners, and many things that 
strike the foreigner os grotesque are, in reality, 
very ordinary and sensible affairs. Perhaps, 
too, many Japuneac sayings and writings which 
we take to be solemn fact may be meant for wit 
and fun, and so the inhabitant of the land of 
the gods may laugh in his long sleeve at the 
hairy foreigner for knitliug his brows and 
lengthening his face over something in print 
that was meant to make his visage os jolly as 
thut of Momus and as brood as that of tho 
Hurry household gods of Japan f 


Ox TKi 6th December, 1873, the Mikado 
signed the appointment of Honno, tho first se¬ 
cretary of Gaimoaho, as his commissioner to 
make postal arrangements between Japan and 
Great Britain. 

On tho same day His Majesty signed the ap¬ 
pointment of Takagi Baburo, as Japanese Vice 
Consul in San Francisco. 

Fob maxt years the name of Awomori, as a 
a port on the extreme North coast of the island 
of Niphoo, and its nearest port to H&kodadi, 
has been well-known to foreigners. The fol¬ 
lowing information respecting it, taken from 
a native newspaper may prove interesting to 
our readers :— — 

Oxb or the Tokei newspapers says that tho 
rising in Saga Ken had its origin in the follow¬ 
ing circumstance : 

On the 6th of January, one of the aamourai 
named Takagi Taro and twelve companions 
went to the Kencho, and requested that they 
might have the use of tho large room for a 
meeting. It was refused, and the thirteen men 
were highly incensed, using very strong language 
and saying plainly that it was the intention 
of the aamourai to go against Corea. Shortly 
afterwards, the thirteen men, feeling some 
compunction for the language they had used, 
went to the Kencho, acknowledged their fault, 
and apologized for it. Yet on the 18th Janu¬ 
ary they were all summoned to the 8aibansho 
and punished. They expressed regret for 
the violence of their language, but as for with¬ 
drawing their statement respecting Corea 
they would not think of it, but on the contrary 
would at once use their utmost endeavours to 
urge it forward. Hence the outbreak. 

A new zoologies] sensation threatens to tike 
the place of the defunct and vanished rabbits in 
the popular estimation. We have noted lately an 
astonishing increase of monkeys for sale and ou 
exhibition. It is usually the case in winter, in 
all parts of Japan, tnat the monkey, tamed by 
hunger, sallies forth from the woods sod is easily 
captured , but ibis year there are so many ou 
sale and exhibition tbat their presence in such 
numbers can only be explained by the fact tbat 
the people who bad to see their long-eared pets 
flung to the dogs, or knocked on the head, 
seek consolation in these new pets, on whom the 
Government has not yet levied a tax of one 
dollar per month. There is no knowing, how¬ 
ever, what financial troubles may await them in 
consequence of this new freak. 

Printed and pnklitkcd for tht prvprietort by 
JAMES H. ANGLIN, at the “Japan Gazette* 
Printing Office, ho. 8*, Main Street , Yokohama, 
Japan, 
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THE CHTUSHINGURA, 

OR 

THE LOTAL LEAGUE. 

Translated bt P. V. D. Esq. 


Servant ^“Yesterday, at Tsnrugs-oka, oar 
master was grievously insulted by the Lord 
Morooawo. They talk of nothing else in the 
servant’ll quarters. Indeed it ia aaid that force 
wan used and our master ill-treated. M 


Boot 2nd. 

The Castle or Momonoi Waeasanosci*. 

N an evening in the Yayoi 0 month, 
when the ancient pines that for 
many ages had guarded the an¬ 
cestral home of his lord were 
already becoming developed in the 
deepening gloom, Kakogawa Honxo, a man of 
some 50 years of age, of ripe intelligence and 
long experience, was pacing to and fro in the 
courtyard of the castle, which the servants, 
chattering somewhat noiaely over their task, 
were putting in order according to custom, 
when the following utterance of one of them 
aroused his attention. 


• " Development month*" the End of the late n Atkmel 
caleodar. Answering to the middle of our April. 



Honzo (interrupting) :—" Yai, yai! what is 
all this disturbance about, what have you to 
do with such matters P If your work is 
finished, away with you, every one.” 

Honxo spoke good-humouredly enough; and 
just as he ended, the clatter of footsteps re 
sounded in the verandah, and his only 
daughter Konami and her mother Tonase 
come together out of one of the apartments. 

Honzo (sharply) : —“ How is this ? both of 
you absent from attendance on your mistress* 
amusing yourselves instead of looking after 
your duties. Sham© upon yon, ten thousand 
times shame upon yon ! '* 

Konami :— M Nay, father, onr mistress is 
more than usually well to-day, she is now 
quietly asleep ; is it not so, mother ?” 
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Tonas* :— 41 Yes. But, HonzA, our mistreat 
has just been telling me a story sbe beard 
from Konami about our lord Wakasanosukl 
and Moronawo haring quarrelled after the 
close of yesterday’s ceremony at Tsuruga-oka. 
Our mistress is very anxious about it." 

Hosrzo: — “Now, now, TonssA—why do 
you listen to such stupid rumours ? Have a 
care, have a care f And so, daughter, you 
heard all this after the ceremony, did you P 
How people talk to be sure—but the whole 
thing is ridiculous, I must go and put your 
mistress' mind at case about what you have 
told her." 

He was in the point of carrying out hit 
intention, when a warder came up, exclaim¬ 
ing : “ Rikiya Sama, the acm of Oboboshi 
Yuranosk^, has arrived " 

Hoxzo:— 44 Ha t he will have come with 
some message about the reception of the 
guests at court to-morrow. TonasA, hoar 
what he has to say, and inform our lord of 
his message. And stay, Rikiya and Konami 
are betrothed; so treat him civilly. I must 
away to your mistress." 

Bo saying HonzA hurried off in the direc¬ 
tion of the inner apartments. 

Ton as e (approaching her daughter) : — 
44 Your father is just as difficult to deal with 
as ever: is he not P As to my bearing the 
message I don't agree with him. I am sure 
that you ought to receive it instead. You 
and your affianced would of course like to soe 
each other and be with each other a little. 
Therefore you ought to take my placo and 
receive Rikiya Ought you not ? " 

But Konami only turned red, and although 
her mother repeated the question, gave no 
answer. The latter perceiving her daughter's 
embarrassment, immediately feigned an at¬ 
tack of hysterics. 

TonAS* :— 44 Ai, ta, ta, ta,—daughter,—rub 
my back, please; I have been fearing this 
ever since the morning. It is another attack 
of my usual hysteria Ah! it will be impossi¬ 
ble for me to receive the messenger. Ai, U, 


ta, ta,—daughter,—I must get you to receive 
him instead of myself. Take care to treat him 
civilly and offer refreshment. This fit quite 
prevents me. Mind you offer refreshments; 
and when Rikiya has partaken of them take 
his message carefully and make my excuses 
to him." 

With these words Tonas6 hobbled off to¬ 
wards the inner apartment Konami, bowing 
after her mother with an expression of en¬ 
treaty, said to herself, 44 Of late Rikiya has 
become very dear to me, bat what am I to 
say. How shall I act when I meet him P ” 

A timid blush dyed her soft cheek as she 
made these reflections, and her little heart went 
pit-a-pat pit-a-pat like the tiny waves* break¬ 
ing on the sea-shore. 

Presently Rikiya was announced, and im¬ 
mediately afterwards entered the apartment 
s al u t in g Konami courteously. He was a 
handsome youth; and as he and Konami shyly 
interchanged glances they wero mutually 
charmed with each other. Neither could find 
a word to say, modesty dyeing her cheek with 
the hue of the plum-blossom, rivalled by the 
blush of the wild cherry that overspread the 
face of her betrothed; and though the pair 
were alone their behaviour was irreproachable, t 

Konami (after a confused pause) :— 44 Wel¬ 
come, Sir. We hardly know how to thank you 
for the trouble you are put to on our behalf 
’I am charged with the duty of receiving your 
communication. Pray let me know what it 
isapproaching her betrothed as she uttered 
the last words. 

Riktta (drawing back with an offended 
air) :— 44 Hold ! this is scaroely civil. All the 
world knows that when a message is to be 
received the forma of politeness ought to be 
rigidly observed." 44 My lord Yenya,” Rikiya 
continued, 44 informs Wakaaanosuke that His 
Highness' order is, that both my lord and 
yours be at their posts to-morrow morning at 

• A pen upon her name “ Konami," i*. “ wavelet-*' 

t 41 no pillow hud to past judgment.” 
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the 7th hour pwcwdj (4 a.m.), and in every¬ 
thing obey, without failing in any particular, 
the directions of Moron*wo." 

As the words flowed softly like water from 
the youth's mouth, Konami was struck with 
admiration, and could not find a word to Bay 
in reply : so completely was she under the 
charm of his address. At this juncture a 
partition slid back, and Wakasanosuke, who 
had heard the whole conversation from an 
adjoiinng room, entered the apartment. 

Warn:—“ Oh, I understand, many thanks, 
messenger. Yesterday, when I took leave of 
His Highness I somehow missed Hang'wan. 
To-morrow morning, is it ? At the 7th hour 
precisely? I understand. You may assure your 
master I shall not fail to be there. Commend 
me to your lord and thank him for me;— 
and I must thank you, too, messenger." 

44 Riktta :—Your lordship then will permit 
me to take leave. And to you, lady," address¬ 
ing Konami, “ I beg to express my thanks 
for having received my message." 

So saying, Rikiya courteously withdrew. 
Tonase, who had all this time remained hid¬ 
den behind a screen, where after leaving her 
daughter upon a pretended plea of illness, 
she had ooncealed herself, also slipped away 
unperceived. Hardly had she disappeared 
when Homo entered the apartment. 

Hoxxo:— M Ah, your lordship is hero ? I 
am very sorry to have to remind you that 
your lordship's presence at the palace is re¬ 
quired so early as the 7th hour. It is already 
midnight. Will it not be well to take some 
rest ? n 

Wajlasa :— 44 Is it indeed so late ? But 
hark ye, Honsd, I must have some talk with 
you, in private. Send your daughter away." 

Hosrzo:—(to Konami) 44 Do you hear ? If 
we want you we will clap hands, Away with 
you." 

44 1 was desirous," pursued HonsA, after his 
daughter had withdrawn, approaching his 
lord whoeo face had assumed an expression of 
the deepest concern, 44 1 was desirous of being 


allowed to inquire what was troubling your 
lordship? I pray yon, tell me everything with¬ 
out any reserve." 

Waxasa :—“You must swear to me that 
you will attend to what I am about to s&y, 
whatever may be the reeults, without making 
a single objection." 

Homo: — "Surely, my lord, that is a 
strange request to your servant; whose duty 
it is to do whatever he may be directed." 

Winai:—“ So then you will not give me 
ytrar oath as a Bushi." 

Hovzo :— 44 Nay, not so,—but first I would 
ask to hear the whole matter from your 
lordship." 

Wax ASA 44 And then you will give me 
your advice! Nay, but perhaps you would 
oppose my washes." 

Hovzo:— 44 Is not my lord assured of his 
servant's respectful attention and devoted- 
ness ? I will not interrupt your lordship by 
a single word. I pray you, therefore, tell me 
all, now; and be not angry with this fellow 
HonsA, who will treasure up in his inmost 
heart whatever you may deign to confide to 
him." 

Waxasa: —“Well, then, I will tell yon 
everything. As yon know, the Kanrei Nawo- 
yoshi came down to Kamakura a short time 
since, to inaugurate the completed shrine at 
Tsuruga-oka. Yenya and I were appointed 
gentlcmen-in-waiting to His Highness, and 
were ordered by His Majesty the Sbdgun to put 
ourselves under the orders of Moronawo, a 
nobleman of great experience in all ceremonial 
matters. Moronawo took to riding the high 
horse, and day by day grew harsher and 
stricter with me, who am one of the youngest 
and least experienced of %)1 the samurai in 
Kamakura- At last his insolence passed all 
bounds, and I would have ere now cut him 
in pieces, were it not that the respect due to 
His Highneas has always forbidden me to 
give way to my passion, and wreak vengeance 
upon my enemy. But my patience is ex¬ 
hausted. To-morrow, come what may, I will 
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throw back hie instills in his face before the 
whole court. My honour m & samurai is at 
stake. This band shall strike the villain dead. 
And yon, Honsd, beware of attempting to 
restrain me. My wife and you too have re¬ 
monstrated with me of late, because of my 
quick temper gaining mono and mors the 
mastery over me. Yet how often bare I put 
a restraint upon myself ? A samurai, with 
the spirit of a aamourai, I can no longer brook 
theee repeated insults. Yon will say I am 
bat courting destruction, bringing grief upon 
my wife. Too true, perhaps ; but the Bword I 
wear, and the dread archer god to whom I 
pray, command me to wipe oat the insults to 
my honour. Even though I die not upon the 
battle-field, if I slay this Moronawo, a service 
will be done to the Empire, and the name of 
my house will be saved from infamy. 1 have 
spoken thus freely with yon, that my motives 
may be known, and that it may not be said 
of me afterwards that I rushed upon my fate 
in a mere fit of passion, like a mad fool or 
a stupid wild-boar/’ 

Honzo :— 44 Most clearly have you put the 
matter, my lo-xL You have indeed acted with 
wisdom thro* ghout. Your servant under like 
circumstances would have lost all control." 

Waia&a (angrily) ' 14 Yai! Honed, what 
say yon ? I have acted with wisdom, you 
would have lost control. What means this ? 
I)aro you to insult me ? " 

Hohzo :— # * Far from your servant any such 
thought. Citizens, it is true, take the shady 
side of the road in winter, and the sunny one 
in summer, to avoid disputes; but the samu¬ 
rai follow no such coward's rule. I pray yon 
excuse my ill-considered words. Search my 
heart, my lord, and you will find in it no 
thought of disrespect to your servant's 
master." 

As be uttered the last words Hon id drew 
his short sword, and with a blow cut off a 
branch from a pine-tree that stood close to 
the verandah in front of the room where the 
conversation was being held: immediately re¬ 
turning the weapon deftly to its scabbard. 


Hoirzo:— 44 8a f So let the enemies of my 
lord perish by his hand." 

Waxasa :— 44 Look well there, lest there be 
any one about who can hear what we say." 

Hoxzo (after obeying Wakasanoske's direc¬ 
tion) f— 44 And now my lord it is already mid¬ 
night, pray take some vest: I will myself see 
to the alarm-clock. Do not delay my lord." 

Waaaja :— 4< I trust that yon will not dis¬ 
obey the orders I have just given to yon. As 
to my wife, I shall endeavour to leave in the 
morning without saying farewell to her." 

Bidding Hontd good night he then with¬ 
drew. For a few moments Honsd gazed after 
his lord wistfully; then rousing himself, he 
bent his stops hastily in tho direction of the 
servants’ lodgings. 

" Ho, there, some of yon," be cried in a 
load tone, 11 saddle a horse for me, quick." 

The order was obeyed without delay, and 
Honsd at once swung himself into the saddle. 

Hoxzo :— 44 Follow me, I go to the castle of 
Moronawo." 

As he spoke, Tonas6 and Konami came out 
of the apartment and hurrying op to him 
hung upon his bridle ; exclaiming— 44 Where 
are you going ? W© have overheard every¬ 
thing. How, Honsd ? Yon an old man and yet 
yon do not endeavour to moderate onr lord's 
anger by your wisdom ? what can this mean ? 
Stay, stay." 

And the two women clung beseechingly to 
his bridle. 

Hoxzo (angrily) :—“ Silenoe, both of yon. 
Onr lord's life—the existence of his house, are 
at stake. Mind you do not utter a word 
about my departure to your master. If you be¬ 
tray me, you, daughter, shall be turned out of 
my family, and you, Tonasl, shall be divorced. 
Ho, there, (to the servants) I will give yon 
your orders on the way." 

Tona*6 and Konami utter an exclamation 
of alarm. 

Honzo (sharply):— 44 You are too impor¬ 
tunate. Delay not (to the servants) but fol¬ 
low me." With which words he hastily rode off, 
clouds of dost marking his rapid passage. To- 
n&s£ and her daughter immediately after¬ 
wards betook themselves with heavy hearts 
to the inner apartment. 

End or Booi II. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE TOKUGAWA DYNASTY. 

Translatid fbom tbs Japanese especially fob tub “ Fab East/' 

-^•c««- 

(Continued from Pago 155.) 


CHAPTER ID. 

HtDETOSBI. 

LTHOUGH already in the Far East, a 
history of Hideyoshi, ( Taico sama ), 
has been given, a few words respecting him 
will not be out of place here. 

As Kuambaku, ho held higher rank than 
that of Shogun, inasmuch as it was the 
highest office under the Emperor. The Em¬ 
pire having been brought to a comparative 
state of peace by him, and that too by his 
splendid generalship, he w.elded a power such 
as none ever exceeded before or since. Al¬ 
though, therefore, he was never Shogun, and 
we usually accord a royal designation to the 
Shoguns, still we Bpeak of Hideyoshi ss of a 
ruler—for such indeed he was—and in strict 
justice, the highest station in the land, what¬ 
ever its title, under the Emperor, should have 
been the right of his descendants. 

During his rule, he was so generous that 
he waa never rich. The territories be sub¬ 
dued, he did not keep to aggrandise himself 
or his family, ambitious though ho was and 
although he was anxious that his power 
should be maintained through a long line of 
successors of his own blood. His custom 
was, to reward nobly all Who did him good 
service in war. His revenue therefore was 
so small, that it was with difficulty he could 
support the expenses of the court. 

Some are of opinion that tbis was one of 
the principal reasons which led to his inva¬ 
sion of Corea. He probably thought to en¬ 
rich himself with the spoils first of Corea, 
and then of China. 

But others hold the opinion that hia fears 
respecting the ambition of Iycyaa, induced 
him to undertake foreign enterprises; and 
that be hoped that by illness or by the sword of 
the enemy, his rival might be removed to the 
abode of the gods. 


There are also those among us who attri¬ 
bute this foreign adventure to the desire to 
occupy his mind, and relieve it from the great 
sorrow experienced in the loss of his 
favourite son. 

Whatever were hia motives, he sent an 
immense army to Corea, under many of 
the bravest of bis generals. The Emperor 
strenuously urged him not to leave the coun¬ 
try himself, but he went to Nagoya in Hisen, 
to superintend tbe dispatch of his forces. 
Iyeyas declined to go to Corea; and so we 
hear nothing of him or his clan in connection 
with the expedition. The Japanese army 
gained many victories, and many thousands of 
the Coreans were slain or taken prisoners. 
The Coreans were drivon to despair, and their 
king and several of their princes were brought 
in chains to Japan. At this critical moment 
China interposed, and a peace was negociated, 
the Coroans agreeing to pay tribute to Japan 
annually. 

Not long after this the hand o! death fell 
on Hideyoshi and be resigned all his mundane 
power in the sixty-seventh year of his age. 
His glory will remain for ever. 

He left one son—a child of six years old. 
This boy, who wee named Hideyori, he had 
caused to be betrothed to the grand-danghter 
of Iyeyas, in the hope that thus his claims 
would be supported by the only man able to 
contend for the high station be must himself 
relinquish at hie death. 

But tbe opportunity had come for which 
| Iyeyas had been patiently waiting, and we 
shall 8oo how be availed himself of it. 


CHAPTER IV. 

The Battle or Skjci-oa-haba. 

When the Emperor Ogimachi-in, grateful 
for the very distinguished services of Hiclc- 
yoshi, conferred upon him the rank of Kusm- 
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baku, the gratified ■abject fall of thankfulness 
to hi* sovereign, asked one favour of Hi* 
Majesty. A* be was a soldier of fortune he 
had risen from obscurity by his own splendid 
talent* { but he had no old and honoured 
family name. He therefore aaked the Em¬ 
peror that he would add to the favours al¬ 
ready bestowed upon him, by conferring 
upon him a family name. According to the 
request the sovereign called him ToyotomL 
He has ever since been designated Toyotomi 
Hideyoehi; and the clan formed by hi* re¬ 
tainers was known as the Toyotomi clan. 

After the death of Hideyoshi many valiant 
chiefs offered their allcgianoe to the Toyotomi 
clan. Most famous among them all was 
Sanada; by whom the cause of Hideyori, the 
son of Hideyoshi, was mainly supported for 
some time.® 

The position of Iyeyas was such that if any 
such appointment as that of Shogun was to 
be made, none was so well entitled to it as 
himself. Hideyori oertainly was not a proper 
claimant; for his great father had never held 
that office* and the oountry was not in that 
settled oondition yet which could allow of so 
responsible a poet being in the hands either 
of a child or a weak man. Nothing was more 
likely than that all the labours of Hideyoshi 
for the tranquilixation of the empire would 
be rendered of no avail, unless one chief 
should arise capable of establishing the work 
he had accomplished so far. Fortunately for 
Japan, that one powerful chief was at hand ; 
and all men saw and acknowledged that their 
own claims must sink before his. But there 
were some who thought that the claims of 
Hideyori were stronger; and after awhile, it 
became necessary to resort to arms. For the 
partisans of both sides, among the daimios, 
were powerful and resolute ; and an immense 


• Note by the translator Tb« history I am trans¬ 
lating like moat Japanese histories omits to relate 
what woo'd be far more intereetins to myself and to 
foreigners, for whom this translation n made—tbs 
me*r» by which Iyeyas displayed those great ad¬ 
ministrative talents, for which be is mainly celebrated. 
I propose, however, to Oontinue the story aa t have it 
before me for this and the following numbers of the 
/hr Fa.it, and then to supply from other sources, 
the information without which the hi lory is but an 
empty sbelL 


army was collected in support of each of the 
claimant*. The two armies met at 8eki-ga- 
hara, in Nfahiu. This was one of the famous 
battle* of the empire. And though Iyeyas 
found himself greatly outnumbered, and the 
general* opposed to him were men of mark in 
the scienoe of war, yet he gained a complete 
victory. In commencing the fight he in¬ 
timated that he had resolved to conquer or 
die. He would not survive defeat. The 
battle raged furiously throughout an entire 
day. In the ovening he found himself a 
victor; and virtually possessor of the whole 
empire. He was immediately appointed Set 
dai Shogun; and that dynasty oommenoed 
which we have just seen brought to a dose. 
He was sixty-one years of age when he was 
exalted to this high office; and it might have 
been hoped that he would have been allowed 
to spend the remainder of his days in peace. 
But this was far from being the oase. Tho 
contention with the Toyotomi clan continued 
all his days. 


CHAPTER V. 

Tbs Battlx of Osaka. 

A clan raised by such a warrior a* Hide¬ 
yoshi was not composed of materials likely to 
be easily broken up and dispersed. Not¬ 
withstanding the signal defeat they met with 
at Sclrigahara, the Toyotomi party soon 
rallied, and felt themselves strong and im¬ 
portant. 

Hideyori occupied the oastlo of Osaka, 
surrounded by his clansmen and supporters, 
who all appeared to be fired with the most 
burning seal in the young man's favour. 
Iyeyas demanded that it should bo given up, 
as he viewed the garrisoning it with a power¬ 
ful army, with full supplies sufficient fora 
lengthened defence, with distrust. 

Hideyori and his generals refused to give 
it up. Their force amounted to some 25,000 
men, and they resolved to await the result of 
a siege, should the Shogun think proper to 
bring his forces against it. 

Sanada was the commander in chief of the 
Toyotomi army, and well did he merit the 
high position. There are some who say that 
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never before or sinoa, wm one who under¬ 
stood the scienoe of military tactics as he 
did. He never wavered for a moment in his 
loyalty to his master, nor in his determina¬ 
tion to fight his enemies, whoever or however 
numerous they might be. And indeed his 
conrege was well tried; for when Iyeyae 
brought up his army and invested the place, 
his warriors were so numerous, that it looked 
as if they ooold have borne everything bodily 
before them. Such an army had never been 
seen in Japan before. 

But in spite of its numbers and of the 
great fame and ability of its leader—the 
Shogun Iyeyas in person—it was destined to 
a most disastrous reverse. Five years bad 
elapsed since the battle of Selrigahara; and 
Iyeyas was now sixty-six years of age. As 
all men have their peculiar wayB and habits, 
so Iyeyas had his. It was his custom, well- 
known to every one, when he had made his 
dispositions and drawn up his army in battle 
array, to take a hot bath. Taking advantage 
of this habit, Sanada prepared his plans. He 
foresaw that the death of the great chief 
would throw his army into confusion, and 
probably at onoe sod for ever relieve Hide- 
yosbi from further molestation. He there¬ 
fore formed an advance camp outside the 
castle, in such a position that in all probabili¬ 
ty if it were abandoned Iyeyas would himself 
take possession of it When then Iyeyas 
approached this camp, the men who had oc¬ 
cupied it retreated to the castle as if in terror. 
The bait took and Iyeyas was deceived. Every 
convenience was found for the indolgenoe of 
his well-known habit nnd when he had ar¬ 
ranged his troops, and seen to all the prelim¬ 
inaries of the attack, he ordered bis attendants 
to prepare his bath. This wss another of the 
hair-breadth escapes of his life. A train of 
gunpowder had been laid, communicating with 
a mine, which should have blown him np with 
a large number of his array. This latter was 
effected, but by singular good fortune, the 
explosion took plaoe before be was within 
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reach. It was s very violent one and was 
followed by a conflagration, which threw the 
army into the most dire confusion. The fire 
cast a lurid glare on the armour and weapons 
of the soldiers, and ballots and arrows poured 
in among them, so that they were completely 
demoralised and put to the rout. Twenty 
thousand fighting men were left dead upon 
the field. 

Iyeyas escaped with a single attendant. As 
he was flying, he fell into a deep stream 
covered with drifting ice, aud whilst strug¬ 
gling to save himself from drowning he saw 
a party of the enemy approaching the spot, 
in pursuit of fugitives. He managed to hide 
himself sufficiently to escape observation, by 
drawing over bis head some floating <UbrU ; 
and even when it wss possible for him to 
regain the solid land, he was obliged to keep 
concealed. In this position he remained with 
his only attendant daring a whole day. The 
glittering swords of his pursuers and the 
clashing of their armour as they rushed upon 
the fugitives they overtook thrilled their 
blood, and made them hold their breath with 
anxiety. 

After surmounting many dangers of the 
way, Iyeyas arrived safely at Kioto, whore he 
soon found himself surrounded with a strong 
force. A poeco wss agreed upon between the 
contending parties, the Toyotomi clan being 
permitted to retain the three provinces. Bot 
under various pretences the Shogun Iyeyas 
delayod the fulfilment of the conditions, until 
the Toyotomi vassals became so infuriated 
that they once more flew to arms. 

Their lord was residing in Osaka castle, 
and soon 200,000 men assembled there. They 
unanimously resolved to conquer or die in 
their master's cause. 

Iyeyas was at Tsuruga when this news 
reached him. He at onos called out all the 
powerful daimios who had assisted him in 
the previous war; and on the first day of 
the fifth month he appeared at Osaka with 
an immenao force. The hills and valleys were 
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oovered with the innumerable banners of the 
various warriors. The army spread from 
Yamanona on tty north to Sumijoehi on the 
south—a distance of fifteen miles. 

The garrison of Osaka shewed no alarm at 
the advance of this mighty host—said to num¬ 
ber 730,000 men;—and the general, Sanada, 
determined to repel the attack of the besiegers 
as before. 

A battle was fought. Two days it lasted 
without either side claiming aucoess. On the 
night of the seoond day, however, a mine was 
exploded which threw the Shogun's army 
into great confusion. They were panic* 
stricken, and fled in all directions, not con¬ 
sidering whether they fell among friends or 
enemies. Iyeyas himself, now an old man, 
seventy-four years of age, had to escape as best 
he might; and taking the direction of Kawa- 
shi, he reached that state with cnly four at¬ 
tendants. He was seised with a vomiting of 
blood, on the way, which somewhat stupefied 
him. One of his attendants brought him 
round by vigorous slapping of the back ; and 
by great attention he recovered his faculties. 
But he was unable to walk; and to add to 
their misfortune, it commenced to rain heavi¬ 
ly, and the night was very dark. They could 
get no caugo, and were obliged to place him 
in a bier, ordinarily used for conveying coffins 
containing the dead on their way to the Yu* 
karaba at the temple to be washed. He was 
satisfied even with this conveyance ; and his 
four faithful attendants gladly carried him. 
After a weary march they arrived at a mo¬ 
nastery called Ham La, thoroughly exhausted. 
Here they encountered several of the enemy, 
who treated them with some violence. One 
of them oven pierced the bier with his spear, 
not knowing who the rider was. Iyeyas was 
stabbed in the thigh; bat one of his atten¬ 
dants cut the Bpear handle in two, and all 
fought for him with desperation, and drove 
the assailants back. At dawn next day they 
arrived at Hotta, where is a splendid temple 
dedicated to Hatchiman. Here he remained 
and displayed his standard ; which was no 
sooner recognised, than his daimios and their 


retainers flocked to it, and cheered him onoe 
more with loud cries of “ Long live our lord." 

Bnt though the effect of the explosion was 
for the moment so disastrous to the army of 
Iyeyas, the Toyotomi clan had been quite 
driven to despair by the two days fig'&ting. 
They were in great confusion; and Iyeyas, 
knowing that such must be the oase, again 
advanced to the attack of Osaka castle. 

It was determined to carry it by assault, 
and vigorous were the efforts made by the 
Shogun's army. For three dayB the garri¬ 
son repelled every attack. At length 
the defence though as desperate as ever, 
evidently became weaker, and at the close of 
the third day victory declared for Iyeyas. 
Hideyoehi—the son and legitimate successor 
of the great Hideyori—was a fugitive, and 
the triumph of Iyeyas was complete. Hide¬ 
yori fled to Sasshiu (Satsuma), where he was 
received with all possible honour; and here 
for a while he remainod. 

This was the last battle fought by Iyeyas. 
He died in the fourth month of the following 
year at his castle at Sumpu. He was seventy 
five years old at his death, and had exercised 
sovereign power fourteen years. He was 
much beloved by his subjects during his life, 
and they grieved for him when they heard of 
his decease, with most genuine sorrow. At 
first he was interred at Mount Kuno, on the 
southern coast of Tsurnga; bat as in his 
will, he expressed, a desire to be buried at 
Nikko, his body was removed to that moan- 
tain, where a magnificent temple was erected 
as his shrine. It was dedicated to him, and 
he is worshipped there under the title of 
To-aho-gn. 

Toyotomi Hideyori took refuge in Sasshin, 
the province of the brave and powerful daimio 
Shim adieu (Satsuma), which clan is still most 
influential There he assembled a great army 
and determined to rule over the Empire with 
the sclf-assnmed title of Shogun. Whilst he 
and his generals prepared for the invasion 
of all opposing territories, they heard of the 
death of Iyeyas; and the newB filled them 
with joy. Bnt at this particular moment, 
the hand of death was busy amongst them* 
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solve* Several of tbeir best gen rale died; 
San ad a being one of tbe victims. 

Still Hideyori was not discouraged. He 
and Shimadzu sent out a force under a good 
general, to Hi ten, which ravaged and destroy- 
cd many castles. 

I will now tell you how it fell out that 
Shimadiu became so strong an ally and sup¬ 
porter of Toyotomi clan. 

Toyotomi Hideyoshi was not only the 
greatest but the most generous man the 
Empire of Nippon has ever produced. I have 
already said that in his days there were 
eighteen large daimioa, who ruled as indepen¬ 
dent sovereigns in their own dominions, and 
•pent their time principally in making war 
upon each other. 

Hideyoshi had quelled them all but Shims- 
dsu ; and deeming it necessary to finish his 
great work, by bringing this potent prince 
to reason, he attacked him again and again, 
but without success. 

At length finding he could not attain his 
end by force, he resorted to stratagem. The 
Shimadxu people at this time were staunch 
upholders of the Monto sect—one of the eight 
Buddhist sects of Japan. Their principal 
monastery was that of Hong&nji, which alone 
contained more than 10,000 priests. Talcing 
advantage of this circumstance, Hideyoshi 
disguised his troops in the garb of Monto 
priests. They wore tbe koromo which wss 
tbo distinguishing garb of a Buddhist priest* 
and their armour and weapons were carried 
in the boxes which were admitted as their 
baggage. They announced their intention of 
visiting Shimadxu's dominions ; and were un¬ 


suspectingly received. They entered Kago- 
thiraa, wheic was the principal castle of tbe 
territory—the dwelling place of the daimio 
himself ; and as they passed along, the people 
revercndly bowed themselves, uttering the 
prayer of their sect 44 Namn Amida Butsz,” 
and presented them with all kinds of de¬ 
licacies. 

These priestly visitors, while receiving all 
this kindness, were constantly watching their 
opportunity; and in a short time, on a Btormy 
and rainy night* they snddenly appeared all 
armed, with their weapons in their hands. 
They were no longer priests, but terrible and 
stalwart warriors. They set fire to the city, 
seized the castle, taking the whole garrison by 
surprise. The bravest of the leaders were 
sought out and slain almost before they could 
rise from their beds. 

Thus was the castle taken, and a great vic¬ 
tory secured. Fourteen hundred men were 
killed, and Shimadzu himself made prisoner- 
The supposition, of course, was* that, after the 
manner of the time, such a signal success 
would be followed by the annihilation of the 
Shimadiu clan, and the seiinre of the terri¬ 
tory by the victor. But Hideyoshi receiv¬ 
ed Shimadzu as a prince, forgave his long 
opposition to him, and restored to him his 
estates. 

Then Shimadiu and all his subjects took an 
oath that so long as his house should last, it 
should form the van in protecting the Toyo¬ 
tomi dm. 

(To be continued.) 
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CHINE8E MORAL TALES. 

No. 3.—Tununft rr a Last. 

■ * W * — 


Thk Uiviettou* Mae 
HE fOLLOwiHO story reports bow the soul 
of an un virtnnu* learned man had been 
transmitted into a new-born female infant. 

There once lived a very scholarly man, 
whose name was San. He was handsomely 
built and of pleasing manners, but without 
virtue. At one time, shortly before the pub' 
*ic examination of the schools of the province 
where be dwelt, he and a literary companion 
retired to a secluded house in the country to 
stndy. He occupied one room and his friend 
another. One evening while he was reading 
his books he was stArtled by a sudden noise 
above him. On looking up he saw a snake 
20 feet long. Its head was as large as a bucket. 
To all appearance it fixed itself in attitude for 
springing upon him. To hia great horror the 
monster without further delay threatened hia 
destruction by saying that he was sent thither 
to devour him. On hearing this the man 
fainted away. The servant having heard a 
crashing noise rushed into the room and saw 
prostrate on the floor his master's apparently 
lifeless form. The doctor having hern sent 
for, he tried to get him restored, but met with 
little success. They then removed him to 
his own (family) home. He revived gra¬ 
dually, but could not speak. He was as an 
animal poaaesaing animal life only — his soul 
frightened out of him by the snake. He 
thus lay for days on his bed, utterly unable 
to speak a single word. On one sunny day 
he heard a fly buzzing in the chamber which 
he occupied, 44 This 44 said he," is my soul come 
lack again !”—but the fly flew through the 
open window into the next door neighbour's 
house, which was that of a rich nobleman to 
whom had been bora that same morning a 
lovely little daughter. The fly having wend¬ 
ed its way into the room where the babe lay, 
it (the fly) got in at its mouth and thus se¬ 


cured to himself its destined tenement of 
clay. [The fly—(it is averred) was the soul 
of the unvirtuous learned man, and now 
that it had taken possession of the body 
of a female, it was too late for him to re¬ 
pent of his sins.] The soulless man, after 
a while, died. A servant told the rich noble¬ 
man's family that the deceased had informed 
his wife, prior to his death, that his soul had 
transmigrated into the body of a female child, 
and that it was supposed to be the nobleman's 
daughter. On hearing this they felt greatly 
pleased, and said, 44 our little daughter will no 
doubt turn out a very bright girl.” They 
therefore gave her a new name, being that which 
is often adopted by literary men, vis: Pre¬ 
cious bright tions . She was now about one 

year old but shewing an unusual degree of 
intelligence already. When the eon 
home from school be asked his father to 
examine his composition (being one of those 
which he was going to produce at the public 
examination). His father feeling indisposed 
told him to go and shew it to his teacher. 
The little girl, being present said, that if 
it had a single mistake he could not graduate. 
The brother felt annoyed at one so young 
making such a remark, and said, indignantly, 
M What do you know about books, when as yet 
you are not able to walk !" When this little girl 
reached the age of three yearn she was sent 
to school. Her teacher said she must study 
the Thousand Character Classic and the One 
Hundred Family Surnames . She told the 

teacher that she had learned them long ago. 
The teacher looked at her with astonishment, 
and said, 44 My child, bow came you to bo so 
far advanced, be : ng yet only three years of 
ago!” The teacher having examined her, 
found that what the child said was quits 
correct. So he wrote a letter to her father, 
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■frying— u The wisdom of your little girl is 
equal to that of oar ancient sages; without 
a doubt, she is endowed with heavenly wisdom." 

The whole city became aware of this 
wonderful fact, and many crowded to her 
dwelling to crave a single sight of this young 
genius. 44 One of the greatest events, said 
they, in the history of our times." After 
a while the girl came of sge to be betrothed 
[a custom religiously adhered to in China 
among all classes.] Her father was a very 
particular man. The mothers of several illus¬ 
trious young noblemen made application, but 
to no purpose. Last of all the mother of 
another suitor wrote to her father on her 
birthday, and expressed her wish to become 
the mother-in-law of his only daughter. 
When the father Baw this last applicant's son 
he did not like his appearance ; he thought he 
looked stupid and ill-natured, and so conclud¬ 
ed to give him the oold shoulder with all the 
rest. Not long after this a mysterious murder 
took place in tho city, and the father of the 


little girl was accused of being the murderer, 
and afterwards condemned. This sad event 
brought the family to a state of poverty, in¬ 
somuch that the brother was compelled to sell 
his sister for 300 Taels, a sum far below what 
her father had been offered for her oo pre¬ 
vious occasions. The little girl, though 
young in years, was possessed of all the learn¬ 
ing and mental culture which the unvir- 
tnoufl man had possessed ; and her habits and 
words were those of an elderly person from 
baby-hood. 

The snake^ it is supposed, was ome of the 
genii, and was sent by one of the principal 
deities to perform this act of justice. Talents, 
whether native or cultivated, are far too pre¬ 
cious to be encased in the bodies of those 
who live nothing better than brutes. These 
gods are said to be most numerous. Their 
most appropriate way for expressing omni¬ 
presence is M Kwd-tou San-chih Yin 8hin." 
“ Three feet over head there is a god." 


JAPAN E 8 E SKETCHES, 


About thi IjmsiBL* Would. 

The Japanese believe in an invisible world 
called Jigoku and Gokuraku. The former is 
the place of punishment of the Buddhists, 
and has eight principal divisions, each of 
which is again divided into sixteen sob-divi¬ 
sions, making in all one hundred and twenty 
eight. The King of Hades is called Yam- 
mad, who judges tbs souls of the dead: and 
according to their conduct in this world 
oonsigns them to happiness or misery. His 
capital and his judgment hall are situate in 
the centre of Hades. It is said that the 
capital is 280 miles in circumference, and the 
palace in which he resides is 130 miles in 
circumferenoe. The palace is surrounded by 
seven deep moats and a wall. This wall is 
built of immense stones nearly 100 feet in 


length. On all sides there are iron towers. 
Within the wall are sixty palaoes; one of 
them called Uji odd, reaches above the clouds. 
Its pillars are of ooral and agate. There are 
also many gates, tho frames of which are 
iron, the doors crystal. To the east of this 
palace is a mountain of long double-edged 
swords; and the Buddhist's place of punish¬ 
ment lies to tho north east. In the ea*t~ 
south-east of Hades, is a road, by which the 
souls of the dead creasing the Shidd moun¬ 
tain and the Sandsu river travel to Yemmad's 
judgment hall. From this place two roads 
branch off; one to Gokuraku or Paradise; 
the other to Jigoku. Before crossing the 
river, they are stripped of their clothes by an 
old woman called Shotsukababa. From south¬ 
east to the north-west there flows a river 
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called Scdzu which fl^ti into a bouriiilesa and adulterers are dealt with. There is the 
ocean. river Sodxu, which is deep as the ocean, and 

Tlirno arc ton kings in Hades, but the into ^ they are thrown by devils. There 

chief one is Ycrnmad whose subjects number * • called Gokuwaro whose residence 

over 200 , 000 . ** on *>ath hank of this river, westward 

4 . * 4 ii i*i* , A , from the judgment hall. In front of it are 

A story is told which is supposed to have * ^ 

originated with a man who returned from the ot “**“• °‘ l,ed * <m0 - h * Uri - “ 

Rode. To the eastward of the palace there which the “ of men "" wei * hed - Ac ‘ 

is a ground called Hachindai Jigoku, which is 00rdui « to J h * we « hl in tbe * *" ,cnt 

i a . * . c a i , some to Yakedo and others to Shikusbodo. 

enveloped in everlasting fire and smoke, and 

trembles as in an earthquake. It is supposed ***? P*** 08- * the B P iriU uf 

to lie 27 billion, of mile, under Nan-yen- the ** r "* ch *•»“**«. wher * “ the Mir * 

budai—the 128 dirisions. It is guarded by ™ of j^™'***™*. which re- 

.. 0 .. , fleets at once their deeds, whether good or 

an iron or a stone castle. Here is the place 

, . . - ., ,, . . i evil, done in the body. This mirror is the 

of torture for those who have rejected the . , J 

Nirai's advice in this world. Here are also m ° 8t P ™^ 0118 ^ ln U^d^a* 

the six roads of the Buddhist Hades, to which No l* n 080 <**•**** the tortures of the six 

the souls of the dead are sent after judgment. rxmdH ot tho Buddhist Hades. But in the 

They lead to J goku, Yakedo, Shikushodo, 500111 ““""“T of Shika Nirai, a general 

Shurado, Ningen and Tcnji. The first is the declared by YenmaA It was 

general name of Hades ; the second is the * or fifteen days, during which all those 

place where the spirits arc raving with hunger; punishment were allowed to do as they 

the third is the place of torment, and where hked and the gates of Hades were opened 

transmigration into beasts, birds, Ac., takes wide. 

place. Tbo n©\t is tike place where the It now remains to relate the popular atory 
torment consists of fighting and slaughter; of the wonderful battle in Had* a. It is, of 
the next is the abode of human beings, and coqim., remembered, that the Japanese in early 
the Pat is where supplies of all kinds arc pro- times v~ere divided into four great families, 
curable. According to the heinousnesa of Oen, Hci, To and Kitsn; all of Imperial de- 
their crime they are sent to these miserable scent. At first tbey loyally protected the 
places. The dark sp 4 *ice between Kartli and Kmpcrors; but subsequently they became 
Hades is supposed to be in the centre of the envious of r-ach other, and this caused fre¬ 
earth 5 and the place culled Tori be no at qaent quarrels between them. As they died, 
Yamashiro, is declared to be the entrance to one after the other, tbey all fonnd themselves 
Hades. It is from thence that the departed in Hades. Among them were Yoritomo, 
spirits, wandering about in the outer dark- Hideyoahi, and many of our bravest and 
ness over hundreds and hundreds of miles, mightiest men. Indeed it must be borne 
cross the Shide mountain before-mentioned, constantly in mind that by this time Hades 
After encountering great trouble on the had become filled with all our gallant 
mountain they arrive at a place belonging to generals and soldiers. They all assembled to- 
one of YcnunaA’t subjeta nam*d Shinknwao. gather, and it was agreed to visit the emperor 
Ho judges them as to their crimes in life, Goto ban o-in, who wss wandering on the 
and then sends them on to the mountain of boundless plain called Mugen. They persujui- 
swords or needles, whose top is crowned with ed h*m to aid them in destroying Hades, that 
clouds and fog. Passing over this monntnin, so tho future torments should be avoided, 
they arrive st the second place, where liars The conspiracy formed was for the purpose of 
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exterminating the demon*, their most bated 
enemies. They first called together all the 
swordsmitha, who assembled to the number 
of 488,000. Stealing all the iron pota to he 
found in Hades, they forged them into 
bright swords, spear* and halberds in a day. 
Next the innumerable horses of the Shikishido 
were appropriated. Then the vast army be¬ 
ing organised, was formed into eight divisions, 
all of whom marched against the Temmacbo, 
the castle of Yemmad. 

Hideyothi at the head of 828,000 men pit¬ 
ched his camp at the eastward of the castle. 
Iyevas' took his position at mount Isoroi to 
the westward. Yoritomo Belted the southern 
side with 4,325,000 troops ; and his brother, 
Yosbitsnne boldly entered into the inner part, 
mnbitau, with 548,000 men. Nobunaga com¬ 
manded 837,000 warriors by land in addition 
to a greater number on board of ships. The 
emperor Gotobano-in marched against the 
palace called Hanrin, where the demons were 
repairing their various instruments of torture. 
It is said that they numbered 4,942,000. 

Thus was Yemmacho besieged. The as¬ 
sailants carried everything before them. Tbe 
chiefs and magistrates of Hades were assem¬ 
bled at the court of Yerama (the Commander 
in chief of the infernal regions) the Yetnma 
was at the head of his table entertaining 
them ; and all were enjoying the banquet; 
singing Japanese songs, reciting poetry, and 
composing a kind of verae consisting of 
seventeen syllables. They took very little 
notice of tbe invaders. But at the moment the 
mirth was at the highest, a deafening shout 
was heard, and tbe assault was delivered on 
all sides. Taken by surprise, the demons at 
first made very little resistance; until Yem- 
mad, awaking to the imminetioc oT his danger, 
plucked up spirit* and resolved to defend his 
capital to the last. Taking personal com¬ 
mand of his foroea, he garrisoned the eighty 
four towers with officers and soldiers, who 
threw down from the mighty wall large 
stones, as thick as hail. 


But the brave invaders broke down tho 
western gate, And entered tbe capital, pour¬ 
ing in like a flood. They set tbe city on 
fire; and the flames soon Bpread over 1080 
square miles. 

Tbe interior of this wondrous city sur¬ 
passes mortal comprehension. It was adorned 
with magnificent palaces, many of them of 
gold, stiver and precious stones, and ex¬ 
quisitely sculptured. In short it had that 
air of luxury and splendour, suitable to tbe 
capital of Hades, but such as the world never 
saw. 


In tbe battle Yctnmad himself received a 
slight wound by an arrow, and he was obliged 
to retreat from tbe place where be bad lived 
so long. No less than 4,000 years had he 
governed Hades from that palace. He and 
his immediate followers now met with many 
adventures. His own single chance of escape 
was in leaping from the wall, a hundred feet 
high with a wide moat at its base. Tbe 
enemy thought they had certainly secured 
him now, but to their amazement he madn 
the jump with ease. The demons, unprepared 
as they were, could make but little resistance 
against tbe hosts of the invaders. They de¬ 
termined to defend their king through rvery 
danger and to every extremity; but they 
found it impossible to find a spot where they 
could make au effectual stand. At last tin y 
succeeded iu crossing tbe Sjndsu river and 
pitched their camp on tho coast. The in¬ 
vaders swiftly came up in pursuit, but had no 
boats to take them to tbe opposite shore. 
They called for all tbe ship's carpenteri, 
therefore, from among their host, and in 
three days, they constructed 428,009 ships 
Thus did the army cross, and the demons 
were once more quickly put to flight. 

Yemma6, in this extremity, sent an em¬ 
bassy to Gokursku (Paradise) for assistance ; 
but in vain. No assistance came. Ho and 
his subject * were annihilated, and the place of 
punishment was broken and utterly destroyed* 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


HEAD QUARTERS HOUSE, 
BRITISH CAMP, BLUFF, 
YOKOHAMA. 

A LTHOUGH most of those who see the 
Far Bast art aware that England and 
France have troops stationed ashore at Yoko¬ 
hama, it maj occur to those who are not well 
acquainted with the history of oar early in¬ 
tercourse with Japan, since the opening of 
the porta, to question why these nations 
should hare troops in barracks, in the terri¬ 
tory of a friendly foreign power ? It is suf¬ 
ficient to explain that the hoatility to for¬ 
eigners was so great for some time after the 
ports were opened that the government of 
the country was not able to afford proper 
protection to the new comers. Hence it was, 
that at the request of the Shogun’s ministers, 
a force was sent, for whose reception the go¬ 
vernment built barracks, and provided ex¬ 
cellent accommodations. The presence of 
these land troope has undoubtedly acted be¬ 
neficially, in keeping the settlement of Yoko¬ 
hama safe fron attacks which would more 
than once ha\e been made bad they been 
absent. 

In the quiet times we have lately passed, 
the number of the troops has been greatly 
reduced. The English portion of them only 
numbers about 300 Royal Marine Light 
Infantry, under the command of Colonel 
Richards, and a full complement of officers. 
The barracks have of late been so improved 
that the regiments formerly occupying them 
would hardly recognise them. The head- 
quarter’s house is that to the right centre of 
the picture, overlooking the harbour; and is of 
course occupied by the oolonel commandant. 
The root seen in front of it is that of one of 
the captaihs’ quarters, and the barracks them¬ 
selves sp re ad away at the back of the boose 
to the left of the picture. There was re¬ 
cently a talk of the foreign forces being dis¬ 
pensed with shortly, and the barracks being 


banded over to Japanese troope. We hops 
the day is yet distant when this arrangement 
will be carried out; as the present troubles 
in the country shew plainly that too much 
confidence must not be placed in the loyalty 
of the Japanese men-at-arms. 


OTE BAS HI, YEDO CASTLE. 

Whilst the history of the Tokugawa dynasty 
is proceeding, many of our illustrations will 
be of places and persons connected with that 
illustrious family. The building of the castle 
of Yedo will be alluded to in our next number, 
in its proper place in the narrative. Suffice 
it, that, although now every one may wander 
at his own sweet will over almost all parts of 
the castle, so recently as 1868 no common 
person could pass over the moat here depicted 
without an order. The bridge led to the 
Ot4 go mong, through which was approached 
that highest portion of the castle domains on 
which of old stood the principal buildings, 
inhabited by the Shogun and his immediate 
family, household and attendants. They were 
destroyed by fire in the time of the tenth 
Shogun and have never sinoe been rebuilt. 

AT THE TOKUGAWA SHRINES, 
OOWENO. 

It is a remarkable fact, that all religions 
which raise altars to the Supreme Being, and 
observe ceremonial worship, have lights placed 
at each side of the altar. In all Buddhist 
temples these are found, and generally also a 
a pair are placed outside the building, one on 
each side of the entrance. It is but rarely, 
however, that there is any light put in the 
outside ones ; and even when it is, the illumi¬ 
nation is so infinitesimal, that, except as a com¬ 
pliment to the god, it is not worth the trouble. 
At the shrines of the Shoguns, at Shiba^ 
Ooweno, and elsewhere, are numerous lanterns 
in rows on each aide of the courtyards front¬ 
ing the buildings containing the altars. Some 
are very handsome, and made of bronae, but 
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most of them are stone—all of the tame pat- 
tern, a* seen in the picture Each one of 
thea» lanterns at the shrine*. is the gift of 
a daimio. whose name, as the donor, is cast or 
engraven upon it We are glad to say that 
as yet the deeolation that has overtaken 
everything else connected with the Shognns 
in Ycdo, has not attacked these shrines them- 
selves ; although the great temples both st 
Shiba and Ooweno have been destroyed 


KAMAKURA. 

This spot the most popular rendezvous of 
all excursionists from Yokohama is one of the 
historical centres of the empire, and is the 
scene of the tale we sre now publishing. 
The following extract from a short record of 
Japan, written by Mr. Mori, lately Japanese 
Minister at Washington, w*!l shew the reason 
of its former importance. It wss the centre 
of government The pictore we present in 
this number will give a notion of its utter 
decline. The tori-i at the end of th- street is 
at the entrance to the temple of Hschimaxi— 
the main attraction of the pises, but that 
there wss ever an important city here there 
is indeed little to evidence. The modest- 
looking thatch covered house to the left of 
the centre is the tea house st which all ex¬ 
cursionists put up ; and if it be not much to 
look at, there is at least always a pleasant 
welcome from the gudewife who manages it, 
and from her satellites. 

44 In the thirteenth century (a.d. seventh 
century), Tendi, a member of the royal family, 
afterward one of the greatest among all our 
sovereigns, married a daughter of one of the 
most devoted and able of all the oonrtiers. 
This marriage, prompted by a political mo¬ 
tive, was indirectly the cause of the forma¬ 
tion of a powerful party in the state. Naka- 
tom u, afterwards Fndiwara, a most talented 
man of that age, led the conspiracy and soon 
determined upon the bold ech< me of over¬ 
throwing Soga, the ruling minister of the 
court, who wae a wicked and unprincipled 
character. It is enough to say that the plot 
succeeded by the assassination of the minister 
while attending court Fndiwara was ap¬ 


pointed the principal minister of the crown 
on the ssanmption by Tendi of the royal 
authority. The none of this remarkable min¬ 
ister were all talented, and successively filled 
the high office of principal minister after their 
father's death. Tbs office then came to be 
regarded as hereditary in the Fndiwara fami¬ 
ly. The inheritance was subtly and perman¬ 
ently secured through the policy of taking 
the ladies of the court, who were destined to 
become queens and princesses, from this 
particular family. Thus the throne fell virtual¬ 
ly under the control of the Fndiwara family, 
and may be considered as haring been actual¬ 
ly owned by them. Discords and jealousies 
however, disturbed the harmony of the family, 
while the military classes, to which were 
entirely and carelessly intrusted the task of 
queHingdisturbanoea, speedily gained strength, 
and assumed the great powers and functions 
which were subject to no will except their 
own. The position of the throne was not at 
its worst so long as it remained under the 
civil yoke of the courtiers, but it became sadly 
degraded under tbe military despotism that 
followed in tbe last part of the Oshei era. 
This condition was aggravated and developed 
by the foolish and frequent attempts of the 
feeble sovereigns to regain their lost power 
and restore the dignity of the throne. As 
soon as the arms-bearing classes began to 
participate in the partisan struggles of the 
court, the throne became a plaything for their 
sport. Sad and horrible was the fate of the 
poor and unhappy tenants of royalty; brief 
was their authority; dethroned, imprisoned, 
banished, and murdered, they served to illus¬ 
trate no maxim more truly than that which 
declares that times of faction are difficult for 
kingB. The anarchy which followed terminat¬ 
ed by leaving the power entirely in the hands 
of Tori torn o, and a phantom king in the 
peaceful possession of the throne. The pa¬ 
tronage of the throne, such as it had become, 
was left to oontinne as before in tbo Fndiwara 
family, since the independence of the power 
of the Shiogunate, or government under Ge¬ 
neralissimo, newly established by Yoritomo, 
was not affected thereby. 

The third division of the hietory of Japan 
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which hits been already inferred to ait the era 
of Hasbei, or the government of secular rulers, 
began with the establishment of the first Shio- 
gunate, in the year 1852 (a.d. 1192), and 
terminated in the year 2527 (a.d. 1867, having 
endured sit hundred and seventy-five years. 

The people, during the latter period of the 
Oshei role, suffered all the distress that an¬ 
archy could occasion, while the strong and 
ambitions sons of the community followed 
willing leaders in the bloody sport of arms. 
Amid the confusion it was not difficult for the 
shrewd and successful Yontomo, riding above 
the din of differences, to foresee results and 
control the turbulent elements beneath him. 
The success which attended him w«s due, in a 
large measure, to the influence and character he 
enjoyed as a member of the Minamoto family. 
This great family, established and recognised 
for many years, wm held in great esteem 
throughout the north-eastern portion of the 
country. From his relation with the Mina- 
motos he derived his principal support. He 
encouraged each of his followers to believe 
himself the sole confidant of his leader’s 
schemes, and in this cunning manner separat¬ 
ed their interests and made them his own. 
Yontomo is sometimes spoken of sa a heartless 
and ignoble tyrant. Nearly all those around 
him who became possible rivals in power or 
popularity were cruelly handled when he had 
exhausted the benefits of their service. Dis- 
cords were allowed to prevail among those 
whom he hated, and unconscious participants 
iu such quarrels soon paid the penalty of their 
chief senvy in proscription, imprisonment, and 
even death, nis great prudence and wisdom 
dictated the abnegation of official title and 
rank in connection with his secular sovereign¬ 
ty. The latter he possessed in all its fulness, 
and the former he oonld dispense with as a 
dangerous and useless appendage- He clearly 
saw the importance of having the seat of 
bis government strongly intrenched in some 
eastern port on of the country, distant from 
the capital. And Kamakura, about twenty 
mile* west of Yokohama, was selected for the 
purpose. There he organised the court of 
the first Shiogunato in great magnificence 
and dignity. The power thus localized be¬ 


came supreme not only over all secular affairs 
of the empire, but also in its relation to the 
throne. The sovereignty of the Shiogunato 
began to be distinctly regarded is that of the 
lord of the land, while the influence and power 
of tbe emperor became nominal. 

The dynasty of Yontomo terminated with 
tbe thisd of tbe family in succession. Never¬ 
theless, the Shiogunato at Kamakura was not 
allowed to fall into abeyance. Available 
courtiers of the imperial followers, and of the 
royal family, were selected to formally fill the 
office. These nominal Shioguns came to be 
controlled by a powerful family called Hojo, 
which included many able and remarkable 
characters among its members. This family 
was founded by one who, from the first, was 
attached to the interests and fortunes of Yori- 
to mo. Besides being a devoted follower, be 
was also the father-in-law of his chief. None 
of the Hojo family, though they managed the 
affairs of state for nearly one hundred and 
fifty years, attempted to usurp the title of 
Shiogun. During this time the selection of 
the emperors and the Shioguns depended 
solely upon their pleasure. Returning to the 
subject of intercourse between Japan and 
China, which has occupied our attention in 
this paper, we find that the communication 
first became irregular, and finally ceased al. 
together. The constant internal difficulty and 
disturbance in both nations severed their 
friendly international relations, and destroyed 
their interest in and capacity for foreign 
affairs. In the twentieth century (a.d. 1200) 
China grew to be a formidable aggrandiser. 
Her attitude toward us wss so arrogant that 
the pride of our people was disturbed and 
offended. While this feeling of irritation pre¬ 
vailed, several ambassadors sent from China 
arrived at the court of Kamakura. Some of 
these who came first were received in an in¬ 
dignant spirit; but those who came later were 
arrested and rudely put to death by order of 
Tokimune, the sixth of the Hojo family. The 
Emperor of China, who was the famua Ku- 
blai Khan, upon receiving intelligence of 
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those events, no longer concealed the real 
object of his embassies. At an early moment 
he gave effect to a long-cherished scheme by 
entering upon the conquest of Japan. An in¬ 
vasion of oar western seaboard by a power¬ 
fully-equipped naval and military force fol¬ 
lowed in the yoar 1941 (a.d. 1281). This 
mighty preparation was doomed to disaster 
and defeat. It seems that the elements enlisted 
themselves in the cause of Japan; for, no 
sooner had this expedition, with good pro¬ 
spect of success, began its manoeuvres and 
opened the battle which threatened the whole 
nation, than there arose suddenly a furious 
gale which dispersed the enemy's fleet and 
overwhelmed it with disaster. But a few out 
of the thirty thousand invaders were spared 
to reach their native land. This is the only 
alarm that Japan has ever suffered from 
China-" 

IDZU OR IR0-0-8AKI LIGHT- 
HOUSE. 

From the tame source as we quoted in our 
own last, we take the subjoined description 
of this lighthouse :— 

We sighted this light in the early grey of 
the morning, and the sea being smooth, the 
boat was lowered and we made for the shore, 
which, owing to the water being shallow, was 
some distance from the ship. However, a 
few minutes sufficed to r ach the entrance to 
the harbour. This harbonr is much used by 
Japanese junks, the lighthouse being situated 
on the (Ape which itself forms, ss it were, one 
side of the harbour. The entrance is really 
very imposingnarrow in the extreme, in¬ 
deed more like a canal than a harbour, with 
rocks even partially shutting out what little 
room there is, and on each sido enormous 
cliffs looming up, some nearly two hundred 
feet high. Those cliffs aro indeed moet 
peculiar in appearance, being apparently worn 
by the sea for a hundred feet up their rugged 
sides. At one place a narrow Ladder has been 
erected, by means of which those who are ac¬ 
customed to such work may mount the cliff 
without going to the head of the harbour. 


But we dared none of these things, and land¬ 
ed at a small village farther up. From this 
we walked up the bed of a mountain water¬ 
course, long since dried up or diverted by 
some change in the surface of the earth near 
that spot. Each side of this path was cover¬ 
ed with evergreens, shrubs and fernB, and al¬ 
though the ascent was very severe yet the 
walk was pleasant. On reaching the top of 
the hill we followed the path through large 
open meadow lands to the extreme end of the 
promontory where the lighthouse of Iro-o- 
aaki is situated. From time immemorial, 
and until the lighting of the light on Rock 
Island, a fire has been shown from this point 
every night When Rock Island was lighted, 
however, it was extinguished, as there was 
some fear of the two lights being mistaken for 
one another; but the natives being desiron s 
of having the entrance to the harbour indicat¬ 
ed by a light a small lighthouse with an ap¬ 
paratus of the sixth order—red light—was 
erected. This is, in fact, the smallest light¬ 
house yet built in Japan. It is fifteen feet in 
height contains no oil or store rooms, and 
only one person can enter it a time, the light- 
room being moreover, so small that I could 
not enter it but had to stand on the ladder 
with only my head and shoulders in the room. 
Notwithstanding this, the light is efficient 
and being 185 feet above the level of the Bea 
can be seen at a distance of eight miles, quite 
far enough for the junks which make use of 
the harbour. The lighthouse, I must not 
forget to mention, is built of kiaki wood, 
painted white, and the apparatus consists of 
three argand lamps—with red chimnies—con¬ 
structed to barn kerosine, placed in the focus 
of small lenses similar to those used for ships' 
mast-head lights with reflectors behind. The 
lighthouse is in charge of three Japanese 
lightkeepers, and everything was clean and in 
good order. The house is of the usual style 
of Japanese dwelling houses, and there are 
also wooden oil and store rooms. Beyond the 
lighthouse, and bnilt into the face of the cliff, 
is a small shrine where at one time the Japan¬ 
ese sailors who entered the harbour by the 
light of the fire made small offerings. I did 
not learn if the same use is made of the shrine 
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at the present time; bat I mw cash deposited 
in a species of money box, from which fact I 
argue that there are to be found sailors who 
■till visit the place. Still farther beyond this 
is a small receptacle where the fire was placed 


in olden days. There are the remains of a 
paper window still in existence ; but nothing 
else to denote the purpoeo to which the hole 
in the cliff has been devoted. 


THE PERIOD. 

Mohtult Notes from Local Paters. 


Thb riflt of Sa Ik to the Memorial ask¬ 
ing for a parliamentary government was 
given to-day aa follows: 

Soejima Tax etom i, Shisoka of Saga Ken, 
and seven other Shisokn, addressed to this 
Board a memorial for establishing a repre¬ 
sentative Parliament 

As the subject approves itself to oar reason, 
it lias been already formerly referred to 8ci lx 
in a memorial from this Board, and having 
been assented to and the rales inquired into, 
we think the memorial should be adopted. 

Bnt as each Fa and Ken throughout the 
country has been ordered—during last year— 
to establish a local assembly in every pro¬ 
vince, and as the department of Naimusbo has 
been lately established, we have desired of 
Bbi Ix, that aft r tbe memorial has been re¬ 
ferred to that department, the local assemblies 
■bail be opened at once, and the Parliament 
gradually established 

22nd January 1874. 

8 A IN. 

To Soejima Taxvtomi and others. 

A TOKEt paper reports that Tanaka Fuji- 
maro, the Shoyo of the Education Depart¬ 
ment, presented Mr Verbeck with 20 valu¬ 
able old gold ooins, and 3 silver ones, besides 
the large Japanese History called Dai-Nihon- 
shi; as a mark of friendship and respect, on 
tho occasion of Mr. Verbeck’s retirement 
from the poet of Principal of the Kaisei 
Gakko. 


Isr a small paper published in Kofu, and 
oalled the Kofu Shimbun, we find the follow¬ 
ing. There are many foreigners who will 
entirely agreo with the writer. 

44 Looking about me, I see many yonng 
fellows, who prate about • 4 civilisation," dis¬ 
regarding tbe wisdom of the aged, and 
thinking themselves very enlightened. I 
would bid them remember that when a pupil 
commences to learn the alphabet, and gra¬ 
dually oomes to understand the form of the 
earth, the power of gravitation, the course of 


the heavenly bodies, and the use of simple 
machinery, he begins to imagine himself 
possessed of ell knowledge. He talks about 
freedom ; and bo speaks as proudly as if the 
nobles or even the Emperor could not be his 
equal. He calls old friends ignorant But 
alas, he is himself ignorant of the true moral 
of all bis knowledge ; so that when he has 
finished his foreign education, he hss beoomt 
totally bliod. I would warn all the scholars 
in this Ken to beware of this folly ” 


Ox 30th Jan. being the anniversary of the 
birth of Komei-Tenno, father of the Emperor, 
which is held as a fete day by the Japanese, 
basineee in tbe native town waa suspended, 
and the public offices closed. A liberal dis¬ 
play of tho national flag was indulged in, 
sod Mr. Takaahiraa contributed his quota to 
the general rejoicings in the shape of an 
illumination at the gas-works and at his re¬ 
sidence. In the evening. Nakaahima Nobu- 
uki, the new Governor of K&nagawa, enter¬ 
tained at dinner tbe foreign Consuls. Several 
other foreign officers were also present. 

Ox tab 29th January the Empress received 
the families of the Foreign Ministers. Lady 
Parkcs, Mrs. and the Misses Bingham, and 
Madame D© Groote, were presented. 1 he Em¬ 
press expressed pleasure at seeing them, and 
received their congratulations on the New 
Year, and wishes for Her Majesty's health 
and happiness. Tho Mikado was present and 
added a few worda of welcome. Tho New 
Years reception had boon delayed in conse¬ 
quence of the indisposition of Her Majesty. 

Ox 30th Jan., we allnded to the discussion 
which bsd already arisen on the subject of 
the Memorial recently sent in to 8a Ix ; and 
particularly mentioned a reply sent to the 
Nxukin SKinjuhi on behalf of the Memorial¬ 
ists. 

It will interest many of our readers, if wo 
give a translation of the reply in full. 
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11 We see that there are persons, who, 
criticising our Memorial, sent in to 6a 1st, 
aak such questions as the following:— 

First:— 4 How it happens that we should 
close our mouths while in office, and open 
them on a sudden, after our retirement?' 
Our answer to this is simple; via, that in the 
introduction of the Memorial we hare spoken 
of this; and do not think it necessary to re¬ 
peat what we hate already aaid. But the 
affair® of the Btate have, of late, assumed 
somewhat alarming symptoms; and we are 
so strongly convinced of the necessity of al¬ 
lowing utterance to the public voice, that 
should the government at once declare its 
intention of listening to it, that very Imperial 
proclamation will have the effect of blessing 
the State with harmonious conoord through¬ 
out the empire. This leads us to advocate 
the exigency of the estahliahraent of a popu¬ 
lar assembly more strongly than ever. 

Secondly:—‘Was there no such evil as 
the oligarchical whilst we were in office ? ’ 
We consider this evil attributable maioly to 
the very defect in the institutiona of our 
government Aod wo cannot but calmly 
acknowledge the charge that we could not 
prevent it from distorting government mea¬ 
sure®. We venture to prophesy that no 
ministers, however able, including the pre¬ 
sent ae well as future ministers, can avert 
the last mentioned evil, so long as this very 
defect is left alone. We need scarcely de¬ 
scribe how people are oppreeeed under such a 
despotism as that of the few; and, this being 
so, can the State be prosperous in an in¬ 
verse ratio to the groaninge of the people ? 
Weoouldnot, therefore, help demonstrating 
this very defect in the terms we used in the 
Memorial; pleading guilty as accessories with 
the members of tne present government to 
the despotism exercised by the few ; in order 
that this oligarchical evil may no longer 
tarnish the glory of the Imperial government 
of the Islands of the Rising Sun. 

Thb Advocates or a Popitlae Asbkmblt 

nt Japan. 

Some or the native papers do not yet feel at 
liberty to speak freely on the subject of the 
memorial; hut one publish *s the following al¬ 
legory, a free translation of which will be read 
with internet by our foreign leaders: — 

44 In the city of Tokei there is a large mer¬ 
chant, whose house is very old, and whose fore¬ 
fathers and family have been famous for maoy 
generations. The head of thj house is young, 
and a great many clerks conduct his affairs for 
him. 

••By the progress around him, he became 
animated by the desire to surpass in greatness 


all otler merchants. He therefore followed 
the example they set. changing the old customs 
of his house, and adopting the new methods. 
He gate foreign cloth, oreign umbrellas and 
waterproof coats to all his employes ; and mak¬ 
ing them cut their hair and otherwise follow 
foreign rus.oms, he rejoiced in the belief that 
now, all the people in his shop were civilised. 
Moreover, as the business did really increase, 
e*rh rle k felt himself entitled to urge his owe 
individual opinions. 

44 Opinions indeed are plenty ; hut they never 
agree. Some say the advance is too rapid. 
Some say it is right to advance aa fast as pos¬ 
sible. 

44 As last, the master suddenly reduced the 
wages of his servants ; took part of their rice 
salary, and imposed a tax upon everything be¬ 
longing to them. In the morning he would 
order them to do one thing : in the evening he 
changed his mind ; and every day hundreds and 
thousands of orders are given without object* 
And all the time, the master rejoices thinking 
4 My house is highly civilised and well arranged ; 
and i am very proud of it.' 

44 But, sad to tell the servants and clerks 
would assemble in the corners of the premises, 
and talk privately among themselves, saying 
• We are not free, but enslaved under the ssl- 
ftshuess and despotism of our masterThey 
obey in hie presence, but speak evil of him be¬ 
hind bis back Finally they got quarrelling 
among themselves — some wishing to fight 
their fellows boldly like the lion or tiger, 
others to gaia their cuds by canning like the 
badger and the fox. 

•• Although the house is very Urge : yet if 
such disturbances take place there is much 
danger that fighting from this disturbed con¬ 
dition will suddenly happen. 

M I im very anxious about this house ; and 
although I have no right to iufoim the master, 
yet ul&mne lv related, I inform the ele.ks, 
of the evil speaking of tho servants sod shop- 
boys, which l really and truly, bear constantly 
with my own ears/ 

Txxxx is a great deal said just now about 
the saxnourai ; and some persons are under the 
impression that they are a class still idle and 
an incubus on the country. It is true that 
n any of them still receive allowances from go¬ 
vernment, bearing some proportion to what 
they would have received under the old regime, 
when their duties being either military or offi¬ 
cial, they were entitled to pay; and it would 
have been manifestly unjust and impolitic to 
withdraw from them the only support on which 
they had been taught from childhood to relv, 
until other moans of support were found. It 
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•peaks well for them, that 10 many thousands 
of them have sought and obtained occupation : 
and from experience of them we can aay that 
a better class of men are not to be found else¬ 
where. 

We know that io the JVuwAtn Shinjithi, 
where nearly 50 of them are employed, they 
work with alacrity, industry, and quietness. 
They never quarrel among themselves, nor 
hesitate to obey orders ; and it is slwsys a per¬ 
fect pleasure for the proprietors, the only for¬ 
eigners who here anything to do with the 
concern, to go amongst them. And from other 
foreigners who are brought into contact with 
aamourai in a similar way we hear a similar 
report. We simply make this remark that 
those who are new comers or do uot quite 
understand who sod what the aamourai are, 
may disabuse their minds of the idea that they 
are mere idlers. Most of them have found 
occupation, and others would be glad to do so. 
But there are exceptions. 

See, for instance, how a aamourai writes of 
a wilful idler in the Xiehi XicJti Shimhun. The 
writer says, he riaited a houxe where was a 
•amourai wearing two swords He asked him 
who he was, and why he continued to wear 
two swords ? The answer was that the man 
in the first year of the change, when the 
aamourai became common peop'e, refused to go 
to his own country, and hated the idea of be¬ 
coming on a level with shopkeepers, and to 
agreed with some of his aamourai relatives to 
continue to wear the two swords ; and he now 
felt ashamed to put them aside. 

His wife and son are frugal and industrious 
They have tried to persuade him to cease wear¬ 
ing them, and to try and obtaio work. But he 
refuses, and is content to be fed by his wife 
who works at home, and his boy, who is en¬ 
gage in a store. 

It is high rime that aamourai should live by 
their own work. They ought to feel ashamed 
to receive rice they haTe not earned. But on 
the contrary this aamourai is ashamed to be a 
man, hut is proud to he a dependent child,” 


Tis Herold of 29th January has the fol¬ 
lowing :— 

"It is stated that Mr. Acting-Assistant Judge 
(Hannen is shortly to be superseded, and that 
his successor) will’be Mr. Goodwin, of Shanghai.” 

This gives an incorrect impression in regard 
to the circumstances referred to, which are as 
follows;— 

Mr. Hannen, as bis title Aoriog-Aaaiatant 
Judge, denotes hoa been acting for the Assistant 
Judge, Mr. Goodwin and naturally therefore 
when Mr. Goodwin returns to his poet, Mr. 
H&nncu vacates it. When the Supremo Court 


was first constituted in 1865 the Chief Judge, 
Sir Edmund Hornby, and Mr. Goodwin, the 
Assistant Judge were t**Th stationed at Shang¬ 
hai, hut when the judicial business at Yoko¬ 
hama attained large dimensions while that of 
Shanghai decreased, it was (with good reason) 
thought desirable to transfer the Assistant 
Judge to Yokohama and thus give the chief 
port of Japan the advantage of a Court pre¬ 
sided over by a Professional Judge. Sir 
Edmund Hornby leaving at this time for Eng¬ 
land, Mr. Goodwin officiated for him as Chief 
Judge and on Sir Edmund Hordby'a return to 
China Mr. Goodwin then in turn took leave, 
and thus Mr. Hannan's acting appointment baa 
continued for three years. 

Mr. Goodwin in not expected in Yokohama 
before the eud of April. 


Ox Jaw art 17th, Tokci Fu ordered that 
the sum of 3.851 yens which had been received 
for the tnx on rabbits, should be applied to 
tbs support of the Aim-house. 

One or ths samoaroi of Kochi Ken, captured 
on suspicion of being concerned in the attack 
on Iwakura, has confessed his guilt : but hd % 
has resolutely, in spite of examinations under 
what io Europe or America would he called 
torture, refused to name, or give any clue to 
the discovery of, his companions. \Yc artf in¬ 
formed that he was found out through his hav¬ 
ing lost one of his wooden clogs in the scuffle ; 
and this being found with the name of its 
maker upon it, that persoo was sent for and at 
once recognised the prisoner among all the ac¬ 
cused, as s man who had purchased the clogs 
from him. Up to yesterday no proofs have 
been found against the other suspects 

The morning after the occurrence the police 
thought they had a very good trace. They 
found a lantern with a device upon similar to 
that*upon the Kaigunsbo lanterns; but upon 
enquiry at the Naval department, it waa proved 
that it was not a lantern belonging to the de¬ 
partment Ultimately it turned out that it be¬ 
longed to a poor woman who waa passing the 
palace, leading a blind Amma (shampooer); 
and that frightened by the presence of those 
•amourai whom she deemed to be waiting there 
for no good purpose, she and her companion 
hurried away, the lantern being dropped in 
their haste. Endeavours are still being made 
to discover the guilty ones. 


The Cbi/t of Tokei Fq has ordered all 
the Cho yaknnin to send in a list of for¬ 
eigners living within their districts, with all 
particulars concerning them, and why they 
live out of Takidji. 
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A OEftwroKDKirT, writing from Yedo, re¬ 
marks as follows:— 

During my early movements this morning 
I noted the disappearance, off Shinagawa. of 
the Ironclad Stonewall. Humour has it she 
she has gone towards Nagasaki.— tria Tsussima ? 

For the information of those who assert that 
Japan has no transports, it may be notod that 
the following steamers are now lying at anchor 
here, flying the Japanese flag—the names by 
which they were known to foreigners are given : 
— Ihcmbarton, Kepaul, Omlco, Pkilipeno. Elgin, 
Orusa , Undine, Arooctook. To which may be 
added, ZndJcia , Salrura, Chili, 7 drurt, Shot Uen, 
Vtdoan, Mow tan, and some others, shortly ex¬ 
pected' 

Those who were formerly in the dark on 
the subject may now be able to realise the 
facilities the Japanese government have for 
moving an army, if required. And, it will 
readily be seen, that, in addition to the accom¬ 
modation provided by the P. If. 8. 8. Co.'s 
fleet, it will be an easy matter for “ passeng¬ 
ers * to get to and from Nagasaki, and ports 
adjacent, during the coming spring, 

Apropoe of the departure of the Stoneuall, we 
hear that a Yokohama firm disposed of several 
charts of Corea yesterday, and there is a brisk 
demand, generally, we believe, for hydrogra¬ 
phical literature relatiog to the Sea of Japan 
and its neighbourhood. 

We told our readers when the new brick 
house of the great Mitsuigumi, Buruga cho was 
commenced; we now record its completion. 
On the 11th instant, the ceremony of muneagi 
(a celebration at the finishing of any building) 
was performed. Mitsui Hachiroyemon and 
his employes wore the hawori and hakama 
(samourais coat and loose trowsers). The 
superintendent of works wore a dress called 
kariginu, and all the employes wore linen 
kamishimo. The workmen and coolies, above 
250 persons, wearing new uniform coata made 
a procession, and with banners and various 
emblems paced the streets, screaming after the 
old fashion of the country. All the windows 
and rooms were decorated, and mochi, sake 
and fruit were liberally dispensed. For about 
two hours also, copper monoy, mochi of three 
colours, and oranges, were thrown into the 
street to be scrambled for by the crowd. The 
people seemed to think it all exceedingly jolly. 

Ow the 11th instant, the festival of Eigen 
Betso was celebrated at the Imperial palace, 
in honour of the first Emperor Jinmu Tenno. 

The palace was gaily decorated within and 
without; and at 11 a.x., high officers and 


nobles visited His Majesty. They all were 
seated, but the Emperor occupied a higher 
seat than the others. On His Majesty's en¬ 
trance, each noblo rose and presented himself 
before him and made obeisance, immediately 
returning to his seat. The Emperor then 
•poke to tome of them, and received their 
replies. 8akl was introduced, of which the 
first cup was quaffed by the sovereign. The 
old imperial band, as well as that of the Im¬ 
perial Marinos, added to the pleasure* of the 
reception. Of course the offerings to the gods 
were not forgotten. 

Thb Mail told us a day or two ago, that 
Qitotsubaahi was in Tokei. He has not 
been in the city sinoe he left it in 1868. He 
is living quietly in Tsuruga Ken, amusing 
himself with hunting, snooting, painting, 
Ac. He is also having a large bride 
house built for himself ; and, so far as 
could be gathered bv one who visited 
him within the past ten days, he washes his 
hands utterly and abeolutely of all politics. 
He reads certain of the native papers, and 
views with much interest all that passes ; 
but be is content for the ftiture to be a spec¬ 
tator rather than an actor. 

8hoktly after 7 a.m. on the 81st January, 
a fire was discovered on the premises of 
Mme. Labine, No. 136, Homura Road. A 
supply of water being fortunately at hand,, 
the damage did not extend beyond the kitchen, 
where the fire originated. It is said to have 
been caused by the caie leas ness of Japanese 
servants. Some of the engines were quickly 
on the spot, but the affair was all over before 
Noge haul begun to sound the alarm. 

Oirz of the prioeta attached to the French 
Mission in Yokohama, was, last evening, 
robbed of a sum of about 90 dollars. The 
thoft was committed by a Japanese servant, 
who abstracted the amount from a drawer 
where it had been placed. 

The Pony Hunt, for the Silver Cup pre¬ 
sented by K. H. Brunton, Esq., which was 
run off this afternoon in oonsequenoe of a 
dispute having arisen last Saturday, was won 
by Dr. Buckle on Afa* Sakt, Mr. Abbott on 
Kingcraft coming in second. The finish 
was very fine, Mr. Urquhart having the 
race apparently in his own hands, 
when, unfortunately, at the last ditch his 
pony refused, and he had to walk in. We 
regret to add that a severe accident happen¬ 
ed a spectator, Mr. Silva, whose pony throw 
him twice. On the first occasion ha fell 
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under the animal and wan kicked. The ae- 
oond fall was a must dangerous one, aa he 
waa thrown amongst the feet of Mr. Abbot’s 
mount and received exceedingly severe in¬ 
juries in the faoo, bis jaw, we are informed, 
being broken. 

Mu. Lowdr, formerly in Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consular service, and now legal ad¬ 
viser to the Board of Revenue and Customs in 
Japan, has iust published at the office of the 
Japan Htrald , in book form, a translation of 
“ The legacy of Iyeyaa" ; the hundred articles 
or chapters which we used to hear of long ago 
as the 44 Laws of Oongen Sams," which uotil 
Mr. Lowdcr translated them in 1865 were ge¬ 
nerally believed to be a myth. To students of 
Japanese history they will not only prove moat 
interesting, but really neceaaary ; for in them 
alone will be found tha foundation of many of 
thoae customs and notions of honour which 
were marked features of the people in the early 
days of foreign intercourse. 

The following extract from Mr. Lowder’s in¬ 
troduction has much of truth in it* and will 
tell to those who only hear of the feudal times 
as eomething of the past, and thna are not so 
eager to search for the history of thoaa who 
gavo them the peculiar colour they possessed in 
Japan, an ides of the importance of the “ le¬ 
gacy of Iyeyaa.*' 

" A strong man's will left a mark upon the 
history of Japan, that time has not succeeded 
in effacing in two centuries and a half. With 
foresight almost superhuman, Iyeyaa looked 
into the future, and, by the creation of a poli¬ 
tical machine nearly perfect, assured to hia 
dynasty a security almost unparalleled. There 
is nothing io history to compare with the 
Legacy of Iyeyaa. except the will of Peter the 
Great. In it* the student of Japanese history 
will find the solution of many difficulties ; and 
its readers will have before them the Constitu¬ 
tion under which this country was governed, 
until the time, within the recollection of all, 
when it gave way to the irresistible momentum 
of a higher eiviUtatioa.*’ 

We feel inclined to quote largely from the 
“ Legacy’’; but we think it would be hardly 
fair to Mr. Lowder or hia publisher. We shall 
attach some value, however, to the little book 
ourselves, and every one who cornea to Japan 
either as resident or visitor, ought to make a 
point of procuring a copy. It is creditably got 
up in every respect. 

Th« Empress-Mother has removed from the 
palace at Akaaaka, where she has resided since 
she came to Tokci, sod whither the court 
removed after the destruction of the Impemt 


palace by fire. A vaahiki at Awoyaraa has 
been prepared specially for Her Majesty, whkh 
goes by the name of Awoyama Goeho. 


A letter appears in the SAimbun Zas$ki % on 
the subject of the encroachments of Russia, 
which contains a somewhat racy suggestion. 

The writer says that the Russians will not be 
content to extend their settlements over 8ogha- 
lieo, but are likely to covet Yeto and finally the 
whole empire. Peter the Great was anxious to 
have the whole world under his dominion, and 
this desire has descended to his successors. They 
have already annexed several portions of Asia, 
and have had their eye upon Europe and America. 
Siberia they swallowed up ; and half of Man- 
chu ; eo that now nearly all the country from 
the Black sea to the borders of Corea are 
Russian. They are eager for Turkey, and last 
year took Khiva ; the latter a step towards the 
conquest of India. If once Rassia extends its 
dominion in a south-eastern direction, the for¬ 
tune of Europe is uncertain. 

M For this reasoo all European nations are 
apprehensive, and in 1854, England and France 
joined together to holp Turkey to prevent 
Russian encroachment. It was no sympathy 
for Turkey which caused this alliance, but 
alarm at the progress of Russia. 

44 Last year a large English srray was sent to 
India for fear of a Russian advance from Khiva. 
Even such large nations are afraid of Ruaaia. 

44 In 1858, at the Treaty of Paris, Russia 
agreed with England. France, Turkey attd 
Austria, that it would have no ship of war in 
the Black Sea. But tome years ago, this pro¬ 
mise waa broken. What then is the us? of 
International law in protecting the weak^? 

44 I privately think that the reason whkh 
actuates Russia io advancing in Asia, is that* 
in Europe, if all the powers unite against her, 
her success is uncertain. She will therefore 
first annex Asia, because she is afraid of this 
combination. 

44 Twenty years ago, a Russian named Mora- 
vieff, arrived in Nagasaki, and naked permission 
to land troops on the western coast of Yeeo. 
This was at the time of the siege of Sevastopol. 

* 4 About ton years ago, a Russian squadron 
usddenly arrived at Tsushima, and wished to 
build a fort, to guard against other European 
powers. 

41 Every European nation was alormod ; and 
as they had already aided Turkey, so now they 
think to help the countries of Eastern Asia 

This being so, I propose a plan to guard 
against Russian aggression in tbs north. 

“ Jkt Hokkaido (Yeio) bo divided into two 
parts—North and 8outh. The northern part 
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should be again divided into several portions, 
and these given respectively to Germany, France, 
England, America be. These should be en¬ 
couraged to colonize the territories; and 
then fortresses should be built in A mash i wo 
and Nemuro and Ailed with a strong guard of 
the Imperial army. Thus will Russia bo re¬ 
strained ; and settlement will be difficult. 

44 It is not s pleasant alternative; but, if it be 
not done, the whole empire may fall to Russia,'* 

A mkm >Rj i l has been presented to the Daijo 
Daijin Banjo and Uda\jia Iwakura by seven of 
Kasoku (nobles)—viz., Ysmaurhi, Kswahire, 
Akidzuki, Hiramatszu, Mibu, Gojo, and Oki- 
marhi— praying that they may build a large 
Library for the nobles, and also form an assem¬ 
bly for discussing public questions. 

Wi hat* at our elbow, as we write, one of 
the neatest and best goUup little volumes iu 
the shape of a dictionary that we have met 
with in the East; and probably it may prove 
one of the most useful—at least to residents in 
this country, whether native or foreigo. It is 
an abridgment of Dr. Hepbnrn's Japanese* 
English and Engliah-Japanese Dictionary, 
which the author availed himself of his recent 
visit to New York to have printed there. It is 
quite a handy pocket volume ; and is ‘only so 
abridgment of his large work so far as to leave 
out the Chinese and Japanese characters, the 

Z nonyms, and, in some cases, the examples 
ewiog the use of the words. Of course the 
larger work is essential to the earnest student 
of the language; but none should be without 
the abridgment, as a kind of ready reference 
book, bandy at all times. Wo are unable to 
say more in commendation of Dr. Hepburn's 
ffuvjnum opus than we have already repeaied- 
ly said ; but we feel sure that, in its new shape, 
the sale, both among foreigners and Japanese, 
will be very great. 


On the 18th January, Enomoto Bn to was 
appointed Minister Plenipotentiary, (ltto-zen 
ken-Kostn) to Russia. We suppose his ap* 
poiutroent is instead of the late Sana, and 
that Hanabuaa will be second in rank. 


Thk favourable reply given by Sa In to 
the recent memorial has had a most beneficial 
effect in allaying popular excitement; and if 
the present government are content to carry 
out the proposed measures with a greater 
liberality than they have hitherto exhibited, 
things will quickly calm down. The ministers 
and officials have got over their sickness, and 
attend office regularly again. 


Ow thi 20th January, the Emperor 
ordered the Kunaisbo (Imperial Chamber¬ 
lain's office) as follows :— 

M As the payment of Tax ou hereditary salary 
has been established to pay the expenses of 
tho Array and Navv, in order to strengthen 
the empire, I, the Emperor, am willing to 
pay tho tax *, so, you officers, must with this 
object lessen the expenses of your depart¬ 
ment. M 

It is stated that 36,000 yen will be paid by 
the Emperor annually on account of'in is tax. 


A lady of rank in Yedo now lies in a very 
precarious state through the error of a Japa¬ 
nese apothecary, who mode a most serious mis¬ 
take in compounding a prescript ion prepared 
for her by an eminent native physician of 
Yedo. Certain powders were required, into 
the composition of which Dovers Powder and 
Morphia entered, the proportion of tho latter 
being 7 grains. Instead of weighing out the 
latter quantity the apothecary dispensed 70 
grains, just ten times as much. It was for¬ 
tunate that it was even so, the dose being so 
large that it wss rejected almost immediately 
after it was swallowed. The patient, never¬ 
theless, and su infant nursing at the time, are 
both in a very low state, and it is yet doubt¬ 
ful whether they will recover. The fault lies 
entirely with the apothecary who made up 
the prescription, and it seems evident that 
some sort of examination ought to be insisted 
upon before native dispensers are permitted 
to handle dangerous drugs, to the detriment 
of the health (rather than its improvement) 
of tho Japanese public. 


A tkleoram has been received to-day stating 
that a large fire had broken out at Nagasaki 
at 2 o’clock this morning, resulting in tho 
destruction of over 200 houses (probably 
native). No other particulars are to hand. 


Wb abb glad to learn that Iwakura is now 
convalescent, having again begun to “take 
his bath," which, after a sickness, is with the 
Japanese synonymous with perfect recovery. 


Tub Hizet affair turns out to be very much 
more serious than was at first believed. Tho 
government are said to be almost si a nonplus 
as to what is best to be done, and important 
chsoges are pending. 
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Air nmomroro launch took place thia mor¬ 
ning from the yard of Mr. H. Cook on the 
Creek’, in the presence of a Urge number of 
spectators, including many Japanese, to whom 
aucb a eight waa aomewhat of a novelty. The 
▼tsecl, which wm named the Jupiter, boa been 
built to the order of Mr. Hoffmann, and ia in¬ 
tended for the sea otter-trade. She will be 
sloop rigged, and is expected to be ready for sea 
in about fourteen days. Her dimensions are 
as follows: 


Tonnage.,. ♦. ♦. . ♦ 50 

Length of Keel 41 feet.. .. 41 

„ over all ..49 

Beam .. .. .. ., 14 9in. 

Depth of Hold . ♦ .. ,, 6*4 


Great expedition has been used in her con¬ 
struction, the keel having been laid only laat 
month. 

The Jupiter is built of Kiaki. and Hinoki, 
ia coppered and copper fastened throughout, and, 
is evidently well adapted for the trade for 
which ahe is intended. 


One of the moet curious phases of Japa¬ 
nese feeling we have ever heard of, has to-aay 
oom© to our knowledge. Our Japanese in¬ 
formant aaaurflt us of its truth. Among the 
Kochi men who have boon taken on suspi¬ 
cion of being concerned in the attack upon 
Iwakura, one named Takiohi was set aside 
as most strongly suspected because he was 
known to ha>e expressed a wish for Iwakura's 
death. When this was made known, two 
Hosakawa men went to 8bihosho, and offered 
to take their places beside Takichi, as they 
bad expressed a similar desire! Another 
man, named Aminomiya was examined, and 
replied that he had nothing to do with thia 
attack, but he would not promise he would 
not be in the next. It is hard for a foreigner 
to get to the bottom of this affair—but for 
some reason or other, Iwakura seemB to be 
the b(te notr of Japan, at present; and we 
do not at all like the temper of the timee re¬ 
specting him. 


On THt morning of the 23rd January the 
interesting ceremony waa witnessed, of 
the presenting colours to one of the Im¬ 
perial regiments, by His Majestv the Em¬ 
peror. Shortly before 11 o’clock A.M., the 
soldiers were assembled on the Hiliiya Parade 
ground, and punctually at 11, His Majesty 
arrived, accompanied by several high officers 
of State. The public had been officially no¬ 


tified that their attendance would be permit¬ 
ted. and consequently there was a huge con¬ 
course of people present. A seat had been 
prepared for His Majesty, on each side of 
which .were ranged Military, Naval and Civil 
officers, the chief of the Shilriburiyo (the 
chamkirlain) being near the Emperor with the 
standard 

Th<f regiment was posted opposite, and 
between the two were 8 officers and non-com¬ 
missioned officers. 

The Mikado having taken his seat and all 
being in their places, His Majesty arose 
and advanced towards the 8 officers, followed 
by his suite. The chamberlain handed 
the colours to the Tenshi who then ad¬ 
dressed the commander of the regiment in 
appropriate terms, and presented him with 
the oolours. The commander having respect¬ 
fully replied, thanking His Majesty, the 
Mikado then retired to his seat, followed by 
the hi^h officials. The forces then saluted, 
and Hia Majesty returned to the palace. To¬ 
day was observed ss a public holiday in Yedo. 

* # * The above has been sent by a Japanese 
I gentleman, and we insert it ; but we nardlv 
think it takes in all the proceedings, which 
were more than ordinarily interesting. 

The Baxaab held last week in the School¬ 
rooms of the ** American Mission Home," 212 
Bluff, proved, we are informed, a groat success; 
and we congratulate the ladies upon the inau¬ 
guration in Japan, of a mode of doing good, 
which, conducted as this was, is certainly un¬ 
exceptionable. We are at liberty to state, that 
the proceeds of the sales amounted to nearly 
eight hundred dollars; and we are also re¬ 
quested, in the namo of the ladies of the 
'• Home,” to return their sincere thanks to all 
who in any way assisted in producing such 
gratifying results; and particularly to those 
ladies whose presence added so much to the 
pleasure and attraction of the occasion. 

Br a telegram received by government yes¬ 
terday eveoing, dated the 2nd February at 7 
a m., we learn that: 

The Samourai of Saga Ken (Hizen) have as¬ 
sembled in the temples, demanding that an 
expedition be dispatched to Corea. Their 
number is constantly increasing. On the night 
of the 1st February they went to the Bank of 
Ono in Fukuoka, and used such violence that 
all the clerks fled away. 

Printed and publuked far the proprietert by 
JAMBS R. ANGLIN, at the “Japan Gazette* 
Pp in tiny Office, Ae. 35, Main Street, Tekebama, 
Japan, 
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Book 3rd. 

Thk Quarrel or Yirya with Moromawo. 



crowd of nobles, high and low, gor¬ 
geously arrayed in the coetumo of 
the court, thronged the splendid 
palace that the Kwanrei of the 
eight eastern provinces had lately 
erected at Kamakura, and the banqueting 
rooms were filled with rows of guests, while 
the moon and stars still shed their light upon 
the hills around. 


The operatic performers, who had been 
summoned for the amusement of the guests, 
hung about the Rear Gate, while the court 
officials, charged with the reception of the 
latter, were gathered together about the great 
gate of the palace, and the palace was already 


thronged with the brilliant crowd of noblemen 
and gentlemen with their retainers, where 
loud cries of 44 Hai, hai, hai, M from the 
warders of the western gate, gave notice of a 
fresh arrival. Immediately afterwards, the 
glimmor of numerous lanterns shone in tho 
dusky dawn, and the lord Moronawo, Duke 
of Musashi, a most proud and haughty noble¬ 
man, entered the palace. Dressed in a court 
suit of blue silk, with a tall yeboshi cap on 
his head, he assumed the gait of one high 
exalted over the mass of men, and causing 
some of his followers, to clear the way before 
him, ordered tho rest to betake themselves to 
their allotted quarters. 

The Bannai, Sagisaka, puffed out with his 
master's importance, and for all the world just 
like a crane, folded his arms superbly, ex¬ 
claiming 

44 My lord, the arrangement for to-day's 
festivities are perfect. As to Yenya and Momo- 
noi, however, strut about as they may with 
awkward pride, they are as clumsy in their 
attempts to carry out their duties as puppy- 
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dogs struggling to keep their footing upon a 
slant roof. It makes one laugh to watch 
them. Ae to that fellow Yenya,—by the by, 
his wife, I bear, haw not yet answered your 
fords hip,—your lordship must not let yourself 
be disturbed by that Pretty though she be, 
•he is a disagreeable personage; and as to her 
husband, it is wrong to mention him in the 
same breath with your lordship, now the first 
minister to His Highness." 

Moron a wo:— “ Yai ! don’t speak so loud, 
Kawoyo is a married woman. With the aid 
of a professional poet, I have again and again 
expressed my passion for her in Terse, but 
hitherto without success. She lias lately, 
however, got a new maid, I hear, mimed 
Karu; I must see if I cannot bribe the wench 
to assist me. I don’t abandon all hope ; but 
if Kawoyo should persist in her disdain, I 
am anxiouB that her husband, Yenya, should 
know nothing of the matter.** 

While Moronawo and his follower thus 
conversed together familiarly under tho por¬ 
tal of the gateway, one of the samurai of 
the guard came up hurriedly to them, ex¬ 
claiming t— 

Gcaud :— 44 Just now, as I was Bitting on 
the bench in the guard house, Kakogawa 
Honzo, the retainer of Wakaaanoeake, rode 
np hastily and asked for an immediate au¬ 
dience of the lord Moronawo; saying bo had 
been to your lordship's house but had been 
told that you had gone to the palace early. 
He seemed most anxious to have an interview 
with your lordship ; and was accompanied by 
a number of followers on horseback. What 
answer shall I make him ? ” 

Tes Bannai (with violence):— 44 My lord 
Moronawo i* on His Highness’ Bcrvice ; such 
a request for an immediate interview is mon¬ 
strous. I will to him and see to this. 

Moronawo (detaining him) :—“ Stay, stay, 
I understand it perfectly. Waksaanosoke 
dares not come himself to wreak his revenge 
upon me for what took place the day before 
yesterday at Tsurugaoka, and so sends this 
fellow Hon to instead, to flatten my nose for 
me; ha, ha, ha. Don't stir, Bannai; it is some 


minutes yet short of the 7th hour. Call the 
wretch hero; I will soon put an end to him." 

Bannai :— 14 If that is your lordship’s will. 
But look out, fellows," turnings to the atten¬ 
dants. Moronawo and his obsequious fol¬ 
lower then wetted with spittle the pm that 
held the blades of their swords in the handles; 
and rubbing the muscles of their arms, waite<9 
for House, who presently appeared advancing 
slowly ss- he arranged his dress. He was fol¬ 
lowed by several retainers bearing the presents, 
which he caused to be set down before Moro¬ 
nawo ; while he himself fell prostrate, at a re¬ 
spectful distance from that haughty noble¬ 
man. 

Homo M Hah, if it please your lordship 
—His Highness the Shogun Takauji lately 
honoured my master, Wakasanoske, by en¬ 
trusting him with the discharge of the duties 
of an offioe of great dignity ; a good fortune 
far beyond my master’s deserts, who is young 
and inexperienced in tho duties of his post. 
His household, under these circumstances, 
venture in their perplexity to request your 
lordship to act as their master’s instructor, 
and to adviso him in the execution of his 
duty, so that he may perform it satisfactorily 
and without failing in any point. Thus we 
all, from our mistress down to him who now 
addresses your lordship, beg your kind offices,, 
and dare to ask your acceptance of tho pre¬ 
sents, paltry though they be, which aro enu¬ 
merated in the list I hold in my hand, as a 
slight mark of our respectful gratitude. If your 
lordship should listen to our request we shall 
never cease to remember the kindness of our 
reception." With these words he handed a 
list to the Bannai; who, wonderstruck at the 
whole proceeding, received it without uttering 
a word, and unfolding it, read out, after a 
short pause, as follows 

Bannai. —Memorandum, 30 picture rolls 
and 30 Ogon. These aro presented by tho 
wife of Wakaeanosuke. 

Item, 20 Ogon. These are presented by 
the chief councillor, Kakogawa Honso. 

Item, 10 Ogon. These are presented by 
retainers of Wakasanosuke. 

As the Bannai finished reading the list* 
Moronawo opened his mouth wide with as- 
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tonishment, unable to utter a word, and 
■taring wildly about him ; while he exchanged 
looks with his follower as full of wonder and 
foolish confusion as if the pair had jost heard 
that Midsummer day was to be odlebrated 
next New year. 

Morenawo, at last, found utteranoe:—“ Real¬ 
ly, we are ashamed to hare put you to this 
trouble. Baxmai, (in a whisper), what am I 
to do.” 

Baotui :—“ Well, it seem* to me that to 
decline these gifts would be too harsh a re¬ 
ception of this gentleman's polite intentions. 
As to assisting his master, too, in the dis¬ 
charge of his duties, doubtless, under present 
circumstances, Wakasanosuke Sama would be 
put to great distress by a refusal." 

Mobonawo (interrupting Houso) :—Stop, 
I am not capable of instructing your master, 
who is a most intelligent man, and whom it 
would be absurd for me to pretend to teach. 
Ho there, Bannai, see that these presents are 
pat away in a secure place. Yet (turning to 
Honso) I had forgotten to offer you tea, pray 
pardon my rudeness. M 

Honso, who, in the space of a tarn of the 
hand, had divined the importance of the 
favourable acceptance of his gifts, prostrated 
himself more respectfully than ever." 

Honzo It is already the 7th hoar (4 A.M.), 
and I most ask leave to retire. To-day the 
inauguration festivities take place; and I 
venture once •more to entreat yon to assist 
my master with your advice. With these 
words Honso rose to his feet and prepared to 
depart, when Moronawo detained him by the 
sleeve. 

Moroxawo :— 4 ‘ Nay, Nay j would you not 
liko to be present at to-day's festivities ? M 

Hoxzo:—“ Your servant is but a follower, 
and dares not venture into His Highness' 
presence. 

Moroxawo :—“ Oh, for that matter have 
no fear, havo no fear. No one will dare to say 
a word to you in my company. Besides, your 
master, Wakasanosuke, is variously employed 
here and there about the court. You may bo 
present safely, quite safely." 


Thus urged, Honso complied. 

“ In that case I sh all he glad to he allowed 
to accompany your lordship. I am at jour 
lordship's orders." 

Honso followed Moronawo, congratulating 
himself upon having purchased his masters 
life by plastering Moronawo's face with 
money and gifts; and upon the complete 
suocesa that had attended his scheme, which 
had been unhindered by a single hitch. So 
Honso, crafty white-haired old rat, kept 
straight on in the path of fi delity, loyalty 
and devotion, and passed with Moronawo 
through the Great GjU*. 

Almost immediately afterwards Yenya 
Takasada camo up in a norim on. His re¬ 
tainers betook themselves to their proper 
quarters, while Hayano Kampei, a n hereditary 
vassal of Yenya, caused the norimon in which 
his master was to be set down, and rustling 
in his yellow, figured, wide-pocketed trousers, 
made for the Great Gate. 

Kaupbi :—(in a loud voice) “ I have to an¬ 
nounce the arrival of Yenya Hang'wan Taka- 
as da." 

Gats Ward :—(coming forward) “ Momo- 
noi S ima has jost gone in as well as Moro¬ 
nawo Sama. B jih. asked after your master. It 
would l>e well not to delay■/* 

Ycnja, alighting from his norimon, ex¬ 
claimed, 

“ How, Kampei, am I the last to arrive ? 
How unfortunate that I should bo so late ?" 
and hastened through the gate as he spoke 
followed by Kampei. 

Mcanw bile tho sound of singing was heard 
from the interior of the palace, where the 
festivities h;id already commenced ; and the 
words of the old song 

“ Harima’s sandy beach we touch 
Takaaago'B noted shore ; M 

were borno towards the Groat Gate, wafted 
on the breeze which lightly rustled amid the 
branches of a willow tree that grew hard by. 
More gr&oeful than the willow itself, a maiden, 
over whoso head some eighteen springs had 
passed, straight as a pine, with slender eye¬ 
brows, who bad been brought up in a strict 
household and was perfectly modest, came np 
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to the gate, accompanied by a number of ser¬ 
vant* carrying lantern* that bora tbo de¬ 
vice of the house of Yenya. 

Maids* :—“ Ho, there ! men, dawn is break¬ 
ing, and an you cannot enter within the gate, 
you may retire. • . . Kampei, Kampei,’' 

continued tbo girl, looking round after the 
servant who had accompanied her had return¬ 
ed home in obedience to her order, “ where 
can you be ? I have a message for yon ; pray 
don't delay." 

While she was still peering about, Kampei, 
coming forward in tbo half-gloom, caught 
sight of her. 

Kampbi :—“ What, O'Karu, you here ? " 

O’Kakl :—“ Oh! I am to glad, I wanted so 
much to see you.," 

Kampei 44 But what does this mean ? At 
night time, without a servant—all by your¬ 
self r 

O' Kart: :— 44 Nay, some servants came with 
me, bnt I have just dismissed them, and so am 
left alone. But I have a message for you 
from my mistress." And presenting a letter¬ 
box* to Kampei, the girl continued, 44 She 
said 1 was to ask yon to be good enongh to 
hand this to your master, and to tetl him 
to give it to Moronawo as my lady's answer, 
with her excuses and compliments. And lest 
there should be some mistake in the middle 
of all this feasting, my mistress told me to 
put off giving yon the message for the night. 
And so I came here just now, to look for 
you and ask yon to be sure and not omit to 
deliver these few verses to your master. I 
have run here so quickly that I am almost 
dead for want of breath.'* (Panting as she 
spoke). 

Kampbi :— 44 Good ! my master shall hand 
the letter-case to Moronawo. I will go and 
deliver it; wait for me." 

As bo spoke, a voice cried loudly from 
within, 44 Kampei, Kampei; your master Il&ng'- 
wan is calling for you. Kampei, Kampei." 

Kampbi :— 44 Hai, hai, I come. Yeb ! have 
a little patience." 

• Letters in Japan are sent in oblong lacquered 
boxes (often called and osrd as glore-boxes b j for¬ 
eigners), which are tied with silk cord or paper string, 
and ofteu sealed as well. 


And quitting the girl, the youth hastened 
towards the palace. He had hardly gone 
when the Bannai Sagisaka came up with 
minciug gait, like a heron trampling upon 
paddy-field lampreys. 

Bajtxai :— 44 Hah, O'Karu 1 how love sharpens 
one's wits. Just as the fellow was whispering 
in your ear, to shout out 4 Kampei, Kampei, 
your master is calling for you!' A capital 
idea, was it not ? My lord Moronawo has a 
favour to ask of you, pray accompany me. 
You know I love you." 

And the fellow, as he spoke, endeavoured 
to embrace her. 

O'Karu (escaping from his grasp) .*— 44 Cease 
this rudeness, sir. What, within the precincts 
of the court you dare act thus villainously ? 
Away ruffian !" eluding a second time his 
grasp, “away ill-mannered boor that you are." 

Baxnai :— 44 Don't be so hard. Come, it is 
still dark enongh to prevent any one seeing 
us, just for a moment." 

Aud seizing her hand, he wm on the point 
of dragging her away, when loud cries of 
44 Bannai, Bannai, the lord Moronawo wants 
you at once. Bannai, Bannai." Interrupted 
him, and two men came forward through 
the gloom, looking anxiously around. They 
were not long in catching sight of the Bannai, 
with whom O'Karu was still struggling, and 
exclaimed angrily, 44 What are you about, 
Bannai ? the lord Moronawo has been search¬ 
ing for you some time. What; ill-treating a 
woman P within the precincts of the oourt, 
too ? Shame on you, you ill-bred villain." 

Bakuai 44 Yeh, what are yon fellows say¬ 
ing P" And quitting his hold of 0 'Kj>u tbe 
crest-fallen scoundrel made his way hurriedly 
towards the palace. 

Kampei appeared immediately afterwards, 
44 Hah, O'Karu, did yon understand my de¬ 
vice ? That Bannai is well tricked now. I 
knew that if I were to shout out that his lord 
wanted him, that he would cry 4 stale trick 
and to avoid such a result I bribed those 
two fellows with a little »ake to shout out 
instead of me. He will own the trick is not 
a stole one for this once, I think; ha,-ha, ha. 
And now that the Bannai's affair ia settled, 
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will yon not stay and let me talk with yon 
for a Uttio while?” And the yonth took her 
hand aa he spoke. 

O’Kaeu :—(confusedly) 44 No, no, leave me * 
why, what do yon want to aay P” 

Ko«psi:— 44 Why leave yon ? It will be day¬ 
light directly. Ton oannot refuse mo.*’ After 
some further show of relnctanoe O’Kara yield¬ 
ed to her lover's entreaties, exclaiming, how¬ 
ever, half repentantly, 

u But some one may pass by here.” As 
she spoke, the words of the old song ” Taka- 
sago ” were again borne to them upon the 
breese i 

44 Neath the pine tree will we sit." 

Kispii s —(speaking softly) 44 Hark ! is not 
the verso apt ? let ns too, sit down here.” And 
seising the girl's hand in his, he led her 
gently away. 

Meanwhile the guests were being enter¬ 
tained with various mnsioal and recitative 
performances, in which the praises of Nawo- 
yoshi, together with felicitations on the pros¬ 
perity of the Empire, were sung to the sound 
of drains and kettledrums, while his Highness* 
continued well-being was the desire of every 
heart. 

Wakaaanosuke, who had for some time 
been on the watch for Moronawo, seeing that 
the latter did not arrive, rambled about the 
palaoe in search of him. The long trowsers 
of his oonrt drees wjre well girded up ; his 
ears were open to every sound ; and, convul¬ 
sively grasping his sword handle, he was 
bent upon slaying his enemy the moment he 
appeared. 

Moronawo, ignorant of Wakas&noeke's pre¬ 
sence, approached the spot where the latter 
was standing; and while yet somo distance 
from hin-L, recognised the wrathful noble. 

Moaojfiwo: — Ho, there! 8ir Wakasanoske, 
yon are early at your poet. I have to ask 
pardon for my rudeness to yon the other day ; 
though I can offer no excuses. But still I 
mist beg of yon to listen to wh\t I have to 
say.” So with these words the wily courtier 
took both his swords out of his girdle and 
threw them on the ground at Wakasanoeke's 
foot. 44 To tell the whole troth,” he oontinned, 

M I was most rude to yon the other day at 

Tsnrngaoka; and doubtless you were very 
angry, as indeed yon had good right to be. I 
c in not understand bow I came to address 
such rough words to yon. I hardly know what 
they were ; but I shall regret my ill-breeding 
all my life. See, I am your suppliant Yon 
are a man of the world and will understand 
me. Were you an ignorant fellow I should 
doubtless have to dread being cut down by 
yon. I tried to follow yon, clasping my bands 
and bogging your forgiveness. Ab ! I am 
an old min, useless enough, useless enough. 

Yon must show some favour to my years. 

See, my swords are at your foot. I am a 
suppliant before yon ; it cannot be that yon 
will not listen to me. I know that I have 
been wrong: wrong in every way and re¬ 
peatedly ; bnt I and my follower, the Bannai 
here, entreat yon to let your anger oeeao” 

Wakasanoske listened to this bribe-bought 
flattery, with astonishment. He found the 
opportunity of veng*janoe suddenly taken 
away from him ; and that now thifc the hour 
to strike had oome, he wss prevented from 
striking. The sword that Ijb had so carefully 
cleaned that morning was useless. He did 
first attempt to draw it from the scabbard, 
bat allowed his head to fall pensively on bis 
breast while be stood there tranquil, to the 
great satisfaction of Honso, who, half-hidden 
amid some neighbouring bushes, had watched 
the ooarse of proceeding in contented silence. 

Moromawo “ Ho ! B&nnai, that fellow 

Yenya! what makes him so late? this gentle¬ 
man” turning to Wakasanoske, 44 gives a very 
different attention to his doties. As to Yenya 
he is nothing less than an ill-bred clown, not 
to have shown his face yet If he were 
worthy of bis rank he would have a chief 
councillor who would take caro that all his 
lord's dnties were properly fulfilled ; bnt he 
has none suoh. Come, Sir,” turning again 
to Wakasanoske, 41 wo will go to His High¬ 
ness. Pray excuse me my wrong-headed ness, 
and do me the honour to accompany me.” 

WizasANOsxt : — 44 1 think I must ask your 
lordship to excuse me, I am not very well ; 
pray do not wait for me.” 

1 

1 

1 

1 --- 
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Moronawo :—“ I am sorry to hear you are 
not well, pray what is tke matter? B&nnai, 
rub this gentleman 1 ® back and send for aome 
cordial.'’ 

Waxasaiosukr :— M Nay, I am not to ill as 
to require that.” 

Moronawo:— M But at all erects you will 
do well to rest awhile. I will see that your 
duty it taken by a proper person. Bannai, 
conduct this gentleman to an apaitment” 

Wakaeanoeuko felt as much embarrassed 
by this excessive attention as if he had been 
suddenly invited to enter the Mikado's car¬ 
riage. However, he accompanied the Bannai, 
to the delight of Honso, who tbanking ex¬ 
treme heaven and earth for tke success that 
had attended his scheme, betook himself to 
the retainers’ quarters. 

Immediately afterwards Yenya made his 
appearance hurrying in the direction of the 
vice-regal apartments. Moronawo, who was 
standing under a verandah, saw him passing 
by and called oat angrily, “ You are late, you 
are late! what is the meaning of this careless¬ 
ness ? Yon were to have bfvn here at the 
7th hoar (aboat 4 a.m.) precisely. Did you 
not receive my message to that effect ? " 

YlNTA:— 44 It is true my lord that lam 
later than I ought to bo. I must ask you to 
excuse mo; but I am still in time, I.think.” 
So saying he took a letter-box from his sleeve 
pocket, and handed it to Moronawo. 

Ybnya.— 44 Ono of my servants came to me 
with this just now, asking me to give it into 
your hands. It is from my wife, Kowoyo.” 

Moronawo (taking the box)Indeed, 
indeed—ha! I nnderitand, your wife knows 
that I am fond of verse-making and has sent 
me some lines of her own for correction.” 

With these words the Prime Councillor 
opened the case, and taking out a paper, began 
to read it 

44 4 A has band's love my life doth shield, 
UnnoedodL all lovo else I spurn.' 

Ha! from the new selection of Ancient 
and Modern Poems. No correction of mine 
wanted here, it would Beem.” 


Moronawo understood that his suit was 
rejected, and felt sure that Yenya had opened 
the box. Angry at the idea, he yet managed 
to conceal his Ill-humour; and with an appear¬ 
ance of unconcern, asked Yenya if he had 
read the paper. 

Yixta.— 44 1 saw it just now for the first 
time.” 

Moronawo: —“H’m, well, the oontents— 
oh, your wife is a model of virtue. See what 
she sends me. Why their proffer lover’s 
love—a model ef virtue! a model of virtue 1 
what a fortunate man you are! That is the 
reason probably of your i nation tivencss. You 
stick at home tied to your wife's apron, %nd 
give no thought to your duties at tho Court.” 

The disappointed nobleman continued to 
pour out invectives upon tbe astonished 
Yenya, who could make nothing of his su¬ 
perior's conduct, but imagined that be most be 
under some strange error; for which reason he 
restrained, though with difficulty, his indigna¬ 
tion. 

Yehta (with a forced langh):—“Ha, ha, ha! 
your lordship is merry ; doubtless your lord- 
ship has been passing the bottle round a 
little.” 

Moronawo (angrily):— w Passing the bottle? 
passing the bottle ? what docs the clown mean ? 
Passing the bottle or not I manage to attend 
to the duties of my rank. As for you, you neglect 
them. Explain that to me. You perhaps have 
been 4 passing the bottle,' or sticking at home 
glued to your wife's side? Yon bad better 
take a leaf out of Wakasanosuke's book. Oh, 
your wife is a model of virtue, eh ? a charm¬ 
ing woman ! writes most elegantly ! Yon may 
well be proud of her. Nay, don't look 
angry, man; what I say is all true enough. 
Now your wife's verses here — — If you have 
such a treasure at home, we cannot expect you 
to come here. You fellows who remain at 
home remind one of carp-fry in a well. These 
tiny fish—are you listening to what I say ?— 
think that neither in heaven nor on earth is 
there any place comparable with the miser¬ 
able hole, sortie three or four feet across at 
tho most, in which they live. They have 
never seen any other place, and when they 
arc brought up from the bottom in a bucket 


• This rendering simply gives tbe Ids* uf tbs 
original, anything like a translation Is impossible. 
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and then thrown into the stream, they cannot 
make out where they arc and flounder help, 
lcssly about, until at last they knock their 
heads against tho pillars of some bridge. 
You, and such as you, are just liko these 
cnrplota; ha, ha, ha l M Ycnyo, at this insulting 
speech, lost his patience and exclaimed angrily. 

M You must bo out of your senses—you must 
bo mad, Moronawo." 

Moronawo (interrupting)— 44 Pshaw, fellow! 
darest twit me with being mad ? Mo, the 
Prime Councillor f the Lord Moronawo!" 

Yixta. (with increasing anger):—“Then 
your insults are meant as such." 

Moronawo (scornfully):—“ Stop your chat¬ 
ter ; and if meant, what then?" 

YmrrA:— M Why, this then/' And drawing 
his sword, the enraged nobleman made a 
stroke at Moronawo, which inflicted a deep 
wound on tho latter between tho eyebrows, 
and felled him to earth. A second blow clove 
tho crest of his helmet, and he hastily got 
np from tho ground and ran away in a con¬ 
fused manner, to escape a third which Yenya 
was prevented from inflicting by Homo ; who 
had been a witness of the quarrel, and who 
now came hastily up and seised the angry 
lord's arm. 

Homo:—“Restrain yourself, Sir, I pray 
you." Yenya struggled to free himself from 
Homo's grasp, glaring after his enemy who 
was making off as well as he could, stumbling 
at every stop, in the direction of the inner 
apartments. 

Ybhta :— 44 That fellow Moronawo will get 
away, let me go, Homo. He shall foel the 
weight of my arm. Let me go. Let me go." 

While Yenya was thus endeavouring to 
shake off Homo's grasp, a confused sound of 
voices and of hurrying footsteps was hoard, 
and presently a crowd of courtiers and re¬ 
tainers rushed excitedly forth from the palace 
acrosB the courtyard, some hastily grasping 
their swords, while otherB hurried to the as¬ 
sistance of Moronawo. The whole palace was 
in an uproar. At both gates the various re¬ 
tainers who were outside kept up a constant 
knocking, and lanterns were everywhere flash¬ 
ing in the midst of the confusion. 


II ay a no Kaiupci, bearing the noiac, was fill¬ 
ed with anxiety ; and running up to tho Pcnr 
Gate, knocked at it a9 if he Mould tdmttcr it 
into pieces : crying loudly“ I nin Hay a no 
Kampei, clansman of Yenya Hang’wan. My 
lord is in danger and I must be at his side. 
Open, open, quick." 

Gatb ward:—“T his is the PearGnte. You 
must go round to the Great Gate if you are 
in the suite of some nob’emnn." 

KAUr&l:—“ No, no, this gate will do well 
enough. Besides the Great Gate seems be¬ 
sieged by such a crowd of retainers that it 
would be impossible to get at it even if 
mounted on a spirited hotac. What is the 
meaning of all this disturbance ? " 

Gatt ward 41 Tho disturbance is at an 
end. Yenya grievonsly insulted tho Prime 
Councillor Moronawo, and for this offence is 
to be confined to his house where he is now 
being carried in a net-covered norimon." 

KAMPtr (much disturbed at bearing this):— 
M Nomu sambo,* conveyed borne a prisoner ?” 

He was on the point of hastening after hi9 
loid, when lie was arrested by tho thought, 
that the aenteuce of confinement would en¬ 
tail a closure of tho gates of the castle. 
Pacing up and down, uncertain how to act 
in the midat of his embarrassment, ho was 
jo*nod by the maid O'Karu, whom he liad left 
behind when ho harried to tho gate to seo 
what was tho cause of the uproar. 

O*Ka.ro :—“Oh, Kampei, I have heard all 
about it. What is to be done ? What is to be 
dono ?" 

The girl clung to her lover sobbing as she 
spoke. 

Kampei, however, thrwrt/her aside, saying j 
44 Yeh ! what is the nse of puling ? Listen ! 
my honour as a soldier and a clansman is 
gone. Gone! do you hear ? And now nothing 
remains for me but this." (Grasping the 
handle of his sword). 

O'Karo (with a gesture of affright):— 
44 Kampei, not that, not that* I implore yon. 
You do not know what you are doing in your 
bewilderment" 


• A portion of a Buddhist prayer, commonly used 
in former days as an excUinjuion. 
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Kucpki (bitterly) : — 41 Bewilderment P I 
may well be bewildered to find that I have 
been absent from my lord’* side in the hour 
of danger; that men are conveying my lord 
away, a prisoner, in a net-covered norimon, 
like a criminal; that the gates of his castle 
are closed upon him, while I, his born vassal, 
have been spending my timo in toying with 
you. How can I ever again wear two swords 
before the face of men ? Let me go; let me go ” 

The girl, however, continued to cling to 
him, exclaiming:—“ If only for a moment, 
listen to me. You must listen to me. What 
you say is quite true; but whose doing is it 
that your honour as a clansman is tainted ? 
Is it not mine, mine ? 'Tis for me then not for 
yon, to die. If you should die now on this 
spot how will any ono know your motives ? 
And not knowing yonr motives how will any 
one be able to praise your deed as that of a 
true clansman.'* 

“Oh! Kampei," the girl continued, 41 be 
guided by me; come with mo for a time at 
least to my village where my father and 
mother are still living. They will do every¬ 
thing they can for you. Kampei, let ono com¬ 
mon misery plead for me; let your affianced 
wife's words persuade you.’* (Bursting with 
a loud sob into a flood of tears as she spoke 
the last words). 

Kimpei (irresolutely) :— 44 That might be 
well onough, bat you don't know everything 
yet, having but Lately entered our household. 
Our master's chief councillor, Ohoboshl Yura- 
nosuke, is away at oar lord's estates in the 
provinces. I mast wait for hiB return, and 
will then implore pardon from him for ray 
disloyal negligence. Come, O'Karo, let os 
away from this place without delay.” 

They were on the point of departing, when 
Sagi&aka, the Bannrni, suddenly made his ap¬ 
pearance, followed by several armed men. 

BxjfNH:—“Yeh ! Kampei, your master has 
been employing hitnsolf in heaping insults 
upon Moronawo, His Highness’ Prime Coun¬ 
cillor, and has actually dared to strike him 
and inflict a deep wound withiit the court 
precincts; for which offence, strictly forbid¬ 


den as you know, he has been confined to his 
house, and no doubt ere long his head will be 
mado to fly from his shoulders.” 

“Ho, there!" continued the Bannai in a 
loud voioe, turning suddenly to his attendants, 
“seise this fellow, bind him and prepare to 
hew the scoundrel in pieces.” 

Ktursi 44 Yeh ! nothing could bo mors 
opportune. Come, Sir Stork®, you are not 
equal to gobbling me up without assistance, 
it seems; but here is my arm thin as an onion 
stalk. Come and try what it tastes like, all of 
you.” 

Bxshai:—“ Sileuce ! Upon him, men." 

Kampbi (scornfully) :— “ At your service, 
gentlemen.” 

The Binnai's attendants, four in nnmber, 
rushed npon the follower of Yenya, and at¬ 
tempted to seise him. Kampei, however, 
eluded their onset, aad grasping a couple of 
hi9 assistants by tbe arm, twisted them sud¬ 
denly round and hurled them to a distance. 
The other two attacked him with their 
swords. The blow of the one he parried with 
his scabbard* while ho span tho other's wea¬ 
pon out of his hand. The four recovering 
themselves, made a simultaneous onslaught; 
bat Kampei struck them down right and left* 
and trampled upon them as they lay on the 
ground flat as pancake*. Daunted by his 
prowess, his assailants did not attempt to ro- 
now the fight, bat made away in panic-struck 
confusion. The Bannai, beside himself with 
rage, then flew at Kampei; but the latter 
seized him by the neck and hurled him to 
earth with such violence that he turned head 
over heels os ho fell- Kampei, placing hi* foot 
on his prostrate enemy’s neck, exclaimed:— 

44 Sah ! you may choose your death. Do 
you prefer being stabbed to death or being 
hewn in pieces?” (Raising his weapon as 
he spoke). 

O’Kara however ran up to the victor and 
laid her hand upon his arm. 44 Hold!” she 
cried. 44 To kill the wretch may destroy your 
chance of pardon. The follow has had suf¬ 
ficient" 


• Alluding o tbe beginning of the Bannai's 
Sagi»«4*; “ Sogi" meaning a stark. 
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The Bnnnai meanwhile had wriggled from The 6th hour had now struck, and the low 
under his enemy’s foot and made off as hard clouds on the eastern borison were whitening 
as he could, crestfallen enough, and in mortal with the dawn, while the crowsf were leaving 
fear for his life. their perches Ailing the air with their sweet 


Kanpei: —** Ych ! it is a pity, the rascal 
should gut awa JV too. The scoundrel well 
deserves to bo killed by inches for his 
cowardly trick. Well, we must now away 
and hide ourselves, and watch for an oppor¬ 
tunity of procuring pardon/* 


sad song as they flew by the lovers, who 
pursued their hurried flight with hearts heavy 
with grief as they thought upon the cruel 
fate which had befallen their lord. 

f The Japanese, strangely enough as it appears to 
ns, detect in the hoarse tones of the crow the notes 
of love. 


Esrp or Book III. 
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JAPANESE SKETCHES. 

—<r»oo— 


STORY OP THE WISE MAYOR 
OP YEDO. 

Among foreigners acquainted with the 
Japanese colloquial language there arc, as 
yet, after fifteen years of intercourse with 
Jnpan, very few who are able to read even 
the simplest books. I am willing to confess 
that, without a master, I am not one of the 
few ; but in my efforts to master the written 
language, I have come upon several stories 
which have struck me as remarkable, as 
illustrating the old adage “ there is no 
thing new under the sun;" and shewing how 
the mind of man may mn in similar grooves 
under most dissimilar conditions. As I per¬ 
ceive that the Far East confines itself ex¬ 
clusively to Far Eastern themes, and that 
short stories illustrating Japanese logic are 
likely to be welcome, I send a translation of 
one I have lately come across, and which, 
though known to the Japanese under the title 
given above, I think may fairly be entitled 

A JAPANESE SOLOMON. 

During the reign of Shogun Yos him an e, 
the eighth of the Tokugawa dynasty, Owoka 
Yechixen no Kami was appointed mayor of 
Yedo city. Ho was a wise and intelligent 
man; and not only was he a just and upright 
judge, but he displayed wonderful powers of 
inveetigating the most difficult cases that 
came under his notice, and arriving at a cor¬ 
rect decision ; and men marvelled at his acu¬ 
men. So rarely did he fail to discover the 
right and the wrong, between suitors, that it 
was often sufficient to threaten to bring a 
cause under bis judgment to make the evil¬ 
doer confess. 

On ono occasion, when other judges had 
failed to elicit the truth between two women 
in a case of maternity, lie was referred to by 
order of the government. 

A young woman, being obliged to accept 
service for tho support of herself and her 
little daughter, and not being ablo to take 
the latter to her master’s bouse, placed tho 
child in charge of another woman to bring 


up for her. Time wore on, and the child 
grew up until she reached the age of nine¬ 
teen years; when the mother resigned the 
service she had so long enjoyod, and hoped 
to have her daughter to live with her, and 
to love her. 

She went to the house of the woman who 
hail all these years had charge of the girl, 
when, to her surprise, the woman, who was 
very unkind to the maiden, refused to give 
her up; and declared that she herself was 
the true mother, and that the woman who 
claimed her had no right to her. 

On the women coming into the presence 
of Owoka, he asked many questions, without 
eliciting any reliable fact. There was no 
evidence on either side, but the word of the 
women themselves. At last he said 44 it is 
useless wasting further words, sheer strength 
most decide between them.” He ordered 
them, therefore, each to take a hand of the 
girl, and pull one against the other; and she 
who was strongest should take tho girl. 

Fearful of losing her child through dis¬ 
obedience to the mayor, the mother unwil¬ 
lingly took one of the girl’s arms, whilst tho 
pretender seised the other. When they began 
to pull, the girl cried out with tho pain; on 
which, the true mother quickly let go her 
hand and refused to hurt her. Those who 
Btood by urged her to conti noe the trial, or 
she would certainly lose her chance ; and the 
other woman loudly challenged her, saying 
11 How is she your girl, and you refuse to 
straggle for her P” 

Watching the proceedings awhile, attentive¬ 
ly but silently, the mayor at length raised 
his voice, and in a tone of thunder addressed 
the woman who was in the midst of her 
taunting, and said, 44 Vile and counterfeit 
deceiver, yon regard not the pain of her yon 
claim as your offspring. She is no child of 
yours, and you are devoid of maternal feel- 
ings. 

He then ordered the girl to go with her 
true mother, to the happiness of them both, 
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and the satisfaction of the astonished wit* young men to be brought to him one by one- 
nesses. He quietly repeated the questions, and oc~ 

The other woman confessed her crime, and cupied a little time with each ; and the cat 
waa sent from the place with ignominy. was quietly seated at his side. Presently, 

Another instance of his marvellous in- whilst he spDke with ono young fellow, the 
gennity in judgment shall be related. cat rose slowly and walked forwards and 

A merchant had occasion to go from Yedo rubbed herself against the young man's knocs 
to Kioto on business and was detained so as he sat on his heels on the ground ; and 
long that thirteen months elapsed before he then, as the mad thoughtlessly stroked her 
returned to his home. He had looked for- back, all the while looking at the mayor and 
ward with joy to the reunion with his wife, replying to his interrogatories, found its 
and she received him with every outward way on to his lap, and proceeded to make 
mark of affection and respect; but, alas ! he itself comfortable. The mayor, keeping the 
soon discovered that she had been unfaith- attention of the yonng man, watched all this 
ful to him. He was enraged beyond control narrowly; and when after a time, he had 
on finding that she was in a fair way to be- satisfied himself as to the friendship existing 
come a mother, and that she would not between tbo min and the cat* he called the 
reveal who had so grossly injured him. Ho proper officers, and ordered them to take the 
used every kind of influence to induce or to young man and bind him with rope, and lead 
force her to name the enemy who had dis- him t.) prison, as he was the culprit. Not 
honoured him, but without avail. Finding understanding how his guilt was discover- 
all his efforts useless, he appealed to Owoko, cd, but being thus directly pronounced 
who ordered him to attend with his wife and guilty, in spite of all the answers he had 
his friends, relations and neighbours, on a made, which had they been believed would 
certain day. He examined each separately, have declared him innocent, ho thought the 
but could obtain no clue. Having finished major was assisted by the gods, and confessed 
these questionings, he called tho husband, his gnilt. The mayor had only judged by 
and asked if he had any animals in the house, the evident knowledge of him possessed by 
•nch as cats or dogs, as pets. The man re- tho cat, and their mutual kindness to each 
plied that there was only ono—* cat. Send other. 

for it, said the mayor; and the cat waa Can it be wondered at that the fame of 
brought. All present wondered at this strange this wise mayor of Yedo wss heard over the 
proceeding; for what could the cat do, to Empire; and that to this day he is still 
help the investigation ? The mayor then talked of and his astonishing penetration ex- 
entered the judgment hall, and placed the tolled by all people ? 
cat beside him. He then ordered all the A. D. C. 



Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




20-4 


THE FAR EAST. 


THE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


O-TAMAYA-THE CEMETERY 
OP THE SHOGUNS, 8HLBA. 

Wx take advantage of the publication of 
the 41 History of the Tokugawa Dynasty M in 
our pages, to give more pictures connected 
with their memory. It is probable that all 
onr readers do not feel the same kind of 
veneration as we do for the two spots in 
Yedo, which, after the castle itself, are most 
identified with the Shoguns :—the places of 
their sepulture—Oyeno and Shiba. But apart 
from such associations there are beauties 
about the places themselves, especially the 
latter, that are well worthy of being depicted. 

It is oply within the present week, that a 
gentleman—a globe-trotter—who had looked 
forward with great expectations to his visit 
to Japan, told us how disappointed be was 
in finding so little that web strikingly charac¬ 
teristic of an Eastern nation; and particularly 
of such a people as he had fancied the Japanese 
to be. Yokohama was far more foreign than 
eastern; and after travelling in a railway to 
Tokei, he there saw foreign built houses ; a 
street which * exed him from the similarity 
of its houses to a 5th or 6th rate street in 
a London suburb ; and a fine broad roadway 
with wide side paths, trees on each side 
separating the carriage way and pavements, 
such as would not disgrace the main street 
of any European city. 

It is true U»e picturesque is fast departing 
from Yedo; and as for Yokohama it never 
possessed it. But wc cling the more tena¬ 
ciously to those places in the great city 
which carry with them memorials of the 
past. The illustrations then connected with 
Shiba, given this month, are three in num¬ 
ber. First 

SAM-MON, THE GREAT GATE 
ZOZOJI. 

The temple of Zoxoji, often alluded to in the 
Far Fast, and of which more than one photo¬ 
graph has been given, is spoken of in the 
narrative on page It was built by Hide- 


Uda, the second Shogun, about 230 years 
ago, and stood until the morning of New 
year's day this year, when it was burnt to 
the ground. It formed one side of a vsst 
quadrangle, of which the great gate was the 
centre of the opposite side ; and the photo¬ 
graph will give ar idea of its external ap¬ 
pearance only two years ago. Indeed the 
gate remains the same to this day, for it 
eacaped the general conflagration; but all 
the repose and solemnity of the locality has 
now totally departed. Where, of old, no 
profane foot might tread, and all breathed 
the spirit of sanctity and solitnde, now 
hucksters stalls and midxu-chayas (resting 
sheds where tea and light refreshment is 
offered to passers-by) abound ; and there is 
no place lesB suggestive of reverential im¬ 
pressions than the road which forms a por¬ 
tion of this view. On the other side of the 
wall which is seen in the picture, the old 
feelings were, until lately, done leas violence 
to. The quadrangle was entered through the 
gate, and there stood before you the Temple 
in all its beauty. To the right was seen, 
that which forms another of our illustrations 

T8URI-GAN E—THE GREAT 
HANGING-BELL, 

Although the temple and the gateway were 
built by Hidetada, the Second Tokugawa 
Shogun, thia Bell was presented by Iyeyas’, 
the first. It was tolled every hour, day and 
night, until the very last hour of its suspen¬ 
sion. The woodon campanile in which it 
hung, caught fire from the temple, and the 
old bell alone remains of all that is seen 
in the picture. It stands flat on its rim, 
wrapped up carefully with matting—but 
whether it is really cracked, as has been as¬ 
serted, or not* wc are not exactly informed. 
A number of labourers arc always employed 
clearing away the debris of the temple, but 
whether anything will be done towards its 
rebuilding is very doubtful. felorning 
through the gate into the road again and 
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turning to the left* leaping along the wall 
(on the right of the picture) we come to 

NI TEN MON-THE GATE OP 
THE TWO HEAVEN?, 

This is the principal gate to the shrines of 
the 6th, 12th and 14th Shoguns; and a 
photograph can do it but faint justice. On 
each side is a gigantic figure, called N& Kon- 
gd, as usually placed at the entrance of Budd> 
hist temples to prevent the ingress of demons 
(akuma). As we shall have occasion here¬ 
after to speak of the beautiful shrines them¬ 
selves, we will not fnrther dwell on them 
now. The growth of the old timber, how- 
ever, may bo noticed. It is a peculiar fancy 
to allow aa little uniformity as possible in 
their arboriculture, and three trees arc forced 
out of their perpendicularity and made to 
throw their arms in all sorts of grotesque 
directions as a great effort of art. 


HOUSES ON THE BLUFF, 
YOKOHAMA. 

Tue Bluff is now the principal place of 
residence of Yokobarra people, and the view 
in this number takes in from the extreme left, 
tbo end of the Britiah Legation and the 
Legation flagstaff, the residence of H. B. M.’s 
Judge of tbo Supreme Court, the houses oc¬ 
cupied by W. W. Cargill, Enquire, the chief 
director of Japaneeo Imperial Kail way a, the 
bungalow of Mr. Abcgg, a Swiss merchant, 
and a corner of the dwelling and the garden 
and stabling of Mr. Von Hcmcrt, formerly of 
Java. 

OSAKA LIGHTHOUSE. 

TE*rOS4N. 

(From the 'Jajran J/aV/.'J 
The lighthouae at TempoeSn is situated on 
the extreme point of the right bunk of the j 


Aj’Vanrn or OsVca river, inside the rimpirt* 
of the Tesnposan fort This lighthouae, like 
that at Wada-no-misaki, is under the charge 
of Japanese alone, and it is creditable to them 
to be able to say that everything was clean 
and in good order. A few steps from the 
shore of the river is the stone wall which 
partially surrounds the lighthouse, inside on 
a level with the wall is the Japaneae dwell¬ 
ing house, from which a flight of granite 
steps leads to a square plateau on which the 
lighthouse is erected. It is built of kiaki 
wood, and in shape is square, the tower 
gradually narrowing towards the top where 
it is about nine feet in width. In Wight it 
is thirty feet, being only fifty-three foet from 
the level of the sea to the oentre of tW 
l-intern. The light illuminates the whole 
horizon snd can be seen at a distance of ten 
miles. The apparatus is only temporary, 
and at present consists of three paraffin lamps 
with reflectors and lenses; but the perma¬ 
nent light, which will bo shortly erected, 
anil consist of a fourth order, two-wick, 
dioptric apparatus ; which, from its c instruc¬ 
tion, is more easily cleaned auJ preserved by 
Japanese than are the reflectors. Tue light 
is intended to show the way into the Osaka 
river, for which purpose it is ample, and 
doubtless proves of great assistance to tbo 
numerous Japanese craft which frequent the 
river. We were here somewhat pressed for 
time; and I therefore, had little opportunity 
of examining the fort, in which there are 
some twenty brass guns. They appeared to 
be in a satisfactory state of preservation, and 
they are constantly used for the purpoaea of 
saluting, but owing to the shallowness of 
the wuter it is impossible for any vessel to 
come within two or three miles of the foft. 
It is however in a commanding position to 
prevent Attacks from armed Is wits. 
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THE PERIOD. 

Muxthlt Nora from Local Papirii. 


11 SIT OF THE MIKADO TO 
YOKOHAMA . 

“ f'\UEEN'S weather/’ as applied to the 
invariable £ood fortune which seems 
to attend the selection of dap appointed for 
rojal progresses in the “old country,” has 
long since become a household word amongst 
English people, and it almost seems as though 
His Majesty the Mikado were favoured with 
like good fortune in his excursions to those 
portions of his dominions occupied by Wes¬ 
terns. On the oocasiou of bis last visiting 
Yokohama, m rouU to Yokoaka, the wea¬ 
ther was everything that could be desired \ 
and, on the present occasion, both yes¬ 
terday and to-day have proved delicious¬ 
ly mild and beautiful, and His Msjesty 
and tboee accompanying him, as well as 
the good folk who are honoured by his 
visit, are to congratulated that the day select¬ 
ed should have turned out to be so fine : the 
more especially as of late the weather has been 
somewhat unsettled. With all the acces¬ 
sories, then, of brilliant weather, the “ pomp 
and circomstanoe * of Imperial dignity, the 
love and awe of a conservative people, and the 
indulgent sympathies of Eurojeau residents, 
it is not to be wondered at that the visit of the 
Tcnno to Yokohama should be a great event; 
and there was, consequently, a large number of 
both Easterns and Westerns crowding tbe 
Railway fetation and its approaches to wel¬ 
come tbe arrival of the Imperial party. 

A body of what Artemoa Ward would call 
14 mounted boss troopers ” was drawn up with¬ 
in tbe compound of tbe Station, in readiness 
to leetite His Majesty, who with the Empress 
and suite reached the terminus at 5 minutes 
to 4 o'clock, travelling iu the Imperial carri¬ 
age, which was attached to the ordinary 3 
l\M. train from Shinbasbi, two eogines being 
employed. 

The Imperial party immediately repaired to 
the reception rooms on the upper floor of the 
fetation, made use of on their former visit, 
and filled up with much elegance for their 
use. After resting awhile, tbe Emperor re¬ 
appeared, and, mounting a gorgeously capari¬ 
soned horse which was iu waiting, (the Imperial 
Body Guard, which acoompauied him from 
Tukio, saluting), proceeded towards the Light¬ 
house Establishment, Beuten ; the object of 
his visit being the inspection of the various 
interesting sections of the Department. Tbe 


Empress, attended by two kiu-jo, (Court 
ladies) entered the imperial carriage and 
drove off, followed by another carriage con¬ 
taining four high officials, Mateookoji Kunai- 
taiyu, Yamaoka KunaLahasho, Sugi Daijo, 
ana Fuoahiki Shojii (Doctor). Four more 
kiu-jo followed iu a wagonette, the whole 
tor tig t being escorted by the mounted guards. 
On reaching the Lighthouse establishment, 
which was tastefully decorated with flags, 
banners, evergreens, Ac, the Imperial party 
were received by Mr. Bran Von, the Engineer- 
in-Obief; the Japanese head of the Depart¬ 
ment, Satow Yoio, Todai-uo-kami, having 
acoompauied Ilia Majesty from Shinhashi, 
whither he proceeded to receive him. 

The Imperial party were oonduoted to the 
schoolhouee, a spacious building adjacent to 
the offices, which had been tastefully fitted up 
for his Majesty's reception. Here the various 
Foreign Ministers were presented by Tera- 
shima. The lighthouse officials, headed by 
Mr. Branton, also reoeived that honour. 
Whilst their Majesties rested awhile, the 
gentlemen attached to the suite and the 
Ministers amused themselves by looking over 
numerous excellently executed maps, plans, 
drawings, and photographs of matters con* 
nee tod with the lighthouse service. 

The business of inspection was then serious¬ 
ly entered upon. The first place visited was 
a building devoted to the rectification of the 
colxa and keroeine oils used in tbe lighting of 
lam pa employed. Passing the iron and oil stores, 
we reach the storehouse for apparatus, filled 
principally with weighty packages destined for 
the new lighthouse at Inabcye Saki; a tram¬ 
way connecting the stores with tbe wharf be¬ 
low for the convenience of shipmeot. 

Entering tbe Machine shops, where a pretty 
little 8 h. p. engine was busily at work, the 
operation of testiog the bricks employed in 
building was shewn, a cube of that material 
being submitted to the tremendous pressure of 
an hydraulic press, capable of exerting a foroe 
of 80 tons. As a matter of course the material 
was crushed into fragments, but such force, 
we need hardly mention, is not always used. 
In tie same building the engine drove a 
handy upright sawing machine, which operat¬ 
ed with 4 blades on a 16 inch log. As 
many as 24 blades can be uaod on a 2 
feet log. Tbe engine is, however, hardly power¬ 
ful enough, although 11 blades were at work 
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this morn in?. In a shop adjacent, nnder 
the same roof and fed by the tame motive 
power, the busy action of morticing, beading, 
planing, dovetailing, tenoning and other ma¬ 
chines was shewn ; a lathe being also at work, 
and an ingenious labonr-saTing machine, by 
Messrs. 8. Worvaorn Ac Co., of London, 
known as a “Geneaal Joiner," exciting 
ranch interest. This deportment is nnder the 
direction of Mr. Pearce, who is to be com¬ 
mended for tho perfect order in which every¬ 
thing nnder his control is to bo fonnd. 
The wood yard was next visited, where the 
extensive carpenter's shops are situate, the 
object of attraction being, however, a quanti¬ 
ty of screw piles intended for the erection of 
a lighthouse at the Shinagawa anchorage, 
Tedo. Proceeding across the compound, a 
large storehouse, containing immense buoys, 
stores of cement, and other heavy goods, was 
next reached, the rest of the building being 
used as a depositary for the varied and ex¬ 
tensive assortment or material required by the 
department. The principal object of the visit, 
as has been already mentioned, was the in¬ 
spection of a new cata-dioptric lighting ap¬ 
paratus, intended to be erected, in the ooorse 
of a month or two, at Inoboye-saki. This 
created very ranch interest, it being some¬ 
thing quite ahead of what has before been 
attempted in Japan. The burners are a new 
patent of Capt, Doty, the celebrated English 
inventor. The apparatus is fitted with the 
raoefc recent improvements and is very power¬ 
ful. 

ITis Majesty ascended the tower of the ex¬ 
perimental lighthouse—where apparatus is 
tried before being despatched to its destina¬ 
tion—and viewed the practical working of it, 
expressing himself as much pleased with what 
he saw. The lower story contained samples 
of various orders of optical apparatus, all in 
operation, and is used for the instruction of 
Japanese lightkeepers, who are thoroughly 
grounded in their antics before being despatch 
ed to their responsible appointments. Again 
crossing the compound towards the extensive 
offices, the Imperial party paused to view an 
iron tower in course of construction for Ycbo- 
•hi-Sima, at present some 32 feet high, but 
which, when mounted with lantern and other 
appurtenances, will probably total 40 feet. Al¬ 
though this is a comparatively small erection 
it undoubtedly reflects very great credit on the 
department, every portion of the subetantial 
structnre (with the exception, of course, of the 
raw material, in the shape of plate, bar and 
bolt iron,) having been prepared in the adjacent 
blacksmith's and machine shops, where the 


various operations of plate and flange drilling, 
Ac., are carried on. Into those His Majesty 
merely glanced, in passing. 

Having entered the offices, the party passed 
into a room filled with theodolites, telescopes, 
and other optical apparatus which seemed to 
puzxle some of the Japanese aitacKks not a 
little. Onwards through a suite of rooms 
filled with plans and drawings of lighthouses, 
and apparently devoted to draughting, tho 
party finally reached the retiring rooms, where 
a halt war made and some refreshment pro¬ 
vided for His Majesty and his nnmerous suite. 

The inspection, which ronst have afforded 
His Majesty very much gratification, virtual¬ 
ly ended here ; and the groups of ladies who 
occupied the balconies of the departmental 
residences adjaoent mostly dispersed, the Minis¬ 
ters also at that time takiog their leav<x 

About half an hour wis occupied in tho 
business of refreshment, and, at about 6 o'clock, 
the Emperor again mounted his horse, and, 
followed by the Empress ami suite in carriages 
in the same order as before observed, proceed¬ 
ed to the Okarasho, whore it was intendol 
they should pass the night, followed by im¬ 
mense crowds of nis Majesty's faithful sub¬ 
jects. The Imperial party being safety domi¬ 
ciled, the cavalry guard departed to the Nogo 
barracks, the Go Shimpei doing duty at 
the premises during the night, an adja¬ 
oent building being osed as a guard-room. 
Soon after reaching the Oknrsaho, the 
party came out on the baloony, or belvi- 
dere over the porch, to view the prac¬ 
tical working of the new apparatus they 
had just inspected at Bentcn. It being by 
that time dark, the effect was much more 
decided, and His Majesty lingered some time 
to admire the effect, finally, the partv re¬ 
tired toyn-gosen; and, after dinner, paid Taka- 
shims Kayemon the honour of a visit, reach¬ 
ing his honee shortly before 8 o’clock. Here 
everything was bright and brilliant, the 
front of the house being illuminated with 
lines of gas jets and devices, the Imperial 
Mon being conspicuous and the whole effect 
verv beautiful. The vicinity was lighted np 
with the reflection for a great distance around. 
The gasworks were similarly lit up, and both 
buildings artracted immense crowds of native 
spectators of all classes. Takashima had pro¬ 
vided for the delectation of His Majesty and 
the Empress a rare treat, in the ah ape of 
an entertainment by that subtle conjurer 
Professor Vanek. who had been invited to 
give an exhibition of his beautiful dissolving 
views before the Imperial party. 8uch a re¬ 
presentation has never before been given to 
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a Japanese ruler. It it needle** to aay 
that the Professor waa perfectly at home with 
hi* august patrons—royalty, indeed, being no 
novelty with him, as, we find, that of Ust 
evening was his twenty firat appearance be¬ 
fore crowned heads; principally in Europe, bat 
also largely in the East. At first the purpose 
was merely to exhibit the wonders of the Cy- 
clorama, but, after the Professor had produoed 
from his rqxnrCoirt just twice the number of 
views Ret down in the programme prepared, 
and which included a large nnmber of pictures 
ol the late Franco-German war, the Emperor 
expressed a desire to see some of the wonders 
of the magic art, of the Professor's dexterity 
in which he had heard. This was unex¬ 
pected and the latter was an prepared, but 
nevertheless he managed to improvise some¬ 
thing really good, and tlte perty, their Ma¬ 
jesties especially, seemed to be much delight¬ 
ed thereat. The whole concluded at about half 
past ten. Bo ended the first day's amuse¬ 
ments. 

This morning (19th,) at half past nine pre¬ 
cisely, (and punctuality seems to be a virtue with 
His Majesty) the Imperial party left Okoraaho 
fer the gas-works at Nog®, proceeding in the 
same order as before. The road was kepi by 
the police and cleared of pedestrians. 

On arriving at the gasworks, His Ma¬ 
jesty on horseback, the imperial party was 
received by Takasbima and the Euro¬ 
pean officials, and conducted to the re¬ 
ception rooms, where they remsined awhile. 
The inspection of the works which followed 
was necessarily a short one, the intention be¬ 
ing to return to Tokio br the II o'clock 
train. Opportunity was taken, however, to 
visit some of the works, the operations of a 
portion being shewn. First, the party enter¬ 
ed the retort room, where the charging and 
dis-charging of two furnaces was shewn, very 
much to the discomfort of the visitors, ap¬ 
parently, the smell being abominable. The 
climax was reached by the dumping of a 
bsrrowfull of hoi coals, upon which was 
thrown a quantity of water, close to the party, 
the result being that they were nearly suffocat¬ 
ed: The Empress and her suite were fain to 
take refuge beneath their umbrellas. The coal- 
tar tankfl were next inspected, then the gas¬ 
ometer and registering apparatus, more re¬ 
torts tnd receivers, store* of various kind*, 
the general meter, and lastly the ingenious 
contrivance for measuring the “candle-power" 
of the pas. Here the party again retired to 
the reception rooms, where they partook of 
some refreshment, the attendants participat¬ 
ing to the extent of a sip of o-chs. At half¬ 


past ten tl e route was resumed and a start 
was made for the ruilway station, where they 
arrived at 10.35, in time for the 11 a.if. 
ordinary traiu, to which the Imperial carriage 
was again attached; two engines, os on the 
down trip, being considered necessary for the 
joarney. On reaching the station His 
Majesty and soite made use of the with¬ 
drawing mm* until the hoar arrived for de¬ 
parture. A considerable number of specta¬ 
tors assembled to compensate themselves for 
the loss of a previous peep. The Imperial 
body-guard went on by tame train, the cavalry 
and carriages proceeding by road. 

Homura, Ken ten, Honcho, and indeed all 
the native qnarters, were profusely decorated 
with flags, and to-day is being observed by 
many natives as a holiday, - the lighthouse es¬ 
pecially being crowded with visitors. 

Before closing we desire to express our ac¬ 
knowledgments to the heads of the Light¬ 
house and Railway Depart men ta, and to the 
authorities of the Gas-works, for their courtesy 
and the facilities they have afforded us in tbs 
collection of intelligence. 


XAVAL COLLEGE ATHLETIC 
SPORTS-TOKIO. 

Thb Athletic Sport* at the Imperial Naval 
College, under the patronage of Mr. Kata 
and the officers of the College, came off on 
Saturday afternoon, to the evident satis¬ 
faction of the students and the immense 
crowd of spectators assembled, which in¬ 
cluded quite a nnmber of Japanese soldiers. 
From the windows of the College aeveral 
ladies and the children of the Kaitakuahi 
school viewed the proceedings, and appeared 
to take a lively interest in the sports. 

Although rain threatened daring the whole 
of the afternoon, it fortunately hidd off until 
the sport* were finished. 

The first event set down in the programme 
was a flat DM* for student* under IS yearn of 
age, distance 300 yard*, or once round the en¬ 
closure ; it win* well contested. This was 
followed by a race for students over 15 
years of age, which was accomplished by the 
winner in W seconds. Then came a race of 
150 yanla, for student* under 12 years of age, 
in which the little fellows ran very well. 

The prise for the long jump was carried 
off by a stalwart youth named Kano, who 
succeeded in scoring 14 feet 6 inches. This 
competitor was throughout the games par- 
ticularly lucky, and his continued ap¬ 
pearance* at tho winning post were greet 
ed with much applause; his success being 
evidenced by the number of prize* he car- 
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riod off. consulting, in the Aggregate, of 
Pocket-Books, Stationery, Gloves, Towels, 
Knives, Pencil cases. Walking sticks, Ac. al¬ 
most sufficient to start a small General Store. 

The high jump was nothing extraordinary 
from a European athlete's point of view, but, 
considering the general habits of the Japa¬ 
nese and their inexperience in such exploits, 
it was very good indeed. 

The three-legged race was a Bonrce of great 
amusement to the native spectators. It was 
well contested, the fall of the two leading 
couples adding greatly to the fun. 

A flat race, for students over 15 years of 
ago carrying a boy over 10 years, distance 200 
yards, followed, and the next event was a polo 
lump. We could not get tho height cleared, 
but it was very good, and cleanly done. 

The walking match finished in a rather 
doubtful ran, which, on European ground, 
would have resulted in a protest. 

Some of the competitors in the blindfold 
race of 150 yards ran remarkably straight, 
under the circumstances, although one littlo 
fellow took quite an opposite course to the 
desired goal and ran full tilt against a fence. 

The hop, step and jump came next, fol¬ 
lowed by a steeple chase of 300 vnrds, in 
which the jumps were all cleared easily. 

Tho hunted pig, with greasy ears and tail, 
stood a very poor chance, followed by so 
many hounds, especially as LknnU was rather 
fat. 

A race with a bucket of water carried on the 
head, the one bringing in most winter in the 
shortest apace of time to bo considered the 
winner, distance 50 yards, was a most amusing 
event, but we didn't wait for the Rule of Five 
calculation necessary to determine the winner. 

The sports were brought to a conclusion 
about five o'clock, with a race of 2<H> yards, 
the competitors having to pick up 20 egg* 
scattered over the course. Only three started, 
and all managed to stow away the eggs re¬ 
markably well. 

Too much credit cannot be given to Captain 
Douglas and the officers and bints jacket* at¬ 
tached to the College, for initiating n:id curry¬ 
ing through tho programme so well, it living 
the first of the kind, wc believe, ever at¬ 
tempted by exclusively Japanese competitors. 

The Admiralty band, nnder the direction 
of Mr. Fenton, was in attendance, and con¬ 
tributed much to the enjoyment of tho*c ptc- 
•ent. Much surprise was expressed by the 
European spectators at the proficiency which 
they have attained, as they are at present 
only in courae of training; the band proper 
having gone south, to the seat of the recent 
disturbance at Saga- 


Tho prizes were presented ns won. There 
are at present nearly 2<)0 students attached to 
the College, between the ages of 10 ami 30. 


Tub latwt telegrams from Fukuoka are of 
no groat importance, further th in that they 
state that Higashi Fushimi no Miya arrived 
on the 0th instant, and on the 12th made 
preparation for proceeding to Saga. 

Tho Imperial Steamer U*yoknn captured 
the steamer Afaiisunt-mttnt off Wakimoto, on 
the coast of Dcmidzu, Satsuma. but only four 
men of tho crow woro on board, tho rest hav¬ 
ing gone ashoro and run away. It Wiis sup¬ 
posed some of the lenders were aboard. 

Ou the Uth Okubo telegraphed from Naga¬ 
saki, 44 Have just been informed by 0y i:ua 
M Gnnrci that Shims Danycuion, Soojim i Ken- 
44 fluke. Shigonritm Motoyemoa, Murat a arid 
** seven other insurgents hivo been arrested 
u in Kugoshitna. Veto is reported to he hiding 
14 in the same Kui but caunot yet be found. 
14 1 will report again about him In a few days." 


It is with sincere pleasure that wo are en¬ 
abled at length to announce that the Mikado 
has given his assent to the formation of a 
Representative Parliament, or Assembly. 

NOW we believe we may congratulate our 
rcuders and all concerned that quiet will bo 
speedily restored. 


Osnso Xuut'iciYo has informed the govern¬ 
ment that ho has ascertained that Ycto Shim- 
pci was tho real leader of the Saga insurgents. 
He therefore proposes to tho Financial Depart¬ 
ment not to pay Yeto's allowance as a Songi— 
because he it a criminal. 

All Ssngi arc supposed to be at tho dis¬ 
posal of the government, even though as, in 
this caso. they may have resigned, and their 
places been filled. Whether it be true that 
Veto is the leader, it is, of course, impossible 
for us to say; but the fact ought not to be 
forgotten that the rising took place before his 
arrival. As to his pay, wc heard that he had 
| refused to receive it, before he went south 
Our Trailers will remember tho information wc 
trail slated from a native paper respecting his 
arrival in Saga Ken. 


In coxsbctios with the above, wc may men¬ 
tion that on the 4th instant Okubo sent a 
telegram saying that Ycto had escaped; but 
that kis whereabouts was known, and ho 
would soon bo captured. Okubo also mentioned 
that the number of Saga prisoners captured 
was 1000. 
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Tua K kerri of Chikuma Ken. on receipt of 
the photograph of His Majesty the Emperor, 
had it exhibited to the people in various parts 
of the province. At Tokayama, on the people 
seeing it. they all joined their hands and wor¬ 
shipped it, nsmg the Buddhist prayer " N'amu 
Amida Butau.* 

Two jm-Riir-aPTA men have been sentenced 
in Tokei to two and a half years’ imprison¬ 
ment with hard labour, for appropriating and 
sharing some money left hy a foreigner in the 
vehicle belonging to one of them. The man 
to whom the jin-nki-sha belonged was about 
to take the money to the owner when he found 
it but was overpersuaded by the other fel¬ 
low. who said it would not be robbory to take 
it, for it was money sent to them by Heaven. 

W* wans not aware until we aaw it stated 
in a native paper on Saturday last, that, in the 
beginning of January, “ the members of a local 
assembly " in Tokei presented a petition to the 
Cbiji on the subject of a representative parlia¬ 
ment. They pray that the members may be 
chosen from each large division of the city, 
and meet for the discussion of the national 
business, on the principle of the British House 
of Commons. 

Okubo, the Chiji, was more Ihan diplomatic. 
He replied with a verse of poetry. 

A raw days ago, a man and his son, the 
latter named Tsune-kichi, were in a boat on 
the Shiwodome river, near Shinbaahi station, 
Tokei. The s>on took a bamboo pole, to 
propel the boat in the way so frequently seen, 
by thrusting one end of the pole on the bed 
of the stream, the other end being against the 
breast, and so walking along the side of the 
boat from stern to stern. The pole broke and 
tbs jagged rod entered the lad's throat. Of 
course both father and son were greatly alar¬ 
med ; but a policeman who saw the accident, 
called them ashore, and went with them to a 
doctor. The wound was dressed, but fruit¬ 
lessly ; for. Bays the native chronicler, “ the 
violent wound cruelly took Tsune-kichi to an¬ 
other world.* 

Last eight, two large fires occured in Yedo, 
one in the neighborhood of Kondo, and the 
other oear Aeakusa. The latter was still burn¬ 
ing this morning. 

At mioeiout a fire broke out at O-ta, in 
some native houses immediately under the 
cliffs, and adjacent to the native barracks. 
Owing to the inflammable nature of the ma¬ 
terials and the delay in procuring water it soon 


assumed serious proportions and at one time 
threatened to destroy the whole of the sur¬ 
rounding quarter, the houses being very thickly 
clustered together and the streets extremely 
narrow. There was a large number of police 
and coolies available for the working of the 
hand engines, which were of really little ser¬ 
vice in extinguishing the flames, necessarily 
very fierce. Everyone worked with s will, 
however, eeveral European* lending a hand in 
the work of demolition, and the wiclders of the 
hooks and axes ultimately succeeded in arres¬ 
ting the destruction, so that at 2 o’clock this 
morning all danger was over. About 50 build¬ 
ings were destroyed, but a good deal of the 
contents was saved. The barracks on the 
opposite side of the road were untouched. The 
ground was kept by s detachment of oative 
troops, the streets being covered with salvage. 
We were unable to ascertain the cause of the 
fire. 

Amohsst the passengers per P. A 0. Mail 
steamer Behar for Europe, this morning, was 
F.nomotto Tak*-ak£, who departs as Am¬ 
bassador to the Court of8t. Petersburg. A 
salute was fired in honour of his departure, as 
the steamer left. 

Ox Friday, Feb. 27th, Knomotto, who was re¬ 
cently appointed to Bt. Petersburg, charged 
to settle the disputes between Russia and Ja¬ 
pan relative to Saghalin, (Karafuto,) gave s 
grand farewell entertainment at the Nakamura 
tea-house at Riogoko, in Tokei. About one 
hundred and fifty persona, chiefly officials of 
the government, several of whom were of high 
rank, were iu attendance. Beside the banquet, 
there were dances and music, given by a large 
and brilliant corpe of Geishas, or singing girls. 
A number of these fair ones were the brighest 
stars of the firmament in which they shine. 
Enomotto is accompanied on his mission by a 
young native—formerly an interpreter to the 
Russian teacher in the Tokei School of Foreign 
Languages—who is considered to be fullj con¬ 
versant the with Russian language. 

Last night, shortly after nine o'clock, a 
sharp but short earthquake was felt in Yoko¬ 
hama. 

A house occupied by R. Holme, Esq., on 
the north side of the railway track, was 
entered some time during Friday night and 
various articles removed, without any alarm 
being raised. During the aame night a dwel¬ 
ling house at Obno, oocnpied by a servant of 
Mcssss. D. H. Tillaon A Co., was entered by 
six men with swords, a number of men—some 
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six or tight—who were assembled inside offer¬ 
ing no resistance. The latter were tied op 
and all the money which wss fonnd—about 
$20—carried off. The tenant, who was out 
at the moment, heard a noise, and, on going 
to see the cause objected to the proceed¬ 
ings, with the result of receiving a severe 
wound in his arm and some stabs through his 
clothes. Still on the same night, all the horse 
blankets were stolen from Mr. Thompson's 
Livery Stables. The next night, from the 
same place, was taken away a valuable set of 
pony harness and some bits, 4c. The Japa¬ 
nese police stopped a man carrying this in a 
jinrikisha on the road to Niahinomiya, but 
were deluded by an artful tale about an ac¬ 
cident having happened which had necessitat¬ 
ed Mr. Thompson s sending home for harness. 
This night also, the Chinese reetsnrsnt at the 
top of Division Street was broken into and 
a quantity of things removed. Some of these 
were afterwards identified at s receiver's in 
the native town, and a boy who was laid hold 
of by the police so far yielded to the arts of 
pennafiion practised at the Saibanaho as to 
give some information which led to the police 
visiting a certain house, removing a woman 
they found at home, and quietly taking into 
custody three men who returned home at 
intervals. Some rope was also found there 
which corresponds with that with which the 
nr.en at Ohno were tied op. On Sunday Mr. 
Cabeldn identified some property in the native 
town as having been atoleu from him, but tho 
suspected thief is not st present to be lound. 
—Hicgo Nnc$. 


Hocass built in foreign style are rapidly in- 
creasing in uomber, aud, we may add, impruvuig 
in style of architecture, in tho capital. In almost 
every part of the city, though especially with¬ 
in the central portions of it, scaffolding and 
buildings in process of erection arc to be seen. 
The new edifice intended for the use of the Xai 
Mu 8ho or Horae Department is nearly finished. 
From Nibon Bashi one can see the lull brick 
chimney belonging to some new building devot¬ 
ed to manufacturing purposes. Inside tho 
castle proper, in that portion on the uorthem 
side in which the two bouses of the Go San 
Kiyo, the Shimidzu aud Tayasu, formerly re¬ 
sided, the extensive infantry and artillery bar¬ 
racks hare recently been finished and occupied. 
Houses for westernised native officials and 
“ hired foreigners ” are numerous and al¬ 
ways present a pleasing contrast, with their 
bright paint and cheerful appearance, to tho 
dingy monotony of the less pretentious wooden 
dwellings of the common, conservative, or 


modest natives. The old wood-cut pretending 
to pourtray 14 4 Joddo * from the citadel," which 
did duty so long in the geographies, but which, 
being evolved out of the imagination of the 
artist and further M improved ” by the engraver, 
was most villainously libellous, in that it re¬ 
presented tho Japanese capital with the features 
of a European city, has in process of time be¬ 
come a true picture. Old one-storied shanties 
are rapidly passing out of fashion, and stone 
and brick coming in. The Emperor Mutsuhito 
is likely to become the Augustus of Japan, in 
finding bis capital ki and leaving it i$hL Stand¬ 
ing at Shimbashi, and seeing from that point 
of view tho station, the bink-buildings. the 
new boulevards, and the Engineering College, 
oue can hardly believe himself in the old Tedo 
of even three years ago. To walk post the 
barracks of Sakurada, and along the beautiful 
western moat, and past tho spacious ground 
and buildings of the new British Lega¬ 
tion, then down to the Kudan and around 
the slopo to the new Polytechnic School, 

S ist tho new offices of the Homo and Treasury 
epartment, and to sec all tho various modern 
structures, is to bo filled with surprise at the 
rapidity of the change* wrought, not only in tho 
life of tho peoplo, but with the revolution 
io architecture caused by tho adoption of for¬ 
eign ideas. Tho old resident mi sees with a 
feeling of regret the old castlo towers and 
imposing gateways: but ho also finds with 
pleasure the splendid new stone bridges taking 
the placo of tho ancient humpbacked and 
rickety structures of wood. However useful 
Japanese bridges may bo, they arc ss ugly speci¬ 
mens of carpenter-work as one can find, and wo 
aro glad to note that an improvement in the 
manner of building bridges, as well as of houses, 
has com: in vogue. During the past week, 
the buttresses of the Koiahik-iwa Go Mon have 
been demolished to obtain granite and other 
rock for new and substantial modern struc¬ 
tures olscwhero. We notice also that several 
writers have stimulated the taste for architec¬ 
ture by preparing books on the subject. Sev¬ 
eral practical men have also put their ideas 
on paper, and a few good foreigo works have 
been trauslatcd. 


Nairousho (the Horae office) has received 
information from Htogo, that, on tho 18th 
February, the farmers, amounting to 3,000 
men, assembled at Sanya, Kaaama Ken ; and 
that their numbers and discontent increased 
daily. Saito Sanji and Goto Chiusakan, with 
ihree of the chief officers of the police at 
Morifika, went to them and managed to appease 
them; but it was by the distribution of 1,000 
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rios among: them. Ab seems natural to 
ub, the next day, 2lat February, tho farmers 
met at Takawa, and, when the police went in 
nombem to restore quiet, they were assailed 
with etonea and broken tilas, and some of 
them were wounded. On the 23rd, when 
it seemed likely that the Takawa men were to 
be tranquillized* another outbreak occurred at 
Yahaji; but here 400 Hhixoku marched against 
them and seized about 30 of the leaders. At 
Nitta, next day, another rising took place, 
The high prioea of food and the oppression 
ol the officials is tho alleged reason of the 
nneaaineas. 

Two noted robbers, Nishida Ginjiro and 
Sekiguchi Masa-Ternon have just been arrested 
in Tokio. They were “ wanted " for a burg- 
committed on 21st December last, when 
they entered a house at Ilohdoine, Yedo, and 
despoiled the proprietor, Tiojiya, to the extent 
of 3,830 yen. 

Saioo Kitcmivohkb and Shimadza Sabaro 
returned to Yedo yesterday. 

Another of thoao large craba, of which two 
hare reached Yokohama during the past 
seven years, was caught on the 1st of last 
month on the Midzusawa ooast. We give a 
description of it from a native paper, in the 
Japanese translator’s own words:— 

“ On the first of the last month, a strange 
large crab was taken up from the shore of 
Midzasawa-ken, at Rikuzen slate Its Bhape 
resembled very well to a spider and its back 
to a boll-frog, and its colour was very red, as 
if it had bran boiled. Its teeth were like 
those of a horse, and the thumb was not at 
least much shorter than five feet, and the 
little finger was nearly three and half feet in 
its length. As it is very strange crab it was 
dried, and from the first day of this month it 
was exposed to the public spectators at Midza- 
sawa-ken.” 

Rascality seems to assume pretty nearly the 
same phases all over the world, as the follow¬ 
ing incident, narrated by a native paper, 
plainly shows. The mode of procedure will not 
be unfamiliar to attentive students of English 
police literature: 

Recently wo have made great progress in 
Japan, but there are two ways of attaining it— 
one cunning, another wise. A few days ago, 
a person went to a grain «tore at Moto Tori- 
koyc, Tokio, and deaired the proprietor to send 
one yen worth of rice to his house, which he 
said wns a little distance away. He stated 
that, as the money he had was in 6 yen pieces, | 



he would be glad if they would send the 
change, four yen, with the rice, so as to save 
time. 

The rice and the change were accordingly 
despatched by a boy. On his way towards the 
house of the customer he fell in with bim, and 
was told that the five yen had been paid to his 
master a few moments before, and that there¬ 
fore he could haod over the four dollars change, 
as it was wanted to buy something else, per¬ 
haps another yen worth of rice. The un¬ 
suspecting youth at ouce delivered it up, and 
continued on his errand, but curiously, the 
house of the customer could not bo found, and 
he was compelled to return to the shop of his 
master, who, on learning the circumstances, 
“ understood his action, to his great surprise." 

Hf.rb is another specimen of native cunning 
which reads remarkably like what one is ac¬ 
customed to see in the English police reports. 

A few flays ago, a man went to the residence 
of a government official in Tokio, saying that* 
as it was so cold in the office, he had boon sent 
fur the master s overcoat. 44 His lady intended 
to give it immediately, but when she observed 
that person ”—we quote the translation verba¬ 
tim — 14 ho was an irreligious person, so (hat 
•he stopped to give it, by telling that it should 
be scut down by her servant. When her hus¬ 
band returned from the office they understood 
it was only a robber’s pretention." 

Tn* Ri-igata Kalrujitsu Shimbun (Etertf- 
other-day Newt) says, 44 Wo have a long-lived 
family, who are valuable to publish. A farmer, 
T&rozayemuu, of Sin Iidamura, is aged 93 years, 
and his wife is 89 ; thoir son is 72 and hi? wife 
68 : their grandson is 49 and his wife 47 $ and 
their great grandson is 30 years old and his 
wife 26. It is indeed as strong and healthy a 
family as con well be seen.” Nothing is said 
about any remoter generations, but, as things 
go in Japan, it is not unlikely that there is 
yet one or two more looming in the future of 
the aucicnt couple, 44 before they shall go hence 
and be no more seen.” 

The British Steam-ship Canton, which left 
here on the morning of the 2nd inst. with 900 
troops for the seat of the insurrection, disem¬ 
barked them all at Hiogo on the 5th inst., in 
consequence of their services not being re¬ 
quired at the scene of disturbance. 

They were an animated body ot men, full of 
fuo and jokes, and there was more than one re¬ 
mark made on board, that it was a pity to see 
such a good-natured lot go to the field of 
strife, whence few only might return. When 
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orders came to disembark, tbe war being ovcr, 
one could plainly ace satisfaction depicted in 
every countenance. 

Th* firrKAMFH Olenartney , which arrived 
here from London, via Hongkong and Shang¬ 
hai, yesterday, made the pomage from the 
latter port to Yokohama io exactly four days. 
We clip the following intereating description 
of her from the Shanghai Evening Courier: — 

“The new steamer Qtenartoey arrived to¬ 
day (24th ulto.) after a voyage of 48 steaming 
days from England ; via, 44 to Hongkong, 
and 4 thence to Shanghai, which, especially at 
this season of the year, most be regarded m 
indicative both of speed and of thoroughly 
seaworthy qualities. Indeed, so rapid was 
her ran to Hongkong that she anticipated her 
manifesta, which were forwarded by mail, and, 
to avoid a similar occnrrence in Shanghai, she 
brought them on with her. She wo* com¬ 
pleted only in December 1878, having been 
trailt and engined at Oovan on the Clyde, at 
the works of the Glasgow and London 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Company, for 
Messrs. Macgrcgor, Gow & Co, of London, 
the owners of ihe Glen Ic. Her dimensions 
are : Length over all 380 feet, between perpen¬ 
diculars 335 ; biendth 55} ; depth 24 ; cape- 
city, gross 2,160, net 1,370 tons. H. P. 
nominal 320 : speed 11 knots. Being destined 
for the regular Suez Canal trade belween 
China and Japan and JLondon, her accom¬ 
modation for Saloon passengers is limited to 
12 ; bnt for these her accommodations aw 
most handsome and complete. She ia com¬ 
manded by Capt. Keay, whom many of onr 
readers will remember as the commander, in 
old times, of the Ellen Rodger* and the Ariel, 
and, latterly, of the steamers Oheron and 
Glengyler 

LOSS OF THE M M. STEAMER . 

"jrar 

News or a most terrible calamity has just 
reached Yokohama. The M. M. Steamer A«/, 
commanded by Capt. Samat, was due at this 
port on Sunday last, from Hongkong, with the 
mails and a number of passengers. Sbe luid 
not turned up this morning, and although 
there was a natural anxiety as to the 
cause of her detention no thought of tho ter¬ 
rible fate which has befallen her crossed the 
minds of thoao interested in her arrival. Tin* 
information to hand is meagre, and the grim 
facts of tho calamity are these :—On the night 
of the 20th or 21st the Eil was totally wrecked 
at Iri-ma-mura, iu tho Province of lilxti, and 
about 10 miles from the capo of that name. 


where there is a lighthouse. Out of a crew and 
passenger roll of 140 souls only 4 escap'd death. 

The weather is said to have been thick, which 
may perhaps account for the Anal catastrophe, 
although not for the position of the vessel so 
dose to a dangerous coast; unless indeed she 
had experienced the severe gales which prevail¬ 
ed here about that time. 

The Roumynt leaves to-morrow morning for 
tbe scene of tho calamity. 

The news arriveo by special messenger to 
the Governor of Kanagawa, and, notwithstand¬ 
ing the facilities afforded by telegraphic com¬ 
munication, it took four or fire days to travel 
the 170 miles. 

The crew are set down at CO persons. Wo 
fancy, therefore, and truly hope, that the ba¬ 
lance to he accounted for out of the 147 on 
hoard, a total of over 80 passengers, must ho 
considerably over-stated, as the boats of the 
company do not usually carry so many. 

Since writing the above we learn that 
a large proportion of the passengers were sea¬ 
men drafted to the Bourngm. 

To* kollo wiso are the passengers for Yoko¬ 
hama by the Co.’s steamer Sindh : 

Mmc. Avril. Messrs. Batemann, Laurence, 
Limoni, Muraoux, Joaida, Loisebcrg, aud 
Pallier. 

As tet little has transpired calculated to 
throw any further light on the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding the terrible catastrophe which we last 
night chronicled, in connection with the loss 
of tho ill-fated Nil. The cause, of course, is 
still veiled in obscurity, and whether it will 
ever be brought to light is perhaps more than 
doubtful. The French gun-boat Bowmyne left 
port this morning for the scene of the wreck, 
conveying Mr. J.Chapsal.the acting agent of the 
Messagcrica Maritime Cie., tho French Consul, 
and other European and Japanese officials. 

Mr. G. C. Pearson, of the firm of Pearson aud 
Laurence, this morning (March 26th) started 
overland for tho scene of the disaster, io the 
hope of gaining some tidings respecting his 
partner, Mr. Laurence, who was a passenger 
by the wrecked vessel. 

It seems, from the intelligence brought by 
the native messenger, that of four of the crew 
who attempted to swim ashore from tho 
wreck only one managed to gain tho shore. 
Throe other persons succeeded in reaching tbe 
land—one of them said to be a merchant—and 
were kindly tended by the native#. The rudder 
and stirring gear, it a|i|»cara, were all swept 
away by the heavy seas, and the boats were 
rendered useless from the same cause, which 
will account for the terrible loss of life which 
occurred. 
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The information to hand speaks of the boiler 
haring bunted, bat it is idle to conjecture 
whethrr this occurred before or after the vessel 
struck, as nothing more than a mere guest can 
be hasariod until the Bourayne returns with 
details. She left this morning at daylight, and 
would probably reach the site of the catastrophe 
this afternoon, so that we may reasonably ex¬ 
pect—unless she is detained at Idiu for the 
purpose of earing property—that we shall be 
placed in poeeeaaion of full particulars in time 
for publication to-morrow evening. 

Several bodies hare been washed ashore, and 
a lot of wreckage and salrage. 


TanouoH ma courtesy of Mr. Henry John¬ 
son, Pilot* who has just returned from the 
wreck of the Nil in his cutter White Cloud , 
we are enabled to give the following details 
of the loss of the ill-fated vessel. 

On the 24th (Thursday), whilst at Cape Idiu, 
Mr. Johnson heard of the catastrophe, and 
immediately proceeded to tho spot in the hopo 
of being able to render some assistance. He 
found the wreck lying in deep water, about 
a cable’s length from tho shore, 44 miles 
from Iro-o-saki, where there is a lighthouse. 
Her topsail yards were above water. Four 
or 5 miles out from that light (which is only 
intended for junks) there is another on Rock 
Island, for which Yokohama-bound vessels 
always make, passing outside of it. It is 
supposed that on account of tho weather, 
which was extremely thick, with drizzling 
rain, the vessel had got too far into the 
land, inside the Oulf of Tsuraga, in such a 
position that the smaller light on Iro-o-saki 
was completely shut out from view. The ma¬ 
chinery, it appears, broke down during the 
night, but was repaired, and the vessel 
again went ahead. During that momentous 
interval, no doubt influenced by tho tremon- 
dous set of tho currents thereabout, she must 
have swept inshore. She was making for tho 
light on Rock Island we are informed, but 
nothing precise seemed to be known of her posi¬ 
tion till she struck. This was at about half 
past twelve on the night of 20th,' *2 1st ft 
was half ao hour after she struck before she 
went down, with the boats hanging to her 
davits, as the Captain, we are told, would give 
no orders for them to be lowered ; otherwise— 
it is the opinion of one of the survivors— 
nearly if not every soul on board might 
have been saved. There is said to have 
been a total of 71 Europeans on board, 
and about 40 Chinamen. All of the latter 
were drowned, and, of the former, four only 
escaped, as was first reported. These were saved 
in the following manner; Two of the crew 


thinking it dangerous to remain any longer by 
the wreck lowered a boat at their own risk, and, 
after much buffeting with the waves, managed 
to get safely ashore. Another of the hands 
gained the land on a piece of tho wreck, and 
Mr. Muraour, formerly oook at the Yoko¬ 
hama Club, entrusted himself to the deep 
in a life preserver, and, after lying in the water 
for two hours, wsa picked up by the boat con¬ 
taining the two men. Query ? Might there not 
have bean a chance for all had they taken to 
the boats,—seeing that the throe men managed 
to reach the shore by their unaided exertions ? 
Four bodies were wsshod ashore, 2 Europeans and 
two Chinamen. The survivors are being kindly 
treated by the Japanese. Mr. Johnson offered 
to bring them up, but the authorities pre¬ 
ferred to wait the arrival of the relief party. 
Aa we have said, only one passenger was saved, 
M. Muraour. Of the crew who managed to 
reach the land two were seamen, and the other 
wss the ship’s baker. 

Our informant left Mills, the village where 
the survivors are now living, on Wednesday 
evening, 25th. Yesterday morning, at 8 o’clock, 
he met the Bourayne coming out of Simoda 
Harbour, on her way to the teen* of tho wreck. 
She left here on Thursday morning about 7 
o’clock; delay enough, surely, seeing that the 
news of the disaster reached Yokohama on Wed¬ 
nesday, shortly after noon. Can this further 
delay bo explained ? 

Tub French gunboat Bourayne, Captain 
Bose, which left here for the scene or the 
wreck of the Nil on Thursday morning last, 
returned to port yesterday (March 29th). The 
ioformation she brings, however, adds scarcely 
anything to what we were enabled to present 
on Saturday night, which came up direct from 
tho site of the disaster. 

The official report of the Bourayno is as 
follows; 14 Tho Menageries Maritimos Co.’s 
steamship Nil was wrecked in Yoshida Bay, in 
about 40 metres depth of water (about 22 
fathoms ) The top of her main and fore mists 
are still visible. The light on Rock Island 
was iiot sighted at tho time she struck, which 
was at about 10.30 r.n. on the night of the 
20th inst., Friday. 

As soon as she touched the engines were 
reversed, but only one would answer, the 
piston of tho other being broken. A few minutes 
later she struck another rock, and immediately 
afterward wont down.” 

The Bourayne brings the only four persons 
saved : VI. Muraour, a passenger, two seamen 
(one a Greek, tho other a Corsican), and the 
ships baker, a Frenchman. 
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There seems still to be great doubt as to the 
actual number of persons lost in the vessel. It 
is now Mid that there were, all told, onlj 93 ; 
namely, 7 European passengers, the mail agent, 
and 85 persons composing the crew, of whom 
60 were Europeans and tho remaining 25 
Chioose. 

As regards the number of passengers, we 
fear the figures are under-stated, ns, it will be 
remembered, in our first report of tho cata¬ 
strophe we chronicled the names of eight per¬ 
sons who had reached Hongkong in the Co/s 
Steamer Sindh bound to Yokohama, who 
were supposed to have taken passage in the 
Nil; one of whom was a lady, Mme. Avril. 
Of these, one, M. Murmour, has been saved, 
and another, Mr. Luccioni, is known to have 
been drowned. It is reasonable to supposo 
that s much larger number than is anticipated 
—of passengers at least—have gone down !n 
the unfortunate Teasel, as the steamers of the 
Company usually bring a great many more. 
On the other hand, it is consolatory to know 
that the number originally stated, 146 souls, 
is considerably over the mark. This discre¬ 
pancy is, however, explain*! by the fact that 
a draft of blue-jackets for the Bourayne, sup¬ 
posed to have taken passage in the Nil, 
from some unexplained cause—providentially 
as it turns out—were left behind. It seems a 
moet remarkable thing, however, that the Com¬ 
pany should not havo received intelligence, by 
wire from Hongkong, (the vessel's last point of 
departure) of the names of the passengers book¬ 
ed by her. No information on the sub¬ 
ject is vouchsafed by the Company, and the 
presumption is that they are iu much unin¬ 
formed in that respect a* tho public, who havo 
a right to the fullest details. 

On the 21st* the body of M. Luccioni, a 
passenger, was washed ashore, and some days 
after, the bodies of two Chinese and another 
European were recovered. A piece of ground 
in the village of Iro-tna has boon set apart by 
tho Japanese authorities, for the decent inter¬ 
ment of the bodies cast ashore. Those already 
recovered have been committed to their last 
resting place. 

The further information to hand is, in sub¬ 
stance, what we published in our last issue. 
It will be seen, indeed, that the newa tho 
Bourayjte brings is substantially what has al¬ 
ready been published. We hope, however, to 
be in possession of further details to-morrow. 

The Company’s steamer Volga is due here on 
Sunday next, 5th, and may possible put us in 
possession of more satisfactory information as to 
the names of the passengers Who left Hongkong 
in the unfortunate vessel. 


Ax official enquiry into the loss of the 
French Mail Steamer Nil was recently held at 
the French 0onsulate, but as it was conductod 
privately we are unable to give details. 

The steamer now lies in 20 fathoms of 
water. On the night of the unfortunate oc¬ 
currence, 20th ulto., she first struck the rocks, 
slightly, at 11.20 f.m. Tho engines were 
immediately ordered to go full speed astern, 
but at that critical moment the machinery 
broke down, and such was the force of the sea 
that the Teeeel was again hurled upon the 
rocks. 

The Captain, erroneously thinking ho was 
in shoal wa’tcr, let go [the anchors, when the 
steamer, which had been filling fast* went down 
bow first in deep water. Captain Samat was 
on deck from 8 30 p x. until the time she 
sank. M. de Tiel was the officer of the watch 
at the time of the accident. We are given to 
understand that there is no chance of the Mails 
or any portion of the cargo being recovered. 

It is customary, under similar unhappy cir¬ 
cumstances in England, to hold an official en¬ 
quiry, and to publish the particulars, that tbs 
public may be fully informed as to the cause 
and consequences of the disister. 44 We manage 
such things bettor (1) in France , 1 * however. 
But, nevortheless, looking to the fact that a 
considerable number of persons other than 
Fronch make use of the M. M. Co ’a vessels, 
we fancy the commencing ought to be placed in 
possession of tho whole circumstances of the re¬ 
cent disaster; and we venture to opine that it 
would be to the interest of the Messageries 
Mantime Co. that tho fullest enquiry should 
be courted. 


Thx xuvbxx of words dispatched on the tele¬ 
graphic wires from the 28 stations in Japan, 
during the year 1873 was 186,449, of which 
167,133 wore Japanese and 19,316 European. 
The sum received for them was 48,539 yen 
76 sen, and 1238 dollars. The expenditure of 
the department, like that of the Railway 
and other departments, is uot given. 


Special orders have been issued to the Shiga 
Ken that foreigners who visit Kioto during the 
time the exhibition is open be permitted to 
visit Lake Biwa. 


Ox thx completion of the spacious and hand¬ 
some barracks for the soldiers in the large city 
of Nagoya of Owari a grand cclobraHon is to 
be held at one of the temples in the city. The 
announcement is of interest mainly in showing 
bow buildings erected according to foreign 
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principles* and fashions of architecture are be¬ 
coming numerous in the interior, a* well a* in 
the Urge citiee open to foreiguen. 

Ronrrant® uis book-criticism and review- 
ing appear* to be in prooeee of development in 
the native newspapers A few week* ago, 
an elementary grammar of the Japanese'lan¬ 
guage by two native Japaneee scholar* wu 
published. Borne purist or critic ha* been 
reading it, # and find* several things in it with 
which he does not agree, and he write# to that 
effect to the editor of the Nichi Nichi Shimbun. 
He is not very specific however, and one caa- 
not tell from hi* mi**ive whether his critique 
i* merely a squib intended to allow the fizzing 
of a little personal spite or a burst of captious 
hyper criticism; or whether it is a sincere effort 
to prevent grammatical hereeios from being 
promulgated among the natives, who are none 
too careful in speaking their own language 
grammatically. It is a good sign, however, 
even to eee this beginning of literary criticism 
in a Japanese newspaper. Any one who cares 
enough about the subject to examine the issues 
of the Japanese press will see the necessity of 
something like a Saturday Jietriaw or 
among the Japanese book-makers. The native 
press is very prolific, and translations and 
works constructed on foreign models now issuo 
from the press (or rather the block) with a 
rapidity that is wonderful. Too many of 
the book*, however, are very inferior produc¬ 
tion*, aod some of them are the work of more 
schoolboys, who have picked ap a few fact* 
from foreign book* or teachers and have 
rushed into print with little or no fitness for 
their work. Tbe phrase-books, writing-books, 
reading and spelling-books, “ First Steps in 
English,” etc., seem apparently to have been the 
production of literary jm-nki-sha men, or of 
studious shop-boys anxious to lot their light 
shine. If the critics can choke this wretched 
brood a great deal of good paper, ink, and wood 
will be saved for better uses. 


It is found by the foreign ladies who have 
charge of both private and governorent school* 
a matter of difficulty to keep their pupil* 
for a satisfactory length of lime. The 
pupil* seem to be perfectly willing to stay 
and complete a tolerably fair term of 
study, but, unfortunately for their teachers, 
they become so ineffably attractive to young 
government official* and other eligible youth 
that nothing but betrothal negotiations, mar¬ 
riage, and, let u* hope, happy wedlock long 
continued, are the result*. We noticed in the 
Nichi-nichi Shimbun, a few week* ago, an an¬ 
nouncement of the marriage of a young Japa¬ 


nese gentleman and lady, both student* of tbe 
English language, whose united ages were 34 
or 35. The notice of the marriage was very 
siifcilar to that of a foreign couple. It was 
also stated that •• they were married in foreign 
style,” u. they simply joined hand*. It is 
not a privilege given to foreigners to be 
present at Japanese weddings, bat it is well 
known, by those who watch the changes 
of the times, that Japaneee nuptial cere¬ 
monies are no longer the elaborate, costly, and 
troublesome affairs they were in old times, 
but are becoming very plain and business¬ 
like, greatly to the relief of anxious papa# 
who had to furnish the wherewithal to pay 
for tbe daughter's Irens MR and the uncounted 
ot-ceteras which require hard cash. The brides 
like the new style, because it is novel; nor do 
the grooms object to it* because it is “ civilized." 
A Japancso lady's wedding outfit thoeo days 
usually iucludee at least one full suit of foreign 
clothes. Among the native converts the 
marriage ceremony as solemnized in christain 
churches is fully performed. The •* middleman" 
is still indispensable, and the parents make 
the choice and arrange the details as of old ; 
the idea of free love~to be understood in the 
beat sense of the term —not having yet enteied 
this country, while the word “ rights ” cannot 
as yet be found in a Japanese woman's vocab¬ 
ulary. 


Tnsrmrui of E Eo Is, near Riogoku Bsshi, 
Tokio is now tho scene of much activity and 
bustle. This temple aeoms to be a boon resort 
for all itinerary idols and metallic divinities of 
ail aorta; aod, at presont, a celebrated deity (or 
demon, since it is difficult to distinguish which) 
is ou exhibition, to tbe delight of crowds who 
flock thither. There Booms to be an ancient 
arrangement between the bonzes and the 
wrestlers, for whenever a matsuri is Held at 
the temple a wrestling-match is held hi the 
arena next to the sacrod (1 ) edifice, an ela¬ 
borate structure of straw mats being erected 
for the occasion. The divinity now on exhibi¬ 
tion is shown once in ten years, the other nine 
being spent in a godown or some other secluded 
place, whither cash-flinging worshippers come 
not The side-shows at preaeut consist, (be¬ 
sides the wrestling-matches,) of races, exhibition 
of living curiositio*. acrobatic performances, 
and snch like accompaniments. Many thousand 
person* have attended during the past week. 


Printed and published far tie proprietor* by 
JAIflttS K* ANOLIN. at tie 4 % Japa* Oaxctts* 
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BOOK IV. 

Tftl HELP-DISPATCH QP HaNO'wAN. 


1 4 N accordance with the sentence of 
seclusion pronounced against Tonya 
Hang*wan that nobleman was strict- 
ly confined in the Castle of Ogiga- 
f yatsu, and all egress rigidly pro¬ 
hibited. While things were thus, tbo 
ladies of the household in the inner apartments 
passed the time in all manner of elegant 
diversions. One day, shortly after the event 
mentioned in the 3rd Book, young Rikiya 
was in attendance upon the Lady Kawoyo ! 
and in the hope of cheering his lord had 
brought to the Castle a basketful of rare 
eight and nine-fold wild-cherry blossoms, 
gathered upon the hills around Kama¬ 


kura ; himself more pleasing for the eyes to 
dwell upon than the flowers themselves. 

Under the shadow of the willow trees that 
grew by the verandah near the inner apart¬ 
ment, Ilara Goyemon, the chief of the re¬ 
tainers came walking along the raised floor 
followed by Ono Kudaiu. 

Gotkmon, (addressing Rikiya as he ap¬ 
proached the apartment where the Lady 
Kawoyo was sitting) 44 Ho there, young sir, 
you are early in your attendance.” 

Rikiya:— u It is my duty, as you know, sir, 
to be at h\nd, day and night, until my father 
returns from the province.” 

Gotkmon :— 14 It is so, pray pardon me.” 
And prostrating himself, Goyemon thus ad¬ 
dressed the Lady Kawoyo t — 

44 We venture to inquire after oar lord’s 
health.” 

Kawoto :—” I thank you heartily, gentle¬ 
men. Of late my lord has looked far from 
well, and I am in sad trouble lest some ill doss 
should declare itself. Night and morning 
he keeps his eye fixed upon yonder mound. 
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now brilliant with flowers s and seems to take 
no maoh pleas are in the contemplation of 
their bright hues that I hare canned rare 
cherry blossoms to be sought out, and bare 
had them arranged as yon see in the hope 
of affording him some distraction/' 

GoTKMOir:— “ Ah ! lady, I understand yonr 
thought As the flowers open out so will 
the gates be thrown open : and tho order of 
conflnement will be rescinded by His Highness. 
It is a happy device. Would that your servant 
Qoyemon too, were a less clumsy fellow, and 
oonld hit upon some mode of alleviating our 
lord's distress. However, lady, I would ask 
your attention for a moment. I have some¬ 
thing of importanoe to communicate to you. 
People say that imperial commissioners are 
to come here to-day ; and I do not doubt but 
that their orders are to set our lord at Liberty. 
What do you think, Kudaiu ?" (turning 
suddenly to his companion). 

KcDirc :—“Well, if you ask my opinion, 
Qoyemon, why—do you see those blossoms 
there ? They are pleasant enough to look 
upon just now; bat let a puff of wind 
coma, and their beauty is all blown away 
in a moment. So too with your words. 
They are pleasing enough to hear; but 
think you it is fitting that you, a samu¬ 
rai, should utter such honeyed phrases : as 
devoid of meaning, if stripped of their show, 
as ware New Yo u-’s compliments ? You know 
what I mean. You know the gravity of our 
lard's offence. Honoured by His Highness 
with a post at Court, in connection with the 
festivities at Tsurugs-oka, yet daring to lift 
his hand against the Prince Councillor! With¬ 
in the palace precincts too ! The least punish¬ 
ment for such a crime is transportation, or, 
moro probably, an order of self-dispatch. 
Nothing bat misfortune can be expected to 
result from opposition to the Lord Moro- 
nawo." 

OoriMOir“ Cease, cease; you talk of 
transportation and self-dispatch as if you 
rather desired oar lord should be so punish* 

• • i •» 

Ktrostu (hastily):—“Not so! iya! I de¬ 
sire nothing of the kind. But I am a man 


of plain speech and speak the plain truth. 
And let me tell you, Qoyemon, that all this 
trouble is caused by your own parsimony. 
If you had but plastered Moronawo's face 
with gold, things would never have oome to 
this pass/ 1 

Qo YIMOU, regarding his companion's faoe, 
the cringing expression of which matched 
well with the meanness of his heart, with 
withering contempt replied :— M No samurai, 
no one wearing the two swords of a gentle¬ 
man could condescend so to grovel before 
any one. Rikiya will bear me out in what 
I say.” 

Desirous of keeping matters smooth, Kawo- 
yo interfered :— 

“Pray let there be no quarrelling, gen¬ 
tlemen. It is I, in truth, who am the 
unfortunate cause of my has band's dis¬ 
tress ; and I only. Some few days ago, at 
the inauguration of the 8hrine at Tsuru- 
ga-oka, Morouawo, who is an unmannerly 
fellow, dared to speak to me, a wedded wife, 
of unlawful love. Pestered by his impor¬ 
tunity, but desirous that my husband should 
know nothing of the matter, I endeavoured 
to bring Moronawo to a sense of the shame- 
fulnesa of his oonduct and the inutility of 
his persecution, by a few lines from a well- 
known song which I sent to him Enraged 
by my refusal, he reeked bis vengeance up¬ 
on my husband by oovering him with in¬ 
sults. And my husband, who is of a hasty 
temper, at last lost oommand of himself, and 
so committed the offenoe for which he is 
now confined." 

The cause of their lord's anger was now 
plain to Qoyemon and Rikiya, and their faces 
betrayed their oonoero. At this juncture 
the sound of voioes was heard proceeding 
from tho parlour by the entranoe porch, and 
announcing the arrival of tho Imperial Com¬ 
missioners who were demanding to be at 
onoe conducted to the inner apartments. 
The Lady Kawoyo upon this rose from her 
•eat, and with Qoyemon and Rikiya advanced 
to meet the Commissioners, who presented 
themselves the next moment. The Com¬ 
missioners—there were two of them—were an 
esquire of Moronawa's named Ithido Urns 
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nojA, and a aamnrai called Yakushiji TirA- 
sayemon. As thej were on doty they did 
not return the salutation* offered them, but 
seated themselves at once at the upper end 
of the apartment. Hardly had they done so 
when a partition was moved hack, and Yenya 
Han#'wan entered the room with dignified 
compos (ire. 

Years:—Ha 1 Ishido dono, yon come 
officially P I am ashamed of being the cause 
of so much trouble to you. Ho, there ! offer 
eakl to the gentlemen. There can be no harm 
in a draught to chase away bad spirits ; and 
the purport of your visit can meanwhile be 
explained to me." 

Yaxubhiji :— 44 A good thought, a good 
thought: I will join you. But," he oontinued 
with a sneer, 44 if you knew what the purport 
of our visit is, I think the sak6 would stick 
iu your throat.*' 

Ishido :— 44 Wo are ordered to make an 
official communication to you, to which we 
demand your attention." 

So saying the commissioner drew a paper 
from his breast, and unfolded it, while 
Hang’wan, arranged himself on his mat 
and assumed an attitude of respectful at¬ 
tention. Ishido then road out the paper, 
which was to the following effect:— 
44 Lately Yenya Hang'wan Takasada, follow, 
ing the promptings of private malice, drew 
his weapon on the Prinoe Councillor the Lord 
Moronawo, and created a tumult within the 
precincts of the palace; on acconnt of which 
crime his estates are hereby ordered to be 
confiscated and himself decreed to commit 
•cl f-d is patch." 

As the Commissioner concluded, the Lady 
Kawoyo and the assembled retainers were 
filled with sudden terror, regarding each 
oilier with trembling amasement. Hang'- 
wan, ho wo ver, remained unmoved. Without 
changing a muscle of his countenance he 
exclaimed quite calmly, “ I understand per- 
fectly. But now, gentlemen, will you not 
take some refreshment, one draught of sak4 
after your labours P" 

Yakoshiji ' 11 How now. Hang'wan ? Si¬ 

lence 1 Your crime merits decapitation like 


a common criminal; but His Highness, in 
his clemency permits you to expiate it by 
bsI f-dispatch, for which you ought to be 
grateful, I think. Let the usual prepara¬ 
tions for eeif-dispatch he made without 
delay. But what means this P You are still 
wearing your usual long npper-drees trailing 
behind you. Are you drunk P or have you 
had a stroke. This conduct is an insult to 
the Commissioner Ishido and to myeeU." 

And tho monster chuckled gleefully ss he 
concluded his insolent speech. 

Yiitta:—“I am not drunk, neither have 
I had a stroke. As soon as I heard that an 
imperial communication was to be made to 
me, 1 knew what the end would he ; and so 
I have caused everything to be prepared be¬ 
forehand." 

Throwing off his upper dress, and cast¬ 
ing away from him both his swords as 
he spoke, Yenya revealed himself attired in 
short-sleeved white garments with a kam%~ 
thimo bare of devioa, and completely prepared 
for death. A thrill of horror ran through 
all who were present, and even Yakushiji 
was unable to utter a word, silenced by the 
angry expression of his oollesgue : who, ap¬ 
proaching the condemned man, exclaimed 
gently 44 1 can well understand your feelings, 
sir. My duty I must fulfil; but I pray you 
to ooosidor me as neither harsh nor im¬ 
patient." 

Yihta 44 1 am deeply grateful for your 
kindness. Ever since my attack oh Moro- 
nawo I knew this would be the result, and 
have therefore made ready beforehand. 
Through the intervention of Kakogawo 
Hooso, Moronawo, to my bitter disappoint¬ 
ment escaped me at the palace ; and an in¬ 
extinguishable rage filled me to the very 
marrow of my bones. Like Kusunoki Ma¬ 
sse hige of Minatogawa—who, in his agony, 
still possessed with an intense longing for 
venge&noe upon his enemy, swore that he 
would oomo to life again to have it—I, too, 
living or dead, will have my revenge upon 
Moronawo." 

A passionate emphasis marked the latter 
words; while, as they were being spoken^ 
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a crowd of retainers who were in the ad¬ 
joining apartment, began to knock con¬ 
fused lj against the partition, and clamoured 
for permission to look once more upon their 
lord's face while in life ; begging Oojemon to 
obtain that favour for them. Oojemon, ac¬ 
cordingly, asked the condemned nobleman to 
allow the retainers to enter. 

YiifTAr— 44 What is this? Yet their re¬ 
quest is proper enough ! But they must wait 
until Yuranoske returns.” 

Oojemon bowed assent, and addressing 
himseli to the applicants, exclaimed :— 44 You 
have beard our lord's will. Yon cannot enter 
yet; not one of you." 

They did not utter a word in reply, and 
oomplete silence reigned in the apartment in 
whioh they still remained assembled. Rikiya, 
meanwhile, at a sign from Yenya, had placed 
the sword with which the self-dispatch was 
to be accomplished, and which had been pre¬ 
viously got ready, before his lord; and, after 
composedly drawing back the shoulder-folds 
of the kamiikimo, assisted the unfortunate 
nobleman to arrange himself suitably. 

Ybkta (addressing the two Commissioners : 
— 44 And now, Sirs, I call upon you to be wit¬ 
nesses to my obedience." 

He drew a three cornered stand towards 
himself as he spoke, and taking up the 
•hort sword that lay upon it, lifted it re-* 
specifally to his forehead. 

Ybnta 44 Rikiya, Rikiya" 

RixtTAs—■“My lord" 

Ybnta :—•*' Yuranoske ? 

Rikiya 44 Is not yet returned, your lord¬ 
ship." 

Yenya 44 Alas ! and yet I wished so much 
to see him onco in life. My lot is indeed 
hard ; and now nought is left for me but to 

die." 

As he uttered the last words the unfor¬ 
tunate victim of Moronawo’s wickedness 
grasped the sword, point downwards, in his 
bow-hand, and with one movement ripped 
himself open. 

The Lady Kawoyo closed her eyes with 
horror and auguiah ; and with the tear* 
streaming down her cheeks, muttered to her¬ 
self a Buddhist prayer for the dying 


Suddenly a panel of the partition that 
separated the apartment where this scene 
was being enacted from the outer corridor 
was pushed violently back, and Ohoboahi 
Yuranoske burst into tho room, followed 
doaely by Sensaki Yazama and a crowd of 
retainers. As soon as he saw his lord's 
plight he prostrated himself reverentially. 

YBNTA.—' 4 Hah, Yuranoske !—you see I 
could not longer delay." 

Ycronobuks—“A t least I *m thankful 
that I am in time onoe more to look upon my 
lord's faoo in life. 

Ybnta. —“And I too am glad to aoo you 
Yuranoske, ere I die. You know all, doubt¬ 
less. Tis a pitiful story enough of unsatis¬ 
fied vengeance." 

Yuranobkb: — 44 Ay, my lord, I know all. 
But this is not the time to dwell upon the 
details of what has happened. My only 
prayer now is, that my lord’s death may bo 
such ss befits a brave samurai." 

Ybnta “ Do not fear for that !'* and seis¬ 
ing the sword with both hands, be widened 
the gash he had already inflicted upon him¬ 
self Gasping for breath ho continued, 
speaking with difficulty :— 44 Yuranoske—this 
■word—my dying gift to you—you will exact 
vengeance." And throwing away tho blood¬ 
stained weapon with a last effort, Yenya 
Hang’wan Takasada rolled over on his face 
—dead. 

The Lady Kawoyo and the retainers pre¬ 
sent started back in affright, closing their 
eyes horror-struck at the terrible sight; while 
their sobs and the grinding of their teeth 
showed the grief and rage that were in their 
hearts. 

Yuranoske meanwhile dragged himself 
close to the oorpse and grasping the fatal 
weapon lifted it reverently to his forehead. 
Fixing his eyes earnestly on the blood-stain¬ 
ed point, he clenched his fist convulsively; 
while in a flood of tears he gave vent to the 
sorrow and passion that consumed him. 

The misery of his lord's agony had pene¬ 
trated to tho inmost depths of his retainer's 
heart: and it was at this moment that thcro 
arose in Ynranoske's breast those sentiments 
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of ana werring devotednesa and loyalty to hia 

• 

family burying place at the Temple of Kdmy6. 

» 


dead chiefs memory, that hare made the 

I shall follow close after you, and charge my- 

i 


name of Ohoboshi famous for erer. 

self with the ordering of the funeral cere- 



Yakuahiji springing suddenly to his feet 

monies. Hori, Yasazna, Odera, Hasama and 



exclaimed:— 

the rest of the retainers will go with you ss 



44 Now, my masters, Hang Van is dead and 

escort.” 



done for. You can take yourselves off. Away 

A norimon was immediately brought for- 



with yon.” 

ward, and the body carefully lifted and 



Isaino.—“You are too hasty, Yaknahiji- 

placed within, amid the tears of a 1 ! present. 



Yenya Hang 1 wan was a lord of provinoe and 

The Lady Kawoyo, beside herself with grief. 



castie ; and proper arrangements must bo made 

struggled hard to keep back tears, as she 

\ 

j 


for the funeral ritee. Therefore ” (turning to 

mingled with the retainers, who, one by one, 



the crowd of retainers), “pray understand 

took up their places around the norimon, 

1 


that there is no intention of driving you 

and raising it on the shoulders of a number 



hurriedly away from the castle. I will myself 

among them, rapidly carried away their 

i 


draw up a brief report showing that I hare 

burden to the family burying place. Kudain 

1 


in the execution of my duty witnessed the 

was one of those who remained behind. Scat- 

1 


self-dispatch of your master. And now, Sir 

ing himself, and addressing himself to Yura- 

1 

1 


Yuranoske,” addressing himself to the karo. 

noske he exclaimed 

1 


44 1 fully understand your distress. If I can 

44 Well, Ohoboshi, the office of Karo has 

1 


render you any service pray do not forget 

been hereditary in your family ever since the 



to avail yourself of my assistance.’* 

days of your ancestor Hachiman Rokoro. 



As he concluded, the oommiseioncr cour- 

And I, too, hare been accorded a place at the 



teously saluted the retainers of Yenya, and 

right hand of him whom they are bearing off 



composedly took his departure. 

yonder. But now we arc all about to become 



Yaxushui :— 44 For my part I want this 

room ; and as we have to find food for our 



dead body removed at aoy rate. Meanwhile 

wives and children, why should we not lay 



I will snatch some repose within yonder. 

hands upon the treasure amassed by our lord. 



Ho ! Some of you, there, throw all this house¬ 

divide it amongst ourselves, and leave the 


1 1 

) 1 

hold rubbish out of doors. There is nothing 

castle without further delay ? For Yakushiji 



here but what was Hang’wan's property. And 

is sure to be offended if we stop hero much 



ss to you" turning ronnd with an angry 

longer." 

| 


look, “away with you and turn into ronin 

Skioaxi, emphatically s— 44 1 think quite 

t 

1 

as fast as yon please.” With these words he 

differently from Kudaiu. It seems to me 

1 

• 

1 

strode out of the apartment. As soon as ho 

that as long as our enemy, the lord Moro- 


had gone the Lady Kawoyo suddenly lifted up 

nawo, lives, vengeance is our care. Let us 


her voioe and exclaimed in a piteous tone:— 

wait here until be comes to dislodge us ; and 


“ Alas ! alas ! my frisnds, was ever condition 

die, if necessary, upon our own ground.” 


more distressful than yours ? Oh! that I had 

Sadakubo:— 44 1 say, No. The notion of 


said all that I wanted to say to my lord in 

dying upon our own ground is a silly one. 


his agony 1 But I did not know what I ought 

I am of the same opinion as my father. Let 


to do. I was afraid of exciting the contempt 

us ransack the place, divide what we find, 


of the Commissioners; and so 1 have forborne 

and then get away. This would bo really 


from speaking until now. I cannot tell you 

sensible conduct.” 


how miserable I am.” And falling upon the 

Yobahosx* quietly intervened :— 44 1 am 


corpse, her grief overwhelmed her, and she 

qnite of Yagoro’s opinion. Wo ought, ac- 

1 

burst into a flood of tears. 

cording to old custom, to slay ourselves for 


Yuiaivosxi now called to his son:— 44 Rikiya, 

the sako of our dead lord. But instead of 


you will accompany our mistress, and at onoe 

a cruel self-dispatch, would it not be better to 


convey the body of our dead master to the 

1 await the force which Asldkaga may send 

; ! 
i 

1 
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i 

i 


against ns, and die in misting it with oar 
atmoet determination ?” 

Kudxiu ' 14 Yah ! what say yon there ? I* 
thftt your Mge counsel P What, we miserable 
rfinin to puff ourselves up with the notion 
of drawing bow against Ashikaga! A silly 
proceeding enough that would be. One in 
which Kudoiu, at all erects will hare no 
part.” 

Saimktro “ You are right* father, you 
are right. What these gentlemen propose is 
to me unintelligible. However, what need 
to prolong this discussion ? It is waste of time 
to remain here. Let us away, father.” 

Kudaiu : 41 We will, we will. And you, 

gentlemen, remain here if you choose! It 
wont be for long ;” he added derisively. Ku¬ 
daiu and his sou then took their departure 
together. 

Siitzajci—P ah ! What a covetous wretch 
that Ono is! The pair were anxious to beat 
a retreat the moment they heard us talk of 
resistance. Cowards ! But we need not con- 
oern ourselves with them. Let us preps re 
ourselves to meet the attack/’ 

YuiLUfOftKJ:—Ah! not so fast, Yagoro. 
What have we against Ashikaga that we 
should draw bow against him? What I 
said just now was only to find out the real 
sentiment of the precious pair who have just 
left us. Let Yakushiji deliver up the castle. 
Bitter though it bo to leave this place let 
us make our way to Yamsehina near Miyako ; 
there I will unfold to you my designs, and 
we can then arrange upon some plan 
of carrying them out.” The last words were 
hardly out of his mouth, when Yakushiji sud¬ 
denly made his appearance. 

" Ho, there! your conference seems long 
enough. If the body has been removed, what 
do you linger here for P Leave the castle at 
once without further delay.” 

Hara Goyemon, annoyed at the sharp and 
insolent tone which Yakushiji adopted, 
replied angrily 

M Hah! your lordship cannot wait, it would 
seem ? Well, there on? our dead lord's arms, 
armour and horse goar. Take a good look at 
them and seise them all. Seise everything he 
had. Come, Sir Yuranoeke, let as withdraw.” 


Yuroooske signified his assent; and rising 
to their feet, their hearts heavy with the 
thought that they were quitting for ever the 
castle where for generations their ancestors, 
and where they themselves for so long a time, 
had night and day done their duty as samu¬ 
rai. the retainers of Yenya slowly and reluc¬ 
tantly, and with many a wistful look back, 
passed oat through the castle-gate. Hardly 
had they turned their faces from their old 
home when they foand themselves confronted 
by Bikiya, Yasama, Odera and Ron; who 
after escorting their lord's body to the temple 
of Komyfi, had hastened back to the castle. 

” Ah !**—excloimedthe latter, simultaneous¬ 
ly, impetuously arresting ss they spoke the 
further progress of Yaranoske and and his 
companions, u has the castle then been token 
possession of P We thought we were to 
moke our lost stand here against the force 
that Ashikaga might send to dislodge us.” 

Y urxwoskk :— 44 Not so, not so. We will not 
die here. Look, comrades;” displaying the 
short sword which Yenya Hang'wan had made 
him a dying gift of. 44 With this weapon our 
dead lord let oat his life-blood. With this 
weapon he gave escape to his indignant 
spirit. And with this weapon will I take the 
head of Moronawo, and thus fulfil the last 
ooaimond of our lord.” 

”So be it! so be it!” they all exclaimed 
in a load voice. 

Yakushiji from within the gate beard the 
gallant cry; and noisily putting up the bars, 
shouted oat derisively :— 

14 Your lord's crime against Moronawo has 
met with its proper r ward. Your master’s 
servants ore fortunate—moet fortunate. Ha! 
ha!” 

His satellites backed up the fellow's sneer 
by loud laughs, which so enraged some of 
the younger samurai of Yuranoeke's party, 
that they would have retraced their steps, if 
their leader had not prevented them by re¬ 
minding them of the necessity of sacrificing 
everything to the accomplishment of ven¬ 
geance upon Moronawo. Still they could 
not help often glancing back with angry 
looks upon the castle they were leaving in 
the possession of Yakushiji and his crew. 

Ekd or Booi IV. 
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THE HISTORY OP THE TOKUGAWA DYNASTY. 

TeAMSLATED AND c MNLED FROM TEE JAPANESE R8PICULLT FOR THE M FAR EAST.** 

(Conti* tied from Page 177.) 


INTEHPOLATOHY CHAPTER. 

DETAILS OMITTED IN PREVIOUS CHAPTERS. 

HEN Hideyoshi had conquered all the 
warlike and restless daimios, he was 
rewarded, as already told, with the highest 
official title a subject could hold, that of 
Knanhak u—the officer who formerly acted ** 
the Emperor's prime-minister. Tho power' 
of Hideyoahi was so great, his influence so 
supreme, that no man in Japan, not even the 
Mikado, disputed his word. He it was who 
designed to conquer other countries, as be 
had already subdued his own. He therefore 
caused tho title and rank of Kuanbaku to 
be transferred to his eldest son Hidetsugu; 
and called himself Taico. He then sent sn 
immense army to Corea, under many brave 
and illustrious leaders. Amongst others was 
Kato Kiyomasa, who is now worshipped as a 
god. His name was so renowned in China 
and Corea, that children trembled at it; and 
parents would soothe a crying child by telling 
him to fear nothing, as Kato was not there. 

But whilst this war was proceeding, there 
were two generals whose ambition led them 
to look for the highest place, on Taioo's 
decease. These were Iyeyss and Ishida. It 
is necessary to revert to these facts, in order 
to explain more fully than has been done in 
the preceding chapters, the rise of Iyeyas. 

The character of Ishida seems to be that of 
a crafty, unscrupulous man. He contrived 
to remove Hidetaugn ont of the way of his 
ambition, by an ingenious but contemptible 
plot. He caused it to be privately revealed 
to Taioo that his son, the Kuanbaku, had 
conspired to kill him; and the great man 
suffered himself to be deceived and cheated 
by the poisonous tongue of slander. With 
sternly patriotic feeling, and severe regard for 
justice, he ordered the decapitation of his 
own son. The executioner having fulfilled 


his fatal office, brought the head into the 
presence of Taico that he m ght see that his 
commands had been obeyed He covered his 
face with his long pendent sleeves, and would 
not look upon it; and this supposed treachery 
of his son, and the failure of his hopes in him 
always remained upon his mind, creating 
deep sorrow and dejection. The people were 
filled with admiration when they saw that 
Taico preferred justice and his country to his 
own son. But few realised bow much it had 
cost their hero. 

Hidetsugu was thirty-one years of age, 
when he was thus cut off. He was succeeded 
by his brother, Hideyori—then an infant. 

Under these eircnra*t*nce*, Taico returned 
from Nagoya, whither he had gone to direct 
the dispatch of troop9 to Corea, and to govern, 
as the guardian of his little son. He was 
soired with illness soon after his return; 
and when at the point of death, he committed 
Hideyori to the care of Iycyas\ requesting him 
to act iu his behalf until he reached the age 
of fifteen ; and then to resign his charge and 
place Hideyori in full possession of his 
rights. 

Taico died, leaving in his will the expres¬ 
sion of his wish that peace should Vie restor¬ 
ed between Japan and Corea; and this was 
arranged ; the port of Fusankai on the coast 
of Corea, being banded permanently over to 
Japan. 

Iysyaa and Ishida were now the most pow¬ 
erful men in the Empire ; but to Iyeyas had 
been specially delegated the duty of acting 
in behalf of the young Kuanbaku. He took 
up his residence in Yedo castle, and increas¬ 
ed daily in influence So great was his 
renown that many daimios paid their court 
to him in Ycdo, instead of to Hideyori at 
i Osaka. Ishida, burning with envy day and 
I night, contemplated the means of his deatruc- 
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tioo, and of getting the infant into his own 
power. Becoming more and more eager, he 
animated hi* designs to othera, who hoped 
to profit by bit success, and joined their 
foroee to his. 

Thus, onoe more, were two parties opposed 
to each other, to cause blood to pour like 
water to gratify the ambition of one man. 
Several daimios held aloof, intending to join 
whichever party should seenro the upper 
band ; bat both the armies were very strong. 
Now was to be fought the greatest and most 
famous battle in which Iyeyaa had ever been 
engaged. 

Ishida was the owner of the castle of 
O-gaki in Mino. He made it appear that he 
took up arms in behalf of Hidcyori. There 
was a very distinguished man among the 
friends of Ishida, named O-tani Oiyobu. He 
was quite blind; yet he boldly went forth 
to battle, and hesitated not to command his 
own troops. He was so famous for his 
military acquirements, that great confidence 
was reposed in him by the army. When 
Ishida proposed to him to join bis party, 
O-tani strongly urged him to forbear; and 
' said there was no reason why he should over¬ 
turn Ivey as ; fov Ishida did not let him per- 
oeivc his own personal ambition. O-tani 
siid that he would asked him five questions, 
which if he could give satisfactory answers 
to, he would join him. Among the questions 
was " Who is now greatest in power, income, 
office and in the favour of the people?’* 
Ishida would not reply; but satisfied him¬ 
self with persuading bis friend that bis cause 
was just and must succeed: and, in the end, 
O-tani, who was a man easily prevailed upon, 
expostulated, protested and—yielded. 

At first fortune seemed entirely to desert 
Iyeyaa, and be suffered one severe defeat; 
but at Sekigahara, he recovered his laurels, 
and totally defeated his enemy. Iebida was 
made prisoner, and beheaded as a traitor; 
and from this day, all the daimios who had 
held aloof from Iyeyaa, offered their al¬ 
legiance; and bis authority as guardian of 
Hidoyori was stronger than ever. When he 
went to Osaka castle, to see his young ward, 


most of the daimios who had received kind¬ 
ness from Taioo, were in his train ; though 
a few, who fancied be was inimical to the 
Kuanbaku, still ostentatiously declared them¬ 
selves the eervants of HideyorL 

It is most likely that the jealousy shewn 
by those who so warmly opposed him, under 
the plea of supporting Hideyori, drove Iyeyas 
to take the ooarse ho ultimately did; for it 
is easy for us to see that it must be the 
natural consequence of such opposition as 
he had to surmount; especially considering 
the age in which he lived, and the views 
and sentiments that actuated all the military 
class at that time. 

There are some who declare that he caused 
some of Hideyori’* most attached friends to 
be poisoned ; and Kato Kiyomaea and Asano 
are represented as among these victims. But 
this is very doubtful. 

Taioo had now been dead a year and a 
half. As Iyeyas executed his guardianship 
with great benevolenoe towards the people, 
they all spoke well of him, and hoped that 
he would continue in his duties w till the 
world should oome to an ond” He was ap¬ 
pointed Sei dai Shogun; the governing 
power wa a formally placed in his hands, and 
he was advanoed to the rank of U-daijin. 
Thus his popularity and his virtue, laid the 
foundation of that prosperity and peace which 
endured for two hundred and sixty years. 

There was now no daimio to oppose Iyeyas. 
Bat there were many who considered that the 
governing power should be with the Kuan¬ 
baku, and not with him. After holding the 
Shogonate -therefore for two yean, he re¬ 
signed it in favour of hie third eon, Hidetada, 
and went into retirement. He did this, be¬ 
cause he felt that being guardian of Hideyori, 
if he continued to exercise the government 
powers, he would, when the boy reached the 
age of 15, be obliged in honour to give them 
into his hands. The Mikado, with whom 
Iyeyas was a great favourite, willingly there¬ 
fore transferred the power to Hidetada. Had 
the power been removed from those strong 
hands which wieldod it so ably for the oountry, 
and fallen to Hideyori at that early age, it 
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could hardly h*ve failed to hare produced a 
iTcarrenoe of ail that strife for aggrandise¬ 
ment and rank, which had so long disgraced 
and afflicted the oountrj. The Kuanbaku 
was a far higher rank than that of Shogun* 
but from the days of Yoritomo, the govern¬ 
ment had been practically administered by 
the Sci-dai Shognns, and only theoretically 
by the Mikado's Ministers ; and those who 
reaiated the yielding of this right of the 
Shognns into tho hands of the Kuanbaku, 
had a strong show of right on their side. 
Iyeyae laid down both the rank and the right 
of the Shogun before the time came for the 
question of his resigning the latter to Hide- 
yon ; and he did this that he might not be 
accused of unfaithfulness to his charge; and 
at the same time that his family might not 
lose the power he had so ably won. 

Iyeyae now built a castle in Tsnruga* and 
there he resided, and issued all orders con¬ 
nected with his guardianship from that place. 
When Hidcyori had reached his fourteenth 
year, a demand was made that Iyeyas should 
formally hand over to him the governing 
power. Bnt Iyeyas, perceiving that it would 
inevitably lead to immediate revolt, and that 
Hidcyori would be obliged to have recourse 
to arms to maintain the authority, if it were 
yeildcd to him, delayed compliance. As 
symptoms of anger should themselves, Iyeyas 
saw that if the youth were kept within the 
strong citAdel of Osaka, he might not be able 
to control him; and on a slight pretext, 
ordered him to fill up the moat round tho 
castle, as a punishment for some fault. 9 The 
order was objected to by some of the vassals 
of Hideyori: but his mother, Yodo, executed 
it, fearing lest a more severe penalty should 
be inflicted. 

At length a high officer arrived from Hide¬ 
yori, demanding that Iyeyas should definitely 
and particularly give up to him the charge of 
the national affairs. Iyeyas replied that ho 
had nothing to hand to him, as he had long 


• It wo* usual to punish men of rank in Japan, by 
ordering them to aooomplish, at their own expense, 
wime e> pensive public work. This continued to be 
the rule, so long m the Sbogonste continued— 
until 1863. 


ceased to hold power; the Mikado having 
replaced him by his son Hidctada. 

By this answer the Hideyori party were 
greatly enraged. They saw that pretest after 
pretext for delay had taken place, in the per¬ 
formance of many of the agreements made 
with Iyeyas ; and they formed a resolution to 
seise the coveted power by force. 

How they proceeded to strengthen them¬ 
selves within the castle of Osaka, bow it was 
besieged, the total overthrow of all their 
hopes, and the final triumph of Iyeyas, have 
all been told in the preceding chapter. 9 


CHAPTER VI 

TB8 RElQN OP HlDETADA. 

YEYAS was succcoiied during his life by 
bis son Hidetada ; but really administer¬ 
ed tho government until his death. On this 
occurrence it was tho Shoguns's first inten¬ 
tion to send an overwhelming force against 
Shimadzu and Hideyori, and compel their 
immediate and unconditional submission. 


• It will be obeerrod that in this interpolator/ 
chapter, which 1 have deemed it advisable to intro¬ 
duce bert. 1 have had in view the performance of the 
promise givon in the twte on page 174. Had I en- 
)ujed more ezperietioe in the requirements of histori¬ 
cal readers, I woukl probably hare preferred to art 
myself to the task of collecting all the facts con¬ 
nected with the great house of Tokogawa, and en¬ 
deavouring to write a history of it myself, to merely 
translating a hook which I now find to afford but 
meagre information, but which, ns a Japanese, I bsd 
always thought highly of. If gives plenty of stoney 
of fighting which please* my countrymen, but omits 
matters of greater importance and interest to intel¬ 
lectual readers. As it is, I find the editor leaves out 
all my details of battles often compremlng many 
laboured pages of manuscript into a short paragraph. 
I am therefore induced to leave the strict translation 
of a single book, and aha!I endeavour to seek out as 
much reliable information connected with the family 
of Tokogawa, as possible. Tbe original book I com¬ 
menced upon, will detinue to form tbe base of my 
narrative, but I shall be obliged to ask indulgcnoe of 
my reader*, if they find occasional ragged new in my 
efforts to join the facts given In the story I am trans- 
lating, and those l obtain from other sources. I had 
no idea of undertaking tbe task of even incipient 
authi/rahip when I oommenoed this translation ; but 
I am cnoouniged by the editor to persevere ; and I 
hope that I shall not be deemed vain or presump¬ 
tuous ; for I welt know my unfitness for my task. 
I will only ask that my effort be not severely criti¬ 
cised ; considering, that 1 have no assistance whatever, 
except In the kindness of the editor, who obligingly 
corrects my mistakes in English composition. 

THE TRANSLATOR. 
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But better counsels prevailed. Okubo, 
who had been very serviceable to lyey&s in 
ell of his liter compaigns, end who was 
famous for hie wisdom, pleaded for the adop¬ 
tion of milder measures ; and offered himself 
to proceed to Sasshiu as a mediator, feeling 
assured that he could bring both Shimadso 
and Hideyori to a sense of their duty, by 
fair words. 

Okubo was a man of burning eloquence as 
of gallant deeds. Hidetada listened to his 
advice, and dispatched him as a special am¬ 
bassador with full powers to negotiate. On 
kia arrival at Kagoshima his friendly mission 
was recognised and tbs interviews he sought 
were granted. The result was that his mis¬ 
sion was entirely successful, and peace was 
restored, and the submission of the two 
princes obtained, without shedding one drop 
of blood. One of the agreements on which 
the peace was founded was, that when 
Shimadso visited Yedo, either the Shogun 
in person, or his chief officer, should go to 
Mount Hakone to meet him, and to receive 
him, as a state guest. This happy termina¬ 
tion of the struggles on behalf of the Toyo- 
tomi clan Occurred just two years after the 
death of Iyeyas; and the name of Olrabo* 
the peace-maker, was long venerated both in 
Yedo and Kinsiu. 

The Shogun Hidetada found himself the 
regnant generalissimo of a peaceful Empire. 
Centuries had elapaed since such tranquillity 
had boon known; and he set himself to 
work out the plans of his father, the founder 
of the dynasty. Still, although the daimios 
had been brought into a state of order and 
obedience to the law a* devised by the first 
Tokugawa Shogun, it had yet to be seen 
whether the peace would be lasting; and in 
the midst of the quiet and security now en¬ 
joyed, the possibility of future troubles was 
not lost sight of. Hidetada therefore devoted 
much attention to the strengthening the 
castle of Yedo, and improving the city; 
which was as yet little better than a collec¬ 
tion of small cottages. 

Chiyoda castle, which was the name the 
stronghold had hitherto been known by, had 


been built so far as it was finished wbeti it 
fell into the hands of Iyeyas, by a vassal 
of Yoritomo, named Ota Ddkowan. That 
portion which is now within the second moat, 
was the shore of Shinagawa bay, and was 
inhabited by^ few traders and fisherman. 

None of the moats or stone walls now 
existing, were then to be seen ; but the 
Shogun Hidetada, believing that safety de¬ 
pended upon the possession of strength, 
ordered that fortifications should be designed 
and formed, such as should give the central 
power a security against attack, and a base 
of operation, such as should render it all but 
irresistible, if wisely availed of. Under him 
care, and often under his personal superinten¬ 
dence the walls of hewn stone speedily arose, 
and the broad and deep moats were dug. The 
castle is divided into two distinct portions— 
one called the Hon-Maru, the other the 
Nishi-no-Maru. Hidetada built the former ; 
the latter being added gradually by bia 
successors. 

The Shogun did not confine his attention, 
however, exclusively to his own residence* 
He bad other important public edifices erect¬ 
ed, and greatly enlarged the city. Some of 
his works remain to this day; though many 
have been destroyed, some by accident and 
some by design, within the last few years. 
The two large temples in Shiba and Ooweno 
were both built by him—that at Ooweno 
continuing in all its beauty until 1968, when 
it was burnt after the battle between the 
Kuanguns ( Imperial troops ) and Shogitai 
(Tokugawa volunteers). Zozoji, at Sbiba, 
was destroyed by fire on the morning of New 
Year's day this year; and waa well known 
to almost every one who reads this and has 
visited Japan. These two temples were 
under the particular protection of the Toku¬ 
gawa dynasty. The temple of the goddess of 
mercy, Kuwanon, at Asakusa, which still 
exists, was alao built by him as a place where 
prayer should be offered for the prosperity of 
the family. 

Tbo reign of Hidetada was uneventful; yet 
it was devoted to consolidating the central 
power, and establishing good government 
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throughout the realm. He died at the age 
of ninety-five yean, and wm buried in Tedo 
at Stub*, where bis shrine is seen to this day. 

CHAPTER VII. 

A boot Militabt Amins or tat Aacixrr 

Jiruni. 

ri^HK ancient battle array of the Japanese, 
^ is said to have been formed upon the 
model of the Chinese. There were seven re¬ 
cognised methods, or systems of tactics, in¬ 
vented by as many brave and scientific gene- 
rals. As in those times the people were 
constantly fighting, and unhappily always 
engaged in civil strife, military affairs oc¬ 
cupied more attention than anything else. 
What with fighting in the field and practis* 
ing in the schools, Weapons were rarely ont 
of the hands of the warriors. 

The majority of the forces consisted of foot 
soldiers ; in fact the home soldiers were very 
few—so fow indeed, that they are not worthy 
of mention. 

The armour consisted of coats of mail; 
some carried spears, some bows and arrowB, 
but all carried swords and shields. A general 
wore a coat of mail, and on his head a heavy 
helmet. It is said that Knto Kiyomasa's* 
helmet was threo foct high. The general was 
usually mounted on home-back, and gave the 
command with a baton made of gold paper. 
He also carriod a small flag or pennon on 
which his mon or crest was embroidered. 
Some officers used to carry a kind of hood 
or bag staffed with ootion, to protect them 
from the arrows of the enemy. 

The instruments of martial music in use 
among the Japancso throughout the whole 
Empire, were the oonch shell, the gong and 
the big drum. 

The drum was suspended on the trunk of 
a tree, or in the absence of trees on a pole 
fixed in the earth in the proximity of the 
camp. And the beat of dram served several 
useful purposes. 

9 A rcl.tLon brave retainer of Hadejoshi, 

tumuiia for exploits in Corea 


It was considered a most disgraceful thing 
to show ones back upon, an enemy. “ Eland 
to hand and face to face,** was the soldiers 
golden rule. 

A battle commenced almost invariably with 
a shower of arrows from both sides; and then 
came the general me]£c. It often happened 
that the generals of the contending forces 
met on the field. In that case they were 
allowed to engage in single oombat, without 
any sid from their followers. Th s was a 
strict military law of Japan and was not 
infringed with impunity. They mutually 
called out their name« in a loud voice as they 
encountered; and whilst they fought, their 
soldiers looked on, encouraging them with 
exclamations, and stirring up thfcir blood by 
their expressions of excitement. Often it 
would happen that they would grapple each 
other and try to throw one another by sheer 
strength. When one succeeded in slaying 
his antagonist it was customary for the victor 
to slosh off the head, and holding it up, to 
shout out tho name again and claim the 
honour of the victory. The followers of the 
vanquished in these combats, were not allow¬ 
ed at that time to take vengeance on the 
conqueror; but if they desired, they must 
seek it on another occasion. 

After a bottle, those who distinguished 
themselves by slaying important personages, 
would verify their deeds by producing the 
heads before their prince; and rewards of 
various kinds were administered to those 
who thus deserved them. The principal 
kind of reward, was a helmet, sword or 
spear belonging to their lord. Any one who 
once saved his chieftain's life, especially in 
battle, was honored with the place of the 
highest rank in tho clan. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Laws, Maitnkbs and Customs. 

HE institutions of the Japanese govern¬ 
ment had been that of the feudal sys¬ 
tem, in which the daimios and their relations 
ruled their own tern tori ;•; made all official 
appointments; and regulated tho revenue and 
expenditure of their respective districts. 
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Thi * is no longer the case. Since 1868 the 

reverently treated than the others; and the 



form of government lb the opposite of the 

Shogun used to meet them at Goten-Yama on 



former one; the official* of every province 

their arrival in Yedo. They were privileged 



and district being appointed by the Mikado's 

to go to their own palaces direct before visit- 



government, and holding their appointments 

ing the Shogpn at the castle; all other dai- 



at the Imperial pleasure ; whilst the finances 

mioe being obliged on their arrival to proceed 



tho army and the navy are all under the 

to the castle direct, before going to their own 



control of the central government. 

homes. 



But the feudal system was for centuries the 

Besides these there were three families 



law of Japan. The Shogun had under him many 

who were called Gosanke. These were all 



powerful daimios, fends to nee, and gokeuin 

branches of the Tokugawa, grandsons of 



(the title of a lower class of vassals) each of 

Iyeyas. They were Bishiu, (Owari) Kishiu, 



these having under them other retainers. The 

and Mito—names given them, after the ooun- 



servant of one who was himself the servant 

try they governed. From one of the two 



of another was called Matamono, bnt all these 

former, should the Shogun leave no direct 



were of lower rank than the lowest gokeuin. 

heir, his successor was to be selected. Mito 



the latter holding under the Shogun, whilst 

was supposed to be excluded on account erf 



the others held only under those who ao- 

his having married a daughter of Takeda, an 



know lodged him their lord. Tho common 

enemy of Tokugawa. Mito, however, was 



vassals of the Shogun were called go-jiki-san, 

called the Yioo-Shogun. 



and oven they overrode the other people. 

The Tokugawa vassals who took part in 



So, when a fendatory or a gokenin visited 

the battle of Seki-gahara, assumed to them- 



the highest officers of tho Shogun's govern- 

solves extravagant privileges, and wore 



ment, the large gates were thrown open, and 

swords of extraordinary length, They went 



the gate-keepers bent respectfully their head 

by the name of Shiraisuka, from the white 



upon their knees. Bnt the Matamonos were 

hilts of their swords. Okubo, of whom men- 



not so treated. On the contrary, they were 

tion has been made, was their chief; and on 



obliged to enter by the small gate which 

account of his faithful and renowned ee/vioee. 



stood at the aide of the large one. 

be was appointed also the head of the ha ta¬ 



There was no remarkable law instituted by 

mo to. It was considered that the merchants 



Iyeyas, because he adopted the feudal system 

were so far beneath the samourai, or military 



much as he found it. That known to for¬ 

class, that they had no right in any way to 



eigners as the “ Legacy of Iyeyas n was not 

oppose them ; and they were often cut down. 



known to the people; and though I have 

and even beheaded for the slightest offence 

: 1 


heard of it, l never saw it until published in 

against these warriors. 



Yokohama. 

Among the samourai were plenty of gal¬ 



At the time Iyoyaa was at the height of his 

lant and chivalrous persons, liberal and al¬ 



power there were upwards of 260 daimios, 

ways ready to assist the oppressed. But 



8,000 hatamotoe and innumerable gokenin. 

there were also many rough hatamotoe and 



Tbo daimios were divided into classes: Koku- 

gokenin whose private acts of violence and 



shi, Gofndai and common daimios. 

injustice were frequent. This was especially 



The Gofndai were the heads of the clans, 

so among the Shiraisuka. Sometimes they 



connected with the Tokugawa family in 

would come suddenly upon a weak, defenceless 



Mikawa for generations before it became the 

merchant or tradesman, and demand anything 



regnant dynasty of Japan. The three largest 

they chose of him. At other times, their 



and most powerful of these were Kokushi. 

servants, called Sarnpin from their head. 



In all there were eighteen Kokushi daimios, 

would go to an eating or drinking house, and 



who were in a measure independent, but not 

after having ate and drunk their fill would 



absolutely so. They were, however, more 

depart without paying, singing loudly. Any 
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remonstrance an the pari of the landlord or 
hit servant* would be met by threats to tako 
his life, and oftentimes life would be taken 
without the threats. 

There was even in those times a gallant 
and noble oompany, not belonging to the 
samourai class, but their greatest enemies, 
called Otokodate. These took upon them¬ 
selves to redress the grievances of the mer* 
chants and farmers, upon the aamourai. 

Sometimes one of these men would go and 
challenge a military offender who had been 
guilty of cruelty or injustice, to fight or to 
endeavour to repair the injury done. 

These' brave companies were everywhere 
throughout Japan; and great quarrels fre¬ 
quently happened between them and the 
samourai. The people loved and applauded 
them, and cheered them on to deeds of daring 
in th<v cause of justice and benevolence. 
Thus, by degrees they increased in numbers 
and in strength. If any person suffered any 
injury or grievance from a samourai, and 
appealed to them, they oonaidered themselves 
bound to set the matter right If any de¬ 
serving person was in distress they were 
nnder obligation to peril their own Uvea for 
his relief. Besides these generous and cou¬ 
rageous acts, they were required always to 
keep their promises, and never to be guilty of 
any act of meanness or cowardice. In a 
word, they were required to devote them- 
selves to the cause of humanity, as far as lay 
in their power, and to redress the injustice 
and violence which belonged to the age in 
which they lived. One of the most dis¬ 
tinguished of these Otokodate was named 
Ban drain Chobei, named after bis dwelling 
place. He died a victim to the Shirateuka, 


and his biography is a favourite book with all 
young people in Japan. If I bad timo I could 
fill a book with stories of the Shirateuka and 
the Otokodate. 

In the days of Iyeyss, chivalry was at its 
height, and oontinuod during the reigns of 
his immediate succesaors. It was only to¬ 
wards the close of the roign 6f third of his 
dynasty, Iyemits* that they declined 

Iyeyas greatly encouraged the samourai. 
All officers of state were selected from them ; 
and officials of rank were treated with great 
respect by the people; indeed oftentimes with 
a kind of roverence almost approaching to 
devotion. When they passed, the people were 
obliged to sit on the ground and droop their 
head on their knees. 

The samourai never appeared out of doors 
unarmed. The chief weapons were two 
swords, one long and the other short. Th&y 
never omitted to carry these on their left 
side. In war they used long or short pointed 
lanoee of various descriptions, battle axes, 
bows and arrows ; all of which in time of 
peace were set in the porch, called Genka, 
at the entrance of their bouses. 

They wore defensive armour, including a 
shield of metal, a helmet of steel with a visor 
to cover the face, body armour made of plates 
of steel bound with silk cords, and a shirt of 
mail consisting of a multitude of iron links. 
All of these protective articles were usually 
kept in the small recess, the floor of which is 
usually raised a few inches above the floor of 
the room, and which was originally used for 
spreading a bed upon. Nothing could exceed 
the care taken by samourai in the selection 
of their armour, and in keeping it bright and 
polished. 

(To bt continued.) 
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THE LOSS OF THE " XIL." 

We are indebted to Mr. Pearson, who has 
just returned with Captain Walsh, H.M., from 
the scene of the wreck of the Eil, for the 
Mktiic additional particular!. 

Mr. Pearson and Captain Walsh arrived at 
the village of Irnma, near Cape Idea, on 
the afternoon ot the 3let March, after a 
journey of five days from Yokohama. Pour 
bodice, two European! aod two Chinameo, 
had already been washed aahore. Since then, 
up to the afternoon of the 4th inet., the 
bodice of eleven more Europeans and ono 
Chinaman have been recovered. In every in¬ 
stance, the remains were perfectly unrocogoie. 
able, although held together by the clothes. 
Not ose nude body hoe boon washed aahore. 

Only one of the bodice acems to indicate any 
probability of ita being that of a piaaenger. 
On it waa found n gold watch and chain, and 
a red-bordered pocket handkerchief, with the 
initiate D. L. embroidered ia the corner. The 
othera were evidently those of seamen ; and 
nothiog was found in their pockets, with the 
exception of a knife or a key. Many of them 
had on their water-proof clothing and south’ 
western. 

Over 200 coolies are detailed to watch the 
coast, io the neighbourhood of Cape Idzu. The 
bodice, immediately they are found, are convey¬ 
ed to Irumn, either by water or overland. Ooe 
waa brought io from a distance of 2& miles. 

At Irama, coffins are made at the temple, 
and the remains interred at a proper depth, 
in a portion of a cemetery set apart for their 
reception. Nothing ia done without a careful 
inspection. And here we would say a word 
in praise of Mr. Maids, the Japanese official 
from the Ashigara Ken, who is in charge at Iru¬ 
ma. He gives the whole his personal supervision, 
and everything found which might possibly lead 
to the identification of the former owner is 
carefully noted. Mr. Muidn secs personally W 
tho burial of each body; and at the head of 
the graTo has orected a wooden cross, on which 
ia written every particular connected with the 
remains. It would bo impoeaiblo to find a 
more activo or a more feeling officer. 

Great praise is also due to M. Bonncau, who 
waa eent down by the M. M. Co., and whose 
aeal in tho performance of his duty and cour¬ 
tesy are warmly acknowledged. 


No wreckage hat been washed aahore, with 
the exception of a portion of the veeeel's bridge. 

It appears it was fully twenty minutes after 
the ship struck the rocks befors sbo went down. 
The two seamen who escaped in the ship's 
boat, fearing the dangerous nature of the shore, 
wisely did not attempt to land till daylight, 
but kept the boat's bow to the sea all the 
night-without shipping a drop of water. They 
then beached her in a sheltered cove in the 
morning. The boat now lies high and dry, 
without a scratch. It ia quite a wonder that 
others did not avail themselves either of this 
on the other boats. The one in question had 
oars and all her gear in her, and would have 
held twenty-five people. 

The Japanese employed in the sad taak.of con¬ 
signing to their last resting place the remains 
of the drowned can hardly be too highly 
commended for their care, and the delicacy with 
which they carry out their disagreeable task. 

The steamer now lies in about 20 fathoms 
of water. Her main moat head ia about a yard 
above water, and her mizea-mast head is just 
a-w&sh at low water. 

The rock she struck is from a third to half 
of a mile from the shore; but, having afterwards 
gone astern, she now lies about 400 yards 
from the point first struck. 

Thb A a err of the Mcssageriee Maritime! Co. 
states that anothor name is to be added to ths 
list of passengers lost ia tho Ed ; that of a Mr. 
Bateman, who embarked at Marseilles. This 
gentleman's Dime appeared in the list we pub¬ 
lished in our first report of the casualty. 


Any information tending to throw light on 
the probable causes which led to tho lose of 
the Ed will no doubt be acceptable to oar 
readers; the more especially as all official in¬ 
formation on the sabject is refused by those 
from whom it might hsve been expected, 
and which in England and America would 
have been published at once, as s matter 
of course. 

Capt. Hussey, of the Mowlan, was in the 
imauHiiute vicinity of the scene of disaster on 
the very night, and at about the same hour that 
the unfortunate Ed met destruction. The 
report, which through his kindness we are 
enabled to givo below, is oxceodingly interest¬ 
ing, and to a largo extent enables one to 
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realise the overwhelming odds which the dovoteu 
•hip hod to fight against* in the almoet unex¬ 
ampled war of the elements. In justice to 
the memory of Capk Samat and his officers, 
and •• a solution of the doubt* which, in 
the absence of any positive intelligence on the 
•ubjert, must arise in the minds ot the*public, 
ss to whether all was done thst could be done 
to avert the calamity which ovortook tho Nil, 
the statement of Capt Hussey is of great 
value; 


Haro st or 8, 8. Futo Mam (late Jfourten)— 
Left Yokohama for Oaaca at 1 p.m. 20th March; 
weather hasy, wind light from 8. £. Baro¬ 
meter (mercurial) 30 00. At 8 f.m. passed 
Vries Island. Wind fttehonod from E. fi. E., 
with rain and hoavy sea; steered for Rock 
Island. At 10.30 p.m.. wind blowing hard from 
E.S.E. Shifted suddenly to N.W. and blew hard 
for Iwo hours* when it again ahifted round 8. 
to E., creating a fearful sea, in which the ship 
laboured very heavily. At 2 a.*., keeping 
additional look-out, knowing the Ireochcrous 
nature of the currenta thereabout. Made 
8imoda reef, bearing W. 8. W., distant ono 
mile. Hauled up to 8. and soon after made 
Hock Island light, bearing 8. W. by 8., dis¬ 
tant 2| miles. The light was burning bright¬ 
ly, but so thick and dark was the night that 
the light could not be seen at a greater dis¬ 
tance. Altogether it was ono of the worst 
nights 1 have ever experienced at sea, and 
certainly the worst I have ever had on this 
coaat. There was no change in the barometer. 

Judging from the distance run, and the posi¬ 
tion of my ship at the time I made the light, 
the current must have been aotting to the W. 
N. W. at least 4 knots per hour, and to this 
treacherous current I think may be attributed 
the loss of the Nil, and her pasaengors and 
crew. 

P. HUSSEY* 

Matter — Fus^Maru. 

To the Editor of the Japan Oazetu . 

Sin,—In view of the sad emotions into 
which the loss of the Nil has thrown the for¬ 
eign community of Yokohama, I have been for 
tome time desirous of giving to the public, 
through tho press, tome information as to 
the circumstance* which lod to the loss 
of this unfortunate steamer. Unfortunately, 
the small number of survivors from tho acci¬ 
dent, (two sailors, tho ships baker, and a 
cook—a passenger), and, above all, their in¬ 
competence to givo any exact account of the 
disaster, made me fear to givo particulars which 


might not bo correct, so that I saw reyaclf ob¬ 
liged to await the result of the painful and 
laborious search which has just terminated. 

Tho Nil left Hongkong on the 13th of 
March. Up to the 201 h tho paasngo was ac¬ 
complished as is usual at this time of year— 
that is to say, with rough and fine weather al¬ 
ternately. During tho day, on tho 20th, the 
weather became cloudy, the tea rough, and the 
wind blew with great violence from tho S.E. In 
oonacquenco of the state of tho atmosphere, ob¬ 
servations were not able to be taken at mid¬ 
day. At night, the fog had become very thick, 
it rained hearily, and the sea was extremely 
rough. 

About 10 in the evening. Copt. Sara at must 
have supposed from his dead reckoning that he 
was in sight of the lighthouse on Rock Island, 
but tho darkness of a rainy and foggy night 
prevented the rays of light being scon, and, not 
perceiving a light to guide him, he ordered speed 
to be slackened. They were then steering N.E., 
with staysails and the two jibe set, when, at 
about a quarter past eleven o'clock, a slight 
shock was felt The vessel, drawn oat of her 
course by the violent currents of which so little 
is known, and which surround these Islands, the 
Captain found himself entangled in tho midst 
of rocks from which it was impossible to ex¬ 
tricate himself. 

The group of rocks upon which tho AH 
was lost is known to the inhabitants of the 
coast as Mitaun Ichi*. It is composed of three 
principal one*, forming a triangle, of which the 
base is towards the sea; and in the limit 
of which all evolutions are impossible to a 
steamer of the diraenaions of the At7. The 
only means by which the unfortunate steamer 
could escape was in going astern, or in crossing 
the line of rocks. At the moment of the shock. 
Captain Samat, who was upon the bridge, im¬ 
mediately gave the order to go astern, and to 
take in soil, but scarcely had the engines mode 
ono revolution before one of the piston rods 
broke, so tbc order could not be executed. 
However, he was forced at any price whatsoever 
to extricate himself from his preseut perilous si¬ 
tuation. The steamer, deprived of all help 
from her engines, could no longer be steer¬ 
ed ; sbo had simply become the plaything 
of a furious aca, and struck with vio¬ 
lence against tho rocks, tho water rush¬ 
ing in at an opening made in the fore 
part of the hull. Tho Captain then probably 
rcsolvod to attempt the only hopo of enving 
his ship, that is to say. by crossing the line 
of breakers ahead of him, and upon which 
tho wind and the sea were driving him. Per¬ 
haps he observed at a short distance on the other 
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tide of the rocks a email bay, where he may 
hare hoped his vessel would hare mo aground, 
and thus save the lives of the psssoDger* 
and crew. The Captain ordered the jibs to be 
run up, the main topsail to be loosed—the main 
topgallant sail (?) was prepared. Assisted by 
the sails, and helped also a little by the ooly 
engine that was in working order, but 
which was too feeble of itself to work 
them astern, the Nil forged ahead; but all 
efforts were futile, for, in a moment, the vessel 
found herself upon a rock. It was then that 
the Captain, seeing the equal impossibility of 
following out his ideas, and doubtless hoping to 
await daylight, and thus save the ship and 
effect a lauding under less perilous conditions, 
gave the order to let go the two anchors 
and take in sail, but these last orders had 
not time to be wholly executed. 

The apertures in the ship's hull being so 
considerable, and the hold filling so rapidly, she 
began to plunge forward, when an enormous 
wave caused her to slide upon the rock 
where her stem still touched, and cross the 
rock ; when she immediately went down, bow 
first. 

At the last moment, the two sailors managed 
to launch a small boat, and thus effected their 
own rescue. 

In view of this almost unhoped for 
eecape, one immediately asks oneself why all 
the boats were not launched, and one is 
naturally led to think that by this means— 
if not all, at least a great number of the un¬ 
fortunate victims might have been saved. 

Is there not, however, room to believe that 
if only two sailors sere enabled to launch a 
boat and thus save their lives, it might not 
have been the same, in a general order, 
when it was a question of embarking nearly a 
buudred persons in the midst of a furious sea? 
It is beyond doubt that, in a similar case, (and 
similar accidents prove it), that there is conci¬ 
sion, the Captain and officers are little if at all 
listened to, and the violent haste, easily ex¬ 
plained under such circumstances, is often the 
cause of the death of a great number. 

The last orders of Capt. Samat seem to 
provo that he was under the impression that 
his steamer had run upon a bank ; thus the 
lives of those on board would be for a few 
hours at least, out of danger ; and this seems 
also to have been the opinion of most of the 
others, as the deposition of the baker Michel 
proves. 

The two sailors who managed to launch 
the boat invited Michel to join them, but he re¬ 
fused, thinking the means of escape too critical. 
He thought, so he declares, M that the ship 


“ was then aground, and that all danger for the 
“ present had disappeared." These are doubt¬ 
less the motives which prevented Capt. Samat 
from attempting this means of rescue, and it 
wns in doing his utmost to save everyone that 
the loss of all became fatally certain. 

This, Mr. Editor, is the only information 
that it is possible for one to give, upon the 
circumstances which probably led to the lots 
of the Nil. I say M probable circumstances," for 
those to whom any responsibility whatsoever 
could attach, and who alone oould throw s 
light upon the gloomy drama of the night of 
the 20th March, perished at their post: giv¬ 
ing a noble example followed by all on board ; 
struggling courageously with death until the 
end. 

Veuillex ogTeer, Monsieur, he. 

J. CHAP8AL, 

Acting Agent, M. M. Co. 

• The observations made at Cape Idxu are not 
ef a nature to permit us to give the precise posi¬ 
tion of the rocks upon which the Nil was lost. 
It is only by au examination of tho projecting 
points of the coast that one can approximately 
determine the position of the wreck. She 
now lies in 34* 37' N. lat., and 136* 28' E. 
longitude. 

Ox the Bth instant, at 10 o’clock a.m., C. W. 
Goodwin, Esq., Asst. Judge, H. B. M ’s Supreme 
Court, who arrived from Hongkong per Volga 
on Monday, took his seat on the bench. 

Th* following members of the bar assembled 
to receive him : Messrs. J. F. Davidson (Japa¬ 
nese Public Works Department—the Senior 
Barrister of Yokohama), Gavin P. Ness, Hinun 
S. Wilkinson (H. B. M.’s Consular Service), 
J. F. Lowder (Japanese Customs Department), 
F. W. Marks, G. W. Hill (Legal Adviser to the 
8ai Bsnsho), W. W. Cargill (Japanese Govt. 
Railways and Telegraphs), and Mr. Duncan. 

On the Bench with His Honour were His 
Ex. Sir Harry Parkes, and Russell Robertson 
Esq., H. B. M.s Consul. 

N. J. Hannon Esq., the Retiring Judge, took 
his seat amongst the legal gentlemen, and par¬ 
ticipated in the gratulatious to His Lordship. 

The gentlemen taking part in the address 
occupied seats immediately in front of the 
Bench : the table usually devoted to their use 
and the witness box having been removed. 

Mr. Davidson, (addressing His Lordship) 
spenkieg on behalf oi the members of the Bar 
of Yokohama, expressed the cordial feelings 
which animated them in welcoming His Lord- 
ship to the Bench of that Court. Mr. Davidson 
then expressed iu lengthy and highly eulogistic 
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term*, the greet respect and regard in which 
Mr. Hannon was held by the member! of tho 
legal profession in the community, and their 
regret at his approaching departure from among 
them. He had almost hoped to have soon Mr. 
Hannen on the Bench by the side of His Lord- 
ship, but he had electod to tako his place 
amongst them, that he might join in the wel¬ 
come they now had the honour of tendering 
him. After the many yean Mr. Hannen 
had so ably and judiciously presided over 
them, they parted from him with regret, 
but, in leaving Japan, ho might rest assured 
that he carried away with him the best wishes 
of everyone. 

Mr. Davideon concluded by bidding His 
Lordship welcome, in the nemo of the Bar of 
Yokohama. 

His Lordship, in reply, addressing Mr. David¬ 
son and the Gentlemen of the Bar. thanked 
them for the good opinions they had just ex¬ 
pressed, and hoped that the good feeling might 
continue and increase, and that when it came 
to his turn to vacate the seat he occupied, 
the same feelings might exist which had just 
boon expressed for Mr. Hannen. 

This concluded the ceremony, and the gen¬ 
tlemen of the Bar took their leave. 

Wi regret to havo to announce the death 
of Mr. Richard B. Baker, Manager of the 
Chartered Mercantile Bank, who expired short¬ 
ly alter 6 last night (14th inst.), after a some¬ 
what lengthy and painful illness. Tho deceased 
gentleman was universally liked, and his doath, 
which was not altogether unexpected, will 
leave a gap in our community not easily to be 
filled. The remains were conveyed to their 
last resting place at 5 o’clock this evening; 
followed by all our prominent citizens, not¬ 
withstanding the inclemeney of the weather, 
on foot, 

The Japanese steamer Chihli arrived this 
morning from the South, having on board 
Prince Sateuma and a large number of soldiers. 
She proceeded to Shinagawa at 9 a m. Tho 
prince and several of his kerai took the train 
for Tokei. 

Txi P. M. 8. 8. Colorado, which leaves ns 
to-day for Sao Francisco, bears away many 
whose names are not unfamiliar to the people 
of Yokohama. But amongst those there is one 
whose departure will bo observed with regret 
by all classes of the community. Captain Geo. 
E. Lane, who has for so many years been iden¬ 
tified with the Pacific Mail Co.’s interests 
at this port, carries away with him tho hearty 


good wishes of everyone, high and low, and we 
feel sure that we shall be upheld by the voice 
of public opinion when we say that it would be 
difficult—and perhaps impossible—to find one 
single individual in this country who could 
say, Konettly, other than a good wopd for him. 
Good deeds are doubly good when done to 
those who can hold out no hope of reward, and 
if these valedictory words should chance to 
meet the eyes of those in other lands who have 
cause to bless the genial-hearted yet unobtru¬ 
sive kindness which, perhaps at a dire extremi¬ 
ty, enabled them, at the hands of Capt. Lane, 
to become new men and again look the whole 
world in the face, we fear not that they will 
join with us in re-echoing the words of the 
great bard, 11 We could have better spared a 
better man. 9 

Ca.pta. m Baowx, late of the Thabor, was 
presented, on Friday last (10th iust.), to His 
Majesty the Mikado, who addressed him in 
a few complimentary words, on the occasion 
of his approaching departure with the Taiwan 
Expedition, and presented him with a hand¬ 
some testimonial. 

Tnm hat* been several noted arrivals late¬ 
ly. They are mosquitos of a size and weight 
which show that their musical and mechanical 
powers are in no way diminished by a winter's 
fast A busy season seems to open before them. 
They will doubtless be followed in due time by 
their brown-backod cousins, for which this 
country is so noted. 

A him a rxabls instance of tenacity to life 
has just boon related to us. Yesterday after¬ 
noon (12th), a snako about 5 foet long, being 
under the impression, no doubt, from the close 
and sultry state of the weather, that Spring had 
arrived, emerged from his lair, situated some 
short distance in the country, and repaired to 
the nearest temperance establishment to cele¬ 
brate the event by a drink. Just as he was 
about to dip his head into a pond, however, 
a member of the police force 4ho hap¬ 
pened to be around, went for him, and took 
him in charge ; if not for being drunk, perhaps 
for being incapable—of taking care of him¬ 
self. Duly conveyed to the police station in a 
handkerchief,—indulging in sundry cheerful 
gyrations on the way thither—he was persuad¬ 
ed to take possession of a capacious pickle 
bottle, which had been provided for his ac¬ 
commodation ; which he did without any un-nec- 
ceesary fuss. How comes the improbable part 
of the story. Into the bottle where he lay 
eosooooed was poured the greater part of e 
“ equare-facc ” of—we were going to say gin — 
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of what Jack Ashore generally indulges id, under 
the impression that it io gin, or perhaps brandy, 
hot which is known to the initiate a* 44 chain- 
lightning,” 44 tangle-foot,” 44 long-range,” and by 
sundry other name* of a suggestive character. 


Now, it is a fact well-known to all who hare 
any cognizance of polico court matters, that 
two glasses of any such infernal compound are 
sufficient to torn orer Jack, for the time being, 
as dead as a beiring, and to render him totally 
oblivious to all his surroundings, until he finds 
himself in the somewhat circumscribed lodgings 
provided by the police authorities. And yet this 
simple-minded snake, just emerged from a 
dormant state, and presumably unaccustomed to 
anything stronger than cold water, after being im¬ 
mersed in a sufficiency of fire-water to kill, say. 
one watch of a ship's company, struggled about 
for 4 or 6 hours (notwithstanding the fact that 
he had already been, it was supposed, effec¬ 
tually scotched) before be would pass in his 
checks, and retire to the happy hunting grounds 
of the reptilia family ! 

Can tl»e Temperance Hall folk, or aoy one 
else, explain the mysterious fact ? 

8eriouaiy, t’^ugh,—apropos of this story— 
something ought to be done to stop the traffic 
in the nefarious compounds sold to unsuspect¬ 
ing (and perhaps reckless) seamen and others, 
whose lives not infrequently, although perhaps 
not immediately, pay forfeit for their excessive 
indulgence in these devilish mixtures. 

Thx “ Mysteries of Japan,” would not be 
an unattractive title for a book, if we could 
only get such an author as Eugene Sac to 
undertake it. It would require a good deal 
of his powerful imagination perhaps to make 
it interesting; but the title and his name 
would assuredly make it aell. To the very 
best friends of"Japan, everything connected 
with her policy is wondroualy mysterious, 
and at the present time it appears to be 
even more so than ever. Is it not remarka¬ 
ble that snch an expedition as that now being 
prepared for Formosa should be a fact, and 
yet the governmetj i, be unwilling to give even 
the foreign representatives any precise infor¬ 
mation of their v cal intentions? Suppose 
England were to ft ont an expedition on an 
nnwonted scale iv >wcdly for aggressive pur- 
poses on any stn I inland in the Atlantic— 
say Madeira \ ould the other powers be 
satisfied with the assn ranee that no hostili¬ 
ties were intended a^ 'iofli Portngal or any 
other state ? They * »uld aay naturally en¬ 
ough 44 Wc anno* • uat yon* Nations don't 
fit out such e. 'dit for noting. Satisfy 


us by telling us of your real objects, and if we 
are not prejudiced thereby, you may take your 
own way; otherwise we must fit ont expedi¬ 
tious to watch yon, and see that your designs 
are as peaceable as yon say they are.” No 
European Power could make snch prepara¬ 
tions as Japan is now making, without being 
called upon for explanations. 

The last light that has been thrown upon 
the Formosan Expedition, ia> that it is made, 
with a view to colonization. This is seriously 
stated, absurd as it appears to be. The gov¬ 
ernment, however, stall rests in its silence. 
And this only ad<h another modicum to the 
mystery in which the whole affair is enwrap- 
P«d- 

That the government attaches the g rea t es t 
importance to the expedition is but natural. 
It is the first foreign enterprise in which 
their forces have been engaged for centuries ; 
and, of course they are fascinated with it. 
General Le Gendre, who has been the princi¬ 
pal adviser as to Formosa, accompanies the 
expedition. He was presented to the Mikado 
yesterday, as we learn from Yedo to-day, 
when His Majesty presented him with a 
•word hitherto worn by himself. This is not 
merely a high honour, but all who know 
anything of the ancient costoma of Japan, 
will recognise in it a very significant gift. 

Dmixa the breeze early this morning (18th), 
the Japanese man-of-war Sirubct-Kan (late Ma¬ 
lacca) dragged her moorings and went ashore 
on the break-water at Yokoaka. She is now 
lying with her stem high ont of the water, 
and as the tide recedes will be quite dry. 

Tbb bluff robbers, who seem to have been 
lying quiet for awhile, have again got into 
harness, and, this time, have selected a par¬ 
ticularly quite spot for their little games. 

In the early morning of Thursday last, (9th) 
probably about 8 o'clock, the burglars man¬ 
aged to effect an entrance, without noise, 
into the house of Mr. F. Perregaux, who 
resides at No. 168 Bluff. Their operations 
were confined to the bedroom of that gentle¬ 
men, and a clean sweep of everything port¬ 
able seems to have been made. The follow¬ 
ing is an abbreviated catalogue of the arti¬ 
cles 44 annexed n : 1 barometer, 1 clock, 

books, table-cover, clothes, boots, hats, a 
bunch of keys, and a gold watch and chain 
which were lying on a table close to s night- 
light. The watch had the name of the 
owner » ugraved within the case. The total 
value ol the goods stolen is estimated at $200. 

It set • is evident that the thieves were per¬ 
fectly acquainted with the different parts of 
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the premises and the habit* of the proprietor. 
A reward of $50 ha* been offered by the 
despoiled gentleman, a* a stimulus to the 
energies of the police; wo fancy be may do 
so with little fear of its being claused. 

There seems to be a general opinion that 
in these oases bouse servants and the mom- 
ban, could, if they would, say a good deal on 
the matter. 

How is this for sensation ? 

Last night, st Hegt’s Brewery, No. 68 Bluff, 
some evil-disposed animal or animals broke in¬ 
to the pigsty, the doors of which were of good, 
strong inch boards, and converted into pork 
four pigs. Two were completely eaton; tho 
remains of the other two only were left 

Tracks of some animal with large paws, 
(four inches in diameter,) are plainly to be seen 
on the ground, sod marks of its fore paws are 
on the top of the door, four feet above. 

It seems evident that the animal could not 
have been a dog, for although there are some 
pTstty large brutes—more of the wolf than the 
dog-H>n the rampage at night, we have not as 
yet heard of one with paws a third of a foot 
wide. Our informant, whose veracity is not to 
be questioned, surmises that it might have been 
a bear. But where could he have come from? We 
certainly observed a large black one exposed 
for sale in a wooden cage near the gas works, 
lately, but he could baldly have travelled all 
the way up to the Bluff without being taken 
in charge. It seems evident that the •• basto " 
is endowed with bibulous proclivities. 

It was reported in Tokci yesterday (20th 
inst.,) that the Formosa expedition is to bo 
recalled. 

We did not notice it in our last night's issue, 
because we ero not sure that s decision has 
actually been come to. Bat that, even, at this 
thirteenth hour (for some of the expedition has 
actually left), reconsideration has shewn the 
government the utter folly of the affair, is 
undoubtedly trno; and they aro trying to find 
s way out of it. 

Tub mim-masted schooner Jtttu McDonald, 
when off Ooeima on her passage to this port 
from Takow, on 4th April, st shout 7 p ro., 
fell in with s Japanese boat (containing three 
men) which had boon blown off the coast. 
There was a strong, fair wind blowing. 

The men all jumped on board, letting their 
boat drift astern. Borne of the schooner's crew 
tried to secure the boat, but were unable to do 
so, owing to the way the schooner was making. 


Capt. Bcivewright, not liking to take the men 
too far from their homee, shortened sail and 
stood eloee in-shore until daylight, when he 
landed them, much to their delight. By their 
expressions and conversation, of which scarcely 
a word was intelligible to any on board tho 
schooner, they seemed to thank tho Captain, 
and to regret that his kindness to them had 
detained his ship so long, when a fair wind 
faTored. 

What xv kb information can be gleaned from 
the interior may be useful. The following 
extract from a letter is worth insertion 

Cuosm, st tho mouth of the Toncgawa, is a 
town of about 50,000 inhabitants. There are 
no manufactures worth mentioning. Most of 
the goods sold there are brought from Yedo, 
over a hundrrd miles, by the river Toncgawa. 
About this season a good trade is done in the 
Iwashi Ashing, a great number of men being 
employed in the boats. Thcso Ash are caught in 
largo quantities, end are used for the oil that is 
extracted from them, the refuso being sold to 
the farmers for manure. 

Pigs aro at a discount; they aro to be had 
for the taking away. Some time ago they brought 
a very high price. At present food is scarce 
and dear; what a pity—and so much good land 
lying waste I Some have driven them into the 
woods, and future ages may reap the benefit: 
as the poor emigrant in New Zealand has 
often appeased his hunger with some of tho 
descendants of Captain Cook's stock. 

This place has teen visited by some members 
of the Agricultural Commission. I hoar of no 
good being done yet through it. 

A little over two miles from here is Inaboye 
Lighthouse, which is drswiug near completion. 
The tower is 90 feet in height, built with brick, 
and granite capital. The material is all landed 
at Cboahi, then transported over to the station 
in rudely constructed waggons, as there is no 
means of landing anything nearer on account 
of the continual swell setting in, and the rock- 
bound coast. I am told, with the exception of 
the stone, brick, and wood, every other thing 
in connection with the erection and mainten¬ 
ance of the Light will have to be brought by 
river t'id Yedo, a distance -of from 15 to 20 
days. In fact, barring a small steamer built on 
tho Yokohama Crock, and plying on the river 
between hero and Kurashi, a distance of 50 
miles, everything is in a most primitive state. 

A Toxio newspaper gives in one paragraph 
an account of three pairs of lovers who in 
various ways committed suicide during tho 

week past. 
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A Pin of lover* committed suicide in a 
cemetery in Tokio recently. Takijiro, the 
brother of a merchant in Yedo, aged 33 years, 
and a married woman named Tana, agvd 00 
yean, at 4 o'clock in the morning of the 2nd 
init., terminated their existence by stabbing ; 
M as two lovers,” the native paper says. 

When the pair were discovered, the woman 
was dead, and although the man is yet alive, 
he is said to be wounded beyond hope of 
recovery. 

A Jatahbh girl committed suicide last even¬ 
ing about 8 o'clock, by jamping down a well in 
Honcho Don. A quarrel with ber lover, who 
resides in Homura, is assigned as the cause. 

Similar cases have been very frequent of late, 
arguing a sort of epidemic amongst loven. It 
is to be hoped it will not spread amongst those 
of the European community. 

Os tub 26th March, the bodies of a man 
about 20 years of age and a girl of about 18 
were taken out of the river in front of the 
temple of Mimeguri Inari, Mukojima. They 
were tied together by a long'whito cotton doth 
twisted round their waists. This is a very 
ancient method of departing this life adopted 
in Japan by infatuated lovers. The girl had 
about her person the name of tho house she 
belonged to, proving her to have been M ooe 
more unfortunate." She also had the wooden 
fuda with the name of Matsmoto Taki upon it 

Th* shops ir which mosquito-net* are sold 
are preparing for a brisk campaign, and from 
various other indications, a lively summer is 
before us. It is sometimes complained of that 
the birds of Japan do not sing; this de¬ 
ficiency is mad© good, however, by the lively 
insects for whose reception the net-makers 
are preparing to protect ns. Some of the 
advance guard of the coming host are now 
around, collecting bills. They have con¬ 
siderably greater sneoeaa than the ordinary 
duns, probably because, <• their superior 
number of feet is added a pair of lively wings. 

Tvs JmiBi press, which appears to have 
exhausted its power in belabouring the samurai 
class, seems now to be taking up the cudgels 
against native physicians. Several articles 
have recently appeared in the native news¬ 
papers, bolding up native physicians of the old 
•chool to ridicule. In one or two, the object 
seems to be to show the vast advantage of the 
foreign methods of core, and to prove the gene¬ 
ral advantage of the new over the old systems 
of medicine and pathology. In the other cases 


a lack of game for the editorial arrows to be 
•hot at aeems to be the chief cause of this 
crusade against a harmless (?) class of men. 

Ths ofvtckbs of the various native police 
stations in and around. Yokohama have been 
changed, and it is intended, it is said, to con¬ 
tinue the transfer of them from one station to 
another every month ; probably with ths view 
of making them thoroughly acquainted with 
each portion of the settlement. 

Oh Wxt>xhbday (16th), a Buddhist idol repre¬ 
senting Doriu-Sama was brought from Tokio, 
and placed with great ceremonies in the temple 
of Fudo-Bema at O-ota, Yokohama. It is to be 
exposed to the public gaxe in a few days, when 
a performance similar tu that gone through in 
Tokio recently will be given. D6riu-3eme 
drew crowded houses in the Capital. 

Oh Thttbrdat afternoon (9th inst,) the Em¬ 
press held a levee and pleasure party at En Rio 
Ean, formerly called Hama Goten. It was 
attended exclusively by Japanese ladies of noble 
rank, most of them being members of the Kua- 
zoku families, kages' and d&imios' wives and 
daughters. A very pleasant afternoon was 
spent, but as no reporters were allowed to be 
present we can give no details. 

Evmrr ohi who has visited a large Buddhist 
temple must have noticed the two hideous 
demons which stand in the gate-ball before 
the main temple. One is red. and the other 
green. In them the Asisti? delight in ugliness 
seems to have reached its climax of excellence. 
Exposure to the weather for ten or twenty 
years seems to add frmh wonders of hideoua- 
neas to their peeled and cracked surface. These 
fellows are called Nid, or 44 the two kings.** 
Two of them that have long done duty as 
sentinels before the temple of E Ko In, near 
Riogoku-baahi in Tokio, have recently been put 
on the retired list, and a couple of new demons, 
after a great procession and pow-wow, have 
taken their place*. Alas for the old Nid ! They 
have been sold at auction, and have been pur¬ 
chased by a bath-house keeper, who will uae 
their once holy timber to beat the water with 
which the local public will parboil themselves. 
From their excessively ugly and auggestive ap- 
poarmnee, their wooden carcases ought to give 
an unusual heat, and be very profitable to the 
irreveient buyer of old gods and worn-out 
demons. 

We have aad news to tell. Ye to Shimpei, 

who, until October last, was a Sangi and the 
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Mini*ter of Justice, ha* been beheaded with 
Shim* Danyemon, and ten other leaders in the 
late Saga rebellion. The heads of the two 
former were exposed to the public, but not 
the heads of the latter. 

Ye to has suffered for his impatience. He 
had good cause to be annoyed with the govern¬ 
ment, inasmuch as judgments given by the 
judges were rendered nugatory by the 
absurd doctrine raised by the Ok urn* ho 
and supported by the government, that 
a certain delinquent of the Department, who 
had been brought up from Osaka by order 
of the Judicial Department, tried and con¬ 
demned to punishment, was not subject to 
the Judicial, but only to his own. Depart¬ 
ment. This, as our readers will remember, 
led to the indignant resignation of several 
of the judicial offioers- 

Yeto was a strong advocate for the repre¬ 
sentative parliament, and was one of those 
who signed the Memorial. Had he been con¬ 
tent to wait until it was established in a 
constitutional manner, like his colleagues, he 
might be alive now, 

A Japa_xe8b newspaper sighs over the 
superstition of the people. At Takasaki in 
Awa, a man had a stone fall on his foot and 
partially crash it. He had a spring in his 
ground, into the water of which he plunged his 
injured limb, and kept up this rough kind of 
cold-water cure until bit foot got well. The 
neighbours, bearing of it, supposed that the 
core most hare been wrought by some wonder¬ 
ful medicinal qualities of tbs spring, or the 
presence and active intervention of a god. 
The man took advantage of this belief, and 
failed not to give out that hie cure had been 
miraculous. The consequence is that bis 
spring became a kind of gold mine to him. 
We wonder whether the grieving editor regret* 
most the superstition of the people, or that 
such a golden opportunity has not happened to 
himself 7 

Bo fAR, the gang (or gangs) of burglars 
who have driven such loermtive business in 
this neighbourhood Beem to have been some¬ 
what diffident about trying their hands within 
the bounds of the settlement; the robberies 
whioh have taken place in its immediate 
vicinity partaking more, as a rule, of the cha¬ 
ncier of larcenies by native servants. 

In order to vary things, however, and ren¬ 
der the business of burglary somewhat leas 
monotonous, the Professors, who have hitherto 
mainly confined their operations to the Bluff, 
have extended their field of operations, and 
paid Yokohama the compliment of a visit to 


its very centre. It is evident that the gentle¬ 
men referred to are no novices at their 
business. They seem to know exactly where 
to go, when to go, and how to go to 
work with little or no fear of discovery. Last 
night (Kth inst.), everything seeming u> be pro* 
pitious, and their plans being no doubt well laid, 
they paid a visit to Messrs. W. Watson It Co. 
of No. 82, and notwithstanding the fart that 
the house ha* been but newly opened here, 
they aooorded them their patronage, and took 
delivery of 5 lengths of valuable silk, mea¬ 
suring in all about 280 yards. The par¬ 
ticular• of the good* taken are these: 4 
lengths were ot black silk. 2 had a white 
and 2 a purple edge, and the remaining 
length was a very handsome drees silk, with 
booooets of bright odored Bowers. 

The rascals succeeded in gaining an en¬ 
trance into the store by cutting out the lower 
panel of the back door. 

The matter is in the bands of the police, 
who will no doubt do all they can to reoover 
the stolen property, which must be of some 
considerable value. Judging from past ex¬ 
perience of similar affaire, we fear but slender 
hopes can be entertained of anything being 
heard of it. 

8uch casee as we now have occasion to 
chronicle naturally bnng up the old aueetioo, 
••Where are the police?** The Japanese 
police are around, it is true, and (perhaps) do 
their duty—to the best of their aoiiity. The 
Municipal polioe (Foreign) are also ardund— 
somewhat—but, as things obtain at present, its 
members not being ubiquitous, it is hardly to 
be wondered at that robberies do occur. Just 
now, during the eight hours of night, when 
thieves and rowdies hold high holiday, there 
is just one European constable on duty in the 
whole of the Settlement. As his watchword 
cannot, unfortunately, be Air el ubiq ns, the 
fraternity of viltians of oonrae have the 
game to themselves. Formerly, the Muni¬ 
cipal police foroe consisted or 6 members 
each or English, French, and Chinese. The 
French quota is now reduced to one, and the 
Chinese to two. What the state of affairs 
amongst ns will be when the expected war 
vessels arrive, and Jack Ashore gets more 
than an allowance of Yokohama firewater 
aboard, may be 44 better imagined than de 
cribed.” Manifestly, one man, unassisted, 
will be totally unable to oope with a posrr 
of powerful men, frenzied by draughts of 
liquid poison. 

A whale fishery has at length been establi¬ 
shed on the coast of Kaga, north-west of Japan. 
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The former Daimio wm detiroofl of adding; to 
his wealth and that of hie people bj fitting 
oat whaling boat*, bat with all his power, 
wealth, and infloeooe, he found it was 
impossible. The people worshipped the whale 
as a god 5 and they thought that whoever 
shoo Id catch a whale would incur the dis¬ 
pleasure of the deity. The daimio even en¬ 
gaged men aooostomed to whaling elsewhere 
to teach his own subjects. But the fear of 
the god wss greater than the fear of their 
lord ; and the attempt wae^abandonod. Late¬ 
ly, one of the men of Ishikawa Ken, named 
Kawanamn Yndo, who had been brooding 
over tbe subject for some time, managed to 
get two or three men to try their hand with 
him; and, on the 2 nd of March last, they suc¬ 
ceeded in capturing a largo mammal, by which 
they made the pretty little haul of 2,000 rioe. 
This has had a very practical effect. A company 
has already been formed; and Kagm and Note 
will hare a valuable product of tbe ooa added 
to tbe resources of their district. 

Moraro Koji and Yama-Oka, two knges, 
have been sent to Kagoshima by steamer, to 
convey the Emperor’s thanks to Bhimsdsn 
Baboro. 

Ok tbs 91st olio., the coolies engaged in 
digging st Baknrada gate, Tokei, came upon a 
little store of nineteen golden Kobangi, which 
had evidently been buried there 14 long, long 
ago, long ago.” 

All rax Ken are ordered to report what 
pasture land belonging to government exists 
within their several limits. This looks like 
an intention of making use of them for cattle 
and sheep. Indeed, a return is also to be 
sent in of the number of cattle and horses in 
each Ken. 

A POUCBMiK in Tokei has obtained great 
praise for rnshing in among the crowd who 
were carrying the car in which the idol Kuwa- 
non of ^hibayama was being taken to Rivo- 
polco. The wav in which this kind of thing 
is done is well known—the crowd being 
divided betwoen those who support the car, 
and thoee who attempt to overthrow it; 
and it may well be supposed that a ohild 7 
or 8 yean old getting into such a crowd 
won Id fare badly. Such a misfortune hap* 
pened to a little creature on this occasion, 
when the policeman seeing the danger it was 
in, being thrown down and trampled on by 
the thoughtless revellers (for they are nothing 
else) managed by almost superhuman exer¬ 


tions to create a pause and to extricate the 
child — much damaged, but still alive. 
It turned oat to be the obild of a well 
known embroiderer, Motoji, who lives in 
Kaji-cho-ichom4; who was as anxious as be 
was able to reward the deliverer. 

On the same day twelve children were lost 
in tbe city. And the next day, when the car 
of 8 haka arrived in Tokei from Kioto, and 
passed through the streets to Asaknsa, eleven 
children were lost. It is alwavv more or Ism 
the case on the oocasion of these crowds that 
children get astray. They are generally re¬ 
covered, though, by the agency of the police. 

A womuv was attacked in the streets of 
Tokei a few evenings back, and received a 
severe stab with some sharp instrument. She 
noshed to a doctor to get her wound dressed, 
hut he flatly refused to do anything for her, 
unless she came with a proper M go-between . 0 
Tbe poor thing in her distress went to the 
police station, and a mao was sent with her to 
the chirurgeon, who expressed himself satis¬ 
fied, and did the needfril. A queer kind ot 
humanity, it seems. 

Tonrouzi Duttjlooh and Y&maoka Jijiu- 
baocho have left Yokohama for Hongkong, on 
the business of the Formosa expedition. Troops 
were expected to leave yesterday for the ren- 
dexvous. 

Torro is all-glorious with cherry-blossoms. 
On the new boulevards at Uyeno, and many 
other places, the trees are clothed in clouds of 
bloom; but the place par excdUna to seo 
cherry-blossoms is Mukojima, which is on the 
east bank of the Sutmdagawa, and is easily 
reached by passing over the Riogoku or Admins 
bridge. Every one should see this splendid 
sight at least quo©. The present is tho best 
time to go. 


How mtch dependence is to be placed on 
official information in Japan is a problem yet 
to be solved. A native paper publishes, ysitsr 
day, intelligence received from a quarter which 
ought to be well-informed ; and which ought 
to be careful not to mislead the public. It 
will be seen that the information is similar 
to that originally published by us 

“ It is reported that, io a few days, an ex¬ 
pedition consisting of 15,000 men and five 
ships of war; under the command of Ariso- 
gawa No Miya, will be sent against Taiwan 
(Formosa)." 
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We belioTo our labor report is much more to 
be relied upon. But, as the troops proposed 
for the service are some of those who have late¬ 
ly been employed in Saga, there is some un¬ 
certainty whether it will be well to take them 
all away from Kiusin just yet. Certain ships 
belonging to the native companies have been 
ordered to go south to receive troops, and the 
old Bahama leaves Yedo to-day for this pur¬ 
pose. Our belief is, however, that the whole 
affair is in a very nebulous condition ; and that 
whatovor is done will be guided by circum¬ 
stances, as chance rather than any well desired 
plan may dictate. 


44 Oin halt of the world knows not how the 
other half lives.* On the 26th of March a 
policeman saved a woman from self-destruction, 
the poor creature giving the following state¬ 
ment at the police office s 44 My husband and 
I are both old. We live at Asakusa. By 
the hardest labour we can do we only earn be¬ 
tween us about Ihrei quarUrt of a bv. a month. 
We reverence Kuanon-sama, and, on the 24th 
March, when the image of Kuanon (Goddess 
of Mercy) arrived in Tokci, I went out to re¬ 
ceive it, with many neighbours; and I took 
Mrs# quartern, a month’s earnings, with me. 
This I spool foolishly in eating and drinking ; 
and so, feeling vexed with myself, and ashamed 
to meet my husbaod, I thought the best thing 
for mo was to die. 19 

Melancholy as the story is, the account in 
the jVuuAin Shinjuhi has this 41 rider m ; (for 
no report can be given by a Japanese reporter 
without some moral reflection):— 44 She was 
helped by the kindness of Heaven, and sent 
safely boose by the police !” 


Thkrs is a reaction at Osaka in the matter 
of dressing the hair. A hair-dresser complains 
that, according to government order, he is acting 
illegally if he dresses hair in the old Japanese 
style; bnt as moat of the people to whom he 
looks for custom insist upon it he wishes to 
know what is right for him to do—to obey bis 
customers and live on the fat of the land, or, 
to obey the government and starve ? He goes 
into statistics, and says that, in certain streets 
of Osaka, out of 023 men, no less than 565 
have gone back to the old fashion, 44 the new 
style having melted away like foam ”, within 
the last six months. Yet no one reproves them 
— 44 not even the officers who put their seals 
♦o the notification.” So much for government 
interference with the domestic habits of the 
people ! 


Ths brims which has for some time been 
under construction over the river Abe, at Tsu- 
ruga, was opened on the 24th March. The Abo 
is one of the most rapid streams that cross the 
Tokaido ; and the want of a bridge, though al¬ 
ways severely felt by travellers from Yedo to 
Osaka or Kioto, has never until now induced 
the government to build one. like most of 
such works in Japan, this bridge was built 
through the energy of one man, who took the 
matter up warmly, and added another proof of 
the adago that applies to so many undertak¬ 
ings— 44 It only wants someone to begin.” 
Miyazaki Sogo, an inhabitant of Tsurugn, laid 
a formal complaint and petition before tho au¬ 
thorities of Shidzuoka Ken, and offered to exert 
himself in its construction. In whst way he so 
exerted himself we arc not informed; but 
the result is that the bridge, 1800 feet long 
by 12 wide, is finished, and is now at the 
service of the public. The old custom in Japan, 
that an old person should cross a new bridge 
first, was not forgotten. The ides is that the 
bridge shall last os long as his years. On 
this occasion, it should seem that a very old 
person was unavailable, as a man 02 years of 
age, and his wife 57, were selected. They 
wore followed by their son, with his wife sod 
their gTandson. After them catno the officials 
and the multitude, and tho day was given up 
to enjoyment. And so suother improvement 
is added to the numerous ones upon the high¬ 
ways and byways of Japan. 

All thr past week, Ooyeno has been lovely 
with the cheny blossom, which gives the ap¬ 
pearance of the trees being covered with snow. 
The visitors, therefore, huTc been very numerous, 
and it is a complete holiday scene. Singing 
and dancing and all kinds of amusements are 
going on under the trees, and all seems 44 merry 
as a marriage bell.” Asaku-yama is also burst¬ 
ing into beauty, and Mukojima is beginning to 
attract its myriads. A few days will see the 
river's bank at Mukojima ooc mass of blossom, 
the avenue of cherry trees skirting the water 
being about a mile long. It is a very pleasant 
sight; though, as jet, the weather is hardly 
warm enough for enjoyment. 


Tax govxiuniifnt has resolved not to ex¬ 
tend any further, in Ycso, the operations of 
Kaitakushi. They will merely continue to 
hold the colony together until it has a fair 
trial; and if the colonists find that they can 
44 make it pav,” they will not bo neglected ; 
but that is all. There is a talk of putting 
6,000 soldiers in Teso, to bold it against any 
descent that Russia might be disposed to make. 


Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



24-0 THE FAft EAST. 


I 


And a garrison of 2,000 soldiers is proposed 
for Saghalion. Altogether the government 
dpeft not lie, just now, on ft bed of roeee. 

SaiQO, wRogi appointment to the com- 
man a of the Formoaan expedition, we have 
already mentioned, left Yokohama on the 9th 
inatant in the man-of-war Ntsshin Kuan, with 
a large Bnite of military officer*. Hie present 
destination ia Kumamoto, in Higo. A man- 
of-war was despatched on the 7th instant 
from Yedo, and np to this time about 1,000 
troops have gone from the capital. It is re¬ 
ported that these, united with the troops who 
were recently engaged in crushing the rebel¬ 
lion in Saga, and with the imperial troops 
now in Kumamoto, will form the expedition. 

A Department of Taiwan affairs has been 
established. 

The survey for the laying of gas-pipes 
from Shimbashi to Suxikai commenced on 
Wednesday last, the 8th instant. The gas¬ 
works are being very rapidly proceeded with. 

From Hamada Kkx we h-?ar of several 
rather sharp shocks of earthquake. Foot 
occurred in one day, producing much alarm 
among the inhabitants. 

Thi iron bridge Yojo in Kioto having 
been completed, it was opened on the 1st of 
this monta. After a little preliminary cere¬ 
mony, several hundred gryshivs (singing girls) 
made a long and beautiful procession, and 
they were followed by the students, male and 
female, of some of the public schools. It 
seems to have been quite a festival day, but 
wc do not see anything about the w oldest in¬ 
habitant " on this occasion, as is usual at 
the opening of bridges in Japan. 

Last November, a fire occurred at Riyo- 
gokn in which premises of Murakami Gohei, 
the Cho Yakunin were destroyed, and a 
godown belonging to a woman named Haahi- 
moto Yone (in whose dwelling house the fire 
originated) escaped. Shortly after Yone sold 
her godown for 400 yen, and went to Gohei 
to get him to put his official stamp to the 
documents of sale and transfer. Oohei at 
first refused; and subsequently offered her 
250 yen for the godown for himself. She de¬ 
clined, and was told that* in that case she 
must pay 200 yen for the stamp. She offered 
to pay 25 rios rather than have any difficulty ; 
but he held out* and at length succeeded in 
mulcting her ot 100 rios. The money was 
paid, the seal affixed, and the sale was com¬ 
pleted. But the end of the transaction was 


not yet seen. By some means or other, the 
matter became known to government, and 
Gohei was called up to explain his part in the 
matters P He has now been adjudged to 
spend the next five years in laborious employ¬ 
ment for the benefit of his country. 


Os tvs 4th instant, Saigo Judo was appoint¬ 
ed Chfijo, the general second in command of 
the army, still retaining the position of Taiyu 
(second in rack) of the Army Department. On 
the 5th instant he was appointed to tho com* 
maud of the Formosan campaign. Several 
officers have also received appointments under 
him, some of whom are expected to leave on the 
12 th, and some on the 22nd instant. 

Os the 2nd instant, as Riki, the daughter of 
a barber, H&tchobori, Tokei, was spreading out 
some clothes to dry, a fellow who resides in the 
same street, came behind her, and made a stab 
at her face. The wound extended from the 
forehead, down the cheek, and into the mouth. 
The wound is not a mortal one ; but, of course, 
the poor girl is disfigured for life. The as¬ 
sailant went direct to the police station and 
gave himself up. 

A kkw shrine was recently established in 
Fukagawa in Tokio. Tho people in the 
neighborhood turned out on masse, carrying 
•tores and dirt in their hands to maxe a 
mound. Hundreds of singing girls were out 
on the occasion, dressed in fine clothes, pow¬ 
der, and hair 'pins, and added to the at¬ 
tractions by some vigorous bawling. 


Thi Osaka Shimbun says, that, on the 17th 
March, the steamer Jchiu-Mani, which plies on 
Lake Biwa, started from Oura in Omi, with 
passengers on board, and also towing several 
boats with about 70 more pssaongers. A storm 
came on, the snow rendering it impossible to 
see the last of the boats, and the gusts of wind 
placing ail in great danger. The steamer and 
the boats parted company, and great apprehend 
•ions were felt for the safety of the latter. As 
the snow ceased, a “life-boat” from Funaki 
put off and assisted them in, but one of the 
passengers is missing. 

The editor complains of the carelessness of 
the people connected with the steamers on the 
lake ; and says they act as if they had charge of 
a box of dolls, instead of passenger steamers. 


Printed and publisktd for the proprietors by 
JAMES {L ANGLIN, at the “ JarAH Qaertts 4 
Printing Ofice, Ae. &5, Main Street, Yekobamn, 
Japan. 
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Thi Niobt ADYxirnrRE or Kampei. 


ftTI INUTELY following the example 
noble falcon that even at 
death'll door refuses to rob the 
farmer of a single ear of grain,* 
i ( Hayano Kampei day after day 
and oigH after night dwelt in solitary wretch¬ 
edness and repentance over his yoothfol error 
in the neighbourhood of the hill-village of 
Yaraazakv. gaining his H 


• A proverbial saving — the falcon is held to be 
the most generous or bird a 


row mountain-paths— narrow as were his 
means of existence.f 

One night a tempest overtook him while 
out among the hills, and he took refuge 
under a pine-tree, holding his match-lock in 
readiness and waiting for the rain that was 
pouring down in bucketfuls from the lowering 
sky, like a July storm, to oease. He had 
hardly sought this shelter when he saw the 
glimmer of a small lantern approaching 
through the darkness. The lantern was bent 
like a bow } by the violence of the wind, and 
the man who carried it, and who rapidly 
neared the spot where the hunter wss stand¬ 
ing, endeavoured to protect the light from 
the wind and rain by acreeing it under his 
cloak. 

Kampbi 44 Iya, I say. Pardon mo for 
stopping you, but will you be good enough 
to give me a light." With these words 
Kampei approached the traveller, who, as soon 


f Sack is the sense of i play upon words occurring 
here in the original test, and incapable of anything 
Like a Literal rendering. 

X The lantern was one of a long cylindrical form. 
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as he saw him, started back and laid hia hand 
upon hia sword, exclaiming: — M You seem to 
know well enough the danger of travelling 
alone along this road to judge bj your being 
armed. Yon have very much the appearance, 
my friend, of a highwayman with your match¬ 
lock there. Yon won't get a light from me: 
inquire somewhere else." 

And suddenly taming towards hia ques¬ 
tioner, the traveller scanned him narrowly. 

Kampei 44 What! Yon take me for a rob¬ 
ber, your eyes deceive yon, bat I can excueo 
year mistake. I am a banter of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and the rain has to damped my 
tinder that I can make no use of it. You 
can understand my plight. See, I will give 
' the gun into your own hands, while yoa can 
light the tinder for mo yourself.’* 

The hunter spoke honestly enough, and 
the traveller once more regarded him atten¬ 
tively. After a slight pause he exclaimed 
suddenly: 

" Why, you are Kampci., Hay an o Kampei, 
are you not ? ** 

Kampsi:—“ I am; and you? You must be 
Senxaki Yagoro.'' 

The pair thereupon interchanged salutations 
and clenched their fists hard as the undying 
hate again st rred their hearts that the ruin 
of their lord’s house had awakened in them, 
when they were last—it already Beemed ages 
ago—in each other’s company. Kampei, let¬ 
ting his head fall mournfully on hia breast, 
could not for a little time utter a word. At 
last, he found speech, exclaiming 

44 Yeh! I am so stricken with shame—my 
honour as a Boshi, is so entirely gone—that I 
hardly dare show my face even to so old a 
comrade as yourself. I ought to have been 
at my lord’s side when the event that resulted 
so cruelly for our master’s house took place; 
but my di-fortune was such that I was not 
where my duty called me, and my disloyalty 
made it impossible for me to return to the 
castle. Whilo waiting for a favourable mo¬ 
ment for expressing my repentance, I was 
overwhelmed by the news of our master’s sclf- 
dispatch. Naxnu-sambd! that fellow Moro 
nawo is the cause of all this; and thinking 


that the least I could do was to accompany 
my lord on the dark path, I laid hand upon 
my sword when I was arrested by the reflec¬ 
tion that my lord would ask me what high 
deed I had done to entitle me to follow him, 
and that I could do nothing but hang my 
bead with shame in reply. Heartbroken I gave 
up the idea of self-dispatch, and tried to find 
out what was being done. At last, I heard that 
it was intendod to avenge the death of our 
master, the design originating with the'Oho- 
boehis father, and son, and Sir Goyemon. I 
have never been formally expelled from the 
clan; and if means could be found to procure 
me an interview with Yuranoske and 1 should 
be permitted to add my name to the Ust of 
conspirators, I should never fear to face the 
world as long ss I lived and my name would 
remain bright for ages after my death. In 
our chance meeting to-day I am as fortunate 
as if I were to come upon the Udonge # in 
bloom. I adjure you as an old comrade, as 
a fellow-samurai, give me your aid and help 
me to regain the honourable position I have 
lost” So saying Kampei clasped his hand 
in entroaty full of remorse for his disloyalty 
and burst into not unmanly tears. Of a 
truth it was a pitiable state of things. Yagoro 
felt that his old friend’s repentance was 
since po, but considered himself obliged, cruel 
though it seemed, not to reveal the whole 
plot, seeing how important a matter it was. 

44 Come, oomc, Kampei,’• he said after a 
pause, “you are speaking at random. Your 
talk about a list of conspirators is all moon¬ 
shine ; as far as I know no one has dreamt 
of any such plot as you refer to. I am on 
my way from Yuranosuke to Goyemon with 
a message about erecting a monument over 
our lord’s grave. But we are all mere rouin 
now, and although wo wish to put up a 
monument that will last forever, so that his 
memory may not be lost, we are obliged to 
try and collect the money necessary for the 
purpose among those who do not forget the 
benefits they have reoeived from our dead 
master; whose disposition, however, wo as¬ 
certain before we unfold our scheme to them. 

* Udonge—Vide appendix. 
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Too, of course, ere among those who keep a 
grateful memory of our lord.” 

The story about the monument was a fic¬ 
tion ; Yagoro, who was moved by his friend's 
distress, meant to hint what Yurenosuke’s 
real design was. 

Kampei :—“ Many thanks, Yagoro ; and so 
your present business is to get funds for a 
monument. I understand you perfectly. I 
shall move heaven and earth to procure money 
somewhere for the purpose of joining in the 
subscription. Yagoro, what a shameful posi¬ 
tion I am in! fit punishment for my disloyalty 
to our master. Thero is not a single soul to 
whom I ctfn apply for assistance. However, 
my father-in-law, Yoichibei, is a good-natured 
old man, a farmer of these parts ; my wife is 
as much grieved as 1 am at the remembrance 
of my fault, and the old people are futl of a 
compassionate desire to see me restored to 
my former rank by some means or other. I 
•hall tell them of my forveuate meeting with 
you to-night; and if I let them know of a 
chanoe of my regaining my position, they 
will, for the sake of their daughter, sell some 
of their land. I know they will not refuse 
to do so, and I would beg of you to convoy 
the money for mo to Goyemon." 

Yagoro could not resist Kampei’g pleading 
tone, and replied, “ Well, I will tell Goyomon 
all that you have said, and will see what can 
be done by petitioning Yuranosoke on your 
behalf. The day after to-morrow ypu shall 
hear from me without fail. And here by-tbc- 
by is Goyemon’s itinerary handing over 
a paper, as he spoke, to Kampei, who lifted it 
respectfully to his forehead. 

Kampei A thousand, thousand thanks ; 
no danger of my being behindhand with the 
money. The day after to-morrow I hope to 
see you. If you should want to look mo up 
you must go to the ferry at Yamasaki; turn 
to the left, and then inquire for the honso of 
one Yoichibei, you will have no difficulty in 
finding it And now as it is far on in the 
night I think you had better continue your 
journey. Remember that tho road you will 
have to travel over is somewhat dangerous, 
and therefore do not cease to be on your 
guard." 


Yaqoro :— u Good, I understand ; until the 
monument to our dead lord has been erected 
no flea shall taste this body of mine and I 
don't doubt in the least that all the money 
necessary will be obtained. Fare you well, sir; 
fare you well." 

Kampei and Yagoro then turned their 
backs upon each other and strode away 
rapidly in opposite directions. The rain 
• again fell in torrents. The clatter of foot¬ 
steps along the path which the pitch darkness 
rendered almost undistinguiahable, announced 
the approach of some wayfarer; and presently 
Yoichibei, impelled by his love for his daugh¬ 
ter to brave the perils of a night jonrney, might 
have been discerned tottering onward through 
the darkness leaning or a staff : true, brave- 
hearted father 1 not more bewildered by the 
mirkness of the night than by your own 
gloomy thoughts. As the old man struggled 
forward through the storm his mournful 
revnfrio ,aa suddenly interrupted by some 
one Dehind him shouting, 44 Oi, Oi, old gentle¬ 
man, lei’s travel together." 

Tho shouting came from no other than the 
son of Kddaiu, Sadakuro, whose home was 
no more fixed than the white crest of a wave. 
The fellow had betaken himself to night 
work along this road and wore a heavy sword 
hanging from his hip. 

8ADAKURO ' 11 How, old fellow art deaf? 
I’ve been shouting after you for some time. 
Rather hard luck, isn’t it ? an old chap like you 
alone at night upon a dangerous road 
like this. Come, I’ll keep you company." 
The look of insolent familiarity with 
which he aoccompanied these words caused 
the old man some apprehension ; but age had 
given him craft and ho answered aa cheer¬ 
fully as he could. “ Well, well; you don’t look 
young, so I suppose I need not tear you. 9 
True! indeed, this is hard upon an old man 
like me to bo out on such a night and all 
alone; but there is no help for it. Money, 
you know, is what people are always in want 
of, everywhere ; and as I am behind with my 
taxes, I have been round among my relations 

• For the young, so think the Japanese not without 
justice, are commonly more cruel and violent than 
the old. 
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to ask assistance—never a pleasant task, bat 
without getting a cash from one of them; 
and so as none of them seemed inclined to 
Help mo over my difficulties, I did not 
trouble them with a long visit, but started 
homewards there and then, 

Sadakuro broke in rudely :— u Yai! don't 
try to fool me with your nonsense about be¬ 
ing behind with your taxes. Just listen to 
what I've got to say to you. That hag in 
you bosom there, to judge by its bulk, must 
contain some 40 or 50 riyo. I caught a sight 
of it just now, a striped bag; hand it over. 
What! must I ask for it with folded hands ? 
Out with it, and don't be a fool. Of course, 
you will howl about its being wanted for 
your family. I care nothing about that; you 
can't help yourself, that's clear. So let me 
have it if you please, and at onoe." 

And with a sndden movement he snatched 
the hag out of the old man's bosom. 

YoicHiBti: — 44 Ah ! Sir, I implore you, 
that bag • • •” 

Sxdxxobo:— 44 That bag, that bag • • • 
Well, it seems I was right as to its contents." 

And the robber grasped the bag more firm¬ 
ly as he spoke. 

Yoichibki : — M No, no; it only contains 
some cash left after buying a pair of straw 
shoes at the last Tillage, together with the 
remains of some rice halls I had for my 
dinner, and some emollient physic and stimu¬ 
lant lozenges my daughter gave me before 
leaving home, to use in case of an attack of 
flux. Pray let mo have it back." 

And with a quick movement the old nmn 
repossessed himself of the bag and made off 
with it. Sadakuro, however, soon overtook 
him. 

“YA! you will he a fool then. I don’t 
want to hew you in pieces, but gentle means, 
it seems, only make you stiffen your back. 
Hand that to me without more ado or I'U 
have at yon." 

So saying be drew his long sword and 
raised it high above his head, and alas ! ere 
one had time to cry mercy he aimed a blow 
at the old man. Sweeping down with his 
sword as if it was only a bamboo be was 


splitting.f But Yoichibei arrested the whirl 
of sword and arm, and seising the naked 
blado with both hands in a firm grasp, cried : 

44 Nay, surely you would not kill mo ! " 

8xDxruxo:— 44 Ah! I knew I was right 
I felt sure you had money about you. It is 
your money kills you. Come, no more non¬ 
sense but die and make no noise about it.** 

And the robber pressed the old man with 
tho point of his sword ss he spoke. 

Yoichibm 44 Mi, mi 1 I pray you a little 
patience. Alas ! is there no escape for me; 
true, ay true! I have money on me, hut 
this money belongs to my only daughter. 
She has a lover dearer to her than life itself, 
and the money is for him. For oertain reasons, 
he became a ronin. My daughter told me 
that he had become a ronin through her fault, 
and begged us—her mother and me—that 
she might be allowed to help him to get back 
his loat rank. Night after night she begged 
this. But we are very poor bodies, and oould 
hit upon to plan of bringing about what she 
wanted. At last, however, her mother and I, 
after talking over the matter, agreed upon a 
means of aiding her, and got her to consent 
to it We took good care, however, that her 
lover should know nothing of our design, and 
told her to be careful to aay nothing about it 
to him . Oh, this mouey has oost tears of 
blood to us—my only daughter, her mother, 
and myself. What shall we do if you take it 
from us ? O! Sir, I ask you with clasped 
hands to be merciful to us. You, too, Sir, 
look like one who has been a samurai and will 
sympathise with us. Without this money 
my daughter and her lover will never be able 
to hold np their heads again. He is affianced 
to my only daughter; how pitiable, how cruel 
to separate them. 01 Sir, consider their 
hard case. I beg of you to afford ns your 
merciful help. YA, yd, you are young yet, 
Sir, you have no children. By-and-by you will 
have children, and then you will understand 
why I plead with you so earnestly. You can¬ 
not but assist ns in our miserable lot. My 

f The bamboo splitter haring made a preliminary 
•lit, drawi the knife quickly through the bamboo, or 
sometimes pulls the latter over the blade with great 
rapidity. 
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home is bat one league further on let only 
the money be given to my daughter's lover, 
and I will let yon kill me. Let me but »ee 
my daughter's face happy, and I will gladly 
die. Speak to me, Sir! Speak to me, Sir ! H 

Bnt load as the old man's entreaties were 
they aroused no oompaasion unless among the 
far off echoes of the hills. 

Siduhtbo:— 44 ‘0, pitiable, cruel,’ what 
staff yoa talk ; your doing a kindness to me 
will not harm your son, nothing evil can 
come out of doing a kindness. 

M Have mercy on me ” groaned the victim 
as, pierced by Sadaknro’s sword, he fell down 
and rolled in his death agony on the ground. 
The murderer kicking the body aside, exclaim¬ 
ed coolly, 44 Pitiable piece of work. Well, I 
am sorry for it, I didn't do it out of any malice; 
but, you see, you had money. That killed you. 
No money and you’d be alive now. Yonr money 
was your enemy. I can’t help pitying you, 
too. Which road will yon take, Namn- 
amida bnten or Namn miyoho rouge Iriyo ? • 
Chooee one and let all end." And be buried 
his sword a second time in the still quivering 
form. The blades of grass were rod with 
dewlike drope of blood, and the feeble breath 
passed away from the old man full of years 
and misery. His murderer immediately 
possessed himself of the bag cl money and 
tried to estimate its contents in the dark by 
feeling it with his hand. 

44 Capital,” he cried, after a pause; “ fifty 
riyo here; it’s a long time since such a sum 
and I have been face to face. I am much 

• Sos appendix. 


obliged to yon.” Casting a glance towards his 
victim he then hnng the bag round his neck 
and threw the corpse to the bottom of a 
neighbouring ravine, little thinking of tho 
retribution that was awaiting him. 

Ho bad hardly proceeded on his way when 
a wounded boar came dashing np behind him. 
Ho stood aside to let the animal pass, who 
rushed straight on heedless of roots and 
stones. At the moment Sadakuro stood 
back out of the animal's way, just as the boar 
was flying past him through the mud and 
bushes, he was struck by a double shot which 
passed from his backbone through the side 
of his chest, and rolled over dead before he 
oonld even utter a groan. One cannot be 
sorry tho villain came to such an end. 

Kampei meanwhile, for it was from him 
that the fatal shot proceeded, thinking he 
had hit a boar, came towards the spot holding 
his gun morale downwards and soarched for 
the animal's body. Seeing something on the 
ground he raised it up and found to his 
horror and astonishment that it was a human 
corpse. 

44 Yai, yai! Why, I have slain a man. 
Namns&mbo ! ” 

It was so dark it was impossible to tell 
who the man might be, but Kampei put his 
hand inside the breast to soe if his victim’s 
heart still beat. In doing this, his hand 
came upon the purse of money. It aeemed by 
its feel, to oontain some 40 or 50 riyo. Over¬ 
joyed at his luck he lifted the bag gratefully to 
his head *, and made off more rapidly than the 
boar that had just rushod past. 

K*d of Book Y. 
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CHAPTER EC. 

Tbs Mixado's Coort. 

HE SHOGUN ilwiji now hid hii rtnid* 
enoe in Yedo Castle, where he wia at¬ 
tended by numerous good and illustrious of¬ 
ficers. AH affairs were very simply man¬ 
aged. During the dsy, the officers attended 
at the castle, wearing the mantle and loose 
trousers made of common cloth, except on 
ceremonial occasions. The sleeve* of those 
days were not so long as those worn at pre¬ 
sent. Merchants also woro the —-m* mate¬ 
rials ; but in oourse of time as riches in¬ 
creased, so did extravagance in drees. 

Public buildings were generally large but 
coarse, boing built principally of wood and 
mud with very tittle attempt at ornamenta¬ 
tion. The roofs were covered with tiles; 
but all common buildings were roofed with 
thatch. 

Tbs Emperor was regarded as a god, and 
was not a’lowed to leave the palace pre¬ 
cincts. The palace was called DenjA; and 
tbo kugA, or nobles of the emperor's court 
above the rank of Jiju, were called DenjA- 
bito. The Emperor's palace was built of 
tho finest grained cedar, and even roofed 
with shingles of the same; the reason be¬ 
ing, that as tiles are made of mud, it would 
be a great indignity and irreverence to have 
them over tho sovereign's sacred head. It 
was inconsistent with his dignity even to 
tread the ground. And it is really true, 
that many superstitious persons did not be¬ 
lieve he was of human shape. 

Many of tho Emperors abdicated the 
throne in favour of their sons. They were 
thon called SentA ; and were not allowed to 
leave their palaco but once a year ; and then 
only in a simple carriage, in the sides of 
which were windows covered with blinds of 
fine strips of bamboo, through which they 


oould see without being seen. The carnage 
was drawn by a milk white ox, which held 
the rank as Sammi. An Emperor who had 
thus retired, shaved his head and became a 
Bonxe, was called HAA: a title, however, 
limited to one who had a son Bento and 
grandson Mi kad o . He was then permitted 
to leave the palace as he liked. If a Mikado 
died without leaving an heir, during his 
father's lifetime, BentA was obliged to re¬ 
sume the sovereignty. 

They were much to be pitied. Their only 
occupation was reading and composing poetry 
and Japanese songs. Their only pleasure 
was football with the kug4e in their own 
gardens; and this was dono with strict 
privacy, because, as has been said, it was 
considered beneath their dignity to tread the 
ground. The Shoguns were endowed with 
all power, administrative and executive; but 
all rank was conferred by the Mikado alone. 
Those who rebelled against tbe Mikado were 
called traitors to Japan \ and some of the 
great daimioa, who sought supreme power 
in the government, attempted on several oc¬ 
casions to socuro and carry off the Mikado, 
to place him in their own castle, in order 
that they might avoid tbe foul reputation of 
being enemies of Japan. Thus, when Iyeyas 
succeeded in tranquiUsing the empire, be 
obliged the Mikado to send one of his rela¬ 
tions to Yedo as a hostage- The title of 
Miya was conferred upon him, as a son of 
the Mikado; and he lived at Ooyeno in 
Tokei In peaceful times, he was the head 
bishop of all the Buddhist sects in Japan. 

CHAPTER X. 

Thx biiow of Itvvitx'. 

IDETADA left three sons, the eldest of 
whom, Iycmitx’, succeeded him as Sho¬ 
gun. He was a more distinguished and mag- 
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TiAnimoas man even than any of hi* ancestors. 
In his reign tbe Tokugawa clan increased 
immensely both in power and wealth; and 
he did everything in his power to strengthen 
it, to spread iU influence and to m aintain 
its authority. 

Amongst other things, he caused all the 
daimioa to reside in Ycdo, only permitting 
them occasionally to visit their own terri¬ 
tories. Their wives were never allowed to 
go with them from the capital; being re¬ 
tained as hostages. 

At Hakon6 ha constructed a barrier on 
the Tokaido, the great East Coast road be¬ 
tween Yedo, Osaka and Kioto; and no one 
was allowed to psss without written permis¬ 
sion. 

In this reign the most famous event was 
the insurrection at Amakusa ; which had its 
rise in the spread of the Roman Catholic 
religion. Tradition tells us that this was in¬ 
troduced into Japan during the reign of 
L6-rio-in, the 106th generation from Jinmo 
Tenno, who was the first Emperor of Jspan. 
Some merchants of the southern barbarians 
(as wo used to call all the Portuguese, Dutch 
and other Europeans), arrived in Kiustu. 
With them, the foolish tradition says, was 
a priest whose countenance resembled an 
elf, (a hob-goblin which was supposed to 
inhabit mountains and unfrequented places, 
and is represented in pictnrts with a long 
nose). Some of our writers say that ho was 
a monster, whose complexion was very black, 
his nose red and long, hi* teeth like those 
of a horse, and his hair black, coarse and 
woolly. His voice resembled the cry of an 
Owl. His name was Urugan the Bateren 
(padre). Ho came to spread his religion ; 
and brought with him many strange things. 
Before his arrival, there had been many be¬ 
lievers in the Bateren, among tho subjects 
of Ots Nobunaga, who, a s I have already 
described, was, in his day, one of the most 
powerful daimioa in the country—the pos¬ 
sessor of the twenty four states. When 
Iyeyas became sole ruler of Jspan, it was 
believed by great numbers ; and the Buddhist 
religion gradually gave way before it. In 


process of time it was diffused over nearly 
the whole of Hisen and Higo. 

After tho death of Iyeyas', his successor 
had endeavoured to stop tbe growth of this 
faith, by shewing it to be a false religion. 
But in the reign of lyemitz its votaries as¬ 
sembled at Amakusa and Shimabara in 
Hisen. They increased daily in numbers, 
and fortified themselves acrainst the army 
sent against them, in an old castle at Shixna- 
bara. The country around is the most fertile 
in the Empire; there being two rice crops 
in one year. 

The insurrection at Amakusa was not con¬ 
fined to the soct of Bateren (Christians) ; but 
several oxoellent and distinguished men of 
the Toyotomi clan encouraged it—particular¬ 
ly the five friends Am&kuBa, Oyano, Chi¬ 
chi wa, As hi tanka and Akaboshi. These men 
had become so poor that they could not sup. 
port themselves; but there were few equal 
to them in talent and military accomplish- 
menta. They took up the cause to escape 
starvation as well as to avenge the death of 
their lords, their fathers or mothers, which 
took place during the Osaka Go jin. About 
that I have already told. 

They took the command of tho'^naurrec- 
tion; and their first act was to obtain the 
guns from the island of Tanega-shima, an 
island lying close to Amakusa, and persuad¬ 
ing the people of that island to favour their 
cause. With the fire-arms and other weapons, 
they garrisoned the old castle. They pre¬ 
tended to be angels of God, sent by him 
to make known his will; and they constant¬ 
ly said “ Sensu-bari-bari "—supposed to be tbe 
title of the prayer of the Bateren sect. They 
were joined by the whole of the Hisen peo¬ 
ple. They marched out against their lord 
Terazaw&'s castle of residence, pretending 
that they fought for the religion which stood 
in the centre of the country. 

This great insurrection took not only the 
surrounding dsimios, but also the Shogun 
by surprise. Terasawa's Castle was taken 
and destroyed, and the proprietor expelled 
from his dominion. 

At this critical moment, the neighbouring 
daixnios sent couriers to Yedo with the tid- 
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inga. A a it wu a strict law, established by 
the Tokugawa, that any disturbance should 
be promptly ^ pat down by those in whose 
territories it took place, the local daimios 
attempted to quell the present rebellion, bat 
in rain. The rebels increased in numbers 
and in strength, and advanced towards Na¬ 
gasaki. Here they drove oat the governor 
and chief officials appointed by the Shogun, 
and proceeded to work their will. 

On all this reaching the ears of Iyemits' 
in Yedo, he immediately despatched 500 men, 
ander the command of Itakurm Naizen, one 
of the northern daimios, to subjugate the 
rebellion*. Neither was the commander equal 
to his task, nor were the men properly arm¬ 
ed for the service. Several battles were 
fought; but in every case the rebels were 
successful; and in the battle of Saihoji, Ita- 
kura and most of his principal officers were 
killed, and his force completely routed. 

Iyemits 1 had already seen that he must 
•end a more organised and better armed 
force; and at this time Mataodaira Idxu ar¬ 
rived with fresh men well armed. He was 
more successful than his predecessor had 
been; though more than once, after very 
bard fighting he had to fall back, fairly 
driven out of his camp. 

But provisions began to run short and 
ammunition to fail, with the insurgents. By 
moans of a letter fastened to an arrow, they 
had appealed to Itakura before the battle 
in which he was killed. They then said 
“We have taken up arms, only for our 
religion for which it is impossible to thank 
God sufficiently. We wish to plead onr cause 
before the Shogun, but this is refused us. 
We have assembled in this castle only to lay 
down our lives for our religion, and then 
depart for a better world. The fieroe soldiers 
of nine countries array their spear points 
against us, threatening to punish us as wail¬ 
ing criminals. Already in the castle water 
is exhausted, and food and fuel are consum¬ 
ed. Troubles increase and famine is before 
us.” 

Yet even after this they fought, and fought 
bravely. But the enemy pressed them hard, 


refusing to listen to any terms. The five 
leaden already named had all been killed; 
and now a surrender took place. The prin¬ 
cipal rebels were taken prisoners, and crucified 
at 8hidxug*-mori, one of the public execution 
grounds. Their heads were also cut off and 
exposed. This custom was then introduced, 
both ss a punishment to the disobedient, and 
a warning to all persons of the consequences 
of crime. Some of the rebellious sect man¬ 
aged to escape, but they were sought out 
over the whole Empire, and being discover¬ 
ed were put to death. The number of men, 
women and children who perished in and 
through this rebellion amounted to many 
thousands. 

Among those who escaped was a celebrated 
conjurer, named Mdri Sore ken. He was an 
old man, 65 years of age. Bui he again 
•owed the seeds of a rebellion. 

There was at the post station • of U-i, 
a certain young man, tho son of a 
dyer. When he was 14 years of age, he 
had already shewn his haired of trade, and 
a marked predilection for a military life. On 
coming of age, he had gained some distinc¬ 
tion for his accomplishments in every art; 
and leaving his home, he wandered off to 
find fortune wherever be should chance to 
meet it. He named himself U-i, after his 
native place. Reaching Amakuaa, he saw 
an old man fishing on the shore. It was 
Mdri the conjurer; who, uttering some words 
the young man supposed to be addressed to 
him, the latter drew his sword angrily, and 
advanced to attack the old man. Mdri, see¬ 
ing the wrathful young fellow approaching 
him, cast his fishing net on the sea, and 
deliberately stepped on to it, without shewing 
any sign of fear or trepidation ; and U-i, fil¬ 
led with wonder, lost his presence of mind ; 
and believing the fisherman to bo a god, 
fell down and worshipped him. He besought 
him to extend to him some of his divine 
power; and from thence Mdri became his 
instructor in many arts. This is what the 
tradition tells us. 


• A pitot wbaro relays of bone* tad coolies ar 
prov dad. 
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After thin U-i gradually became very pow¬ 
erful, persuading many vagrant swordsmen 
to unite themselves under him. He now 
controlled a band of 5,000 men. Of theeo 
no loss than forty-five were equal to com¬ 
mand ; and were already distinguished for 
their ability and martial prowess. Among 
them the most celebrated were Maru-bashi 
and Yoshida. U-i Shoaetao, who now dwelt 
in Yedo, took the command-in-chief. He 
divided them into several bands, and sent 
them into the principal towns and harbours 
of the Empire, with strict orders, that they 
should all rise together directly they received 
orders from Yedo ; and that they should at¬ 
tack and destroy all the castles and military 
camps. 

Yoshida was sent with 500 men to Osaka, 
as being one of the most important places 
in the Empire. U-i himself remained in 
Yedo with a large number of followers. 

Yedo had become a very large and populous 
city; and his intention was to set fire to it 
To this end, ho plodged many padded coats 
to all the pawnbookers, first charging them 
well with gunpowder. He resorted also to 
several schemes well known to him, by which 
the destruction would be increasedj and 
hesitated at nothing by which his plan might 
•noosed. So well and effectually did he 
work that he had additions to his band daily. 
Indeed several daimios even joined him, and 
it might rather now be called a confederacy. 

Having to go to Snmpn to cucourage the 
troops ho had sent there, U-i confided to 
Maru-bashi the charge of affuirs in Yedo. 
He left him strict orders that the moment 
a certain signal was given, he should throw 
immense quantities of poison, previously 
provided, into the Tnroagawa, which by an 
aqueduct supplies the inhabitants of the city 
with water. 

At this time Maru-bashi was seized with 
fever, and in his delirium mentioned the 
schemes of the confederacy. He continual¬ 
ly cried ont 44 We are traitors; We are 
traitors ; ” at the same time mentioning the 
names of tbo principal leaders, as if address¬ 
ing them. At first, it was thought that he 
was mad. But the real facts were mentioned 


by a maidservant ; and being reported to 
the Shogun, he ordered his wholo family to 
be arrested. 

It is stated that the wife of Maru-bashi 
was one of tbe most lovely women ever seen ; 
and that her virtues and accomplishments 
equalled her beauty. On the point of being 
arrested she managed to destroy the docu¬ 
ment which had been signed and sealed by 
the leading men of the confederacy, and by 
this means savod many lives. 

U-i Shosetsu soon had, at Sumpu, the news 
of what had taken plaoe in Yedo. It is said 
that he knew it miraculously before it reach¬ 
ed his ear; and that he exclaimed to those 
who were with him, 44 1 give you each a 
sword with which you may commit suicide 
and so set the example by stabbing himself 
with his short sword, saying as he did so 
44 Our plan is discovered.” His attendants 
followed his examplo. 

While this was going on, an officer of high 
rank with a strong body of men arrived, and 
arrested all who had delayed the work of 
self destruction. 

The confederacy was uttorly broken up ; 
but for a long time, everyday, arrests were 
made of fugitives in all parts of tbo Empire; 
end one day, no less than seventy-eight of 
them were crucified, and their heads after¬ 
wards exposed in five rows on a huge scaf¬ 
fold specially constructed. Maru-bushi's 
beautiful wife was among the number. 

The property of all the friends and rela¬ 
tions of such of the conspirators as were 
discovered should have been confiscated ac¬ 
cording to law; l.ut Iyemits' refused to per¬ 
mit this. Had it not been for tbe courage and 
promptness of Maru-bashi’s wife in consum¬ 
ing the document, many daimios would have 
been ruined. 

Though this rebellion was really a more 
formidable one than that of Amakusa, it 
ended most fortunately for Iycmitz. 

A story, of a somewhat memorable and 
amiable character, is told of U-i Shosetsu. 
During the timo ho was in Yedo, he taught 
sword exercise. Oa one occasion two young 
girls, sisters, came to him, and curncstly 
asked him to instruct them. He enquired 
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their reason ; and on hearing it, he approved, 
and freely taught them, helping and direct¬ 
ing them as if they had been his own 
daughters. 

In Japan it is considered highly honorable 
to slay an enemy in revenge. These two 
sisters were the daughters of a fanner at 
Shiraiaki, Sendai. One day, while in the 
fields with their father, a vain young vsaaaJ 
of Prince Sendai in passing, received a 
splash of mud, quite accidentally, on his 
hakamas (loose trowsere). He flew into a 
violent rage; and though the farmer and 
both of his daughters expressed their regret 
and implored his pardon, even with tears, 
the hanghty young samourai would not listen 
to them, but drawing out his sword, cut 
the poor farmer in two. He then left the 
two young girls to dispose of their father's 
corpse as best they might. The elder was 
named Kiyo, the younger Nobu. They then 
and thcro took an oath to be revenged. Thus 
they walked all the way to Yedo, and made 
their application to U-i. They studied un¬ 
der him a whole year : one of them learning 
the halberd exercise, the other the chain 
sickle. U-i furnished them with the proper 
weapons, aa also the garments for slaying 
an enemy; as even this was by law limited 
to white such as aro worn at weddings and 
funerals. Ho sent one of his best pupils 
with them on their return to Sendai, to act 
m a second. They now challenged Shiga 
Danshichi, their father's murderer, to ap¬ 
pear at Shirmishi on a certain day. A bam¬ 
boo stockade had been erected. At the ap¬ 
pointed time many officers attended to wit¬ 
ness that neither of the parties were craven- 
hearted. This was all according to law; as 
the Japanese gave much attention to duels 
and such warlike affairs : being always more 
or less engaged in broils. 

It was a rule that the combatants must 
not use defensive armour, and only one 
weapon of offence. Many thousands usually 
attended, and the combatants occupied the 
centre of the large space stockaded in. 

When all was ready, on this occasion, 
Shiga Danshichi advanced on one side car- 
*7*”? * glittering sword. Then the two 


maidens, one bearing a halberd the other a 
chain sickle, came boldly forward, on the 
opposite side. Ail took their stations amid 
the breathless silence of tho spectators, whose 
blood was stirred at the sight of the bur¬ 
nished weapons, as the opponents rushed 
to the encounter. 

At first Shiga appeared to have the ad- 
* Q d it seemed as if victory must 
declare for him. A deafening wail arose 
among the spectators, ae the two girls gave 
ground before their antagonist. They were 
both wounded, and he pursued them hotly: 
whilst he himself was as yet unhurt. At 
this moment, Kanai, the man who had been 
sent by U-i as their second, threw his dirk, 
as if by accident, and it struck Shiga in the 
eye, which deprived him for a time of his 
presence of mind, and made him pause and 
fall back. In an instant the girls rushed 
upon him, and before he could recover him¬ 
self, slew him. 

Thus did they, by this timely aid of Kanai, 
slay the murderer of their father ; and cut¬ 
ting off his head, they offered it at their 
father's grave within one year and & half. 
This was by the great kindness of U-i Sbo- 
seta a, who was an utter stranger to them 
when they first appealed to him 

When these two girls heard that tho head 
of U-i had been obtained, and exhibited with 
the others in the great exposure just above 
mentioned, they implored the government to 
give it to them; explaining tho whole matter 
of his benevolence to thorn. They then 
entered a convent at Kamakura, in order 
that they might say masse* for him and for 
their father. 

They prayed for U-i nnder the title of 
Bodai, a Sanscrit word given them by the 
Buddhist prieets, meaning “ Salvation." 

Thus the Shogun Iyemits passed a reign 
of twenty eight years, daring which turbul¬ 
ence was not wanting. But bo dovotod him¬ 
self ably to quell it* and succeeded. His 
remarkable talents and his great intelligence 
made him very popular. He died in the 
year 1651, to the great grief of the people. 

His posthumous title was Taiyuko, mean¬ 
ing M Generosity.” 
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CHAPTER XI. 

About the great firi. 

Iyemitz left three son*, the eldest of whom 
Iyetsuna, wu his successor. He had not the 
ability of his father; and ooold not have sap- 
ported the dignity of his position, had he not 
been fortanato in haring clever, faithful and 
diligent ministers. By their aid his reign 
was long and prosperous. 

The new Shogun and all his officers, devot¬ 
ed themselves to the improvement of the 
city of Yedo, which now had become very 
extensive, with a population exceeding two 
millions. The streets were narrow; the 
houses were limited to two stories ; and they 
were so closely built that there was scarcely 
seen a space of ground large enough to stick 
a gimlet in, if we except the squares and 
streets. There were not in those days so 
many fires as now. The inhabitants, there¬ 
fore, were unaccustomed to battle with a 
conflagration. 

Early in this reign there broke out in 
Yedo, a fire, such as has never been known in 
the city either before or since. It broke out 
in a Buddhist temple at Maruyama, called 
Hommioji, in the northern extremity of the 
city. A strong northerly gale was blowing; 
and not only did the. flames spread fiercely, 
but there was no possibility of arresting 
them, and for three whole days and two 
nights did that fire oontinue. Hardly any 
portion of the city escaped. There were in 
those days no fire engines or skilful firemen, 
as at present. A largo tower of several stones 
called Tenshu, within the walls of the castle 
was destroyed, and has never been rebuilt. 
It stood on a high stone wall which still 
remains : and was 70 feet high and 600 in 
circumference. 

It is supposed that in this great fire, 
108,000 men were burnt to death. The 
Buddhist temple Yckoin or I-ko-in, was 
erected at the Eastern Riogoku, as a tomb 
over their remains. It remains and is a 
popular temple to this day. 

Notwithstanding the depression following 
on such a fearful conflagration, the city was 


quickly rebuilt, and as populous and flourish¬ 
ing as ever. This fire we call the Fire of 
Farisode—meaning the fire of the long 
pendulous sleeves. And this is the origin 
of the name. In Japan, there is a custom 
that when a man dies, the best coat he had 
is offered to the temple, and it is used as a 
covering for the coffin. But as the priests 
require no such vulgar garment, they are 
allowed to sell it. So, at a funeral, a coat 
with beautiful long pendulous sloeres, was 
offered to the temple Hommidji. The priests 
sold it; but shortly it returned at another 
funeral; and being sold again, was actually 
brought with a third corpse shortly after¬ 
wards. Superstitious in all things, the priests 
doubted where on to this might grow ; so 
they determined to bum the ooat. 

Accordingly, many priests assembled round 
it, and after reading the sacred books and 
praying, they set it on fire before tho Niyo- 
rai. The strong wind carried the spark* 
upon the temple, and the flames burst forth ; 
and thus commenced the terrible game of 
destruction; and all through the foolish 
superstition of the priests. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Tog Faithful Seevaxts. 

Iyetsuna, tho Shogun, died after a peaceful 
and happy reign of 29 years. He left neither 
son nor daughter \ and the succession fell 
to his brother, the second son of Iyemits’, 

Tsonayoahi, tho 5th Shogun of the Toku- 
ga*a dynasty, inherited all his father's 
ability j and had he been called to power at 
an carlior age ho might have made a good 
ruler. As it wss, bo assumed the name and 
authority of tho office, but without support¬ 
ing its dignity. Ho shut himself up iu his 
palace, giving himself up to luxury and 
pleasure, and disregarding the welfare of the 
Empire or its inhabitants. Civil affairs were 
thrown into the hands of the ministers, who 
consisted of three Daimios. And unhappily, 
the unworthy example ho set, his a accessors 
followed, so that extravagance and self indul. 
gence became tho distinguishing features of 
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ike Shognnate, in plane of the energy and 
active ifitolligenoc hitherto displayed. It is 
true that some of them were not altogether 
wanting; but none exhibited the spirit of 
the older generations. 

Still the two ideas most reverenced by 
Japanese are fidelity and filial piety ; and 
thus good and faithful service was rendered 
to them ; and many worthy and devoted men 
supported them, often at the risk of their 
lives. A true Japanese will not serve two 
masters, even though starving. This will 
be exemplified if I relate a very celebrated 
event which took place under Tsunayoehi’s 
reign* 

When a KngA, or noble of the Mikado’s 
Court at Kioto was sent to visit the Shogun, 
some of the Daimios were appointed to the 
office of entertaining him as a public guest. 
There was one kind of Daimio distinguished 
from others, and called KAke or noble. These 
were held in great honour, and possessed 
influence and power almost equalling that 
of the Shogun. They generally took charge 
of the entertaihment of such guests, stad 
other or common daimios were appointed to 
act under them. 

During the reign of Tsnnayoshi, a Kuge 
came to visit him, from the Mikado, and 
Kira KodzukA, one of tho Koke, was ap¬ 
pointed the chief entertainer. He was a 
very proud and bad tempered man; and 
having received no bribe or present from 
Asano Taknmi, a daimio who was invested 
with the duty of. acting under him on the 
occasion, he reproached him, at Court, be¬ 
fore all who were assembled, with his clumsi¬ 
ness. Asano was an honest but quick tem¬ 
pered man. He ooold not bear the indignity, 
and drawing his dagger rushed at the KokA 
He was unjustly arrested, pot into confine¬ 
ment, and subsequently ordered to commit 
suicide. His property and dominions were 
confiscated and his family disgraced! because 
he had broken the law by drawing his sword 
at ooart, which was looked upon as treason. 

Asano's vassals determined to avenge his 
death. 


Oiahi, who had been his bead Karoo, or 
minister, was their chief. Forty-seven men 
of them engaged to attack the castle in 
which resided tbs man whose haughty in¬ 
solence had caused the death of their master. 
After undergoing severe hardships, they at 
length made the attack, and slew their 
adversary. They cut off his head, and offer¬ 
ed it at their master’s grave. With great 
joy at having accomplished their end, and 
•hewn their fidelity, they then committed 
suicide at the temple called Sengakn, where 
their graves are daily visited and worshipped 
by hundreds who honour their fidelity. This 
event is one of the beet known, and most 
often dwelt upon to the young, by all Japa¬ 
nese ; and many books have been written 
upon it 

CHAPTER XHI. 

Tdb EXIQS Of Tsututosbi. 

Tsnnayoshi was one of the moat learned 
scholars this country aver produced. Just 
at the commencement of his reign, great 
things were expected of him; and at first 
he seemed likely to prove an excellent 
Shogun. But he disappointed these hopes 
and expectations. The most prominent thing 
that he did .was to erect the splendid temple 
of Confucius at Yushima, which still exists. 

But as I have already said, he soon become 
very slothful. His god was his belly. He 
lived Becluded in his palace among his ladies, 
and be oared nothing for the affairs of the 
nation. His court was filled with flatterers, 
and by them all the honest, devoted, faith¬ 
ful daimios were kept at a distance. He 
entrusted the civil power to a man named 
Yanagisawa, a thoroughly bad, avaricious 
man. But ho was a clever man. No one 
could oppose him. The Shogun had entire 
confidence in him, and not only promised 
him large territories, but gave him his 
vermilion seal. 

When Tsnnayoshi had reigned twenty nine 
years, and was sixty yean of age, having 
no heir, Yanagraawa succeeded in persuad¬ 
ing him to adopt his son. When this inteU- 
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tion wu notified to the Daimioe they started 
with amazement. They considered Ytuiagtv 
Bawa a traitor and resolved to murder him. 
Hie influence, however, wu such that many 
offered their allegiance to him ; and the two 
parties were on the point of taking to arms. 

The true heir was Iyenobu the grandson of 
Iyemita, and son of the youngest of the three 
brothers, two of whom had filled tho office 
of Shogun. The people were much afraid 
that a civil war was at hand and that every¬ 
thing would be thrown into confusion. But 
the wife of the Shogun resolved to removo 
their anxiety. She was the daughter of a 
kng6 named Taka-tsuki, who held supremo 
rank. From her youth she had been famous 
for her talents ; as well as for her personal 
charms. She was a good woman, and one 
of the moot benevolent who had ever graced 
the seat of power. She often remonstrated 
with her husband on his slothfolness—but 
in vain; so she was compelled to put an 
end to his breath. 


But this she oould not do herself; so asked 
a physician, named Yoshimatsu, to do it for 
tl>e sake of tho country and tho Tokngmwa 
clan. As it was regarded as a great crime 
to disobey a command from such a person, 
the physician expressed hU willingness to 
comply with the wish of the lady; but he 
oould not bear to do such a deed, and to 
avoid it committed suicide. Finding no one 
to perform it, she at last resolved to do it 
herself, and effected her purpose by stabbing 
him in the great hall of the court. Thus she 
deprived Yanagesawa of his position and of 
tho vermilion seal. She then declared Iye¬ 
nobu the successor of his unde; and com¬ 
mitted suicide by cutting her throat. 

By her great act Japan escaped a great 
civil commotion. All the daimioe offered 
their allegiance to Iyenobu ; but he died after 
an uneventful reign of four years, leaving a 
yonng son Iyetsugu, who succeeded him, but 
soon followed him to the land of spirits. 

(To be Continued.) 
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THE PERIOD. 

Mow Tilly Noth ritoM Local Papers. 

^*^ii 4 i 


THE LOSS OF THE M, M. STEAMER 

"jfizr 

N in* 25th March, 1874, newB reached 
Yokohama that the French mail steamer 
Nil had been lost near Cape Idxu. Pearson's 
partner, Mr. Lawrence, had telegraphed from 
Hong Kong that he should come by her to 
Yokohama, and as only foor of her crew and 
passenger* were reported a* eared, and that 
one of theae was a merchant, Pearson, al¬ 
though he had little hope of Lawrence, deter¬ 
mined to go to the scene of the catastrophe, 
and see for himself whether any trace of him 
could be found. I volunteered to accompany 
him. A French gun-boat La Bourayne was 
to go 'iown with the French Consul and some 
Japanese officials on the morning of the 26th; 
and I proposed that we should apply for a 
passage in her. Pearson wrote to M. Chapsal, 
the Agent for the Mesaageries Mari times, and 
received a very kind answer, but no definite 
promise of a passage. We had determined to 
go in her if we could; but Pearson found 
that he could not get his government pass, 
and finish some important business in time. 
Moreover the weather was badbl—owing and 
raining. So ho determined to go overland. 

Next day we obtained our passes, and 
started for Fujisawa in a trap at 3 p.m. The 
roads were very bad, and we did not ar¬ 
rive until 6 p.m. The weather looked very 
threatening. 

At 7.30 A.if. on the 27th we started for 
Odawara, where we arrived at 11.10 a.m. Wo 
met a large number of Japanese troops jour¬ 
neying towards Tokei. They were travelling 
independently, some in cangoes, some in jin- 
riki-shas, and others walking. These last 
generally carried their regulation shoes, and 
roverted to the old straw sandal. Many of 
the soldiers carried their rifles; and those 
who did so, appeared to take a pride in them. 
They were wcll-clcancd, and had rags round 
the locks and brccch-action; but I saw a lot 


of arms in bad condition, carried in bundles 
by coolies. 

We left Odawara at 1.20 p.m. in cangoes ; 
for now the rain descended in good earnest. 
Arrived at Hakon6 at 7.10 p.m. ; and as there 
was no getting further that night, we put up 
at the honjin, which was very comfortable. 

The next morning, 28th, we Btarted in 
can goes at 7.45. It was still raining heavily; 
and we wore until 11.50 reaching Mishima. 
From thence we took jin-riki-shas to Shiu- 
sen-ji, where we arrived at 7.30 p.m. The 
honjin and all the regular tea-houses were 
full; so we had to put up at an unfinished 
house, and passed a comfortless night. 

March 20th.—Still hopeless, pitiless rain. 
To cross Amagi-san at the end of a day’s 
journey, we did not think practicable, so we 
did not leave until 1.10 p.m. We engaged 
cangoes; and finding the bridge ovor the 
Muhura-gawa washed away, had to ford the 
river. The coolic9 did this very cleverly, 
holding the caligo |m>I. * on high to prevent 
our getting wet. Arrived at Yugashima at 
5 P.M., nnd fouud a very comfortable tea¬ 
house, kept by the village head-man. We 
were told here that the Nil had gone ashore 
at Mcmsaki; but we afterwards found this 
was incorrect. 

March 30th.—Left YagaahiiuA at 7.10 a.m , 
to cross tho great pass of Amagi-san, the 
highest mountain in Idxu. The pass gee's 
over the shoulder of it. Showers of rain, and 
tho reads very heavy. The p*&9 is not so 
fine as I have seen in Japan ; and there is no 
very striking or extensive view from the top. 
Arrived at Nashumoto at noon, and had tiffin. 
The village yakunin's house is small and 
dirty ; so wo went to a modest tea-house, 
which seemed to be a little cleaner. Left at 
1.5 p.m. for Rendai, said to be distant 4 ri, 
but I thought it more. Pearson was rather 
knocked up by the evening, and wo both 
found the sulphur baths very refreshing. 
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March 31st—Left Rendai at 6.20 a.m. 
Pearson in a cango. Crossed the Komatsu 
pass, a long gradual ascent, with a steep as¬ 
cent. Had tiffin at Shimokawa at noon; 
then on again, nnd arrived at Iruma, oar 
destination, at 3.30 p m. Oar journey thus 
oocnpied five hoars and a half. 

The yakunin met ns at the entrance of the 
village, and conducted ns to the priest's 
quarters adjoining the temple; and capital 
quarters they turned oat to be- He gave ns 
an elaborate aceonnt of the shipwreck. We 
went down to the beach, and met Mr. Maida, 
an officer of the A* hi gar i Ken, sent by the 
Japanese government to snperintend the sal¬ 
vage, and whatever shoold come ashore from 
the wreck. He was very courteous; and 
daring oar stay at Irnma, was extremely 
kind. He enquired if we had a pass ; asked 
to see it; and made copious notes in his 
pocket book. 

Then came M. Bonn6i, appointed on behalf 
of the Meesag£riea Mari times, to look after 
the wreckage. 

From all these sources wo obtained tbo fol¬ 
lowing information:— 

The Nil struck on a rock off the entrance 
of Yoshida Bay, about a mile and a half from 
Iruma, on the night of the 21st March. The 
engines were stopped and reversed. This 
sadden action broke the piston shaft, hut 
took the ship off the rock, and she went 
down in deep water about 300 yards from 
the cliffs, in about twenty minutes. Four 
people only were sared. One of them drifted 
ashore on a piece of wreck. He was thrown 
on a shelf of rock ; and having climbed over 
the face of the cliffs—in itself an almost im¬ 
possible looking undertaking—brought tbo 
first news of the disaster to Iruma. Two men 
got away in one of the ship’s boats, and 
picked up a third, man, floating about on a 
life bnoy. These landed at Yoshida the next 
morning. 

Four bodies had been washed ashore, throe 
Europeans and one Chinaman. One of the 
former had been recognised as the boatswain 
of Yokoska Dockyard. 

The agent told ns that the company’s 
steamer Volga had^een ordered by telegraph 


to call at Iruma on her way from Hong Kong 
to Yokohama; and that ho would ask the 
captain to give us a passage. This seemed 
so infinitely preferable a mode of return, to 
going over the roads we had already traversed 
that we gladly determined to avail ourselves 
of it. Wc thanked him, and mado up our 
minds to remain until Friday or Saturday, 
when the ship was expected. 

April 1st.—Mr. Maida and M. Bonudt came 
to call us early. The former told ns that 
boats, guides, Ac., should be at our disposal, 
whenever we required them. The latter 
stated his intention of visiting the wreck, 
end asked us to go with him : which we did. 

The coast is very precipitous, and dan¬ 
gerous rocks aro scattered about tbo entrance 
of the Bay of Iruma. They form a kind of 
broken reef running ont about a mile between 
Iruma and Yoshida. As soon as we camo in 
sight of the wreck, we landed Pearson on one 
of these rocks to make a sketch. The ship 
is lying in about twenty fathoms on her Btar- 
hoard side—the bow pointing from the land. 
The fore-top-gallant-mast-bead is about a 
yard above the water ; the main-topmast is 
broken, the stump above water; the mizzen- 
topmast-lieod about a fathom below ; and the 
topsails were loosed. 

M. Bonn64 imagined that the reason more 
bodies did not come ashore was, that they 
were held below the quarter deck awning, 
(which, in these steamers, is a sort of stand¬ 
ing affair); so we tried to burst the awning 
with a Japanese kedgo anchor; but it was 
not heavy enough. We got the fore-top- 
gallant-yard and sail, and some brace pen¬ 
dants off the yards, and then returned to 
Iruma for tiffin. • 

In the afternoon wc went to Yoshida over 
the hills. A stiff walk of about four miles, 
along tho cliffs, which are very steep and 
ragged. The road is scarcely more than a 
goat track ; but from it a good view of the 
wreck is obtainable, and Pearson took a good 
sketch. It was at Yoshida that the boat of 
the Nil came ashore with three of the men 
who were saved. We found her lying on the 
beach totally uninjured; and seeing her so 
naturally gave rise to the thoaght, why were 
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not more boat* lowered, and an attempt made 
to save more lives P The captain most have 
known that his vessel was hopelessly wrecked, 
and ought to have known that it was deep 
water alongside. The fact that two men 
managed to get this fine boat, a ten-oared 
cutter, away from the ship, pick up a man 
they saw in the water, and that the three 
kept the boat's head to the sea throughout 
the night, and landed safely in the morning, 
proves that boats could be lowered and 
managed in the sea that was running on the 
night of the wreck. It is hard to .f*ak un¬ 
favorably of the conduct of dead men ; but I 
cannot help thinking that of the captain of 
the Nil blameworthy :—first, for approaching 
such a coast on a night, when he had been 
unable for twenty-four hours to asoertain his 
position by observation ; secondly, for back- 
.ing off of the rock ; and thirdly, for not at¬ 
tempting to use his boats. 

We returned to Iruma in a Japanese boat, 
and found that another body, apparently that 
of a French sailor, had been washed ashore. 
We could only judge of this by his dress. 
His face was so disfigured as to be quite un¬ 
recognisable. 

April 2nd.—Blowing hard from the south. 
Several bodies washed on ashore. There was 
nothing bo be done, but to make enquiries as 
best we oould, and inspect these remnants of 
humanity to see if any of them boro any 
trace of resemblance to our friend Lawrence. 
All, however, were seaman, except one : who 
was a big man, much disfigured, but with a 
uniform frock coat on, with the company's 
button. M. Bonnot imagined him to be one 
of the junior officers of the ship. 

The Japanese, under the direction of Mr. 
Maids, the Ashigara yakunin, are doing their 
melancholy work of recovering and burying 
the bodies washed ashore, with an amount of 
delicacy scarcely to have been expected from 
people whom many Europeans consider but 
semi-civilised. Two hundred men arc em¬ 
ployed daily watching along the coast; all 
bodies and wreckage are brought to Iruma, 
where a portion of the village cemetery is set 
apart for the reception of the former. The 


bodies are personally inspected by Mr. Maids 
himself; and any peculiarities of dreas, ap¬ 
pearance, Ac., is noted by him. They are 
then buried in coffins made of European 
shape ; and all the particulars are written on 
a wooden cross, and placed at the head of the 
grave. 

April 3rd.—Beautiful weather; sea like a 
pond. More bodies being brought ashore— 
six European seamen and one Chinaman. 
Mr. Mai da had tiffin with ns. In the after¬ 
noon strolled np to the lookout, to see if 
there were any signs of the Volga. There 
were none. 

April 4th.—Greet excitement! About 7 
A.M., a man rasbod in to tell os the mail was 
in sight. My things were already packed, 
so I went out to see; and verily there was 
a steamer approaching the place, making a 
great smoke. I rushed back; hurried Yaga 
(Pearson's attendant) with his master's pack¬ 
ing ; spoiled Pearson's breakfast; and scald¬ 
ed myself with two cups of cocoa, thinking 
that would suffice until we were on board 
the steamer, and could get a respectable 
breakfast. Alas! it turned out to be the 
American mail, and she passed fully eight 
miles from shore. We, fancying we were 
certain of leaving, had made moot generous 
presents of our surplus stock of English 
grub, to our Japanese friends; and Yasu 
was obliged to hasten to recover as much as he 
could ; but, to our chagrin, we found that a 
great portion of it had been already devoured 

We wandered about the beach, and up to 
the lookout, vainly looking for the Kotyo, 
until noon. Funerals were the order of the 
day. This afternoon we saw a Japanese inter¬ 
ment. The procession was headed by a lot 
of men with bamboos in their hands, orna¬ 
mented with pieces of paper with inscrip¬ 
tions ; then came some inferior priests ; and 
after them the body in a square box, borne 
by six men. A man carried an ornamental 
lantern suspended to a bamboo, over the 
coffin; which was followed, firat by the 
female relatives of the deceased, clad in white 
garments over their ordinary dress; the rear 
being occupied by a mot^y crowd of rela- 
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tivea, friend*, children and spectators; ibe 
children looking on the whole affair aa a 
great festival. The cortege was received bj 
the chief priest dressed in gorgeous robes, 
carrying a “ yak-tail '* as a sort of badge of 
office. Ho was seated in a curious shaped 
red lacquer chair. As the procession moved 
towards the temple, the people before the 
coffin sang an extraordinary kind of ch&nnt, 
accompanied by obligato performances on 
the drum, small bell, and cymbals, which 
were carried by the inferior priests. They 
marched three times round the court-yard 
of the temple, and then the coffin was placed 
in front of the priest's seat. The chief mour¬ 
ner lit a candle, which he placed on a table 
close to the coffin, and other relatives brought 
a stick, a lantern, a pair of straw shoes, 
some s&ki, rice and a few cash to help the 
departed on his journey to the next world. 
The chief priest then lifted up his voice most 
dolorously. I could not understand what he 
said. It may have been a prayer or a funeral 
oration; but it was followed by a service, in 
which the priest repeated short sentences 
which were responded to by the juniors, ac¬ 
companied as before. This done, the coffin 
was hurriedly picked up, and carried off to 
the grave, the people following in a mob. 
The relatives, women especially, were very 
stolid during the ceremony; hat did not 
evince any great grief. 

We now went np with M. Bonnet to the 
look-out, to ascertain if the Volga was in 
sight We climbed to the top of the hill, 
and were walking towards the villsge of 
Nakagi, when we bsw the anxiously desired 
steamer, and hastened back to I nuns. A 
body had been brought in from beyond Mora, 
upwards of twenty-five miles from the scene 
of the wreck. It was in plain clothes, and 
from its general appearance I imagined it 
was our poor friend. The face was indistin¬ 
guishable— quite black, the lips and nose 
gone. On examining the pockets, we found, 
however, a gold watch and chain, not at all 
like what Lawrence used to wear ; and a red- 
bordered handkerchief marked D.L.; so we 
came to the conclusion that it was not he, 


his initials being S.A.L. We aaw the oorpae 
laid in its coffin; once more bade adieu to 
the kind Mr. Maida; and, having got our 
baggage into a boat, started for the Volga 
which was approaching very fast. The wind 
was blowing fresh towards the land, and onr 
small boat was nioely tumbled about. Though 
we had six boatmen, we made bat poor way 
through the water. When we had got about 
a mile and a half from the shore, wo could 
plainly see, to onr disappointment, that the 
Bteamer had no intention of calling, in spite 
of the telegram sent to Hong Kong by M. 
Chapsal. We hoisted the Messagenes' flag 
on a long bamboo, but she took no notice of 
ns, and passed with fore and main topsail 
and foreaail set about eight miles from shore. 

Wo returned to our temple; gathered to¬ 
gether what remnants we could of our stock, 
and prepared for our march home. And here 
again Mr. Maida came out strong. Hearing 
of onr disappointment, and knowing we were 
short of grub, he sent os hack the beer and 
porter we had given to him, and started a 
runner to all the mura (village) yaknnins on 
the routs to Odnwara, ordering them to assist 
as in getting throngh without delay; and at 
government rates. We knew nothing of this 
until it was done. 

April 5th.—Left I rums at 7.30 A.w. Onr 
baggage was carried by three coolies; and 
being light, we were able to make good pro¬ 
gress. Before we left, one of the kind, gene¬ 
rous Japanese, brought us as a present some 
small cakes made of floor and water ; think¬ 
ing we should prefer them to rioe. 

Ail went well until we arrived at a place 
called Oita; where, it appears, we ought not 
to have gone, as it was ont of the route taken 
by Maida’s runner. There were consequent¬ 
ly no coolies waiting for ua, and there was 
a little difficulty in getting any. Bat Maida's 
name was powerful; and after waiting an 
hour and a half, and threatening to report 
the mura y&kunin to him, we got four men. 

The road between .this and T&kukawa, 
whero we stopped for tiffin was hard to 
travel, and onr coolies were not sorry when 
they had finished their stage. We now oon- 
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tinned out journey; crossed the KonaM 
Pees; end arrived it Nsshimoto at 6 p.m., 
haring traversed over twenty long mile* of 
▼ary rough ground. We were received by 
the ymknnin at the entrance of the village. 

^ w elderly m a n with a game leg and 
•one eye. The former deficiency rendered 
the ordinary polite genuflexion* rather diffi¬ 
cult of performance. We slept at hie hooee 
—a place not remarkable for cleanliness; 
and the guest-chamber wa* of the smallest. 
We here consumed our last tin of soup 
finished our porter. But what a meal the 
fleas made of me that night! 

April 6th.—I*ft Niahimoto at 6 A.M., with 
three can goo* and seventeen oooliss, to cross 
the Amagi-san Pas*. Travelling yaknnin 
fashion, many more ooolies are employed 
than foreigners generally take; but the cost 
is so very much leas than foreigners pay, 
that the expense is less, and the distances 
got over are very mnch greater. Arrived at 
Tngaehima at 11 a.m. Had a good tiffin of 
bomto, cooked d la Japonau, with some of 
the damper given ns before we left Iruma. 
Loft at 12.90 p.m., with oangoee and ooolies; 
but at Ofista changed into jin-riki-shas. The 
road was terriliy rough, and at Banded we 
reverted to cangocs. We arrived at Mishima 
at 7.30 p.m., put up at the honjin, where they 
now have a very nice hot mineral hath. Had 
a Japanese dinner—fried bonito, egg-soap, 
and venison cooked on a braxier, with some 
capital sweet sauce. 

April 7th.—Left Mishima at 5.90 A.M., and 
passing through Hakond, Hatta, Imoto, and 
Odawara, arrived at Yokohama at 10 p.m. ; 
thus doing 181 miles in three days and four 
hours. 

This journey was undertaken as a matter 
of duty. 1 would not recommend people who 
are anxious to excurtionise in Japan to at¬ 
tempt Idsu. The country beyond x ugashima 
is poor, and the accommodation in t)w tea¬ 
houses very inferior. There is nothing par¬ 
ticularly interesting in the country. The 
roads are bad, and there is nothing in the 
soenery to repay the trouble. W# met, how- 
ever, everywhere, with extreme civility from 
the inhabitants ; and until we reached Iruma 
and met Mr Maida, onr government passport 
was not once asked for. 


A Socinr has been formed, of noblee (fifteen 
in number), the prospectus of which is to this 
effect:— 

14 The Kasokn (nobles) occupy the highest 
rank in Japan; exercise influence and power 
over all; and, moreover, receive personal 
favour from the Emperor himself. But 
there is no reason to preserve them. In 
every civilised nation of the world there are 
noble families, especially in England. All of 
them are industrious, and make themselves 
proficient in every science and art; and they 
•saist both high and low, by protecting the 
rights and freedom of the poople. They are 
•Iways anxious to promote the welfare of the 
country; and thus they secure the favour of 
the ruler. But the nobles of our country 
spend much of their time carelessly and 
negligently. They do not attempt to employ 
it beneficially; though they are higher in 
rank than either Shiioku or Haimin. 

But we have now awakened from our 
long sleep; and we form ourselves into an 
Association with the determination to do all 
in our power to support it, under the name 
of Shojoku Kuwan (library). We dee ire to 
study, with famous and learned men, all arts 
and sciences. 

Since the revolution, the Emperor 
often encouraged us with enlightening words, 
such as :— 4 Your rank is high, and your 
condact should be an example to all. There¬ 
fore, it becomes you to brighten and improve 
yourselves*by industry, as much ae possible.’ 

Now, in aocx>rdanoe with his kind words, 
wo hope to sssist the progress of civilisation; 
that prosperity may be hastened. If wo ac¬ 
complish onr end, one hundredth part of his 
benevolence will be requited.” 

Ws au strongly in hopes that the diffi¬ 
culties of the Government are now so far 
arranged as to allow of all working together. 
If so, it can only be in one way ; as the pro¬ 
minent members of the Free Speech party 
have most resolutely refused to have anything 
to do with government, unless their views 
were carried into effect. As we now soo a 
probability of their return to power we can 
onlj argue that their firmness has prevailed. 

A few day* will now reveal much. If all is 
favourable it is mainly dus to the resolute 
demeanour of Shimadru. 
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Ow Tin 22nd instant, a fire which consumed 
40 bouse* broko oat at 8*oji. It was burning 
tome throe hour*. 

Wi wkbji unwilling, last evening, to apeak 
at any length on the matter of the attack made 
on one of the guardi of the Britiah Legation at 
Yedo, until aeeured of the undoubted authen¬ 
ticity of the details of the circumstance. The 
particulars we have since obtained from the au¬ 
thorities are these: 

A Japanese employed, with several others, 
on some additions to the Legation build¬ 
ings, at present going on was guilty of 
some paltry offence, and a Japanese con¬ 
stable who, it appears, was within the 
grounds, (why, is not stated) took upon him¬ 
self to admonish the offendor, in prose nee of 
his fellow-workmen, who were brought to the 
spot that they might profit by the lecture. 
This occurred on Wednesday afternoon. Hr 
John Hooper, Clerk of Works, who was su¬ 
perintending the building operations, and W. 
Wood, of the Mounted Escort, went up to the 
spot, and directed the men to leave off koo- 
too-ing to tbe Japanese and go back to their 
work, at tbe same time requesting the repre¬ 
sentative of the law to leavo. This he did, 
and nothing more was thought of the matter. 
At about 7.15 p.m., a posse of 15 or 20 Japa¬ 
nese police entered the Legation premises and 
arrestai and forcibly carried off Wood. Shortly 
•iter, a detachment of native constables, 
to tbe number of about 40, were station¬ 
ed at all the avenues leading to the Lega¬ 
tion, probably with the inteution of bagging 
Hr. Hooper —who was with Mr. Wood when 
the apparently trivial circumstance occurred 
which gave rise to the trouble—and Mr. 
Bennett, another Clerk of Works, both of 
whom were at Shinhsshi. Instructions wore 
sent to them not to venture on returning to 
the Legation. They nevertheless did so about 
.midoight, but found that matters had been ar¬ 
ranged and the police withdrawn. 

The news of the kidnapping having reached 
Mr. Satow, who resides near the Legation, he 
immediately started off to the house of Kido 
(Minister for Home Affairs) who was, however, 
absent. Ultimately, through the intervention of 
another high official, the man was released about 
midnight. He had been most grossly mal¬ 
treated by the native police, who used the largo 
staves with which they are now armed 
most unmercifully; his head having been se¬ 
lected as the most eligible spot for attack. It 
would appear from the details, that it takes, 
on an average, 15 Japanese, armed with 
bludgeons, to effect the capture of one quiet 
white man. The persons in charge of the 


polios station refused to allow the unfortunate 
man to send a message to the Legation, and 
even the attendance of a medical man was 
denied him. The sergeant in charge refused to 
give him up for a long time, and was grossly 
insolent. 

Tho Japanese Government will, of course, 
have to account for the gross violation of tho 
immunities attaching to a Legation; which they 
do not attempt to defend. The escort man had 
committed no offence whatever, and was most 
brutally ill-used by the Japanese polios, who, 
it is suggested, mistook him for another person | 

Comment on the facts is perhaps un-neces¬ 
sary, and would probably be injudicious. It is 
sufficient to say that the matter is in the hands 
of Sir Harry Parkas. Cert <umx. 

The DipAKiras of Mr. and Mrs. Hannen 
from Yokohama leaves a blank far more 
than usually felt For three yean Mr. 
Hannen has occupied the post of Acting 
Assistant Jndge of H. M's. supreme Court, 
in a manner which has been most creditable 
to himself and beneficial to the community ; 
and none who have observed his painstaking 
and impartiality, and the justice of his de¬ 
cisions, can fail to hope that a proper recog¬ 
nition of the qualities he has displayed as a 
judge may be shewn at home. But not only 
as a judge has Mr. Hannen deserved all the 
commendation that can be awarded, but in 
private life he has made himself equally 
popular. Hie house was ever open. Tht 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Hannen was 
witnout stint; and no persons who ever cams 
to this place will be more missed by so many 
young men, to whom borne influences such as 
were there found are invaluable. On their 
departure, they were rowed off to the steamer 
by six gentlemen of the Amateur Rowing 
(?lub, and many gentlemen and ladiee went to 
see them off and take a last farewell. It was 
evident that all were more or less affected at 
the separation ; and we can but express the 
hope that if, in tbe course of things, our pre¬ 
sent jndge should be promoted to Shanghai, 
as may reasonably be expected, we shall see 
our most excellent and much appreciated 
friends back again. 

A coffer-dam is being built underneath 
Kiyo-Bsshi, Tokei—the bridge which crosses the 
eaoal at the northern end of the new Boule¬ 
vards. A tide bridge for temporary use has 
also been made. Stone is on ths ground, and 
in a few weeks the old-fssliioned wooden 
bridge will be replaced by a substantial stone 
arched structure, that will accord well with the 
new buildings on the Tori. 
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Tn* Japani*i genius of imitation is apt to 
ran into extremes at times, and some curious 
results are then seen. Tbs prevalence of 
counterfeiters of foreign trade marks and 
labels has been noted in several of the news¬ 
papers, and doubtless many of our readers 
have seen crimson or yellow labels with 
letters printed upside down, or spelled in a 
manner that woold eclipse even the orthogra¬ 
phic efforts of Mr. Samuel Weller. One of tbs 
commonest frauds is that of filling tin boxes 
with common white sugar, burying a little 
green phial of Adams ale, vulgarly called 
“ water, * inside of it, and labelling it in green 
and gold “ Sugar of Lemons. Warranted 
Pure.” Another •• invention " is that of a mix¬ 
ture of alcohol, said and burnt sugar, called 
end labelled 44 Brandy.” Such impostures do 
not seriously injure foreigners in pocket, 
stomach, or susceptibilities. The native, in 
making his lemonade, doubtless pronounces the 
Sugar of Lemons good, and ths flavor excel¬ 
lent. The 44 Brandy ” seema also popular with 
Japanese topeia or brandy-bibbera. “ Where 
ignorance " etc. Lately, however, in Tokio, e 
certain shop-keeper, doubtless a descendant of 
the divine Jinmu, baa copied and publicly dis¬ 
played a shop-sign and trade-mark that utterly 
eclipses every other on the street, if not in 
Japan. It is novel enough to attract all 
foreigners, of every shade of religious opinion ; 
while ritualists or high-church mission arias 
will doubtless rejoice over this public exhibi¬ 
tion of tho sacred monograms. The heathen 
Japence does not appear to have the remote* 
idea of the significance of hie triliteral trade¬ 
mark, which he has doubtless copied from some 
prayer-book, though possibly he may have been 
attending the English church et Yokohama. 
The mark we refer to consists of the three 
letters I. H. 8., which are laid upon each other 
to form a monogram, ss in the churches. The 
enterprising native has it printed in rod letters 
on his black out-door ahop-curtains; and. inside, 
it fiannts on many a box of cheap foreign mer¬ 
chandize. Any one who walks np the main 
street in Tokio, north of Kiyo Bashi. on the 
eastern side, may enjoy a fine opportunity of 
studying the vagaries of modern enterprise 
in Japan. Cen the force of imitation further 
got 

Thx wiolb of the Japanese and other police, 
for so long a time located at the old station, 
Honcho Dori. opposite the Seibanaho, yesterday 
(7th) removed to their new quarters, a handsome 
3-storied structure facing the Public Recreation 
Grounds on tho Swamp. The accommodation 
provided is a groat improvement on that at the 
former place. Qas is laid on throughout the 


buildings, and the rooms allotted to the con¬ 
stables are spacious and lofty. There is a se¬ 
parate suite each for the English, French and 
Chinese divisions of the force. The cells are 
eomewhat larger than those at the former de- 
pdt. but the number (two) might certainly have 
been increased with advantage. In hot wea¬ 
ther, with a liberal supply of 44 drunk and in¬ 
capable*” on hand, we fancy the punishment 
of being confined in one of them for a single 
night ought to be considered amply sufficient 
for any ordinarily trivial offence, Tbs entrance 
to the station is from Bakai-cbo. 

Officials nr Tokei complain that the go¬ 
vernment proclamations, edicts, regulations, 
notices, ordinances, laws, warnings, rules, etc , 
sic., are not read by the people. Notwith¬ 
standing the amount of timber used to make 
notice-boards, the many acres of paper spread, 
and the wells of ink drained to write the pro¬ 
clamations, edicts, etc., the people do not read 
them. The heads of streets are blamed for not 
instructing the people. We do not know whe¬ 
ther the government furnished Chinese dic¬ 
tionaries gratis. If not, no ordinary native 
can be expected to read the miss of Chinese 
characters in which ths edicts, etc., are written. 
One way to get the people not only to read 
bat to inwardly digest the governmental pro¬ 
clamations is to issue a vei j much smaller 
number of them, and to write them in such 
oharacters that every one can read them. 

Evkstthins is in the same unsatisfactory 
state as before. Bhimadzu is gazetted Ba 
Daijin, but it is doubted whether he has ac¬ 
cepted the appointment. Okubo Naimukiyo 
left again for Nagasaki on Wednesday, as it is 
feared there may be trouble among the disap¬ 
pointed soldiery. Okuma seems to have been 
the head and front of the Formosan affair; and 
he doesn't appear anxious to hasten back to 
Tokei. 

A maw writes to one of the native papers 
and says he lately visited the Exhibition at 
Yamssbita, and did not know which surprised 
him most, the splendid collection of beautiful, 
strange, and costly things, or the paltry house 
in which these valuables were kept. Should a 
fire break out, all would be consumed and 
reduced to ashes, and irrevocably lost; which 
would be a cause of great regret to every one. 
The writer spoke to the officers about it, but 
they said they had only their duty to perform, 
and that did not extend to considering whether 
the building was good, had, or indifferent. 
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Tn metal* obtained from the Sado mioee 
during Janaary thia year, were:—Gold 13,000 
momma (one momma 584 grain* troy), nearly 
1,680 ora.; Silver 19,000 momme, about 2,309 
or*.; and copper 49,000 momme or 5,964 ois. 
The 3 cwt. of copper i* not of much account; 
but the gold represents, we auppoie, some 
25,000 dollar*. 

Tn Mine worn* of Teto Shimpci. when 
he wa* about to be beheaded, were in the form 
of a Japaneee Terse, of which this is the mean- 
log :— 44 1, a strong and fearless man, weep in 
my sleeves, my mind being ashamed by the 
eoodact of my lord (the Mikado). 

%• This was not the address we hare 
formerly alluded to, which was distributed by 
him to his friends before bis death, and is most 
anxiously suppressed by tbs government.— 

Ko. J. G. 

On of fortuno's freaks is related in one of 
the natiro papers. A samourai, whoeo name 
is uncertain, hired a iinrikisha, the drawer of 
which was so weak that he excited the indig¬ 
nation of his fare. Added to this, he unfor- 
tnnately managed to drop the shafts, and the 
rider was thrown out upon his head and rolled 
into a puddle. Full of wrath, the samourai 
struck him severely. The poor fellow apolo¬ 
gised in vain. The samourai stormed at him ; 
and, asking how he dared insult him by keep¬ 
ing bis head covered whilst be spoke to him, 
he seized the blue handkerchief with which the 
man’s head was bound, and pulled it off. No 
sooner had he done so, howover, than he re¬ 
pented of his ferocity. To his surprise he dis¬ 
covered in the poor weak jinrikisha man his 
former master, who, under the Tycoonate, was 
a hatamoto. The samourai had long been 
looking for him; and, notwithstanding tbs 
awkwardness of the circumstances, he shewed 
great joy at the discovery. He offered hfm all 
the money he had about him, and invited him 
to accompany him home ; and here the curtain 
falls, so far as the public is concerned. 

Tbxxb ah* plenty of philanthropists in 
Japan, as is frequently revealed in our native 
news items : 

Ono, the banker, bearing of the great poverty 
into which the Kuanzoku of Miyagi Ken have 
fallen, raised a subscription among the Tokei 
merchants and gave them a sum of money, 
which they lgid out in planting 40,000 mid- 
berry trees. These are now coining on fast, 
and doubtless this well-timed aid will turn 
out a permanent means of livelihood for the 
people, and a benefit to the district. 


A FOT-MILI boat race, which excited some 
interest, came off this morning, between the 
ship’s cutters of the U. 8. Surveying Steamer 
Tuecarora, and the U. 8. Corvette Saco. A 
start was made from the Tuscarora^ at 11.30 
▲.n n but almost from the outset it was evident 
that the Saco had the advantage, her boat being 
of a much lighter build—the crew being thus 
enabled to pull a fuller stroke. Throughout the 
first mile, neither of the boats could be said 
to have greatly the advantage, but, after that, 
the Saco* gained perceptibly, and succeeded in 
rounding the stake boat, moored ontside the 
Light-ship (2} miles) in 21 minutes: the 
Tusc/iroras passing it 14 minutes afterwards. 
The final result was entirely in the hands of 
the Saco*, who came in easy winners. Had 
the crews been more evenly matched as 
regards weight of boats the result might have 
been different. 

RoBsxnrss are fearfully rife in Tokei. About 
ten days ago, the store of the Yorinda Com¬ 
pany whs opened most ingeniously. It was 
fastened by su upper end lower bolt tnd 
locked. A hole was made at each place large 
enough for a mao to thrust in his hand, to 
unbolt and unlock the door. The thieves then 
entered sod had it all their own way. They 
took a superb dressing case which had been 
got out for presentation to the Mikado, valued 
at $2,000 ; besides a number of other things. 
They even took a roll of carpet; but thia 
seems to hsve been too weigbty or inconvenient, 
•s the thieves dropped it in front of the next 
house. 

Robbxusb are now, more often than not, 
committed by fellows who enter the houses 
with naked weapons. A fellow made good his 
footing on the inside of s bouse s few evenings 
back, and deliberately woks the owner by 
rubbing his faco with the flat of his sword, 
telling him not to move or cry out The sug¬ 
gestion didn’t seem to take with the house¬ 
holder, who cried out loudly, 44 Thieves,” 
“ Murder!” and the robber, making a lunge at 
him, inflicted a nasty wound, and fled. The 
wife seised a stick used in rubbing mis6 in a 
suribechi, and gave chase. He was too quick 
for the plucky woman, hut abe says “ I only 
wish Td caught him. I'd be’ shown him that 
there are more uses than ono for a mis6 stick P 
How true, that 44 One touch of nature makes 
the whole world kin.” 

Fxom the 20th of May, the exhibition will 
be opened at Hakkusan, Niigata, and continue 
open for 20 days. A number of things hsve 
been sent to it from Yedo. 
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A Pack Home, recently, u he was quietly 
being led through the street, suddenly went 
mad u he approached the bank of the river 
Sutnida, end bit hie leader viciously. The men 
died in e few houre. The horee then ran 
44 amuck ” through the street, wounding several 
people, and upsetting everything in ite course. 
Our informant, who was an eye-witness of the 
career of the brute through the throughfare, 
could not tell us of his ultimate fate. 

Tks Niigata newspaper tells of a farmer 
who, being visited by a priest, asked him 
whether it was true there was such a place as 
Paradise ? Being answered in the affirmative, 
the farmer said, M I have a geography and a 
globe, and I’ve looked and looked, but cannot 
find it.” “ No,” said the priest, * 4 It is far away 
from this world, and none but ooradves aod 
those who are true to ns to go there.” * Then,” 
said the farmer, 44 1 don't see the nee of the 
globe and geography, if they don’t shew me 
the whereabouts of the only place I care to 
know about.” And he went there and then 
and burnt them both. And yet, 44 the school¬ 
master is abroad ” in Japan. 

A watitb paper contains this letter, from a 
correspondent;— 

44 1, Tamigawa, having r*ud your paper, see 
that the 8iotoo sect of Kurosimi-kio is strongly 
alluded to. I also hate the sect, and I will 
tell you why. Last year, one of its preachers, 
Kurotimi Munetoku, came to Awa country, and 
began to preach ; and he actually made the 
foolish people believe that to him were the? 
indebted tor all the valuables they poss e ssed. 
The* people became so infatuated that they 
neglected their daily work to go and listen to 
him. The place was always crowded. At list, 
the officers of Nato Ken. hearing of what was 
going on, ordered him to cease preaching, and 
return to his own house. On this, notwith¬ 
standing he was M on duty,” without replying 
by one word to the order, he ran away like a 
rat from a cat. By this msy be seen the 
clumsiness and rudeuoes of the teaching of the 
sect. I will mention a few things I have seen 
myself in Awa:— 

1. —If a man wishes to join the sect, a paper 
is handed to him, supposed to contain the 
divine will, for which he has to pay a high 
price ; and he is compelled to take an oath 
that he will belong to the sect his whole life 
long. 

2. —After a sermon, the water or rice which 
has been offered to the gods is given to those 
present, who are expected to offer monoy in 
return. The disciples say that tho offering is 
not sold to them, bat given ; and that they 


give the money as a thank-offering. Bat it is 
a dishonest apology. If the rico is given to 
keep off evil-spirits, conscientiously, the priests 
should give it gratuitously, from their hearts ; 
but, on tho contrary, they covet the money, 
and moreover, they put forward a large box, 
called saisen-bako, to receive it. 

3. —The monsters pretend to cure all diseases 
by their magic arts and by prayer. If people 
can be so healed, it were better to shut up 
the apothecaries' shops, and abolish the medical 
school; and give up the whole business to 
them. Of what us© can they be ? They well 
deserve to be called the traitors of Japan. 

4. —They aay that all men will be restored 
by sucking in the air against the sun. And 
many other ridiculous things they persist in 
teaching their disciples. 

I think, if they are human beingi and have 
souls, they should leave all such follies, and be 
true and faithful subjects of the Emperor. 

Ymtkkdat, the 28th instant, a grand per¬ 
formance took place in Tokei, which for its 
novelty many would have liked to have wit* 
neseed. Kioeya Rokuxayemon, reputed the 
greatest musician in the empire, desirous of 
holding a 44 mass” for his father's soul, en¬ 
gaged all the most famous musicians and 
singers, male and female, to assist. With the 
performances of the Mikado's private band, (in 
attendance at the Yedo terminus on the occa¬ 
sion of the opening of the railway), still dwell¬ 
ing in our memory, we should not expect 
anything very harmonious; but probably it 
would have been weird and wailing, and 
doubtless interesting to a western barbarian. 

On the 21st instant, a deer managed to get 
loose from some compound and ran through 
the streets, followed by a crowd of people ; who 
so frightened the poor animal that, at 8enda- 
gaya, it jumped over a bridge into the caual 
and was drowned. 

Tm troll b xi dob in front of the Shimhaehi 
Station is opened. It is to be called Horai- 
Baahi. Tbs former wooden one was Shiwodoml. 

Asorr noon, on the 2nd May, a fire broke 
out at Katsugamachi, in the province of 
Yechigo. A strong wind was blowing at the 
time, and drovo the fire towards the eight 
temples of Dxui-scnji, which were soon des¬ 
troyed- Changing from the south to the 
northwest, the wind drove the fire through 
the neighbourhood of Fukumachi; and the 
conflagration was not got under until 500 
houses, fully one third of which belonged to 
8hisoku (gentlemen), were consumed. 
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Howxtib much merchant* in Yokohama 
maj be disposed to oomplain of doll times, it 
is evident that the thieves are haring lively 
times and plenty of business. Especially is 
this the case in Tokio. Notwithstanding the 
thousands of dabs and yellow-striped trousers 
that daily perambulate the tboroaghfaros of 
that city, the burglars hare rarely, of late 
rears, reaped a richer harvest. During the 
last week, three robbers with swords entered 
a merchant’s house, and threatening the lives 
of the inmates, left heavily laden with booty 
in the shape of clothes, and money. Several 
smaller thefts and robberies, of too littlo im¬ 
portance to be detailed, have excited the quiet 
people in various parts of the capital, but the 
last triumph of the purloiner’a art has a quite 
a comic air about it, and shows, strange to 
say, that the rogues are very irreverent fellows, 
who fear neither gods, police, nor foxes- In 
front of a certain shrine of Inari Sama 
in Tolrio, a pair of bronse foxes had lately 
been taU#matruru, respectfully offered, for 
the delectation of the deity and all devout 
worshippers resorting thither. Some their- 
ing wretches, nothing daunted by the weight 
—which every one supposed would deter any 
one having purloining propensities—of the 
holv animals, actually made off with them, and 
nothing has yet availed to get them back 
again. Concerning the police in this con¬ 
nection, it may eloquently be said of them 
that they visited the see no of the exploit* and 
unanimously exclaimed naruhodo. 

Thttisday and Friday were great fits days 
with the Japanese, the occasion being the 
festival of Dai-jingu-sama. The streets in 
the native quarters were profusely decorated 
with flags bearing the device of the “ Blazing 
Sun,” the national emblem, and, at night* 
were brilliant with hues of lanterns, similarly 
adorned. Last evening, great numbers of 
holiday-makers were to be observed at the 
M\ya at Nog^-Yama* and Benten-dori and 
O-ta were crowded- At the latter place there 
were outdoor theatrical exhibitions, and one 
well-to-do merchant cleared out his goods al¬ 
together, and fitted up his shop in honour of 
the MaUuri. It contained a life-size em¬ 
blematic figure, gorgeously clad, before which 
were placed candles, food of various kindj^ 
and other offerings. This attracted a great 
crowd of sight-eeors. In Bonten-Dori an¬ 
other merchant did likewise, the interior of 
the shop being lined with expensive screen^ 
which set off to great advantage the brilliantly 
lighted spectacle in front, a peep at which 
passers-by were enabled to obtain, through 
the interstices of the lattioe work. Mr. Taka- 
shima had his residence illuminated, the im¬ 


mense premises being one blaze of light. All 
the upper chambers were open to the poblio 
eye; and were tastefully decorated with drapery 
and lanterns. The whole aspect of the fSU 
must have recalled to many a child of ths 
Land of Dai-Nippon visions of splendours, 
in the days when th** mat*uri were religiously 
observed ; but which now seem destined to be¬ 
come things of the past altogether, thanks to 
the march of Civilisation. Doubtless, some of 
the older folks think it quite possible to ba- 
come over-civilixed. 

Too much admiration can hardly be accord* 
ed to the pluck of Japanese women. So 
frequently is it* that when robberies are at¬ 
tempted the gentle beings are found equal to 
face the depredators. Last week, a robber 
entered a farm house, from whenoe the oo- 
cupants were absent working in the fields. 
For some reason or other the gudewife re¬ 
turned, and found the fellow raising a 
bundle to his back, composed of things he 
had “got together” and was congratulat¬ 
ing himself he was about to carry off unob¬ 
served. A rope was at hand, and in a mo¬ 
ment the woman attempted to throw it ovsr 
him, to bind him. This he avoided; and 
having on nothing but a loin doth, the wo¬ 
man laid hold of him by this ; but the man, 
loosening it, fled from the house in a state of 
nature. The plucky woman, however, saved 
the household property, and considering it 
was bat a woman against a man, the deed is 
not unworthy of record. ## 

Th* RiiLWAT between Kob4 and Osaka 
was opened for public traffio on Monday last, 
11th, as announced by telegram. Al¬ 
though it was an unusually stormy day, and 
very scant notice was given of the commence¬ 
ment of traffic, tho receipts, we are given to 
understand, amounted to yen 422.16. On 
the day following, Tuesday, they reached 
yen 525.85. 

Thb hail storm of 26th April destroyed 
all the mulberry trees in tho vicirity of Mount 
Haruma, in Kumagai Ken. The report says 
that the rice is also destroyed, but seeing that 
it is impossible it can have been forward 
enough to be utterly destroyed, we hope that 
the evident exaggeration in that case may 
justify a belief that the calamity to the mul¬ 
berries is over-stated. 

Da woman has officially notified the es¬ 
tablishment of post offices in Liu Km; also 
municipal offices and court-houses at nine 
I different towns. 
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On the 28th April, the Olcada-maru, Japanese 
•ailing ship, anchored at Shinagawa, caught 
fire, and waa almost totally consumed. 

The Japanese Iron-clad Axumo-kan , left 
this port during the week, but her destina¬ 
tion naa not transpired. A rumour ourreut 
amongst the natives is to the effect that she 
has gone to Kagoaima.— Nayaeakt Expreu. 

Banjonishi Buyetomo and Tanakayori- 
mochi, two important officers of Department 
of Religion (Kiobuaho,) together with the 
Shinto priest of Ishe and some other officers, 
are expected to arrive here shortly to es¬ 
tablish a branch of the department at this 
port. The Chewkiyoin is to be erected in 
Fngiya-maohi, and in it the festival of 4th 
chief Shinto God is to be celebrated on the 
16th of May. On the following day, the 
17th, services will be conduoted upon a scale 
much larger than it has been customary to 
conduct the annual one, which will be per¬ 
formed in the 8uwa temple, and the lectures 
on the 18th will be delivered in the new 
building, to be open to the native public.— 
/dm. 

Niioata, April 30th. 

A Barber living in this town had a very pretty 
but frail young wife. He seemed, however, 
to take no notice of her conduct, and she grew 
much worse. Things went so far that ho at 
last taxed her with her infidelity, adding that 
he bad been aware of it for some time, but had 
wished to hide her shame; bat, even theo, if 
sho would amend her ways all wonld be for¬ 
given. She indignantly denied his accusations, 
and went away to her parents* houses near by. 
The Utter in vain tried to persuade her to 
return to her own home. Tho barber went on 
with bis business, and, about one month after 
this occurrence, whilst walking in the Tera 
Mac hi (Temple street), saw his wife coming 
down a bye street. Having nothing particular 
to do, and being curiout, he obtervod tho house 
she went into, and, going to the rear, managed 
to look inside. Thero he saw his unfaithful 
spouse with a young priest. The enraged hus¬ 
band burst into the room, knocked over the 
priest, and, with a pair of scissors, cut off all 
his wife’s bait, mod gave her a sound beat¬ 
ing ; then, turning to tho priest, he cut off the 
sleeves of his clothes and turned him oat. 
The wife at once went to her parents' house, 
sod, hurrying upstairs, inflicted two severe 
stab* in her abdomen (a Id Hara Kiri). She 
was found quite dead, shortly after. Her par- 
mour, tho young priest, is now in prison, await¬ 
ing trial. 


Dcrijvo the early part of this month, twelve 
high officers arrived from Yedo, their destina¬ 
tion being the neighbouring island of Sado ; 
from which they were to bring the remains of 
an ancestor of the Mikado, named Joontokn, 
who hod been banished to that place in the 
vear 1221, by the Tycoon Hojio Yoahi Toki. 
iho remains will be conveyed to Kioto. My 
native informant gave me the following ver¬ 
sion of the story. At that time, 1221, the 
Hojio family were in power, and Joontoku, who 
was then second prince (?), collected an army to 
oppoee the Tycoon, but was defeated near 
Osaca, and his father, himself, and brother 
were all exiled. 

The father, Ootoba, came to the throne 
in 1,186. and was banished to Oki, where he 
died in 1,230. 

One son, Tauti, was banished to Awa, where 
he died 1,231, and the one above mentioned, 
Joontoku, died io Sado in 1,241. 

Os tbs 30th ultimo, Matx'daira Yoho, late 
Prince of Aidzu, visited tho tombs of his ances¬ 
tors at Wakarnatzu*. The NicKi iVicAi Shimr- 
bun aays:—''Those who sleep beneath the 
tomb most have felt very joyful.” 

Asaxura Dario, Shizoku of Saga Keu, who 
was one of thoee lately In insurrection, when 
about to leave home waa passionately entreated 
by his wifo not to join the discontented. Ho 
was firm *, but so waa his wifo. Seeing that 
she had no influence to detain him, she took a 
silver spoon which her husband prized very 
highl), «md drove it with such force into tho 
breast of her little daughter, three years old, 
that tho child died. She then completed her 
work by taking her own life. 

A tirb broke out on the 11th iast. on board 
a ship whi.h was being repaired at Ishika- 
jima, on the O-kiwa, Tokci. It woe got under, 
but not before much dams go had been done. 

Ths two foxes at the temple of Yodogawa 
Inari, Akasaka, were stolen about a week ago. 
They were made of brass, and each weighed 
more than two hundred weight. Such a weight 
of metal in one scale, and the weight of the 
Fox God s wrath in the other—it could not re¬ 
main doubtful which would kick the beam. 

► Tim officers deputed to the task sre now 
en rout* to Kioto with the remains of Joon- 

> toku. 

1 __ ±— 
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BOOK VI. 


Tab Heroism or Kamfei. 


“ Come ye old folks band in bend ; 
Come sod watch car )oyous baud. 
Merrier is tbe harvest 'ancs 
'.leath our old folks' kindly glance."* 



UCH wits tho country snatch tho 
corn-threshers greeted tbe morrow’s 
dawn with at Yamaaaki.f Yon 
'jfc? will gnesB from the name that tho 
# Tillage was at the foot of tho hills, 
where stood the hum bio cabin of Yoichibei, 
who tilled some few roods of land around. 


# There it here in the text an untranslatable play 

upon *9u’i. 

t Lit. *• fronting the hilta' 


Here it was that Karapet had retired after 
his disgrace, with his affianced Okarn, who, 
awake betimes, was listening to the song ss 
she combed out tho traces of the night's 
disorder from her hair,{ and wondered why 
Kampei did not return. The anxiety about 
him made it a difficult matter for the girl to 
arrango her tresses after the manner of 
yonng married ladies with teeth yet un- 
blackcd §; and there was no one to whom 
Bhe could pour out her grief or from whom 
she might look for corn fort. || Nevertheless 
a few minutes use of her boxwood comb 
restored its beautiful dark gloss to her hair; 
and she managed, at last, to arrange it into so 
charming a manner that it was a pity there 
should be none but oountry boors to admire 

| Women in Japan do not unbind their balr when 
retiring to n»L Tbe singular—ami to Europeans 
moat unoomfoctable—pillow* they use permit of a 
complicated arrange men t of tbe sleeper's hair remain* 
lug undisturbed until the morning. 

$ As to tbe custom of blackening tbs teeth, see 
Appendix. 

| There are here a number of untranslatable puns 
in tbe text 
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it. A b she finished her task, her mother, 
whose infirmities obliged her to use the 
snpport of a stick, came hobbling op the 
path :— 44 Ah, daughter, so you have finished 
doing your hair. How prettily you have put 
it up. Well, tho wheat harvest is being 
gathered in, and you see nothing everywhere 
but people as busy as they can be. Just now 
as I passed by the bamboo clump yonder, 
I heard the young fellows tinging as they 
threshed the corn the old snatch— 

* Conor jo old folks hood In bond ; 

Come and watch oar joyous bead. 

Merrier it the harvest daitoe 

'Neath oar old folks* kindl j glanoe.’ 

Tour father is long in returning; I have 
been as far as the end of the village to look 
out for him but without seeing the least sign 
of him 

Oeaxu r— 41 1 wonder at that, I can’t under¬ 
stand it; what can make him ao late ? shall I 
run out and see if he is coming ?” 

Moth hr — “Why, no; young women can¬ 
not go wandering about all alone. Don’t you 
remember bow you hated walking about the 
Tillage when you were a little girl ? Since 
you have been at service at my lord Yenya’s 
has our grassy common gained some new 
attraction for you ? Ah, daughter,” after a 
pause, 44 if Kim pci wero but Here your face 
would soon lose its anxious look.” 

Okabu :— 44 Yes, mother, of course it would. 
When a girl has her lover with her, however 
dull and stupid the village may be, all seems 
joyous to her. And soon we shall be in the 
Bon month, and then Kim pci and we 
shall be the 44 old folks ” of the song and go 
44 hand in hand M to see the dancing—shall 
we not ? You know you have been young, 
too, once, mother.” 

Tho girl's ton© was lively, but her trembling 
limbs revealed the anxiety she could not 
wholly conceal. 


I am quite ready to go; and it is only the 
thought that I shall not any longer be able 
to look after my father’s comforts that 
grieves me. My brother, who, though of 
mean condition, has been permitted to become 
a retainer of our lord Yenya, must take my 
place.” 

At this juncture, Ichimonjiya, the master 
of the tea-house in the Chon street, accom¬ 
panied by two coolies bearing a kago, came 
rapidly up to the house, and calling to them 
to set down their burden at the door, in¬ 
quired in a loud tone, just as Okaru ceased 
speaking, if the goodman Yoichibed was at 
home, and without further ceremony entered 
the house. 

Moths s 44 Come in. Sir; come in. You 
have had a long journey to be sure. Quick, 
daughter, bring the gentleman tea and to¬ 
bacco.” 

The two women were so anxious to please 
their guest that they would have covered the 
walls of their house with beaten gold if they 
could have done so to gratify him. 

Icbimoh/ita 44 Well, mistress, last night 
1 had some business of importance with your 
husband. Has he got back all right ? ” 

Motrbb 44 Got back—did you say P Why, 
Si«, uas he not come back with you, then ? 
What can this mean ? Since he went to see 
you he has—” 

Ichimoxjita :— 44 Not oome back? Well, 
that is strange. Perhaps he has been care¬ 
lessly passing by some shrine of Inari, and 
been bewitched by some crystal-pawing fox.® 
However, that may be, here am I come to 
take away the girl according to agreement. An 
engagement of five years for 100 riyos; that 
was our bargain. Your husband said he had 
a pressing need of money, and begged mo 
with tears in his eyes to advance him half 
the price, which at last I consented to do; 


Mother — 44 Nam bo ; you talk merrily 
enough, but in your heart, in your heart—” 
Oxixo (eagerly) :— 44 Oh, mother, beiievo 
me. 1 am quite happy. Is it not for my 
husband’s s::kc tint I bavo engaged myself 
at the ten ‘ -ii-. n the Gion street at Kioto. 

^ See / t • »ii i. nth," 


getting him to write a receipt for it in the 
agreement. The remainder of the purchase 
money, it was understood, was to be paid on 
delivery of the girl. He seemod beside him¬ 
self with joy when I counted out the 50 riyos 

• The fax ranch dreaded on account of his up. 
posed power over human being-* >« generally repre¬ 
sented os bolding a crjital bail in hit ferepavt. 
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to him ! and set out on his return there and 
then, although it was late, and I warned him 
that it waa unwise to travel by night with 
money about one. He wouldn’t listen to me, 
however, and 'hurried off. Perhaps he has 
stopped somewhere in the road/' 

Oxaru :— M Is there any place he would 
stop at, mother P " 

Mothir:— 44 Stop, indeed! He would be 
sure to hasten homewards with all speed. 
He would never reet till he had got home 
and gladdened us by the sight of the money. 
I cannot understand his being so long, at all. 

ICHDfOMJm :—“ Understand it or not, that 
is your affair; here is the balance of the 
purchase money, and now I should like to 
take the girl with me/* 

The fellow took 50 riyoe from his bosom, as 
he spoke, and offered them to Okaro’s mother, 
saying: “ This makes up the hundred riyos ; 
come, take them.” 

Mothib :—“ But I can’t give her up, spite 
of what you say, until her father shall have 
returned.” 

Ichimonjita :— 44 But you must, you must, 
I tell you; you can’t get out of it. Look, hero 
is the agreement with Yoichibed's seal upon 
it* The girl is mine from this day, and for 
every day of her service I lose, I will make 
you pay wall. Go with ms she must and 
■hall/* 

Seising Olcara by the hand, he was about 
to lead her away when her mother interrupt¬ 
ed him, catching her daughter by the other 
hand, and exclaiming, 44 Nay, nay, a little 
patience." 

Ichimonjiya, however, tried to pull the 
girl towards him and get her into the 
kago, but his efforts were resisted by 
her mother. At this crisis, Kampei, holding 
his gun under his Btraw rain-cape, suddenly 
made his appearance at the door, and, seeing 
how matters stood, hastened into the house, 
oxclfuming—“ What is all this about, Okaru ? 
tell me. What is this kago here for? Where 
are yon going in it ? M 

Mother :—Ah, Kampei! I am so glad 
yon have come. You are not a minute too 
noon." 


Kampei could not understand his mother- 
in-law’s delight, “There is some mystery 
here. Mother, wife, tell me, what is the 
meaning of all this ?" 

Further conversation was interrupted by 
Ichimonjiya, who strode up the apartment 
and squatting down, exclaimed angrily:— 
44 O! let there be an end to this. Yon are 
my servant’s husband; are you," turning to 
Kampei. 44 Husband or not, matters little to 
me. The agreement provides that no one 
(husband or other) shall prevent tho contract 
from being carried out See Yoichibei's seal 
is on the paper. Is not that enough for yon ?" 
44 Come, old lady," he resumed speaking to 
Okaru’s mother; “ let me have the girl with¬ 
out more ado." 

Mothib :— 44 Oh! son-in-law, what am I to 
do? Our daughter told us sometime since 
you were in great need of money, aod im¬ 
plored us to give her some for you; but how 
could we, poor folk as we are ! At last, her 
father said the only way was to send our 
daughter for a time to service; but that this 
must be done without your knowledge, be¬ 
cause, of course, you might not like money to 
be procured in such a way. In case of need, 
you know, they say a samurai may rob and 
steal; and, aa it was for her husband’* ad¬ 
vantage, we thought you would not after all 
be angry. So her father went yesterday to 
Kioto and settled terms with this gentleman 
here, the master of the house in the Oion 
street, and ought to have been back ero this, 
but has not yet returned, which makes ua feel 
very anxious about him. In the midst of our 
uncertainty, this gentleman appears and says 
that he gave half the hiring-money to Yoichi- 
bei last night, and has brought the other half 
with him, which ho offers to us in exchange 
for Okaru. I have asked him to wait until 
her father returns, but he refuses. What arc 
we to do, Kampei ? " 

Kampei m Really my father-in-law is most 
kind. I have had a windfall, but of that 
more by-and-by. There can be no doubt. I 
think, tbat Okaru cannot be given up until 
her father shall have returned/* 

ICRIMOKJIYA:—Why I could bay up all the 
women in Kioto and Ohosaka; for that 
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matter, indeed, the whole population of Njgo 
island,• and it ia not likely I should say I 
had paid half the money down if I had not 
done so—is it P Besides I can prove that I 
paid it. When I had coanted out the money 
to the old fellow he wrapped it up in a 
doth: which he was about to tie round his 
neck, when I showed him how dangerous it 
was to carry money in that way, and lent him 
a puree made of stuff just like my dress here, 
both in texture and design. He tied the puree 
round his neck and started without further 
delay. 

Kampei :—What do you say—a purse made 
of striped cloth like this of which your dress 
is made F 

Ichimox jita : —Yes, yes, that will be proof 
of the truth of what I aay; will it not ? ” 

A terrible thought rose up in Kampei’* 
mind as he heard this, and he furtively but 
doaely examined Ichimonjiya’s dress. . His 
scrutiny convinced him that it was exactly of 
the same material and design as the puree he 
had taken the previous night, and he at once 
understood that the man whom he had ac¬ 
cidentally shot was no other than his father- 
in-law. 44 Would that I had been shot my¬ 
self,” he thought to himself: 44 it would have 
been a less rdscrable affair than this/ 4 

Okaru impatient at her lover’s silence cried 
peevishly. 

44 Come Kampei, don’t stand there hesitat¬ 
ing, but Bpe&k out and decide whether I am to 
go with this man or not.” 

Km pei :—Ah, well, you see — what this 
man says seems to be true. There appears to 
be no help for it and you must go with him. 

Okako : — 44 What, before my father re¬ 
turns ?" 

Kampei 44 1 forgot to tell you that I saw 
your father this morning. It is uncertain 
when he will return.” 

Okas u:—How ? you saw my father this 
morning! Why did you not tell us then and 
put an end to our anxiety P” 

Iebimonjiya, taking advantage of the pause 
exclaimed : 44 They may search seven times 

and still not find your man. However, now we 

• Sec appendix. 


know where the goodman is we need trouble 
ourselves no more about him. So pray 
don’t let us be at sixes and sevens any more 
about the girl: or, faith, the whole affair will 
become a troublesome one enough. Come, 
cheer up, all three of you ; and if ever you, 
sir, or the old lady should visit Kioto, I hope 
I shall have the pleasure of a call from you. 
Now, my girl, into the kago with you, up 
with you, quick. 

Oeaeu:—A i, aL 0 Kampei, must I then 
go ? I leave my father and mother to your care. 
You will not fail to be kind to them, will yon P 
to my father especially—for he is very infirm. 
The poor girl of course had not the least 
notion that her father was no more. Sad 
and pitiable situation! Kampei was on the 
verge of confessing everything upon the spot, 
but the presence of a stranger restrained him : 
and he was forced to endure his misery in 
silence. 

Mothxr :—Son-in-law you and your wife 
must now take leave of each other; and you, 
daughter, do not be faint-hearted but try and 
bear up bravely. 

Oxabo :—Do not fear, mother. It is for my 
husband’s sake that I am sold into service for 
a time. I have no cause whatever to be un¬ 
happy. You will see that I shall have plenty 
of courage—it is only going without seeing 
my father that troubles me." 

Mother: — 44 Your father shall come and 
see you as soon as he returns. I promise you 
that Take care of yourself, daughter ; apply 
the moxa occasionally, and bring us back a 
healthy face. Have you all you want ? nose- 
paper and fan ? You will be uncomfortable 
without them.” 

41 Be careful,” she added as she Basis ted the 
girl to get into the kago, 44 or you will stum¬ 
ble and hurt yourself. Farewell, farewell.” 

4 ‘ What ill-fortune is it,” she continued as 
the kago was borne away, 41 that hangs over 
us. My daughter has done nothing to de¬ 
serve punishment yet. I have to endure the 
misery of losing her.” 

The poor woman ground her teeth with 
pain and buret into tears, while her daughter 
grasping tightly the sides of her kago 
managed, but with difficulty, to stifle her sobs 
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and restrain her tears: so that her mother 
should not know she was weeping. 

Ichimonjiya, heartless fellow, told the 
bearers to harry on, and the kago moved 
rapidly away. The poor girl's mother gaxing 
after it wistfully, 

Mother:—“A h! we ought not to have 
done this. How miserable my daughter will 
be!” 

44 Son-in-law/* added the poor woman turn¬ 
ing to Kampei, 44 yon see I am her mother, 
yet I have dried up my tears. I pray you do 
not let your grief overcome you. You spoke 
just now of my husband's return being un¬ 
certain, and said you met him this morning.** 

Kampei 44 Ha, did I?** 

Mother: —“Yea. Where was it you met 
him ? Where did you part from him P ** 

Kampf.i :— 44 Where did I part from him, 
you say P I think it was at Foba or Fnshimi, 
or perhaps Yodo, or it might have been at 
Takeda." 

The words wore hardly out of Kampci's 
month, when a shuffling of feet was heard 
outside and three hunters of the neighbour¬ 
hood, Mcppo Yahachi, Tanegashima no Rokn 
and Tanoki no Kakubci, immediately after¬ 
ward thronged the entrance, bearing on their 
shoulders a door, on which was laid the 
corpse of Yoichibei decently covered with a 
straw rain-cape. 

44 As we came back from hunting among 
the hills last night 11 exclaimed one of them " 
we found the body of Yoichibei, who has 
evidently been murdered; and we have 
brought it here.** 

Overwhelmed at the sight, the mother of 
Okarn for a moment could not 5nd speech. 

44 O, Son-in-law,*' she cxcaimed at last, 
whose work in this P who is the villain who 
has thus slain my husband ? Son-in-law, son- 
in-law, you must not rest until this cruel mur¬ 
der lias been amply avenged, amply avenged. 
O my hnsband ! my hosband ! Her complaints 
and reproaches were, however, of as little avail 
as the tears which flowed frocly from her eyes. 
The hunters shocked at the Bight of her 
misery, exclaimed together, ‘ 4 Dame, Dame, 
this is a terrible misfortune truly. But had 


you not better lay a complaint at once before 
the magistrate? Wo cannot tell you how 
sorry we arc for you in yonr distress.*’ With 
which words they laid down the door with 
its burden upon the matting, and took their 
departure. 

The mother of Okarn restraining her tears 
for a moment, marched up to Kampei, 11 Son- 
in-law," she cried, “ I can hardly believe my 
eyes when I boo you stand there unmoved by 
the sight of your murdered father-in-law. 
What can be the meaning of all this ? You 
say you met my poor husband this morning. 
Did he not give yon some money P Did he 
say nothing to you P Speak, speak ; what ? 
Yon have not a word to say ? Ah ! I under¬ 
stand ! This explains everything.** 

She throst her hand snddenly as she spoke 
into Kampei’s breast, and dragging ont the 
purse, said, 

44 1 saw you looking at this furtively just 
now. Ah \ there is blood upon it It is you, 
you who have murdered my husband." 

44 Murdered ? That purse is—** 

** That pnrso is what P Ah ! you thought 
your foul deed would remain hidden, but it 
has come to light in spite of you. You have 
killed him for tho money that was in this 
purse. What have you done with it P What; 
silent still P Poor husband! yon have been 
murdered by this fellow, because he thought 
he would not get the whole of the prioo for 
which his wife was sold. Wretch, wo had 
always thought you a man of honour; and 
all the time you have been a villain, Oh, that 
I could kill you on the spot. You are a wild 
be ist, not a rnau. Tho horror has dried up 
my tears, and I cannot woep. Alas, my poor 
husband! you little knew what a brnte of a 
son-in-law it was in whose behalf, anxioas 
as you were to help him to regain his posi¬ 
tion as a samurai, you, an old man, gave up 
yonr rest and travelled by night and on foot 
to Kioto: gave op your treasure and your 
only daughter for ono who only sought to 
harm you in return for the good yon were 
doing for him; like a dog that bites the hand 
that feeds him. To murder one's benefactor! 
Is it possible to conceive such baseness and 
cruelty P NVu- but a devil could lx? snch a 
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monster. Oive me back my boa band I tell doty for which it would be rain for me to try 
yon ! Bring him back to life! M I to find any excuse. Nevertheless, I implore yon 

Blind with rage and grief, the poor woman ! to procure my crime t^, be pardoned. I in- 

threw herself upon Kampei, and seizing him I treat yon, gentlemen, most earnestly I in treat 

by his cue dragged him towards her, buffet* yon, to intercede for me that I may be par¬ 
ing him the while with all her might. mi tied to join with the other retainers of my 

44 Wretch,' 1 she continued, 44 if only I had I lord's household in honouring the anniver- 

the strength I would hack yon in pieoea, I sary of his death.” 

though even that would not glut my venge- As he spoke the unfortunate youth was over- 
ance.” whelmed with shame at the reoollection of 

She went on loading him with reproaches, I his fault. Goyemoa at onoo replied 
until at last exhausted with grief and pension, M Listen—though a ronin without resources 
she fell down in a faint; while Kampei, in yon have offered a subscription of a large 
an agony of remorse that made the sweat | amount towards the expense of erecting a 
stand out upon his body, threw himself upon 1 monument to bur dead lord. Toranoeke has 
the ground, gnawing the matting in his dread been informed of this, and is full of admira- 
that the judgment of heaven had overtaken | tion of your conduct. The monument will 
him. be plaoed in the family burying ground of 

Meanwhile, two samurai, wearing deep- our lord. But your disloyalty makes it im- 

brimmed bamboo hats that concealed their possible for our chief to receive your sub¬ 
features, knocked at the entranoe. scription. The spirit of oar dead lord would 

44 Is Hayano Kampei living here ? Harm be indignant with us were we to accept your 
Goyemon and Sensaki Yagoro desire an in- money for such a purpose, and, we have 
terview with him.** been ordered therefore to return it to you-** 

Inopportune as the visit of the two samurai As he concluded Yagoio drew forth from his 
was, Kampei, nevertheless, rose to his feet boeom a paper packet, containing the money 
and tightening his belt snatched np his side- which Kampei had thonght himself so lucky 
arms and thrust them hurriedly into their in finding, and had shortly after handed to 
place. Yagoro, and plaoed the packet before the 

He then went to receive his visitors, ex- youth, who, wild with grief and depair at the 
claiming: 44 Well, well, gentlemen, who ruin of all his hopes, burst into tears; in 

could have expected the honour of a call from which he was joined by the mother of Okaru. 
you at this poor hut P I am sure I do not “ Ha, villain 1 M cried the mother of Okaru, 
know how to thank you sufficiently ;** bowing pointing to Kampei, 44 you are now reaping 
his head low is he spoke. your reward. Listen, gentlemen, this fel- 

Gotxmobc :— 44 But perhaps we are inter- low's father-in-law, a man stricken in years 
ruptingyou in some family engagement. Yon but regardless of his age, sold his daughter 
seem, occupied.'* into servioe for the sake of this wretch before 

Kampii:—O h, nothing of any importance, you; who, lying in wait for the old man as he 
Some small private matter of no moment, I was returning home, murdered him and 
assure you. Pray do not trouble yourselves robbed him of the money. The deed was 
on that point, but do me the honour to enter. ! done in darkness that none, might know of it 
44 In that case " cried the two samourai, Sin, can yon accept the assistance of such a 
41 we will accept your invitation.*' And passing man, a parricide, whom if the gods and 
to the upper end of the apartment they seated | Buddha do not punish they must sorely be 
themselves upon the matting. | deaf to my entreaties. You soc the wretch, 

Kampei, kneeling before them with the | a son, a murderer of his father. Hew him in 
palms of his hands upon the ground, ex- pieces. Sirs, I imploro you; for I am but a 
claimed:— M Lately I was absent from my lord's woman and have not the strength to avenge 
side upon an important occasion ; a failure of myself with my own hands.** 
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Overcome with her feelings the unfortunate 
mother of Ohara fell exhausted upon the 
ground, while the two samurai aghast at the 
tale seised their swords. 

Yagoro, his voice choked by indignation, 
exclaimed :—" Kampei, villain ? you dared to 
come to us with your murderer’s booty in 
your hand. You are a wild beast in human 
form. No samurai ever heard such a tale of 
horror. A parricide and a thief, you deserve 
instant crucifixion ; and I should be well 
pleased to spit you with my own hands upon 
the tree.’* 

Gotbmon :— 44 Like the philosopher KOshi 
(Confucius) who declared that he would 
rather die of thirst than drink of the water 
of a fountain so ill-named as that of T6-ecn 
(i.s the fount of robbers). So no man of 
honour could hold intercourse for a moment 
with Buch a wretch is you. How could you 
dream of offering us your ill-gotten gains for 
the service of our dead lord? Yuranoske, 
with his rare sagacity, must have divined 
what a disloyal and treacherous nature yours 
was, when he ordered us to return you the 
money. Blood-thirsty wretch, your name will 
be handed down to posterity sa that of the 
infamous villain Hayano Kampei, a retainer 
of Yenya. Idiot that you are; could you not 
at least remember what disgrace you were 
bringing upon your lord's bouse P I never 
took you to be such a madman. Some demon 
must surely have entered into you." 

Goaded by these reproaches into a kind of 
despair, his eyes fixed and overflowing with 
bitter tears, Kampei, unable to withstand the 
fatality that seemed to pursue him, suddenly 
threw off the upper part of his dress; then 
grasping his Bword, unsheathed it, and with 
one stab gashed open his bowels. 

44 Alas ! ” ho cried bitterly, 44 1 dare not 
show my face again to men. As soon as I 
knew that my hopes were vain, I made ready 
for what was inevitable. As to the murder 
of my father-in-law, I will explain how his 
death occurred; so that the name of my dead 
lord may not be dishonoured. I pray you 
hearken to me, sirs. After I parted from 
Yagoro the other night, it soon became dark, 
and, as I followed a hill-track, I suddenly 


disturbed a wild boar and scut a oouple of 
bullets after him. As I came up close and 
bent over what I thought wss the carcase of 
the animal, I saw to my horror that I had 
accidentally shot some way-farer Having 
no medicines with me, I searched in the dead 
man's dress and came upon the purse. Pos¬ 
sibly I did wrong in taking it, but it seemed 
to me, then, as if it been sent to me from 
Heaven. I immediately burned away after 
Yagoro, and gave him the contents. When 
I got home I heard what my mother-in-law 
here has just told yon, that my wife had been 
•old; and soon afterwards the dead body of 
her father, slain by a gun-shot, was brought 
in. My evil destiny was uppermost, and cir¬ 
cumstances and I seemed to suit each other 
as little as the mandibles of an Iska fowl's 
bill.® Now you can realise to yourself the 
hardship of my position." 

As he concluded, his eyes suffused and he 
gave vent to his despair in a flood of tears. 

Yagoro, as if struck by a sadden thought, 
rose up hastily and began to examine the 
corpse. On raising it and turning it over 
a Urge gash became visible. 

41 Goyemon," be cried to his companion 
44 look here this is no gunshot wound, it is a 
sword cut. Kampei you have been over 
hasty." 

Yho mother of Okaru was so astonished by 
the disoovery that she could not utter a word. 

Goyemon, across whose mind a sudden re¬ 
collection flashed, exclaimed:— 44 Now I re¬ 
member, you too cannot have forgotten, the 
corpeo wo passed on our road hero, with a 
gun-shot wound in it. We went up to it 
and found it was the body of Ono Sadakuro, 
whose father—that covetous wrotch Ono Ku- 
daiu—tired of the fellow's evil course of life, 
had turned him out of the house. We had 
heard that the son not having a mat to blees 
himself with, had taken to robbery in the 
hills. Without doubt, Kampei, this Sadaknro 
was the villain that murdered your father-in- 
Uw." 

44 What ?” cried the mother of Okaru, bend¬ 
ing over the corpee and examining the wound, 

• A kind of wild fowl with mandibles of niwjual 
length. 
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44 K&mpei then wm not the murderer of my 
husband ? 0 ! son-in-Law !" turning to the 

unfortunate youth, 44 I pray yon with clasped 
hands to forgive me. I am but a willy stupid 
old woman, and you will bear with me and 
pardon me for all that I have said. K&mpei, 
K&mpei, you shall not, must not die/' Turn- 
ing her face streaming with tears to him as 
she spoke. 

KiJirsi:— 4 * Now that what seemed evil 
in my conduct has been explained, mother, 

I can face the dark path iu peace. Soon I 
shall be with my father-in-law and we shall 
climb together tbo Side Hill." 1 

Goyemon, interrupting Katnpei who had 
seised*the sword which still remained in the 
wound with the purpose of hastening his 
death, exclaimed:— 

u Ah, K&mpei, yet a little patience, without 
knowing it you have slain your father's mur¬ 
derer. Fortune has not been all against yon, 
and by the favour of the Archer-God, you 
have been enabled to tako a glorious revenge. 
But I have something to shew to you ere you 
die; look here ” drawing u paper from his 
bosom and spreading it open before the dying 
youth, 44 at the foot of this is a list of Bamur&i 
who have sworn to take the life of our enemy 
Moron&w o." Goyemon commenced to read the 
paper, but Kampci interrupted him, saying :— 

44 Tell me the names of the conspirators." 

Gotemox :— 44 We are forty-five in all, bnt 
now that I have come to know how truly 
loyal and devoted a retainer you have been, 
I shall add your name to the list* and I give 
yon this paper that you may take it with you 
on the dark path, and reverently offer it to 
our lord Ycnya," 

He then took an ink horn from his boeom 
and after writing down Kampci's name 
banded the paper to him, exclaiming:— 

“ Beal it Kampci, seal it with your blood." 

Kampci obeyed, pressing his bloody hands 
npon the paper, 

44 1 have sealed," he exclaimod, “ comrades. 
I # cannot thank you enough. You have en¬ 
abled me to obtain what I moat wished for in 
the world. Mother do not grieve. My father’s 
death and my wife's service will not now be 

9 See appendix. 


of no avail. The money will be used by 
these gentlemen who have sworn the death 
of the enemy of our house." 

The mother of Okaru, her eyes filled with 
loan, placed the packet with the purse and 
the money which Ichimonjiya had brought, 
before the two samurai. 

44 Pray accept this purse as a token of my 
son-in-law's share in your enterprise: and 
consider that his spirit is with you in your 
plot against year enemy." 

44 We will; we will," replied Goyemon, tak¬ 
ing up the purse. 11 We will prize this purse 
of striped cloth ss if it were full of barred 
Ogon. # Sir," turning to K&mpei, 44 may tho 
perfection of Buddha be youra." 

44 Alas! " said Karapei, 44 the perfection of 
Buddha is not to be dreamt of by such a 
wretch ns myself. The hand of death is upon 
me, but my soul will remain on earth that it 
may be with you when you strike our enemy." 

His voioe was rapidly failing, and the 
mother of Okaru, seeing the end was near, 
burst into loud lamentations. 

44 0! Karnpei, K&mpei! my daughter is 
away and knows nothing of all this misery 
If only she were here to look upon you once 
more ere you die." 

44 Nay, nay, mother, let her know nothing 
of her father’s death, nothing of my death. 
She has gone to service for the sake of our 
lord Ycnya; and if she were told of all that 
has occurred, she might neglect her duties 
which would be like disloyalty to our dead 
chief. Let things remain as they are. And 
now," he resumed, 44 my mind is at ease j" 
and thrusting his sword into his throaty he 
fell back and died. 

Mothcb :—Son-in-law, son-in-law, alas ! 
alas I he is dead ! I there any one in tho world 
so wretched as I ? my husband murdered, my 
son-in-law, to whom I looked for support after 
my man’s death, a corpse before my eyes : 
my darling daughter separated from mo: 
none but myself, a poor old woman, left t why 
should I live all alone in the world P what 
have I to hope for ? O, Yoichibei, Ycichibei, 
would that I were with you." 

• A gold coin of considerable value Bee Appendix 
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Her sobs prevented further utterance for a 
time. At last mastering her emotion for a 
moment she struggled to her feet. 

“ Son-in-law, son-in-law, “ she exclaimed ’’ 
take me with you; ” and falling upon his bodj 
she embraced it convulsively, the teem raining 
down from her eyes as she gazed now on the 
corpse of her daughter's husband, now on that 
of Yoichibei, until at last exhausted by grief 
and despair she sank on the ground unable 
to utter a sound. 

Gotimox :—Come, mistress ; do not grieve 
so much. I know it is very hard to bear; but 
it may comfort you if I tell you that I shall 
inform our chief Ohoboshi of tho manner of 


Kampei's death. You had better keep this 
money, a hundred riyos in all. Twill buy a 
hundred masses—fifty for the repoeo of yoor 
husband’s soul, and fifty for that of your son- 
in-law’s ; and you will be able to have all the 
funeral ritee deoently conducted. And now,*’ 
continued Goyemon, “ we must take a IcaTc 
of you. Faro you well, mis trees.” 

“ Farewell! M repeated Yagoro. 

The two samurai then departed, the tears 
standing in their eyes ; while the mother of 
Okaru, aa she gazed after their retreating 
forms, could not refrain from weeping. 

End of Book VI. 




Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



27^ 


THE FAR EAST. 


THE HISTORY OP THE TOKUGAWA DYNASTY. 

TRANSLATED AND COMPILED IUOM THE JAPANESE ESPECIALLY PCS THE u FaE EAST." 
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(Continued from Pag* 253. ) 


CHAPTER 14 

Shooc* Yosoimune Toettoawa Tex-tchi-eo. 
HE Shogun YoshimunA was the third 
son of Kii Mitsusada, Prince of Kii-eiu. 
Ho became the eighth Shogun ; and hia reign 
was long and prosperous. Many interesting 
events happened during his reign. He is 
called the middle sovereign of the Tokugawa 
dynasty. 

In Japan there was of old a most ridiculous 
superstition that if, when a man was forty- 
one years of age, hia wife gave birth to a child, 
it was a euro omen that it would die in a few 
years. Thus it was usual to take children so 
bom from their parents directly they were 
bora. This was one of the strongest super¬ 
stitions among the Japanese. And Yoshi- 
mun6 was bora when his father was forty-one 
years of age. 

Hia father, Mitsusada, grieved about it a 
good deal; but he dared not oppose the su¬ 
perstition. He gave the infant to hia Minis¬ 
ter Sho-ken, who brought him up, and he 
became a fine healthy man. When he was 
eighteen years of age he fell in love with a 
maiden of the household, called Yuri; but 
after a time, feeling ashamed by the laughter 
of those about him, ho gave her a large sum 
of money, a handsome sword, and his stamp¬ 
ed acknowledgment, as a testimony, should 
ahe require it in future years; and under the 
pretence of sickness, she left the palace. 
This became the cause of one of the most 
remarkable events in his reign. 

The girl went to her mother's house in 
Kii-siu and there gave birth to a son. The 
mother Osan, and the girl were delighted; 
because Yoehimnne had promised if it were 
a boy, that ho would take care of its promo¬ 
tion in the public service at the proper time. 
The infant, however, only lived a few days, 
aud the girl died soon after her baby, leaving 


Oaan in deep grief. She took the things 
which Yoshimune had given her daughter, 
and took care of them moat sacredly. 

The province of Kii-siu had fallen to Yo- 
shimunA; all who would have inherited it 
more nearly, having died. He was acknow¬ 
ledged to be the true son of Mitsusada, and no 
one disputed his right. This was in the 
reign of Iyenobn the sixth shogun. At his 
death, in 1713, Yoehimnne became guardian 
of the youthful Iyetsagu ; but the lad, like 
his father, dying after a reign of only four 
years, left no immediate heir. There were 
three daimios related to the Tokugawa family, 
Owari, Kii and Mito. These were called the 
OoaankA, and from theae alone Iyeyat’ had 
willed that a sucoeasor should be named in 
case of the direct line failing. Practically 
the choice was limited to the two former 
houses, as Mito having married an enemy of 
Iyeyas, be had cut him off from the succes¬ 
sion. The daimio of Mito was, however, 
always called the Vice Shogun. On the 
death of Iyetsagu a great council of daimios 
was held in Yedo, and after many day's deli¬ 
beration, it was clearly proved that Yoshi- 
munA was the nearest to the deceased, and 
he was elected. This was in 1717. 

He was a most excellent ruler. He great¬ 
ly cherished the acts of peace, and promoted 
literature. During his reign, eveiyfcbing 
prospered; and many distinguished men 
arose. 

And now to return to the remarkable event 
arising out of his connection with the hand¬ 
maiden before-mentioned. I have already 
said that Oson treasured all the gifta Yoahi- 
munA had given her daughter. When Yoshi- 
munA became Shogun, she mourned the more 
for the loss of her daughter and grandson. 

There lived neit door to her a man named 
Kan-o, who practised divination. He had as 
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a pupil, an orphan boy named Hotaku—a re¬ 
markably clever lad, and of a mo at amiable 
disposition. Ho was bat eleven years of age, 
bnt he had intelligence of a man. He was 
constantly in Osan’s house ; and one day sbe 
looked at him fondly, burst into tears, and 
spoke of her grandson, had he lived, being 
just a lad as her The boy enquired all abont 
the dead infant and his mother; and was 
shewn the relics, so carefully laid by. When 
he understood about the written testimony 
of paternity, the wicked thought came into 
his mind that he would personate this child, 
and boldly declare himself the son of Yoshi- 
mon6 Ho was just twelvo years old; and 
from this may be recognised his daring spirit. 

In the summer of the samo year, he wont 
to an apothecary's shop for his master Kan-o, 
and managed to find out some large jars of 
cantharidee ; and without being observed, he 
abstracted a small quantity of it 

In the following winter, Hotakn sent one 
cold night to Osan some wine which made 
her very drunk; and whilst she slept he 
entered the house, strangled her, and posses¬ 
sed himself of the much-coveted articles. He 
then threw her body over the fireplace sunk 
in the floor, as if she had fallen over it in her 
drunkenness, and burnt to death. He then 
put some cape and the saki bottle carelessly 
near her, and returned to his master's house. 

Ho thought to himself that he would sure¬ 
ly be able to deceive the Shogun and all the 
officials by producing the gifts of Yoshimon6; 
but he feared lest his master might reveal 
who he really was. Kan-o, therefore, must 
die. Ho took an opportunity of sprinkling 
his food with the poison be bad stolen from 
the apothecary's shop; and after suffering 
intense agonies the poor victim yielded his 
life. 

Hotakn called the neighbours, and abed 
tears so abundantly, that no suspicions were 
roused. As there were no near relatives, 
be said that the boy should be his heir; 
but the Lad excused himself, saying, that his 
sole desire was to study ; and for that purpose 
be would wander over the country as a re¬ 
ligionist. Admiring his spirit, they gave 

him both ractaey and clothes for his journey, 
and ho set forth with his precious prises ; 
joyful to get away from ground where his 
crimes bad been of so deep a dye. But he 
did not consider himself Bafe, so long os any 
one know of his existence. On his arrival at 
the shore about 3 o'clock in the morning, he 
gave a dog some of his rice ; and as the poor 
beast ate it, he cruelly stabbed it with bis 
dagger. He then staunched the garments 
the neighbours had given him with the blood, 
and threw the dead dog into the sea. Leav¬ 
ing the clothes on the shore, be now fled, 
feeling assured that the neighbours would 
suppose him to be killed by a robber, and 
that his body had boon thrown into the bay. 

And so it was. The clothes were found ; the 
people thought him dead ; and the garments 
wero put into a public warehouse in case of 
their being required at any futuro time as 
evidence. Alter many years they becamo one 
of the obstructions which hindered the success 
of his deep-laid scheme. 

He arrived at the castle of Kumamoto in 

Higo ; and for several years, honestly served 
a merchant in that t:>wn. When ho was 
forty-two years of age, having by great seal 
and fidelity become one of the chief clerks in 
the bouse, and enjoying the good opinion of 
every one, bo was sent to collect a debt of 
one hundred rios, (a Urge sum in those 
days); and having received it, ho quietly 
appropriated it and taking the Bword and the 
soaled document, he absconded. 

He first journeyed towards Hiugo. One 
evening he found himself at sunset on a large 
pUin. The moon rose, and ho determined to 
travel on, though ho knew not whither. 

Coming at length to a shod covering an idol 
at a point where two paths met, he lay down 
and alept. When he awoke, he saw a man 
fully six feet high sitting cloeo to him and 
smoking. Nothing daunted, he took out his 
own pipe, filled it and asked for a light. 

After sitting a while gazing at each other, 
the man who was a robber, demanded his 
money. Hotakn gave him three rios. The 
man then made a grab at his bundle, and 
took all his money, the sword and the paper. 

He was on the point of turning to depart. 

f 
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when Hotaku resolved to die rather than lose 
the things which had cost him so much 
crime to secure. Patting forth all his 
strength, he seized hold of the man’s long 
sword, and then telling him tho nature of the 
things ho had taken, requested him to return 
them. He added, passionately, w Answer 
me—will you help me, or lose jour lifo ?" 
Ho was so fierce and determined that the 
man shrunk back. After a little parley, he 
agreed to return tho articles, and aid Hotaku 
in his plan. And so the robber Akagawa 
Daizen became his accomplice. They went 
to Nagato in Mioo; and Hotaku now began 
to lay his plans for action. 

They engaged many outlawed aamourai, 
amounting in all to fifty six ; and appointed 
each individual to a separate office. Hotaku 
appointed Daizen his prime minister; and 
intended to declare his name first at Osaka. 
All preparations were made ; among others, 
three purple curtains, on which were em¬ 
broidered holly-hocks the badge of the Toku- 
gawa family. That badge was respected 
with a kind of devotion. His coat and man¬ 
tle were also of purple with the same badge. 
Tbeir upper garments were of crape; the 
lower ones where white. The Norimono, 
such as is only used by a person of rank, was 
covered with gold loaves. Two of the at¬ 
tendants were his pages. He named himself 
Tokugawa Ten-ichibo; and under that namo 
I will henceforth speak of him. 

Thus organised, his band entered with him 
into the city of Osaka. Tho two articles be 
so much prized and relied on were carried in 
front of tho procession in a black lacquered 
box. He stopped at the house of a merchant, 
where he had the purple curtains spread. 
The people, full of surprise, went and gavo 
information to Toki, the officer who had 
charge of Osaka castle in the absence of the 
Shogun. Toki called Ten-ichibo, to examine 
him; but when he saw the writing and the 
sword, and heard the eloquence of the pre¬ 
tender, he was easily deceived. 

Ten-ichibo now publicly called himself the 
son of Yo*liimun6, and wherever he went the 
people bowed down to him. He borrowed 


money on his stamped promise to give to the 
lenders, territories, when he obtained his own. 
People wero so avaricious that he thus ob¬ 
tained without trouble 80,500 rios. 

He now advanced to Kioto ; and here con¬ 
ducted himself as he had done in Osaka. He 
succeeded in deceiving the Shogun's minis¬ 
ter ; and on similar promises obtained 70,000 
riyos. 

And now he considered the time had come 
for his entrance into Yedo, and seeking an 
interview with the Shogun himself. So did 
he comport himself on the road, that meeting 
the great daimio Sakai, sometimes called 
Geba Shogun, he actually made him bow 
down to him. In such state did he enter 
Yodo; and at Shiba he took up his quarters, 
spreading the purple curtains. His power 
had reached its zenith. 

But be could not so easily deceive the 
Yedo officers as he had done the other two. 
Here were many very clover men, and above 
all Ooka, the mayor of Yedo, who afterwards 
received from Yoshimune the title of most 
ezoclleot governor. To him the examination 
.of tho claims of Ten-ichibo was confided ; to 
ascertain whether he was the true son of tho 
Shognn or not. 

Ooka determined to find tho truth or to 
die. Bo he* called him in the Judgment 
court, and commenced the examination with 
Buch firmness that Ten-ichibo saw at onoo ho 
had met his match. 

After closely scrutinizing the two articles, 
which Ten-ichibo relied on as his main 
proofs, Ooka ordered him to remain at his 
lodgings until ho had made farther examina¬ 
tion. He then went himself to Kisiu, where 
Ten-ichibo stated that he was bora. He ex¬ 
amined the registries of the district, but did 
not find the name he sought; and so minute 
were his enquiries that be discovered the 
blood-stained garments which had been laid 
by in tho government warehouse with all the 
particulars respecting them so far as known 
by the people around. He thus satisfied him¬ 
self that the claimant was a great impoetor. 

Returning to Yedo, he had the garments 
hung up before Tcn-ichibo ; — and looking 
fiercely at him, exclaimed “ Thou art Hotaku 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


Ths TILLAGS OF TtCBUMA. 













Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



THE FAR EAST* 


277 


—the traitor.” The words were immediately 
carried throughout the palace. Tcn-ichibo 
taken entirely by surprise, though a man of 
wondrous audacity suddenly turned livid with 
emotion. All measures were prepared. Ho 
and his retinue were all captured; and after 
a solemn trial he was crucified at Shidzuga- 
mori. Some of his retainers shared his fate, 
and others were banished to tho island of 
Hatchijo (Fatsisio). 

If Ooka had not been the Mayor of Yedo 
at this time, Ten-ichibo would most likely 
have succeeded. 

Ooka was a small hatamoto by birth. But 
by his great talents be raised himself to the 
rank of ad ainmio, and was called by Yoshi- 
mnne moot excellent governor.* 

CHAPTER 15. 

The Rxtox or Itxshiue. 

FTER a prosperous reign of thirty 
years, Yoshimune resigned the office 
of Shognn in favour of his son Iycshigo; and 
died six years after his abdication. 

The reign of Iyeshige was prosperous and 
uneventful. He died in his bed after ruling 
Japan during seventeen years; and was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son Iychara, the tenth Shognn. 

In his reign there lived a remarkable man 
named Rinahu-he, He was a retainer of 
Mats'daira Mitsu no Kami, one of the 
eighteen Kokuahi Daimios. Rinshiu-ho sent 
in a proposal to the government, which 
caused much excitement. It was to the effect 
that he had studied well tho history of the 
Dutch, French and English; and observed 
how they were constantly reconnoitring the 
shores of Japan. The probability was that 
if they saw a favourable opportunity they 
would make an attack upon them. It was 
therefore advisable to make preparations for 
protection. He proposed to make strong forts 
all round the Japanese coast ; and offered to 
undertake them, and complete them within 
three years. But instead of his advice re¬ 
ceiving proper consideration, he was arrested 
and imprisoned for years ; and finally, this 

• In the Far East of 1673, oar readers will see 
the Story of M The wise mijor of Yedo/' This is the 
same Ooka 


great man was banished to tho island of 
Ycso. 

During this reign, many illustrious and 
patriotic men appeared ; but such was the 
reception that any suggestions for tho good 
of the country received, that almost all shared 
the fate of Rinsbu-h6. 

Thus was Japan wrapped in darkness ; and 
injustice and oppression were too common. 
Ignorance and extravagance hail full sway; 
and led to results that might havo been ex¬ 
pected. 

The authority and tho wealth of Tokngawa 
had reached an enormous pitch at this time. 
Nothing could oppose them. Their extrava¬ 
gance was copied by the Daimios, and all the 
court and nobles spent their time in a deli¬ 
rium of gaiety. 

Tho rich common people also indulged in 
expensive pleasures, but there were lines 
drawn which they might not pass. 

The chief dress of the Japaneso in those 
days, as now, was a long loose robe, fastened 
firmly round tho body, with a cotton or silk 
girdle; and over that a mantle tied in front 
w'ith a twisted ribbon. Their clogs or getas 
were much as now. Men of rank wore no- 
shime on ceremonial occasions, with kami- 
shimo. 

They were waited on by many attendants, 
one of whom Bat constantly behind his lord, 
bearing his sheathed Bword in his hand. 

In winter the people went with their heads 
uncovered; but iu summer they used hats 
made cither of bamboo or Indian rattan. 
These were fixed on by ties nnder the chin. 
Tho hair was gathered and tied in a bunch 
nearly in the shape of a dragon-fly; the fore¬ 
part of the top being shaven. The forelock 
was worn by boys until the ago of 15, at 
which age they underwent the ceremony of 
shaving it off. They WTro then rc-named, 
and were considered to have reached man¬ 
hood. In the fashions of the females there 
is not much change from those times to these. 
They wore in their hair ornamentul pins and 
combs, made of gold, silver or tort«use-shell. 
Their clothes were not unliko those of the 
men, except that they bound the body round 
with a very broad girdle (called nn obi), and 
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shewed their taste bj the different style* of 
tying them. Three obi were over three yards 
long. The ladies of nobles and samonrai 
wore hakamaa, like the men ; bnt the lower 
classes wore aprons instead. 

The Japanese from the most ancient times 
have always taken three meals a day : morn¬ 
ing, midday, and evening. Their principal 
food is rioe, fish, aiui tea. The flesh of ani¬ 
mals has only lately boon introduced. They 
oat with two sticks, called by them hashi , 
by foreigners chop-*tieJu. Tbe morning meal 
of the common classes consisted of rice with 
a kind of eance made of beans called muso- 
shiru, and daikon (a large kind of radish), 
or leaves of various plants, such as rape, tur¬ 
nip, cabbage, Ac., pickled in salt and bran— 
very offensive to the smell. The noonday 
meal consisted of fish or vegetable with rice, 
and the evening was the principal one of all. 
The poor sometimes feed on an insect they 
find in the rice-fields, sweet potatoes, and the 
leaves of various plants. The rico is general¬ 
ly boiled in tbe morning for the day's snpply. 
As soon as it is ready, and before they begin 
to eat, they offer a portion to the Buds'-dan 
or family altar One sect of Buddhists called 
Monto-shu, offer it on a brazen cup, on which 
the rice is jeaped as high as possible like a 
pyramid. They have a custom of 14 eating 
healths ” to their absent parents, and a table 
with provisions is set on the Tokonoma (tbe 
raised recess in most rooms). This provi¬ 
sion, so offered, was afterwards eaten by tbs 
wife or eldest child. 

The people have always been remarkable 
for personal cleanliness. When they go on a 
visit* th© host receives them in the porch at 
the entrance of the boose, and bows low, ac¬ 
cording to the respect due to them. General¬ 
ly three tables were set before each gocst at 
a good entertainment; and they were amused 
by dancing and singing girls who play the 
guitar with three strings; and mirth and 
cheerfulness abounded. 

Girls were supposed to have arrived at 
womanhood at 13. Married woman blacked 
their teeth with a staff called O-hagnro, and 
shaved off their eycbrowB. The 0-hagurx> 
was carefully kept on the kitchen fireplace, 


and the owners had the greatest disliko to 
sharing theirs with any other pAson, They 
suppose that if they do so, their wealth will 
lessen; and be taken by the recipient. 

And, now, I return to more important 
matter*. The Shogun was the chief of the 
Buko or samonrai; and the oommander-in- 
chief of all the troops in Japan. The title of 
Sei-i means to punish or reduce the foreign 
barbarians. 

The revenue of the Tokugawa Shogun was 
Eight millions of kokns of rioe. The number 
of Daimios was 260, and that of the Uata- 
motoa 80,000. The largest Dai mio was Kaga, 
whose revenue exceeded 1,000,000 kokn. 
The other Daimios had incomes varying from 
700,000 to 10,000 koku ; and the Hatamotos 
from 10,000 to $0 kokn. The chief of the 
latter was called Yokota. All the Shogun's 
territories over the whole Empire had been 
subdivided. Those of the Daimios and Hata¬ 
motos had been given them by the Shoguns, 
so that they might never revolt from them. 
This was attributed to the advice of Okubo 
Hikoz&yemon, the brave and faithful servant 
of Iyeyas, who has been previously men¬ 
tioned. There were about forty lieutenants 
or deputies under the Shogun who were call¬ 
ed Dai Kuwan. These superintended the 
affairs of tho estates or brifs belonging to the 
Shogun. They had a multitude of retainers. 
They were principally Hatamotos, and under 
them were vast numbers of officers. They 
oppressed the farmers greatly; but the latter 
were unable to avoid it, and bowod down to 
them as if they were gods. Indeed all who 
held office under the Shogun exercised im¬ 
mense influence and power, frequently over 
men far higher in actual rank than themselves. 

Tho tea which was provided for the Shogun 
was that of U-ji, of Yamashiro state. Many 
high offioers were sent there every year, 
escorting a silver jar to contain the tea. This 
jar was regarded with great reverence. Every 
road where it should pass, was guarded close¬ 
ly that no accident should befall it. People 
were not allowed to see it; but had to bow 
their heads to the ground when it passed. 
As they rose, thoy drew a long breath and 
thanked God it had got so far safely. By 
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these facts, the power of tho Tokugawa Sho¬ 
gun may be seen. 

CHAPTER 16. 

Death of Itehaia.—Nakatama. 

HE tenth Tokugawa Shogun, Iyeharo, 
died after a prosperous reign of twenty- 
five yean. Ho left no direct heir; so Hibotau- 
bashi, one of the Gosankid, who was his 
nearest relation, became tho eleventh Shogun 
of tho Tokugawa line, under the titlo of Iye- 
nam. Just after his succession, tho Mikado 
Go-Momoaono-in desired that his father as 
Daij6-tenno should have an allowance of 1,000 
koku and 2,000 bags of rice every year ; but 
he could not afford to give this out of his 
own inoome, which only amounted to 20,000 
koku. He ordered tho Shogun, therefore, to 
supply it; but he would only comply after a 
very long delay, unless on condition of four 
concessions being made to him by the Mikado. 
These were t— 

1. —When any Daimio or Hatamoto should 
meet any Mikado's courtier on the road, un¬ 
less he were actually on his way to the castle 
from the Emperor, the latter should yield 
precedence to the former. 

2. —The Shogun shall not bo required to 
send a messenger to Kioto except on the oc¬ 
casion of the imperial marriage. 

3. —Though tho Mikado's prerogative is to 
give rank, it shall bo exclusively with the 
Shogun to give Balary or power. 

4 . —An order of the Mikado, when un¬ 
reasonable, tho 8hogun may rescind. 

These would have immensely added to his 
alreodj kingly power. A council of all the 
kuges or nobles of the Mikado's court above 
the rank of Jijiu, assembled at the palace at 
Kioto. A few were bold enough to oppose 
the articles; but many feared the power of 
the Shogun and were for yielding. Tbcro 
was one, however, who had no Buch fears. 
Nakayama Motochika, Dainagoo, proposed 
boldly to oppose them in person at Ycdo. 
The prime minister opposed him ; thinking 
that he would certainly fail, and then that 
the Mikado would be obliged to yield to even 
more humiliating conditions. “ My life shall 
answer for my success,” said Nakayama. 


Enjoining upon him the greatest possible 
caution, the Mikado consented to Nakayama** 
departure. He left Kioto and arrived at tho 
Denso—or yashiki appropriated to tho mes¬ 
sengers from the Mikado. On a certain day, 
he went to the castle, and boldly passed along 
a vast hall called Ojiroma, where many dai- 
mios and high officers were ranged in order. 
He reached the screen of fino strips of bam¬ 
boo, behind which Iyenarn Shogun was sit¬ 
ting. The Oorojin Matsudaira Yetchin no 
Kami exclaimed, "Take a lower seat, Sir 
Nakayama; the Shogun is present.” 44 For 
whom ? ” asked Nakayama contemptuous!}. 
44 For the Shogun,” answered Yetchin; ” here 
is the mandokoro.” 44 Silence ! ignorant fel¬ 
low,” said Nakayama fiercely. 44 The office 
for transacting government business at Kioto 
is the mandokoro ; bat this is too unclean a 
place to bend the head.” He added, looking 
angrily at the fine bamboo screen, 44 It is 
equal to treason to copy the Imperial Bcreen. 
If you will Baiute me by rolling up the screen, 
I will return the civility.* 4 Having said much 
more to the some effect he left tin) palace and 
returned to tho Donso. All were taken aback 
by his extreme boldness, and at the next 
council, none dared to oppose him. Thus he 
successfully performed his message, and re¬ 
turned back to Kioto with a promise from the 
Shogun to make the desired contribution. 

CHAPTER 17. 

Tns Shogun’s Court, and Gojieisax. 

LL things continued to be prosperous 
throughout tho reign of Iyenara; and 
tho wealth and power reached a higher pitch 
than it over did before or since. Tho Shogun 
was appointed Doijo Daijin by the Mikado, 
who also gave him his immediate eleven 
vassals as his own, which is considered in 
Japan the highest honour he could bestow. 
Since Yoritomo and Ashikaga held the rank 
of Shogun, no one of them had held the office 
of Daijo Daijin. Iycnaru alone, of all the 
Shoguns, had it conferred upon him. 

The maid-servants who served in his palace 
were upwards of a thousand in number; and 
he had seven wives. They were allowed to 
dress in whatever style they liked; even 
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though ha sometime* happened, they chose 
that of a courtezan. 

The clothe* worn bj the Shogun after onoe 
or twice using them, were given to his atten¬ 
dants Thus he scattered the money his an¬ 
cestors had accumulated — often bozos of 
money being carted out by his officers, under 
tho name of dirt and rnbbish. The govern' 
meat officers became like so many banditti; 
and the Shogun's retainers only occupied 
in amusement and in lording it prondly over 
the Matamono or Daimio's servant*. They 
forgot the glorious deeds by which their an- 
oeetors had risen ; and many were obliged to 
pledge all the precions things and valued 
arms they inherited. They thought it honour¬ 
able to know nothing about the value of 
money; wasted their t me in idleness, and 
never did anything worthy or remembrance. 

Thus, extravagance and negloct led to the 
decline of the Tokngawa power. 


were on a scale of grandeur never before wit¬ 
nessed in the Empire. He was interred at 
T6yeizan Kuwany^ju Ooyeno, the procession 
covering the entire distance from the Castle 
to the monastery. His corpee was conveyed 
in a coffin lacquered with vermillion, upon a 
car made to otter a sound of sorrow as it 
moved, ^his kind of car is called Naki- 
guruma—weeping cart. The expense* of the 
funeral exceeded 30,000 no*. He died in 1837. 

Iyeyoahi, the 12th Shogun, reigned 17 
years, and died in 1854 

Iyesada, his son, the 13th of the dynasty, 
died in 1858, after a reign of nearly five years. 

Iyemochi, the 13th Tokngawa, held the 
title until 1807, when he died a i Osaka ; and 
Yoehihisa, better known as Hitotsubaahi, suc¬ 
ceeded him only to be hurled from power by 
the revolution that took place early in 1868. 

Thus the Tokngawa dynasty saw fifteen 
generations of ruler* ; and held the reins of 
power for a period of 266 years. 


CHAPTER 18. 


The Gobojiu Ycrcniu no Kami, and Death 
or Iyezaru. 

UIUNG nearly the whole of Iyenaro’a 
reign, Mitsudaira Yetcbiu no Kami, 
of whom I have already spoken, administered 
the office of Gorojiu. He was a wise and 
famous man, and disapproved of all this ex¬ 
travagance. He resolved to stop the Gojiki- 
san in this career of folly, neglect, and 
extravagance. He forbade them to wear silk 
clothes under pain of death, and made them 
bring to his house all tho costly things pos¬ 
sessed by the people, whoso symptuonane*a 
had reached so high that they habitually wore 
gold lacquered clogs. These he burned to 
aebo*—the fire lasting throo entire days. So 
bitter was bis opposition to tho luxury and 
folly around him, that the citizens ronsed 
themselves and attacked his house; and he 
was finally compelled to resign his office. 

Shortly after the resignation of Genshin, 
the Shogun Iyenaru abdicated in favour of 
his son Iycyoshi. Iyenaru died four years 
after his abdication. His funeral obsequies 


I/ENVOL 

To the Editor of Tfli Fa* East : 

Sir, —I am much disappointed that I am 
unable to bring down the History of tho 
Tokngawa Family to the close. It is, how¬ 
ever, forbidden by the government. The 
Kinsei Shiriaku, which oontains all this latter 
information—viz., from the 12th Shogun to 
the revolution of 1868—is oat of print, and 
it is also forbidden by th? government. But 
a work is being prepared under the auspice* 
of the government, which will minutely de¬ 
scribe the event* of this eventful period. My 
friends inform me that it will be completed 
in a few months. 1 sh all keep watch for it, 
and directly it is published, shall translate it 
for The For Ecut , with my whole heart. 

Pray pardon all my short-comings, which 
are very many. 

THE TRANSLATOR OF 

THE TOKUOAWA HISTORY 
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hats often bed to remark on the 
passing away of “ old things" in 
Yedo. To any old resident in Japan who 
had seen tho city, as it was under the Sho¬ 
guns te, and who after a long absence should 
see it now, the change would be striking—in 
one sense, painfully striking; and it would 
tako a little time for such an one to reason 
himself into an admission that tho change is 
for the better. Ail the handsomest of the 
old castle gates are destroyed; only one or 
two of them haring any portion still stand¬ 
ing ; and the stones which of oltf excited so 
much admiration on account of their size, 
and the labour that mnst have been required 
to place them in position, have been, and are 
being, used for bridges and other structures. 
Walk from one end of Tokei to tho other, 
and yon cannot oome upon such a fine old 
temple gate as that of the Monseki Temple 
in Tskiji, destroyed in the great firo of the 
3rd April, 1872, always of courso excepting 
such elaborate gateways as stand at the en¬ 
trances to the Shogun’s shrines, which were 
altogether of a different character* This may 
be seen on reference to the pictures opposite 
page 268 and 276. In place of the old ya- 
ahikis, which were tho distinguishing feature 
of Yedo, there are now either cleared spaocs 
or long lines of shops, into which the nayayae, 
the long external buildings, have been con¬ 
verted. Tho towers which gave a martial 
appearance to the castle, are nearly all re¬ 
moved, and barracks in red brick and of for¬ 


eign design hold the prominence once pos¬ 
sessed by them. As to the most pictorcsquo 
and original sight in the old city—the my¬ 
riads of two-sworded men—the processions 
of nobles and gentlemen, each with trains 
numerous according to their rank or impor¬ 
tance, and the kind of awe with which these 
were met, there is nothing in any way to 
remind one of them. A two-sworded man, 
is something to be turned round and looked 
upon, for its strangeness ; and all the life 
that is seen is like that of other cities—tho 
busy life of commerce. 

Tho portion of the city burnt in the great 
fire before alluded to, is now beginning to 
shew itself risen from the ashos. A boule¬ 
vard, nearly a mile in length, reaches from 
the Railway terminus at Shimhaahi, to Kiyo- 
bashi; and although the houses are small— 
such as would be thought little of as a back 
street of a London suburb—still they are 
wondronaly in advance of any other street in 
the Far East, and shew the ambition of the 
Japanese to have a creditable city. 

The picture opposite page 284 the castle of 
Kioto might be any other great castle from 
tho similarity which pervades them all. The 
towers are mere plaister on a strong wooden 
framing, which did very well for tho days of 
bows and sjtowb, bat would be utterly useless 
for modern defence. 

Tsuitnu, & village about twelve miles from 
Yokohama, on the road to Tana, is woll 
known to all who visit Ooyama and Maiyn- 
naahi, as one of their halting places. 
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THE PERIOD. 

Moxthlt Notw from Local Press. 


Tor xew Temperance Hall was opened on 
Otli July ; Sir Harry S. Parke*, K.C.B., oc¬ 
cupying tbo chair. 

The Kaisbi Oakxo, and other government 
schools have been lately holding their exami¬ 
nation*. and are now in vacation until the 
beginning of September. 

The Deliberative assembly commences ita 
sitting* in September. 

There is a report, that the Japanese have 
left the Island of Saghalien and gone to 
Yeso. It has been publicly mentioned for 
some days, and not contradicted. 

The wocld-bf. assassins of Iwakura, late¬ 
ly the Japanese Ambassador to Foreign 
rowers, haro been decapitated. 

Tux continued spell of wet weather we 
have experienced for more than « fortnight 
culminated between 9 and 10 o’clock last eight 
(loth) in one of the most violent storms of 
rain and wind which Yokohama has ever ex¬ 
perienced. The rain camo down in sheets, and 
the wind which accompanied it was something 
to he felt. The glaa^ fell rapidly, and touched 
a very low point. The U. 8. Flagship Hart¬ 
ford was prevented proceeding outwards, 
partly on account of the weather, but mainly 
because of the inability of the officers who 
were ashore to get aboard ; as no bo At, even 
of considerable si re, could have safely ven¬ 
tured on tho harbour. The S. 8. Etttpona, 
also outward bound, had to put back. Main 
Street and most of those in the Settlement 
presented the spectacle of uninterrupted 
sheets of water, and locomotion, in the rare 
instance* where it was necessary, could more 
easily have been performed by boat than 
otherwise. The native quarters in all direc¬ 
tions around Yokohama as a rule lie very low, 
and considerable destruction of property must, 
as a consequence, have taken place. But 
the most dire catastrophe of the night oc¬ 
curred between 10 and II o’clock, at Ishi- 
kawc, at a spot immediately under the Bluff, 
mostly inhabited by very poor coolies. At 
about tho hour named, the huge cliff, 
supped and undermined ubove and below, 
gave n ay, and tho mass of earth, gravel, rocks, 
and tmes, to tho extent of many hundreds 
of toua, without a momenta warning 


was precipitated on the hovels below, 
burying beneath its vast weight the sleep¬ 
ing inmatea, who had no time to escape, 
and must have met, mercifully, an instant 
death. Oangs of labourer* ace to day em¬ 
ployed in removing the d*6ri$ t for the pur¬ 
pose of recovering the bodies, but as yet 
comparatively little has been done, and we 
are unable to give full particulars. When, 
our reporter left the scone of the disaster 
eight bodies had been recovered, but some 
ten or twelve are known to be missing. 
Fifteen or twenty houses have been covered 
by the failing mass. The sky at the 
moment of writing is sereno, and the present 
state of the weather gives little or no indica¬ 
tion of the turbulence of the elements so 
recently exhibited with such terrible effect. 

The Japanese Government has appealed 
to the Circuit Court of California, against the 
recent decision of Mr. Vice-Consul Mitchell, 
in the United States Consular Court here, in 
re its action against the Pacific Mail 8. 8. 
Co., to recover $10,250 damages for alleged 
breach of contract. 

Tn* Rev. Ernest J. Kitels very interest¬ 
ing book-series of lectures on Buddhism, 
wL-~h was published in Hongkoog, has been 
translated by a Japanese into his own tongue, 
and is now meeting with a good sale. 

A temple has been erected on the site 
of an old castle in the province of Kodzuke, 
where Nitta Yoshisada lived 550 years ago, 
and dedicated to the memory of that colo¬ 
brated man. The government granted the 
ground freely, and workmen were engaged 
from Tokei, that the edifice should bo worthy 
of the man, the fame of whose virtues has 
descended through so many generations. 

Ox Tuesday evening lost, (7th.) Mr. E. W. 
Clark of the Kaieei Gakko had the distinguished 
honour of presenting before the Emperor at 
the Palace those beautiful views of many coun¬ 
tries which lately he exhibited at the N&taI 
College for the benefit of the pupils, and, not 
long ago, as will be well in the memory of our 
readers, at the Gaiety Theatre. The stereop- 
ticon, by means of which the pictures are 
thrown on the screen, was illuminated by the 
magnesium light, and the effect was perfect. 
The Imperial party was very numerous, cor.- 
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stating of at least as many ladies aa gentlemen, 
and thcro was no attempt to conceal the grati¬ 
fication they experienced. The room prepared 
for the occasion was that ordinarily used for 
receptions, The Imperial Marine Band was in 
attendance. 

Ywithout, (9th) mu* Shizoku of Kochi Ken 
(Toaa samourai), were beheaded,for the dastardly 
attack on Iwakura at Kuichigai on tho 14th 
January lust. It will bo remembered that the 
U-dagiu was leaving the Imperial palace about 
9 o’clock that evening in his carriage, when he 
was set upon and wounded, and one of his 
bettoos killed. He, himself, only escaped by 
falling down tho embankment into the moat, 
wheie he remained a long time before he con- 
aidcred it aufe to call for assistance. The 
judgment delivered by the Shihoeho is very 
short: 

M You felt very angry at tho abandonment 
of the Corcan Expedition, and formed a con¬ 
spiracy to agitate the government by treacher¬ 
ously killing Iwakura U-daijin, whom you 
attacked at Kuichigai on the night of the 14tli 
January. Your sentence is, that you be de¬ 
graded from the Shizoku class, and suffer death 
for your crime.” 

Tdkhb is a rumour current in Ycdo that the 
Japanese inhabitants of the island of Saghodien 
have all left and retired to tho island of Yczo : 
no public notification has, however, appeared 
relative to it. 

It is estimated that there arc now about 
eighty Germans living in Tokio. 

Fcioat last (10th), in spite of the raiu, was a 
great day at Asakusa temple. From early mor¬ 
ning, thousands of devotees wended their way to 
the temple, to say their prayers and buy umulcts 
of various sorts to protect themselves against 
all tho ills, fancied or rcul, which flesh is lj-ir 
to. Asakusa temple has long been known for 
ita standard attractions in tho way of £«►!* 
reputed to be specially gracious to suppliants, 
and shrines from which bare come tho m./*t 
efficacious influences. Tho wooden statue 
which has been rubbed by all true believers 
until nose and ccrs and mouth have totally 
disappeared, still enjoys unabated public favor 
and patronage, but, on Friday of lest week, new 
attractions and pious catch-pennies wero offer¬ 
ed for sale. These wore charms to secure the 
pnrehosers from the dangers of thunder ! The 
charms wero three-cornered pieces of folded 
paper, inside which was a slip of paper printed 


with Sanscrit characters. On tho outside were 
some Chinese characters in black, and some 
cabalistic marks in red : thousands of these were 
soM during the day. They are \o be put over the 
doors of dwellings, and the protecting capacity 
of these bits of paper is supposed to be equal 
to a thousand lightning-rods. Indeed, it is 
quite possiblo that the majority of tho simple 
folk who buy tbo charms are not at oil aware 
that thunder neither strikes nor hurts any¬ 
body. In addition to tho rich harvest of cop¬ 
per gathered from tho silo of tho anti-thunder 
packets, a fat revenue was derived from tho 
coins exchanged for morsels of the rice which 
had been offered for tho gods. Notwithstand¬ 
ing all tho mutations of time, the work of 
foreign influences, and the desperate attempts 
of ziwlous Shinto propagators, tho old temple 
of Asakusa,—judging from tho dense throng of 
worshippers present on Friday last, has lost 
uouo of its fame or sanctity. 

Some years ago, the Rev. Dr. Martin of 
Pekin, China, wrote a work on tlic Evidences 
of Christianity, expressly for the Chinese ; 
meeting their objections and explaining the 
peculiar difficulties to the reception of the 
Christian system of faith which present them¬ 
selves to the Chi:ieso mind. The work \\n* 
not only pronounced mn-t excellent by foreign 
scholars, but Ins had n:i immense side in 
Chin i. In Japan it is well known, and sell** 
steadily. Ilwvatly, a Japanese in Tokio has 
had it translated, and lu< begun the publica¬ 
tion of it, simply as a business venture. The 
book is gotten up in fine Japanese stylo, in 
tho mixed Cliiiie*o and Japanese character, 
and will bo in three volumes, of which one is 
now out. That a Japanese merchant should 
think it worth while to invest in the publica¬ 
tion of such a work seems to point to a large 
reading-public, to whom such works ore con- 
| gcuial. As far us the intellectual aspects of 
i the struggle for the introduction of Chris¬ 
tianity into Japan go, the signs of the txnm 

I point hmord stcidv triumphs. Tho recent, 
iu;:.imru:U*»ry r.nti-Chris turn boo’; published 
in Tokio, port of which was trannhtjd in the 
i.aIti J seems to liavc Ivon, a sort of 

which Ins damaged tho writer's 
own cause by creating a recoil in the minds 
of the Japanese against the user of such 
violent abuse. It has also called tho atten¬ 
tion of hundreds to a subject almut which 
they formerly never erred to inquire. One 
thing seems quite certain, that the day of 
settling religious questions by mere abuse 
• and misrrp»v.-cntntio:i is over. stud, hereafter, 
all jKirtic* must svlt’c their question by up- 
| peal to truth, and by fair argument. 
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Tki Tokio friends of Dr. Wheeler have 
subscribed for a testimonial, as a token 
of the os teem and regard in which he was 
held by his numerous well-wishers in the 
Capital. Yesterday, a deputation waited on 
him, and handed over the pieco of plate which 
had been selected for presentation. The fol¬ 
lowing address accompanied the testimonial, 
and the Dr. repliod as chronicled below: 

To Edvih Whexlkr, Esq , M.D., L.R.C.P., 
L.R.C.S. Ed. 

81*—We have been deputed by the resi¬ 
dents of Tokei to express to you the sincere 
regret which we have all felt at your removal 
from among us. During your stay in Tokei, 
your professional skill and unwearied atten¬ 
tion to your patients have won for you the 
lasting gratitude of many, and the regard and 
esteem of all of us ; whilo your frank and 
manly disposition has made you many friends 
among those who have never bad need of your 
professional services. Wc feel that we can¬ 
not allow you to leave us without endeavour¬ 
ing in some measure to mark our sense of 
the obligations which bind us to you, and we 
have therefore subscribed for the purchase of 
s piece of plate, which may serve to remind 
yon of the numerous friends and well-wishers 
you have left behind in Tokei. We assure 
yon that yon will always be warmly remem¬ 
bered by ua, and that you bear with yon our 
most hearty wishes for your future happiness 
and prosperity. 

Signed, for the t sidents of Tokei, 

C. A. McV^ajt. A. L. Doroiss. 

W. G. Abtok. G. F. Yx&bbcx. 

C. Shepherd. H. B. Jorum. 

Reply. 

Geptlemk*, —I thank you moat sincerely 
for the kind words you have spoken of me, 
and for the handsome gift with which you 
have accompanied them. It did not require 
this substantial mark of your regard to oc¬ 
casion me pleasant memories of the time I 
had the good fortune to spend amongst you 
in Tokio. It will be impossible for me ever to 
forgett he genuine kindneseee I have experienced 
and the true friendships I have had the hap¬ 
piness to form with yon daring my stay there. 

To yourselves, personally, and to the many 
other fellow- residents in the Capital who have 
joined with you in the manifestation of re¬ 
gard, I beg to tender my warmest thanks. 

EDWIN WHEELER. 

07, Yokohama, July 14th, 1874. 

About 3 o'clock this morning, the house oc¬ 
cupied by CapL Martin, No. 239, Bluff, was 


broken into by two Japanese burglars, and s gold 
watch, brooches, and other trinkets, and pro¬ 
perty of a miscellaneous character taken. Capt 
Martin went after the dorobo , but they man¬ 
aged to eecape through the gate of the lot 
owned by M{. Bndgens, and got clear away. 
In jumping the fence into the next compound 
they dropped some of the plunder. Their foot¬ 
steps were traced towards Omanoma. Complaint 
was laid at the Beibansho, and, mirabile diet s, 
some of the property has since been recovered. 
The jewelry, being portable, they managed to 
stick to. 

Feom the 15th to the 19th June, the photo¬ 
graphs of the Mikado and Kogoo (Emperor 
and Empress) were exhibited to the public is 
the Custom House, Hakodate. No less than 
10,822 people went to see the pictures of 
their Majesties during those five days. 

Ox the night of the 5th insk, a samourai 
was looking at the fireworks from the Rio 
goku bridge. Feeling a man’s hand in his 
pocket, in the act of drawing forth property 
which he objected to have so abstracted, he 
seized the fellow, and, quick as thought, 
threw him ovci^into the river. He reported 
the matter, but to this day it remains uncer¬ 
tain whether the pickpocket was drowned or 
not. 

At Biixn-micvi, Tokei, a shopkeeper named 
Takahisa possessed a wife who was so idle 
and lazy tost he constantly had to remonstrate 
with her. A few days ago, ho threatened to 
put her away unices she altered her lasy 
habits. The woman surprized and horrified 
at the idea of his separating from her, impul¬ 
sively seised a knife, and there and tnen 
stabbed herself. She died, and the man gave 
himself up to the police. He was examined, 
and was ordered to pay a fine of two rioe and 
a half, in satisfaction for his crime ! 

A coolie, digging in the monastery of Ho- 
senji, a few days ago, came upon a cache of 
107 rios. The head priest, being informed of 
it, said that the money belonged to him, as he 
had buried it years ago. But the coolie did 
not appear to see it, and took the matter 
before the judicial officers, who, on hearing 
the case, decided that the money should be 
divided between the parties, the coolie getting 
& fair half. 

A w*m* in a native paper says:— 44 1 have 
much leisure, and frequently stroll through 
the streets of Tokei. I find that there are 


Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




THE FAR EAST 



Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


Domestic Faomomt. 






































Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



THE FAR EAST. 


285 


botch 44 ugly " customs existing, amid all our 
civilization. 

1st.—At the bridges, squares and corners 
of roads, there are a number of boisterous jin- 
rikisha coolies who aek people to ride, after 
following them a considerable distance, and 
sometimes, if unsuccessful, ending in abuse. 

2. —Many fortune-tellers or physiognomists 
are seen in every street, dressed in a dirty 
mantlo and loose t roweers, and wearing two 
swords. Some of them <x>ver their face with 
a deep Japanese hat. These fellows beguile 
the superstitions with their false prognosti¬ 
cations. 

3. —Poems or songs are recited in the streets 
both of Yedo and Yokohama, speaking ill of 
the government and its officials. 

4 . —Young and old men and women sit 
at the side of the streets, playing on the 
fiddle or guitar, and begging for money. 

5. —The citizens of Tokei form large pro¬ 
cessions and wander through the city, drum¬ 
ming, and carrying silk and paper banners. 

6. —Bet toes, in an ugly dress and with 
naked feet, ride their masters' horses. 

7. —The people have no uniformity in their 
head-dress or clothing. 

I hope the government will issue a strict 
charge to change these ugly customs, which 
are a disgrace to our empire. 1 ' 

Th* followtxo amusing bit of 44 sporting 
intelligence" comes veritably from the Shi- 
man£ Ken: 

About the middle of June, a combat took 
place between a fox and a snake, at the 
foot of a maple tree, within the temple 
grounds of Gisshidji in Soto-naka-wara, 
Matauyc. The fight began by the snake 
rearing its head perpendicularly, to spring at 
and bite the fox. The fox cunningly dodged, 
and made a feint for the reptile's head, thuB 
raised. Snake repeated the manoeuvre, and 
fox tried again. Third round, fox got snake's 
head in chancery; snake wound his body 
tightly round foxs neck. Fox shook his neck 
violently and dislodged him at last. The 
snake would have been unable to come to 
time, for it lay half dead, with the bites and 
the shaking; but the fox was unwilling to 
prolong the conflict, for, so soon as be had 
shaken off the snake, he didn't wait to see 
the effect, but ignominiously turned tail, and 
scampered off aa fast as possible, leaving, 
therefore, the snake the master of the situa¬ 
tion. 

Some years ago, a young bouse belonging 
to this temple killed a snake; and, shortly 
afterwards, the consort of the deceased (!) got 


an opportunity, bit the yonng bonze, and 
strangled him, by winding his body round 
and round the boy's neck ! ! 1 

A rots having, iu May last, destroyed 216 
houses in the village of Karowa, province of 
Ugo, a rich farmer named Imano has given 
to all the poor people who oould ill afford to 
rebuild their houses the larger timber neoes- 
aary for the purpose. The timbers numbered 
in all over five hundred pieces. The Naimu- 
sho, having heard ofhis timely generosity, 
have ordered him a roward. 

Thulb rbsldm at Kaniye,. Owari, an old 
woman, 106 years old. She was a seller of 
tea in the reign of lyeharu, the tenth Toku- 

f awa Shogun. Her husband died twenty¬ 
re years ago, when she was 81 years of age. 
She is still cheerful and lively, walking firm¬ 
ly as ever, and with hardly any wrinkles on 
her face. Truly, a remarkable old lady. 

The Chiji of Tokei-fu notifies that, from the 
7th of this month, the Kaitakushi Gardens 
at Awoy&ma are open freely to the people, 
on their observing the rulee providing for 
good order. They may not, however, enter 
the glase-houses without permission; but, on 
application to the proper offioers, they may 
buy plants and vegetables. 

Hxb Hiomrxss Sei Kan-in no Miya, aunt 
of ths present Emperor, sister of tbs late 
Komei Ten no, and widow of Iyemitz', the 
MthTokugawa Shogun, (the predecessor of 
Ilitotz'-bashi) left Kiyoto on the 26th June, 
and travelled by the Tokaido to Kanag&wa, 
and thence by train to Shimbaahi. where she 
arrived on the 8th instant. Thence she went 
in an imperial carriage to Azabu, where a 
new house has recently been built for her. 

Thb icumbbr of mountains in Japan whoee 
sacred sides were left untrodden by the foot 
of man, in consequence of the deep-seated 
superstition of tho people, is gradually de¬ 
creasing. Kinuyama, lying on the boundaries 
of the provinces of Kudsfike and Shimo- 
tsuke, and at the distance of four ri from 
Nikko, was one of these. It was known 
that in this moan tain were many swamps, 
deemed holy, and called Kinu-numa. The 
sides are also densely oovered with forest; 
and the wild deer and wild swine have had 
their solitudes to themselves. 

At last, a priest summoned np courage and 
made an ascent. He was rewarded by find¬ 
ing a natural bath, which proves to bo 
modicinal and is declared to cure all 
diseases—but particularly headache! The 
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awamp* of tho mountain are the sources of 
the river Kinugawa, which rune at ite foot. 
High up the mountain, there is a piece of 
table land, about thirty square cho in extent 
There are no less than forty-eight aw&hipt 
on this plateau, the largest ol which is about 
700 feet in diameter, the smallest about SO. 
One peculiarity is, that tho water of each 
differs m colour from the rest. In one place 
called Yunosawa, there is a hot spring, which 
has its own special virtue*. Many of the 
people residing in the • neighbourhood aro 
still afraid to venture upon the hill side— 
saying that there is a fearful snake there, 
whose breath, should he be met with, would 
bo fatal. And many more hare refused to 
ascend until after abstaining from fish, flesh, 
or fowl for several days. 

A notification has boeu signed by Saojo 
Daijin, and sout to Kaitakusbi and all the 
Ken on the aea ooaat, to the effect that, 
H. M. B. Syleia having received permission 
to survey the South-East Coast, no opposi¬ 
tion muff be offered. 

The following list of names br which 
representatives of the various nationalities are 
known to Japanese will prove of interest to 
atndents of philology and others : 

LOrrml VWpar 

Englishman Yei-jin Igirisn-jin 

Frenchman Fatso-jin Franco-jin 

American Bey-jin America-jin 

Dutchman Ran-jin Oran da-jin 

Russian Ro-jin Orosia-jin 

Chinese S kina-jin Nankin-jin 

German Jitsn-jin Doitsn-jin 

Spaniard Han-jin Ispania-jin 

Portuguese Ho-iin Holtogaro-jin 

Prussian Fu-(or, Hai-) jin- 

The general connection between the names 
in common nsc and the Anglicised mode of 
pronunciation (barring tho inevitable diffi¬ 
culty of mouthiog the L and the U) will be 
sufficiently apparent. 

1-jin is the name applied indiscriminately 
to all foreigners, whether European or Ameri¬ 
can, Chinese or Negro; litendly, it means 
foreign, or strange, man. 

To-jin is applied to Chinese only, and took 
its name from the To dynasty of China 
(A.D. GOO), about wb ; cb time much improve¬ 
ment in tho belles leilres took placo iu Japan, 
and scholars were seat to China to acquire 
a knowledge of the arts and sciences. If the 
term be really applied opprobriously, by the 
lower-class Japanese, to foreigners, it mast 
lie through ignorance of its true meaning. Wo 
have heard the translation of the word given 
ns “ hairy foreigner/' 


On th* 10th inst., aproclamation was sign¬ 
ed by Ito ELiro-bumi, Kobukivo, to the effect, 
that,' hitherto the construction of telegraphs 
by private persons was not allowed; but now 
it will be permitted for people to construct 
branch lines to oonnect with the official lines, 
on application being made to tbe Kobnaho. 

Tax n dm bib of doctors officially reported 
to be in practice in Tokei is 1090. We Bup- 
pose this includes all classes of practitioners 
in the old and the new schools. 

Evekt one has heard of the celebrated sword 
Kusanagi, one of tbo throe articles, the pos¬ 
session of which has been handed down from 
one Mikado to another for many centuries, 
and which are supposed to confer sover¬ 
eignty on the possessor. It was originally 
worn by Yarns to dake no Mikoto; and is 
now in the tomple of A tents in Owari, where 
it is an object of worship. It has been noti¬ 
fied to the poople that this temple shall be 
held in the same respect as that of Is£, where 
the Mikado's ancestors are worshipped. The 
temple has been put in thorough repair, and 
a most solemn ceremony was performed at 
its re-dedication. 

Tat island of Miyake, near Ooshima, is one 
of thoao belonging to Japan attached to Aahi- 
gara Ken. On tbe 1st or 2nd of this month, 
one of its mountains broke out into eruption. 
Several houses hare been buried and destroyed, 
and many persons killed. This news is brought 
by senmen arrivod coastwise, hut we have our 
doubts os to the oxtent to which their imagina¬ 
tion may have operated. 

The article of fans has beopme one of 
considerable export. It is mentioned in a 
Japanese newspaper that one maker in Horn- 
ylchi-Xichome has just oomplotod an order 
for 80,000, aud 26,000 pioces of San tome, for 
one American house—tho amount of the 
order being 1830rioa. 41 No prosperity with¬ 
out exporting our productions/ says the 
editor; u even auch small things as fans find 
purchasers abroad.” 

Floods are reported during latt month in 
several parts of the oountry. At Kurum&, 
the Ohikugo river rose more than twenty feet 
above its ordinary level; and not only are 
many farms and houses greatly damaged, 
but several lives have been lost. On the 
departure of the mail, the waters were not 
sufficiently abated to obtain a full report of 
I all tho damage done. 
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A xattve paper, spooking of the resources 
of Japan, gives the following as a list of the 
number of various mines in tho Empire, 41 in 
proof that it is a rich country.** 


Gold mines .. 82 

Sand Gold. 4 

Silver mines. 118 

Copper *........... 300 

Iron ... 22 

Sand Iron r.203 

Tin. 6 

Lead mines. 52 

Blacklead ... 3 

Coal. 412 

Kerosene Oil. .. 182 

Crystal. 10 

Crystal of purple colour. 1 

Crystal of clack colour. 1 

Agate. 2 

Marble 10 

White Stone .. 1 

Spotted Stone . 2 

Flint . . 5 

Arsenic .............. 2 

Brimstone. 12 

Sulphate of Iron (!). 8 

Alum. 5 


Tn* okvicial register of people and houses 
at Kobe last month was: houses, 3,846 ; popu¬ 
lation, 8,554. Foreign residents, 332. 67 

houses are built on tho Foreign Concession. 


The War in Formosa. 

Takow, 20th June, 1874. 

The Japanese have made considerable pro¬ 
gress at Langkiaou, and now seem inclined 
to rest on their oars for a time. Of the 
oighteon tribes or villages between Lang¬ 
kiaou and the South Point sixteen have come 
to some terms, and have been given each a 
Japanese dag, with an inscription saying that 
they are friendly and are not to be molested. 
The villages of the Bawtans are held by the 
Japaneeo. The Bawtans themselves bave 
disappeared entirely, and it is not known 
what has become of them. The Japanese 
have occupied Hongkang, the next Chinese 
village north of langkiaou, and distant from 
it about five or six miloe. Hongkang is like 
Langkiaou, a detached village not under 
regular Chinese Government, and without 
safe land communication with the north. 
The inhabitants sent to ask the Japanese to 
come and protect them against the savages, 
and offered to find food for the detachment 
which should tako care of them. A camp 
has been formed on the East Coast, about 


opposite to Langkiaou. The island is only 
eight or nine miles broad there, and the men 
marched to the spot overland. A very small 
Chinese village at the extreme south of the 
island has been occupied. Tho IkUa has 
lately returned, with a large Quantity of 
stores, from Nagasaki, but with no more 
troops. 


Two Chinese of rank, named Shin and Pan, 
with Messrs. P. Giquel and Segonzao, have 
just arrived at Taiwanfoo. Shin bears the 
rank of Chtn-chai or Imperial Commissioner, 
and was formerly connected with the Arsenal 
at Foochow. These two Chinese officials are 
said to have been sent to inspect certain 
fortifications. It was generally understood 
that they were coming to treat with the Ja- 
panoeo, and very probably they have their 
credentials in their pockets, to be used as 
circumstances should require. 

There is a general opinion that the Japa¬ 
nese do not intend quietly to give up the 
land they have occupied. This, however, 
is only conjecture, as they have not an¬ 
nounced their intentions in any way. It is 
said that they will be willing to retire when 
they have settled accounts with the sav¬ 
ages, if the Chinese will pay the expen¬ 
se* of the expedition. Whother the Chi¬ 
nese will agree to those terms or not is be¬ 
yond even the limits of guessing. The Japa¬ 
nese ought to be delighted to gat away on 
such conditions. The land must be perfectly 
worthless to them. What can the value bo 
of a few square miles of hilly ground, with 
the valleys already occupied, and no decent 
harbour ? To retire without incurring any 
expenses, after, would, having offocted tho 
punishment of the savages, be a most success¬ 
ful termination to a successful undertaking. 
—Jiongkonj Daily Frt*$. 


A Japanese on the Formosan Question. 

TV the Editor of the &,•€. Daily Afaet. 

Sir, —Daring a somewhat protracted re¬ 
sidence here, I have been a reader of yonr and 
other foreign journals published in China, and 
also of the papers published in the Chinese 
language. In all these I have discovered evi¬ 
dence of misapprehension, which may perhaps 
form a scarce of mischief, as regards the re¬ 
lations subsisting between my country and 
China. I beg therefore yoa will allow me to 
make a few remarks on the Formosan ques¬ 
tion in your issue of to-morrow morning. 

The Formosan savages have reptitcdlr in¬ 
flicted injuries on my countrymen, which have 
lately been alluded to in your paper. For 
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example, they slsnghtered fifty-foar Japanese 
belonging to the district of Yoyeyame, and in 
1871 four shipwrecked men belonging to the 
district of Bitcbn were robbed and maltreated, 
and their junk rifled of everything. Claim* 
for their wrong* have never been investigated 
by the Chi ness Government, although years 
have elapsed since the occurrence complained 
of, which proves that the savages were beyond 
Chinese influence, and over whom their au¬ 
thority did not extend. 

I would add, moreover, that Prince Kang 
•nd other authorities of the Tsung-li»Yamen 
discussed this matter last year at Peking with 
Mr. Soyesbima, snd roaae not the slightest 
objections to the punishment of the savages 
by the Japanese Government, leaving them 
entirely at the disposal of Japan. 

Oar Government regarded this answer to 
their remonstrance as decisive, and according¬ 
ly decided on the Formosan expedition, which 
ws hold is justified on two grounds—first, the 
disclaimer of responsibility on the part of the 
Chineae Government for the conduct of the 
savages ; and, aeoond, their neglect of inflict¬ 
ing punishment. I have no doubt, therefore, 
that International Law admits that, when a 
Government demands the punishment of thoae 
tvh" have offended its people, and punishment 
is not inflicted, an expedition may be righful- 
ly fitted ont to obtain redress on the spot 
where the offence was committed. 

Besides, the Japanese in this case having 
first obtained the assent of the Chinese Go¬ 
vernment to their taking the matter in band 
themselves, no further comma Dication was 
necessary. 

Mr. Yanagiwara, the Japanese ambassador 
to China, is now at Shanghai, and 1 believe 
that he is negotiating on the matter with Mr. 
Pan, a special commissioner from llis Majesty 
the Emperor of China, (together with the 
Tautai), to place the question on a friendly 
footing, which seems quite feasible, seeing 
that Prioce Kang ind the other Tsung-li Ya- 
men authorities will not deny their former 
acquiescence. 

Very trnly yours, 

MAKOTO. 

Shanghai, 2nd July, 1874. 


Amot, 22nd June, 1874. 

An Amoy Correspondent writesThe 
savages, having apparently fraternised with 
the Japanese, have sent two headmen to the 
Chinese, requesting the assistance of 500 Can¬ 
tonese to enable them to resist the invaders. 
The latter are paying the half-castes to build 


them substantial houses, Ac . on which are, in 
oonspicioua characters, ** This is Japan,” or 
words to that effect. Six Japanese men-of- 
war are off the savage coast, two off Keelung, 
and none off Takao. The comprador* says 

J I don't krjwn his authority) that if the 
apaneae re: use to leave peaceably, the Chinese 
Will endeavour to concert with the savage# 
(without whose oonuivanoe they could not 
approach by land) a combined laud and sea 
attack, about two mouths hence, when they 
imagine that the roughness of the sea will 
make their enemies sick and give them an 
advantage, as their vessels are to he manned 
by Cantonese boatmen, who won't miod a 
storm (N.B. he is a Cantonese). Also that 
the Chinese are negotiating for the purchase 
of a Urge and powerful war steamer, to be on 
the spot in about a month .—China Mail* 


A report is ourreot among the official 
circles here that a despatch has been received 
by the Vioeroy of Cantou, directing that, in 
case of war breaking out between China and 
Japan, Kwangtung mast be prepared to 
contribute part of the sum necessary for the 
purpose. The whole war expenses are to come 
from three provinces, via, Chekiang, Fokieo, 
and Canton.— Ida*. 


The owners of the Mantoku maru, a Japa¬ 
nese junk, brought a suit against the Postal De¬ 
partment to recover the value of their vessel, 
which was run down by the Jokcu-maru dur¬ 
ing the night of 16th March. Thoogh the 
plaintiffs said the? had a light hoisted, which 
iq fact they intended aa a tribute to tbe deity, 
they knew nothing about being obliged to 
keep an anchor light up at night. Judgment 
for defendants, with oosts. 


Corea. 

Our correspondent, writing from New¬ 
ell wang on the 30th June, aavs The Chi¬ 
nese are again permitted to trade with Corea 
under oertain conditions, but tbe astute natives 
in Shanghai seem to have kept the secret loug 
enough to enable them to denade the market 
of heavy grey shirtings, although a pretty 
good hint was given some time ago of what 
might be expected from the more liberal Gov¬ 
ernment re-established since the downfall of 
the usurping Regent.— IcUm. 


Printod and pvtUitwl for the Proprietor, at the 
- Java* Gaisits n Printing Ofae, No. 85, 
J/o4* Street, Yokohama, Japan. 


Digitized by 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



74,; •** • a -i ? 

*?& ••$|i'&^Y 

, v% ’ •, ;*»a> k'j i ' ."'if . »V.r>> . % 








THE FAR EAST 6 vote. {Reprinted Academic Editionl 


7,J*» '* v » v ;. * f <**. *, ^ 

Ifl SHOT 9/1 10 tl ft tr «l <• 1?6® Y70.000.- 

{WB-Bnftytitf *T4 



* SUilttttCPfUr 

ft*# ffr s W 



* t? # « m i# * 



*l((*li«fRW»lT0 17*tt 

w t? iff «=*£» at te # a jc 



* I'WOM W ■•Bill « « ****** 



'* <■ < . jV /' jtfr *jV ,- # ,.,* a\1 - .'•’ *. *r v a* }'* *, * .*£•} »**ti*< t«* k ^ * ’ 

■■■■■ 



piJ -Vi* « •€ *. 1 • / ; *r -’* ,j M ;- Jr Jur 1 ., KTV.*i‘. 1 ^ v/ . ^v; * > v» ^ • *0 * [ « ^1. > ** ’• . > !,*>•• \ 




Go ; gle 


'i 





